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CLARK’S TAXIDERMY
Globally Recognized

Turning Hunting Memories Into Lifetime Treasures
View our displays at Great Outdoors in Ripley, WV Welcome Center in Williamstown and Reese's Deerwalk Store

Wether it’s Whitetail 
Deer or Brown Bear 
from Russia, we’ve 

got you covered.
We have been specializing 
in Exotic Game for over 
31 years.  Our favorite 
part of the business are 
the dioramas.  We really 
excel in our presentations 
and are always ready to 
go to the extreme with a 

Clark's mount.

31 Years Of Experience
Full Time Taxidermist

State & Federally Licensed
North American, African & 

Exotic Game Specialist

We Want Your
TAXIDERMY BUSINESS!
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304-679-3915

 Learn Taxidermy
Mountain State School of Taxidermy

Clean & Dress
Up Old Whitetail

Mounts - $95

For Shoulder 
Deer Mount

We Are Located Off Rt. 50 East Of PARKERSBURG, WV

Parkersburg, WV

$385

 

6 Wekend Course In Whitetail Shoulder Mounts
Now Taking Reservations For WInter School - $4,500

Includes 2 Mounted Deer & All Supplies

304-679-3915
www.clarkstaxidermyschool.com

All African Species • Waterfowl • Game Birds • Fish

RUSH SERVICE
Have Your Deer Mounted
In 15 Weeks - Extra $50

Limited Space Available
10% Discount For

Active Duty Servicemen



LOWER RATES THAN SIMILAR PUBLICATIONS

RATES START AT:

$28 a month
For This Size Ad

Less Than A Dollar
A Day!

1/4 Page..........$82
1/3 Page........$100
1/2 Page........$135
2/3 Page........$150

COLOR
EXTRA

LOW ADVERTISING RATES

FULL PAGE INSIDE....$195
BACK PAGE................$240

/1/15 Page.......$28
 1/10 Page.......$39
 1/6 Page.........$65
 1/5 Page.........$72

Publisher and Editor
Mark A. Goudy

Contributing Editors
West Virginia Division Of

Natural Resources

W.Va. Sportsman is a monthly publication.

All Rights Reserved

304-295-8450
Email wvsport@wirefire.com
www.wvasportsman.net

W.Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521

Vienna, WV  26105

MagazineMONTHLY RATES

Advertise in the
W.Va. Sportsman

Volume 1       Issue 193

For Advertising Information In
The Number One Outdoor

Publication In West Virginia
CONTACT:

W. Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521

Vienna, WV  26105
304-295-8450

wvsport@wirefire.com

100% OWNED & OPERATED  IN WV

No Subscriptions Offered

 Early season archery season has 
yielded a lot of nice bucks in West 
Virginia.  Victoria Hensley, from 
Ravenswood,  has used a bow for 
many seasons and harvested this 
quality 10 point.  She reported a 
low mast count and hunted near 
leafy vegetation for this deer.
  Send in your deer and other big 
game photos to this magazine.  A 
form is on page 38.  Either email 
or send in by mail.  Good luck 
this season.  Photo courtesy of Old & 
New Sports in Ravenswood.

Cover Photo

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Upcoming

Bass Tournaments For 2010

Name__________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ ST______

Zip_________________ email______________________________

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

Clip & Mail To:
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

    email:
    wvsport@verizon.net
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Promote Your Business Statewide
 Advertise Special Sales and Events

Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

NOW ON THE 
INTERNET

In Business
19 YEARS



MOUNTAINEER TACKLE

 Specializing In Bass
               Catching Equipment

Zoom - Berkley - Bandit
Mad Man - Suddeth - Senko

LIVE BAIT

   5010 Emerson Av.
      PARKERSBURG, WV

      304-422-6990

Large Selection Of
Musky Tackle & Rods

9AM to 6PM Mon to Saturday

Closeouts On
1999 Models

Archery • Hunting Supplies
• Large Selection Of Musky
  and Catfish Baits
• Cold Beer • Ice • Snacks
• Hunting Supplies • Ammo

Bait and
Carry OutJARRETT 'SJARRETT 'S

LIVE BAIT
Corner of Rt. 5 & 53
Elizabeth, WV
304-275-3574

Parsons
One Stop

Game
Check

3-D Archery - 32 Target
Indoor Archery Range

Hunting Supplies

Beverages - Food - Groceries
Buckeye Feed

Rt. 16 North Of
GRANTSVILLE, WV

304-354-6941

New Building Tin
3’ x 8’ - $12 per Sheet
3’ x 10’ - $14.25 per Sheet
3’ x 12’ - $16.75 per Sheet

26
Ga.

All Types of New & Used Steel
Square Tubing & Pipes

Plywood
3/4 - $23
1/2 - $16

O.S.B.
3/4 - $22
5/8 - $19

T-111
5/8 - $26

Luan - $9.25
2x4 2x6 2x8 2x10 All Sizes

Stocking Treated Lumber
Prices Subject To Change

We Buy Ginseng
Copper • Brass • Iron

& Other Metals

RRHAMCO
Rt. 2 Box 484
Grafton, WV 304-265-0026
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BOWTECH
DIAMOND

SIMS DEAD ZONE

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

www.bow-listicarchery.com

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES

YOUTH BOWS•CUSTOM ARROWS
15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV
304-595-2699
Mon Tue Thu Fri 11 - 8

Wed 11 - 5
Sat. 9AM to 2PM

continiue to the next page

Dave Brown, from Charleston, 
used a bow for this big buck.  Photo 
courtesy of Clark’s Taxidermy in Parkers-
burg.

BOOKING WILD BOAR HUNTS
NEW Game Checking Station

Brothers Of The String

Rubber Roofing Cut To Size
12’ - $17  10’- $14  8’ - $12

WE BUY SCRAP METAL

By Ralph Russell   As the alarm went off, I eagerly 
arose from my camper bed.  The 
night had seemed to stretch on for 
hours.  I could barely sleep at all. I 
ran to the camper door with the same 
level of anticipation a child has on 
Christmas morning, running to see 
what presents lie beneath the Christ-
mas tree.  I slowly stuck my head out 
the door to see what the weather was 
like.  The cold northern air hit my 
lungs like a sledgehammer.  A thick 
white frost covered everything in 
sight.  One by one I saw lights turn 
on in the other campers.  My face lit 
up like the 4th of July.   This is what 
we had all been waiting for.  It was 
the first week of November and the 
first day of our annual bow hunting 
trip on Cheat Mountain.  
   As the coffee was perking, I did 
a quick check to make sure nothing 
would be forgotten ... range finder, 
release, safety harness, hand warm-

ers, pull up rope ... yup, it’s all there.  
Breakfast was a bowl of oatmeal 
and a cup of coffee.  Not a five-star 
breakfast by any means, but it would 
do.  After eating breakfast I loaded 
my gear into the truck, wished the 
others good luck, and started off to 
one of my favorite stand sites.
   As I drove out the long ridge high 
atop Cheat, I could see the mighty 
spruce tops silhouetted against a 
bright red morning sky.  A storm 
was moving in.  The latest weather 
synopsis forecasted a rain/sleet mix 
for the area later that evening.  I 
eased down the slow moving creek 
bed, weaving in and out of the pines 
and laurel,  until I reached the spruce 
that held my stand.  As I first made 
eye contact with the stand, it was 

like seeing an old friend that I had 
not seen or spoken to for a long time.  
I climbed up and into the stand, se-
cured my safety harness, and pulled 
my bow up.
   I looked  at my watch ... 7:05 a.m.  
Perfect!  It was a calm morning.  
The sounds of the slow moving 
creek trickling down the hollow, 
along with a few song birds, filled 



R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

GUNS - ACCESSORIES
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5PM
Sat 10AM to 2PM

STOP BY & CHECK US OUT!
HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

304-275-1112
901 Court St..

ELIZABETH,WV
Open: 10-5 Tues.-Fri.  9-1 Sat.
Closed on Sunday & Monday

We Buy, Sell
and Trade WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, WV

19 East Main St.
White Sulphur Springs, WV

304-536-3606
Phone

Rt. 60  E. Main St.
Bank1st Traffic

Light

Large Selection
New & Used Guns

Mtn. Gun

WANTED: OLD FISHING LURES
MADE

BEFORE
1960

• FOR LARGE PERSONAL COLLECTION
Contact:   Galen “Grumpy” Ash

Rt. 2 Box 353   Salem, WV    26426

304-782-2324
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Effeciciency • 1 & 2 Bedroom Apts. • Commercial Rentals

continue to the next page

OHIO
HUNTING
PROPERTY

80 ACRES
WASHINGTON COUNTY

Timber - Building Area
City Water

$125,000
304-679 5744 - 304-588-1067

Keiling Fife, shown with daughter Avery, took a nice archery buck.  Photo 
courtesy of Clark’s Taxidermy in Parkersburg.

my ears.  I could not help but laugh 
as a couple of red squirrels, or as I 
like to call them, mountain boomers, 
began chasing one another up and 
down the trees.
   No more than 30 minutes had 
passed when I caught movement to 
my right.  Slowly turning my head, 
I could see a nice mature doe easing 
down the ridge.  The rays of light 
glistened from the frost on her back 
as she made her way through the 
thick pines, stopping directly under 
my stand.  She kept looking back up 
the hill, as if she anticipated other 
deer were close by.  Sure enough, 
two yearlings came prancing out of 
the laurel and made their way down 
the same trail.  The doe began lick-
ing the little ones on their faces as 
they stood contentedly by her side.  
   I glanced down at my watch again 
... 7:35 a.m.  Suddenly a loud crash 
off in the distance made my heart 
skip a beat.  It’s that kind of feel-
ing you get when someone shoots a 
high-powered rifl e just a short dis-
tance away and you’re not expecting 
it.  I almost jumped out of the tree.  
It sounded like a rotten log or a tree 
had smashed into the forest fl oor.  
The deer, which now stood about 
20 yards from me, were in full alert 
mode: heads up, ears out, locked in 
one position as they peered off into 
the distance.  After several agoniz-
ing minutes the big doe slammed 
her front hoof down, snorted, and 
ran off to my left.  The two yearlings 

ran directly away from the front of 
the stand.
   I knew that something was com-
ing, but what could it be?  Was it 
a buck?  Was it another hunter?  I 
grabbed my bow and clipped my re-
lease to the bow string.  Whatever it 
was it was heading in my direction.  
My heart started beating extremely 
fast, and I could feel my legs start 
to shake.  The small group of pines 
which stood about 25 yards from the 
stand began moving back and forth.  



• Off the Ohio River
• Dock Your Boat While You Shop

• In The Dana Backwater
Browning Rods & Reels

BACKWATER BAIT
  Just South of

Newport, Ohio on Rt. 7

740-473-BAIT

Yo-Zuri
Smallie Beavers

Venom
Senko - Kinami

Garrett Magnum Tubes
Spro Crankbaits & More!

Numerous Tube Colors

100 Count Bags Of Berkley Power Worms 4" & 7"
St. Croix Rods

Catfish Rods & Supplies

Zoom - Yum
Quantum - Okuma

Boogerman - Bandits
Catch 'Em Spinnerbaits

Owner - Gamakatsu
Rods & Reels

Custom Plastics
Jigs & Trailers
Dipping Dye
Do-It Molds
 Splash-its

Snacks & Beverages

In Stock
Year-Round

LIVE
BAIT
Minnows - Shiners

Meal & Wax Worms
 Nightcrawlers

Goldfish

UNCLE TOM’S LOANS
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

Achery Specialists
Matthews • Parker • PSE

New & Used Guns
Rt. 10 - Cook Parkway

OCEANA, WV
304-682-5002

GAME CHECKING

304-445-2550
Overlooking The Beautiful Greenbrier River

• Live Bait • Licenses • Game Check • Guns & Ammo
Rod and Reel Repair Service   Joy Dog Food

Just a few minutes off I-64 in Alderson, WV
Hours: 9 to 9 Daily 304-445-2551

Bass
Pro

Shop

Carhartt
Clothing

ROCKY
BOOTS

Pawn
Service

Waterfront
Sporting Goods

Riverview Motel

PSE ARCHERY Beer & Alcohol

Wave Worms • Slider
Smallie Beavers

Venom • Cabin Creek
Senko • Kinami

Jones Musky Baits
Crane Musky Baits
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Matt Cronin used a bow for this 8 
point.  Photo courtesy of Reese’s Coun-
try Store in Deerwalk.

continue to the next page

I heard what sounded like something 
exhaling very loud.  All of a sudden 
a large black bear sprang out of the 
thicket , into the creek below the 
stand.  I can’t believe this ... I can’t 
believe this ... is all that was going 
through my mind.  The mighty bruin 
stood up on his hind legs as if to get 
a better look at where his prey might 
have vanished.  The bear dropped to 
all fours, head to the ground, nostrils 
working overtime to pick up the 
scent, then scurried off in the direc-
tion the two yearlings had gone.  
   As the bear went out of sight, I said 
to myself, “I can’t believe I didn’t 
get a shot.”  I mean it all happened 
so fast that by the time I started to 
pull my bow back, he was walking 
directly away from me.  
   Suddenly I snapped back to re-
ality, as the bear came scurrying 
back.  At about 25 yards he stood 
up again, peering off into the pines 
directly behind me.  This time it 
would be different though.  As he 
dropped down onto all fours, he 
turned slightly quarterly away.  By 
this time I was at full draw.  “Stay 
calm, stay calm, and pick a spot.”  
The sight settled in directly behind 

the shoulder.  The green fiber optic 
pin seemed to glow against the jet 
black coat of fur.  I gently squeezed 
the release, sending the Easton ar-
row and Thunderhead on the perfect 
course.  The white-crested arrow 
sank up to the fletching exactly 
where I was aiming.  The mighty-
black bear spun around in a circle, 
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Come See
Us For Lots
of GREAT

BARGAINS!

‘Compliments of Alligator Jack’s Vendors’

OPEN YEAR ROUND 
Fridays 10am-5pm

Saturdays & Sundays 9am-5pm
Located in Pomeroy, OH on 

St. Rt. 7, 1/4 mile south of US 33
in the old Pamida Building

www.gatorfleamarket.com

WHITE OAK FARM
ELLAMORE, WV

(304) 472-6207

A.I. Tested
GAME BIRDS FOR SALE WILD

Bob White 
Quail

rolled over onto his back, and stag-
gered off into the pines.  
   My heart was beating a million 
beats per minute.  I closed my eyes 
and thanked God for letting my aim 
be true.  It seemed like the bear had 
just made it into the pines when I 
heard the death moan.  After a few 
seconds the woods became silent.  
I knew all the practice had paid off 
and that I had executed the shot to 
perfection.
   I slid down the tree and ran up the 
hill to the truck in Olympic speed.  I 
took off for camp to get some help 
tracking my bear.  As I approached 
the camper, I began laying on the 
horn.  I ran over to Mike’s camper, 
beating on the door.  “Mike, Mike, 
I just shot a huge bear.  Get up!”  
Mike, who had driven up from 
Alabama, came staggering to the 
door.  “What!  What!  Slow down, 
slow down,” he said.  Mike practi-
cally had to tie me down; I was so 
excited.  After about an hour and 
countless times of going over and 
over the story, we headed off to 
recover my bear.
   Mike kept saying, “I can’t believe 
I haven’t been up here even a day, 
and I’m already tracking a bear.”  
Both of us were ecstatic.  We found 
the crested part of the arrow directly 
where the bear had stood.  We had a 
perfect blood trail.  It was like you 
had taken a five-gallon bucket of 
blood and poured it out down into 
the pines.
   We hadn’t gone more than 35 to 
40 yards when we both spotted my 
bear.  It was a large male bear with 
huge paws and an enormous head.  
A true West Virginia trophy.  Mike 
gave me a big hug and told me how 
proud he was of me.  We took sev-
eral photographs to seal the hunt in 
permanent memory.
   I feel so blessed to have such great 
friends who share the same love of 

bow hunting,  Cheat Mountain in all 
its beauty,  and our time together, 

not just as friends, but as Brothers 
of the String.   

John Bryant hunted with a bow in Ohio for this quaility 8 point buck.  It 
weighed 205 field dressed.  Photo courtesy of Boone’s Bow Shop in Parkersburg.

The Leather Place
Dba J’s Crafts    Booth $120 At:

ALLIGATOR JACK’S
FLEA MARKET

St. Rt. 7 Pomeroy, Ohio

    Leather Belts 
     • Cut to size

Leather Tri-Fold Chain Wallets
Leather Grain Fanny Packs
Bi-Fold & Tri Fold Wallets

Free Post Card With $5 Purchase
Free Alligator Jack Cap With

$20 Purchase/while supplies last

Check Out Items At:

www.afleamarketstore.com

FULL
GRAIN 



The Source For....
---- Log Homes
---- Log Siding
---- 2 x 6 T & G Spruce
---- 1 x 6 T & G White Pine
---- Log Screws & PVC Foam Tape
---- 6 x 6 White Pine Posts & Beams
---- 3 x 6 White Pine Floor Joists Ceiling Joists & Rafters

A return to nature's beauty at Low, Low Cost
All logs are cut and processed in Ireland, West Virginia

Mill Direct Prices
Free Delivery
Custom Kits

Call or Write for our Catalog
Builder Inquiries Welcomed

100% Owned, Operated And
Manufactured In West Virginia

P.O. Box 679 Jane Lew, WV 26378
 304-884-6646 • 800-553-3006  Fax 304-884-6649

www.mountainstateloghomes.com

MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES
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JANE LEW
Location Now Open

I -79 Exit 105

Class Three Dealer

Pistols
Ammo

Long
Guns

5609 DuPont Road
PARKERSBURG, WV

Mon. - Fri. 12-5PM
Sat. 11AM - 3PM

(304)
863-5893

Specializing In Handguns & Military Style Firearms

Marshall Wood hooked a nice 
largemouth.  Photo courtesy of PC Bait 
& Tackle in Hinton.

Casey Pierce had bow success this 
year.  Photo courtesy of Cardinal Pawn-
brokers in Beckley.

Young Logan Hickman, from 
Spencer, took advantage of the 
youth hunt for his 1st deer.



DODD’S SPORTING GOODS
103 North Maple St.

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

90 Day
Lay-Away
20% Down

Looking For Hunting Equipment?
Doddʼs Sporting Goods Features

Quality New And Used Guns.

Weatherby • Browning • Kimber • Cooper
 Ruger • Remington • Winchester

Thompson Center • Glock • Springfi eld 
 S&W • Walther • Taurus & More

Archery Supplies
Bowtech • Refl ex • Crossbows

Custom Arrows & Tuning
Easton Arrows

Champion Safes
Fishing Tackle

Rods • Reels & More
Buy • Sell • Trade • Pawn

We Accept Major Credit Cards

Reloading Supplies • Scopes • Holsters
Large Selection of .22 Ammo • Knives

11-7 Mon to Fri
11-5 Sat

www.doddssportinggoods.com
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LODGING AT STONEWALL JACKSON LAKE
Mobile
Esates

2 Completely Furnished
Mobile Homes

These 2 mobile homes are furnished including all kitchen needs.  A/C and within walking distance of Stonewall Jackson Lake.  Near-
by ramp is convenient for boaters and fishermen. Satellite TV - Outside BQ. Hunting close by at the state park near Weston, WV.

RELAX INN

BED & BREAKFAST

SWIMMING 
POOL

POOL TABLE

Additional lodging is available at the

RELAX INN BED & BREAKFAST.
Conveniently located 2 miles from the 

U.S. 33 and I-79 intersection, this unique
Bed & Breakfast offers excellent

accommodations.  Included are a fishing
pond, swimming pool, pool table, golf

driving range & nearby hunting & fishing.

Enjoy your stay at this 350 acre farm.  Three sepearate bedrooms to choose from.
Visit our web-site or call for more information on the Mobile Estates or Relax Inn.

www.relaxinnandgetaway.com
Call:  304-269-2345 or 304-269-2288          eMail: relaxinnandgetaway@yahoo.com

 14’X70’ - Private AreaOne Night Or Longer Rental Nearby Boat Ramps

2 Bed Rooms 3 Bed Rooms



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2  South of  St. Marys, WV

304-684-2850

Hunting 2009 ~ Page 10

2010 Boats Now In Stock
Great Selection Of Used Bass Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

G 3 Boats

New Fiberglass 176XT Stratos Boat
Trailer - 50 HP Yamaha - Low Cost! 

Dan Hart, from Walker, used a bow 
for this quality buck.  The picture 
below shows the deer on his trail 
camera taken earlier .  Photo courtesy 
of Clark’s Taxidermy in Parkersburg.

Pontoon Boats
G 3 Aluminum

Boats

Ranger Boats
5 Star Dealer

Top 100

#1 In District Total Horse Power Dealer
Terry Stutler used a bow for this 
high-racked buck.  Photo courtesy of 
Calrk’s Taxidermy in Parkersburg.

• Indoor 3-D WIth Stand Shots
• Custom Built Arrows
• Darton Bows & More
• Bow Set-Up & Repair

1800 Washinton Blvd.  BELPRE, OHIO

Mon-Fri 3 to 8PM
Sat 10AM to 8PM

Group Shoots

740-236-1067

NOW
OPEN VIDEO ARCHERY

DART SYSTEM



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline
 • Food & More

• Fishing Tackle • Musky Lures

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5am-8pm Fr

7am-8pm Sat
7am-5pm Sun

Financing Available On Items Over $200
•Long Guns • Safes  90 Days Same As Cash

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
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Hawg-Master Charters
10183 Millers Road • Lyndonville, NY 14098

Fully Licensed and Insured

     
        

Niagara River
Fall • Winter • Spring

Steelhead • Brown Trout • Lake Trout
      Summer
  Smallmouth Bass 
                    Fall

Salmon • Steelhead • Bass • Musky
$300 - 2 person  $375 - 3 Person 7/hrs.

Lake Ontario
Summer

Trout • Salmon
Fully Equipped 30’ Sportfisherman

$550 4 person/8 hours
$650 6 person/8 hours

Fishing 12 Months A Year
“We Clean Your Catch”

www.hawgmastercharters.com

All Tackle
And Bait
Supplied

TROUT  SALMON
BASS  MUSKY
STEELHEAD

Call For Info:
800-464-0103

Safe
Showroom

Steve Blouin hunted with a bow 
in Wood County. Photo courtesy of 
Croosroads General Store near Newark.

TEAM BUCKHORN
Full Line Archery Shop

BOWTECH • DIAMOND • PARKER 
Full Selection Of Hunting Accessories

Off Of Rt. 460 Halls Ridge Rd.
1/4 Mile East Of Walmart

PRINCETON, WV
304-431-2825 

ALL FORMS 
OF 

 We Book Hunts
Spring Black Bear-Deer- Elk-Caribou

TAXIDERMY

Brad Allen used a bow to bring in this wide-racked 8 point buck.  Photo 
courtesy of JBC Arcvhery in Shady Spring.



World’s GreatestThe 

Ground Blind!Ground Blind!
World’s Greatest

Adaptive Camouflage TechnologyAdaptive Camouflage TechnologyTMTM

Visit us at  or Call us at 740-374-6766www.GhostBlind.com

Forget Everything You Know About 
Hunting Blinds.
Adaptive Camouflage System - a Leader in 
Mirror Blind Technology.
Hunt Undetected and be Comfortable.
Easily Shoot Your Gun, Bow or Crossbow 
From a Seated Position.
Instant Setup-Less Than 1 Minute.

TMIncludes the Total Gear Carry System .
Safely Keeps Your Feet on the Ground.
More Comfortable Than Tree Stands.
Easily Re-locate if Busted or Wind Shifts.
It’s Like Getting Unlimited Camo Blinds for 
the Price of One - One Ghostblind Works 
Everywhere.

MADE INMADE IN

USAUSA

MADE INMADE IN

USAUSA

�

�

�
�

�

�
�
�
�
�

Not Seeing Is Believing!Not Seeing Is Believing! TMTM

Endorsed by:Endorsed by:

Mr. WhitetailMr. Whitetail
Larry WeishuhnLarry Weishuhn



Hunting 2009 ~ Page 13

ADKINS
(304) 521-8075

  GAME CHECKING
2 Miles From Beech Fork Campground

4863 1/2   Green Valley Road
HUNTINGTON, WV

• All Types Of Live Bait - Tackle
• Groceries For Campers

LIVE BAIT

Archery Bows &  Equipment
Hunting Supplies

1:30PM to 9PM M-F  Sat 8AM to 10PM  Sun Noon to 6PM

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE

QUEST BOWS - From G5
EASTON ARROWS - Custom Made

Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV   304-375-2434

continue to the next page

2009 Deer Season Fact Sheet

Lee Conner used a bow for this 
buck.  Photo courtesy of J&R Sporting 
Goods in Shinnston. 

JACKSON COUNTY ATVS
GREAT OUTDOORS PLAZA IN FAIRPLAIN, WV

OPEN MON-SAT. • CLOSED SUNDAY
304-373-0032

WV’s SIDE X SIDE SUPERSTORE

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
IN ONE CONVENIENT LOCATION

YAMAHA RHINO ARCTIC CAT PROWLER

KAWASAKI TERYX

KAWASAKI MULE POLARIS RANGER

POLARIS RZR

  The West Virginia firearm buck 
gun season is Nov. 23 – Dec. 5. It is 
open in all counties except Logan, 
Mingo, McDowell and Wyoming.
Approximately 280,000 licensed 
hunters will be in West Virginia’s 
woods during this season.
Hunters should review the 2009-
2010 Hunting and Trapping Regu-
lations Summary for detailed in-
structions concerning bag limits 
and season dates. The regulations 
are online at www.wvdnr.gov
  A list of deer checking stations in 
West Virginia can be found online 

at www.wvdnr.gov/hunting/check_
stations.asp  
  The firearm antlered deer bag lim-
it during the two week buck season 
is two (one on the base license and 
one on an RG [resident] or RRG 
[nonresident] stamp). A hunter 
may take no more than three ant-
lered deer per calendar year in all 
archery and firearms seasons com-

bined.
  The last day to purchase an addi-
tional deer gun tag (Class RG/RRG 
Stamp) is November 22. Class RG 
and Class RRG additional buck 
stamps can only be used to take an 
additional antlered deer in firearm 
buck season. Unused Class RG 
and Class RRG stamps may not be 
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#2 Walnut St.
Belpre, Ohio
740-423-6541

Factory Authorized
Full Line Dealer

Aluminum Boats With Stretch Technology

1-877-HEY-DAVE

SHRINK WRAP

USED BOATS
ON SALE

www.wvasportsman.net
IT’S FREE

MOUNTAIN STATE
TAXIDERMY

• Game Heads • Birds
• Fish • Bear • Rugs
• Life Size Animals

Kenny Shaffer
Taxidermist & Graduate Of

Northwoods School Of Taxidermy
COUNTRY CLUB ROAD

ELKINS, WV

(304) 636-3280
(304) 642-5878

in antlerless or muzzleloader sea-
sons.
   All private land in counties hav-
ing a firearms antlerless deer gun 
season (Class N for residents and 
Class NN for nonresidents) will be 
open Nov. 23 – Dec. 12 and Dec. 
29 - 31. All public lands having an 
antlerless deer season will be open 
Nov. 25 – Dec. 12 and Dec. 29 – 31. 
Bag limits vary among counties and 
will be one, two or four antlerless 
deer. Hunters may take only one 
deer per day; therefore, a buck and 
an antlerless deer may not be taken 
on the same day. Class N and Class 
NN antlerless stamps are no longer 
county specific. See the 2009-2010 
Hunting and Trapping Regulations 
Summary for county and public 
lands specific regulations.
All deer must be field tagged and 
checked in within 72 hours of the 
time of kill or within 24 hours of 
the close of the season, whichever 

Stephanie Richards, from Eliza-
beth, used a bow for this nice  8 
point buck.

Cameron Roberts hooked a 7 1/4 
pound New River walleye.  Photo 
courtesy of Three Rivers Edge in Hinton.

comes first. Additional deer may 
not be taken until all previously 
taken deer have been checked. 
Only one deer may be taken per 
day during the buck season.
Deer hunting in West Virginia gen-
erates a total annual economic im-
pact of $233 million, much of it 
in the rural areas of the state that 
depend upon the deer seasons for 
a large portion of their annual in-
come.
   In 2008, deer hunters in West Vir-

continue to the next page



3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Game Checking
Station

Located On Larkmead Rd
Parkersburg, WV    304-863-6962

Parker

BOONE’S BOW SHOPBOONE’S BOW SHOP
•Archery Shoots

•Leagues
•Group

Discounts
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Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selection Of

New and Used Guns

Franchi
Benelli

Glock
Kimber

Gold - Platinum - Silver - Jewelry - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Safes - And More!

Leupold - Zeiss Scopes

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             Lay-Aways Available

Two Locations To Serve Your Needs
515 Division St.

Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7298

3408 Dudley Av. 
Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7296

3408 Dudley Av. 
SAFES

3410 Emerson Av.

Now Handling
Reloading 
Supplies

nia generates a total annual eco-
nomic impact of $233 million, 
much of it in the rural areas of the 
state that depend upon the deer sea-
sons for a large portion of their an-
nual income.
   In 2008, deer hunters in West Vir-
ginia harvested 67,365 bucks dur-
ing the two-week buck season, an 
increase of less than one percent 
from the 2007 harvest. The 2008 
antlerless season deer harvest in-
creased by 29 percent from 2007 
with a total of 56,221.
Based upon scouting reports and 
mast production, DNR is looking 
for the buck kill to be slightly higher 
than last year.  Poor weather condi-
tions last year during the fi rst week 
of buck season resulted in a large 
number of antlered deer carrying 
over to this hunting period, mean-
ing more and bigger bucks will be 
harvested. Poor mast production 
this year means deer will be more 
accessible in fi eld areas where food 
is more likely to be found, Hunt-
ers who have done their pre-sea-
son scouting and have located food 
sources for deer will have the best 
chance of success.
Sunday hunting is legal in the fol-
lowing 14 counties on private land 
only: Boone, Brooke, Clay, Han-
cock, Jefferson, Lincoln, Logan, 
McDowell, Marshall, Mingo, Ohio, 
Wayne, Wetzel and Wyoming. The 
only Sunday that is open in these 
counties during the buck season is 

November 29. Hunters are remind-
ed that deer gun seasons are closed 
in Logan, Mingo, McDowell and 
Wyoming counties.
Hunters are required to wear at 
least 400 square inches of blaze or-
ange (about the size of a vest) as 
an outer garment for visibility and 
safety. Blaze orange camoufl age 
patterns are legal as long as 400 
square inches of blaze orange are 
displayed on the garment. A blaze 
orange hat is not required, but the 
hunter must have blaze orange vis-
ible from both the front and the 
back.
Hunting licenses may be purchased 
online at any time and printed out 

on a home computer printer. Go to 
the goWILD! Web site at www.wv-
hunt.com, fi ll out the application, 
and purchase it over a secure server 
with a credit card.
   Hunters who wish to donate deer 
meat or dollars to the Hunters Help-
ing the Hungry program, which 
distributes deer meat through the 
Mountaineer Food Bank and the 
Huntington Food Bank, should call 
(304) 558-2771 or visit the DNR 
Web site at www.wvdnr.gov to fi nd 
a participating meat processor.

HUNT SAFELY IN 2009



DOUBLE “DD” RANCH
ORIGINAL OWNERS HAVE RETURNED

“A Hunting Preserve Unlike All Others”
• Wild Russian Hogs
• Exotic Rams and Goats
• Fallow Deer, Sika Deer, Red Stag & Elk
• African & Asian Species

(740) 596-4711

58501 US Rt 50, McArthur, OH 45651
e-mail Dannie@DDRanch.com
Web Site www.DDRanch.com

Prices include animal, guide & caping.
Lodging, meals and meat processing available.

(740) 596-9013 FAX

DOUBLE “DD” RANCH
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STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

GAME CHECKING
HUNTING/FISHING LICENSE
Gas - Tires - Groceries - Hardware

Over 47 Years 
In Business

SEARS 
EXXON

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS
$69 Doz. Gold Tip Carbon 
$65 Doz. XX75Aluminum 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-592-1302
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

BIG BUCK CONTEST

Lyle Moore used a bow in Ritchie County for this big black bear..  Photo 
courtesy of Crooked Creek Archery in Williamstown.

continue to the next page

Commemorative 
Coins

  Certain visitors to Tu-Endie-Wei 
State Park in Mason County this 
past summer will be getting a spe-
cial reward during Veterans Day 
week in appreciation for their inter-
est in the historic site. A limited edi-
tion commemorative coin has been 
stamped and will be sent to those 
who participated in special “ranger 
walk and talks” conducted by Park 
Superintendent Doug Wiant with 
hundreds of interested visitors.
  This year was the centennial of 
the dedication of the Battle of 
Point Pleasant Monument at what 
is now Tu-Endie-Wei State Park at 
Point Pleasant, built in recognition 
of 1774 Revolutionary War bat-

tle fought there. The interpretive 
walks were conducted to help pre-
serve the history of this important 
battle.
  The commemorative coin memo-
rializes the battle monument, its 
centennial year and the state park. 
One hundred fifty people will re-

ceive the coin with a letter from 
W.Va. State Parks Chief Ken Ca-
plinger thanking them for support 
of the park system’s interpretative 
programming and recognizing his-
tory at the site on the anniversary 
of a 100 year milestone.
  “We called the interpretive walks 
‘Battle Remembered,’ but our goal 
was to invite people to learn about 
the history of the 1774 Battle at 
Point Pleasant and the 100th year 
of the battlefield monument’s rec-
ognition of that battle,” Supt. Wiant 
said. The monument was installed 
Oct. 10, 1909, in remembrance of a 
battle fought on Oct. 10, 1774. 
 Wiant met family members who 
traveled to the park to see where 
their forefathers were engaged in 
this battlefield site. “It was impres-
sive that the arrangement of some 
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* RV & Camper Rentals *

PKB RVsPKB RVs
I-77 Exit 170W

Mineral Wells, WV
6867 Pike St.

Pettyville, WV

304-489-1206
304-482-7369

www.pkbrvs.com

Zinger • SunnyBrook • Toy Hauler Specialist
Forest River • Cyclone • Generators

NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loan

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON

continue to the next page
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Karen Belcher got her 1st deer with 
a bow.  Photo courtesy of Bow-Listic Ar-
chery in Chelyan.

very basic interpretative walks and 
discussion about a point in his-
tory caused descendents of people 
involved on this battlefi eld site to 
come to West Virginia. Each walk 
was special, but meeting people 
connected to the battle personal-
ized the day.”
  Visitors attending the scheduled 
walks received a certifi cate featur-
ing the battle monument from Wi-
ant the day of the walk. Participants 
were invited to leave a mailing ad-
dress and, during Veteran’s week in 
November, a commemorative coin 
would be mailed as a thank you for 
remembering history and a battle 
fought.
 “Conducting the special walks was 
a lot of fun and something differ-
ent for me in addition to my work 
routine.  I like interaction with the 
public, but keeping the grounds and 

park in good shape takes up most of 
my time.”  Two walks were sched-
uled in June, July, August, and Sep-
tember and a fi nal walk on Oct.10. 
The walk on the 100th anniversary 
of the monument installation had 
56 people in attendance.
  Wiant gives praise to local resi-
dents who helped with the summer 
events. “Eddie Lowe assisted with 
coin design image, museum hosts, 
the town of Point Pleasant, Mason 
County CVB, and local newspa-
pers, all helped make visits memo-
rable.  And that’s exactly what we 
try to do daily, to remember those 
frontiersman and women.” Lowe, 
Wiant, and others spent count-
less hours rejuvenating the bronze 
plaques found on the park and on 
the monument, cleaning concrete 
and continuing maintenance of 
park grounds in preparation for 
Point Pleasant Battle Days held in 
October, daily visitors, and the in-
terpretative walks.
  For more information about 

events and special activities sched-
uled at West Virginia’s state parks 
and forests, visit online at Events 
Calendar, www.wvstateparks.com.  
A printed event calendar will be 
available at state parks and forests, 
welcome centers, and 324th 4th 
Avenue, South Charleston  in late 
December.
About Tu-Endie-Wei State Park
 At the junction of the Ohio and 



SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
OVER 39 YEARS
 EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV
ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE
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21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING
* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 

Jayco
2456 Route 21 South

RIPLEY, WV
866-372-1323www.newadventurerv.com

Family Fishing & Camping

Rt. 50 Between Bridgeport & Grafton
304-265-1000 Rt. 2 Box 290 Grafton, WV 26354

OPEN
7 Days A Week

Catfish - Bass - Trout - Bluegill
Camping Daily or Year Round

~ We Now Have Hybrid Striped Bass ~
Cabin & Camper

Rentals

4 Ponds

and Kanawha Rivers are a monu-
ment and a state park which com-
memorate the frontiersmen who 
fought and died at the Battle of 
Point Pleasant. This battle was 
fought with Chief Cornstalk on Oc-
tober 10, 1774, and is recognized 
as a decisive engagement in a pro-
active series of Indian wars.
  The name “Tu-Endie-Wei” is a 
Wyandotte word meaning “point 
between two waters.” The park is a 
four-acre day-use facility featuring 
an 84-foot granite obelisk honoring 
the 1774 battle.  Memorial tablets 
dot the lawns. The 1796 Mansion 
House is considered the oldest hewn 
log house in the Kanawha Val-
ley and is preserved as a museum 
and hosted by the Colonel Charles 
Lewis Chapter, N.S. Daughters of 
the American Revolution.
   The park grounds are open year-
round.  The museum hours are: 
May through October, Monday-
Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
  Tu-Endie-Wei State Park is locat-
ed on First Street in Point Pleasant. 
The Web address is www.tu-endie-
weistatepark.com.  To contact the 
park by telephone, call 304-675-

0869 or e-mail tuendiewei@wvdnr.
gov.

    The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources, in cooperation 
with the West Virginia Professional 
Outfitters Association (WVPRO), 
stocked 1,200 pounds of rainbow 
trout in the Summersville Dam 
tailwater of the Gauley River Oct. 
28. The goal of the stocking is to 
enhance trout fishing opportunities 
in the Gauley River, especially in 
the remote canyon section of the 
Gauley River, according to Frank 
Jezioro, DNR Director.  
 “The trout stockings were con-
ducted by helicopter and should 
provide good fishing in the fall with 
holdover fish available to anglers 
into next year,” said Jezioro.  The 
program is supported by whitewa-
ter rafting fees to compensate for 
additional days of whitewater raft-
ing flows on the Gauley River and 
resulting reduced fishing opportu-
nities during these high flows re-
leased from Summersville Dam.

 Trout Stocked At  
Lake Tailwaters

Matt Dooley Trapped a bobcat.  
Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Eliza-
beth.

Bill Sampson hooked a 41” musky 
recently.  Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s 
Bait in Elizabeth.



Hunting - Fishing
and Marine

Rt. 10 & Hughes Branch Rd.
HUNTINGTON, WV

304-736-4276

One Of WV’s Largest
Selections Of Fishing Tackle

Large Variety Of
LIVE BAIT

St. Croix - Shimano
Zebco - Bass Pro & More
Custom Spinner & Buzz Baits

Lead Sinkers Of All Types
Gamakatsu • Owner
XPS • Excel • Stren

P Line • Sufix • Trilene
Spro • Bandit • Bomber
Norman • Cotton Cordell
 Berkely Power Worms

Gulp • Yum • Cabin Creek
Venom • Gitzit • Reaction
Jewel Bait • Eakins • Hart

Prowler • Hard Nose • Storm
Bitsy Bug • Stanley Wedge

White River • Super Duper
Mike’s • Uncle Josh •Joe’s 

Stop By Justin’s Before Your Next Hunting Or Fishing Trip!

CSS Archery
Deer & Turkey Supplies
Ammunition - Knives

Boots & Clothing
Pistols & Guns
Muzzleloaders

Pistol Holsters & MORE!!

Let’s Go
Fishing!

Starcher’s 
Sport Shop

PEARSON - DIAMOND - DARTON - PSE - BEAR

Custom Arrows

Fishing Tackle - Rods & Reels
Woolrich Clothing - Lacrosse Boots
Hunting Supplies - Bass Pro Shop

Just South Of LUBECK,WV On Rt.68

Open Mon. to Sat. 7AM to 7PM

304-863-8133
Bow Tuning - Archery Pro Shop

BOWTECH

MINNOWS -WORMS
AND MORE

LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT Muzzleloading
Trapping
Red Head

Mail In Your BIG FISH Pictures
From The 2009 Season.

Form Is On Page 38
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Young Hayden Mattison hooked a 
big crappie.  Photo courtesy of Justin’s 
Hunting & Fishing in Huntington.

A nice 10 point bow kill was made 
by Mark Heldreth.  Photo courtesy of 
J& R Sport Shop in Shinston

A 318 pound wild boar was taken 
with a bow by Don Ramsey.  Photo 
courtesy of Bowlistic Archery in Chelyan.



• A/C
• TV - VCR
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-269-5813

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fi shing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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GUN SHOP & HEATED INDOOR RANGE
Over 29 Years Of Service!
Always  On “Target”

NRA
Firearms
Safety

Classes
Home
Of The

“Gun Guys”

3647 Collins Ferry Road
Morgantown,  WV

304-599-1556

MARSTILLER’S

Randy Sheppard arrowed a huge 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Clark’s Taxid-
emy in Parkersburg

A top quality Mason County deer - 9 point - was taken with a bow by Jay 
Cox.  Photo courtesy of Outdoor Specialties in Winfi eld.

Mountain State

Quality Feeds

202 West Second Street  Weston, WV  304-269-1333

Ultimate Whitetail Deer Feed   ~   Apple Flavored Corn

202 West Second Street  Weston, WV  304-269-1333

FOSTER
FEED

• Hardware
• Case Knives
• Justin Boots
• Georgia Boots
• Bekaert Steel
• Reclamation
• Earth Carpet Seeds

Proven Show &
Specialty Feeds



HUNTING SEASON
IS HERE!

Largest Area Selection of 

MATHEWS - HOYT
PSE - PARKER BOWS

Bow Tuning - Custom Arrows

Large Selection Of
Shotguns • Pistols • Rifles

Numerous Bows
And Accessories

TechnoHUNT
Video Archery Range

10 - 20 - 30 Yard
Indoor Archery Range

Pistol & Rifle
Indoor Gun Range

Complete Line Of Hunting Clothing & Boots
• Scent-lok • ScentBlocker • Under Armour
Carhartt • Columbia • Gamehide • Browning

Mossy Oak • Kings • Georgia & LaCrosse
Womens • Kids and Infant’s Clothing

LAKEWOOD CABINS
Nearby Public Hunting & Fishing
Golf - Biking - Nearby Shopping
        • Two Log & One Cedar
        • Outside Barbecue Grills
        • Furnished Kitchen
        • Washer & Dryer
        • Peaceful Wooded Area

Located Between Stonecoal Lake & Stonewall Jackson Lake
Resort Near Weston, WV

        Reservation Information 304-452-8227

www.JerrysSportingGoodsLLC.com

GAME CHECKING STATION

Jerry’s has a huge selection of rifl es, pistols, shotguns, 
ammo, plus bows, arrows, custom made arrows and a bow

technician available seven days a week.
Georgetown Road Off US 33 - Horner

East Of Weston, WV

304-452-8227
6am -9pm DAILY

Flatwoods Outlet Stores
Flatwoods, WV

10am - 9pm Mon-Sat
11am - 6pm Sun
304-765-5018
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TWO LOCATIONS
Targeting Your Outdoor Needs



Jim Pierce used a bow for this nice 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Cardianl Pawn-
brokers in Beckley.
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • T-C Encore • Traditions • CVA • Thompson Center
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

Mathews • Martin
Bear • PSE • Mission

Whisper Creek

BOW
SHOP

Hunting
Boots

Gun Cases

BUY • TRADE • PAWN

Guns • Pistols • Bows • Knives
Safes • Fishing Rods & Reels

Tackle • Camo Clothing • Scents
Gortex Clothing • Dog Supplies

Trapping • Custom Arrows • More
BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Georgia 

 Browning - Handyman - Irsih Setter - Danner

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Liberty &
Remington Safes

SPORTING 
GOODS

LIVE BAIT
• MINNOWS - WORMS - MORE
• RODS & REELS - TACKLE
    BASS - CATFISH - TROUT
• PAINTBALL SUPPLIES
• CAMPING EQUIPMENT
• SPORTING GOODS
• HUNTING SUPPLIES

304-872-4141
8AM TO 8PM MON-SAT.

1PM TO 6PM SUN

JOHNSON’S

3003 WEBSTER RD.
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

New & Useed Guns

Free On The Internet - www.wvasportsman.net

Steve Miller used a bow on this 
massive Mason County buck

An extreme piebald deer was taken 
by Johnny Knight.  Photo courtesy of 
Bow-Listic Archery in Chelyan,



MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North

Sutton,wv
Phone:  (304) 765-7325   (800) 640-7329

Suzuki
Honda

Yamaha 
Can-Am

ATV’s                    Motorcycles            

Rt. 33 East
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com
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IT’S BOAT SEASON AT MID-STATE MARINA

G3
Aluminum

Vick Walten hunted this fall turkey.  
Photo courtesy of Crossroads General 
Store near Newark.

Fall Hunting Time Again

www.wvasportsman.net

By Mark A. Garner   This week, I have fi nally turned 
the corner, and have began to think 
of the upcoming fall seasons.  When 
I think of fall, I think of all the fun 
fi lled days that I will have either 
bass fi shing on Stonewall Jackson 
Lake, or bow hunting in Taylor 
county.  I also just love the entire 
fall season, and the great scenery 
that happens when the leaves begin 
to turn  into the fall spectacular that 
we have to look forward to.   As I 
began looking at my bow, I felt that 
fi rst pang of excitement that I get 
every fall.  
   Just spending the day in the great 
West Virginia outdoors is reward 
enough, but if I get the opportunity 
to drawl back on a trophy buck, 
well, that just icing on the cake!   
Anyway, I need to back up a little, 
and explain why I have been on hia-
tuses the past several months.    This 
summer had been a season packed 
full of bass fi shing events, and my 
partner, Jerod Harman, and myself 
has been getting into every tourna-
ment that  was held since March.  
It has been a rewarding season in 
terms of satisfaction derived from  
the sheer excitement I get from 
competitive bass fi shing.   We had 
some good tournaments, and some 

mediocre fi nishes, but all in all, we 
spent most every weekend on the 
water searching for that big bass.   
Just last weekend, we fi shed the 
annual fall Boy Scout  event on the 
Mon River where we found a 5.66 
pound largemouth that secured a 
high fi nish for us, and also took the 
lunker prize for the tournament.  
I do not have to tell anyone who 
fi shed here in West Virginia that a 
5 pound plus fi sh on any river is a 
trophy worth bragging about!    
   Enough bragging, but that is why 
I have been absent form the news-
paper since late spring.  I have 
been extremely busy doing what I 
love.....bass fi shing.    However, I 
hope to become more regular in the 
upcoming 10 weeks to keep up to 
date with all that will be happing 
during the fall hunting and fi sh-
ing seasons.    Speaking of events, 
this weekend the annual National 
Hunting and Fishing show is be-
ing held at Stonewall Jackson 
lake.  This event has someone for 
everyone in your family from the 

accomplished hunter or fi shermen 
to the young budding outdoorsman 
who want to shoot a bow, pepper a 
target with a bb gun, or scramble 

continue to the next page



West Virginia
Hunting Properties

Wooded Hunting Land 
FOR SALE

For Info Call:
330-763-4471

www.wvhuntingland.com
Hunting 2009 ~ Page 24

CHEAT TROUT TRIPS
Guide Trips From Rowlesburgh Up 

& Including The 5 Forks Of The 
Cheat River Through The

Monongalia National Forest

For Info Call:
304-864-3390

Rt 1 Box 113A
Independence, WV

26374

• Catfish Trips

71 AC. $63,900
Pleasants County

Hillbilly Hunting Beagles
AKC Pups & Hunting Dogs

Garmin GPS Tracking System • Tri-Tronics 
King • Easy Loader • Vinyl Flooring Wire For Kennels
David Dewees (304) 545-3820  Curt Casto (304) 988-0482

2178 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV  25248

www.abbagoochie.com
Jim Wilson

P.O. Box 117
Valley Head, WV 26294
only $12.95 + $3.50 S/H

Include Your Payment
And Name & Address

To Order - Mail To

ORDER YOUR
BOOK TODAY

inside of a Blackhawk helicopter.   
I have been to this event every 
year, and I always enjoy myself.   I 
especially like the game cooking 
where they prepare fish, and wild 
game samples for the public.  It is 
a worthwhile event that is sure to 
get you into the hunting and fishing 
mindset!  
  Also, some of you have already 
taken t the woods for the early sea-
sons that the DNR has scheduled 
for the 2009 season.    In an effort 
to control the ever expanding deer 
herd, two special seasons has been 
established to help curb the antler-
less deer in the designated areas.   
To review the specifics concern 
these, and all of the changes to the 
regulations, please review the reg-
ulations online at  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.wvdnr.gov” www.
wvdnr.gov.   
  Lastly, this year shows lots of 
promise with a good crop of wild 
cheery being reported in most of 
the counties where fall turkey sea-
son is open.  In addition, in most 
areas, acorn mast is reported to be 
good to heavy, and hickory nuts 
are abundant in the southern and 
central counties with some areas in 
the upper elevations reporting that 
the mast is low this year due to late 
frosts.  For the deer and bear hunt-
ers, the apple crop is good to heavy 

in most areas.  Naturally, to get the 
most accurate picture of the condi-
tions in your area, take a day and 
walk your hunting grounds.    In do-
ing this, you will know what foods 
the game is targeting, and you can 
prepare for that opening day in the 
woods.  Good luck to all of you, 
and be careful when you take to 
the woods.   Remember to keep the 
safety on while you hunting until 
you are ready to shoot!   It only 
takes a few seconds  to confirm 
your target, and ensure your target 
in the clear, and offers a good clear 
shot.    See you afield-MAG

GO ONLINE 
FOR THE

W. VA. SPORTSMAN

IT’S FREE 
EACH MONTH

www.wvasportsman.net

Dale Tayler hooked a 22” bass.  
Photo courtesy of Broken Wheel Camp-
ground in Weston.
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Parker’s Safe Sales
80 to 90
In Stock

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor

S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes

740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70  S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles

Belmont, Ohio

THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MARTIN • REFLEX • BOWTECH

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

“Home of The World Champions”

304-622-8440 Open 5PM to 9PM M-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

Murray’s
Lures & Trapping Supplies

304-275-TRAP
www.murrayslures.com

UPS Service Available
Trapping • Lure Scents • Oils • Urine • Traps • Triggers
Baseplates • T-bar Springs • Links • Trapline Supplies
Trap Holders • Trap Bedder • Trap Tags • Snaring Books
Fleshing Tool • Push Pins • Sure Locks • Boots & Clothing
Game Calling Supplies • Assorted Books • Videos and Much More
Hawbaker • Carman’s • Burkhart’s • Sleepy Creek • Duke • Bridger 
    Call or Visit Our Website - Shipments Will Be Sent UPS

continue to the next page

Now
Selling MATHEWS

  SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
– The small game hunting seasons 
in West Virginia began Oct. 10 
with the opening of squirrel sea-
son.  “Squirrel season is very popu-
lar with many West Virginia sports-
men,” said Curtis Taylor, Chief of 
the Wildlife Resources Section of 
the West Virginia Division of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR).  “It is a time 
when hunters can participate in one 
of their favorite sports and also en-
joy the fall beauty of the mountain 
state.”
Squirrel - The above-average 
hickory and walnut crop in 2008 
resulted in good over-winter squir-
rel survival and good reproduc-
tion in 2009. A recent mast survey 
conducted by DNR indicates that 
statewide, oak, hickory, and walnut 
production this summer was signif-
icantly lower than last year.  Squir-
rels will be concentrated in areas 
that have mast available. The daily 
bag limit for squirrels is six.

Small Game Seasons Now Open

Jim McClelland used a bow for this 
8 point.  Photo courtesy of J&R Sporting 
Goods in Shinnston.

Ruffed Grouse - The ruffed grouse 
season opened Oct. 17 and closes 
Feb. 28, 2010. Brood counts for 
ruffed grouse were higher in the 
mountains and southern regions of 
the state when compared to 2008 
brood numbers. Unfortunately, 
they were lower in the Eastern 
Panhandle, central and northern re-
gions. Grouse hunters should look 
for areas that provide ample cover 

and soft mast species such as grape, 
hawthorn, dogwood and greenbri-
er. Mast survey results indicate that 
these species did not produce as 
well this summer as in 2008. The 
daily bag limit for grouse is four.
Raccoon - Hunting season for rac-
coons opened Oct. 17and will con-
tinue through Feb. 28, 2010. Fa-
vorable mast conditions in recent 
years have allowed raccoon popu-
lations to increase. Food sources 
are not as plentiful this year as in 
recent seasons. However, hunters 
and their hounds should still have 
a very successful season. Raccoon 
hunters are reminded that the daily 
bag limit is four.
Cottontail rabbit and other small 
game species - Opening day of 
cottontail rabbit season is Nov. 7. 
Rabbit populations are expected to 
be higher than last year.  Old fields 
and brushy pastures are the best 
habitat types in which to pursue 
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SPORT SHOP
305  N. Lewis St.

GLENVILLE, WV
304-462-7307

• RODS
• REELS
• TACKLE
• LIVE BAIT

Game Checking
Hunt/Fish License

Guns • Ammo 
 Turkey Calls

Camo Clothing
Groceries & Beer

Musky & Bass Tackle

Mon - Sat 9am to 6pm

JM Outdoors
MUSKY TACKLE BY:

Crane, Musky Mania, Shumway, Booyah
Shack Attack, Manns, Mouldy’s, Bomber

Storm and more to come!

Buckwear T-Shirts!
Special order of scopes,
rangefinders, binocs and 
other hunting products.

“The Shops at 46 Main”
Main St.    Buckhannon, WV

304-924-6875

Adam Brogdon used a bow for this 
black bear.  This was the first ar-
chery bear ever reported in Wirt 
County.  Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait 
in Elizabeth.

DART
TARGET SYSTEM

INDOOR RANGE

BULL’S EYE SPORTS
Indoor Archery Range • Sporting Goods

Complete Archery Pro Shop - Custom Arrows
Authorized Hoyt Dealer

Sid Jones, Owner

BELINGTON, WV  304-823-3374

Closed Mon - Tue-Sat 10am to 9pm - Sun 1pm to 9pm

cottontails.  Snowshoe hare, bob-
white quail, bobcat, red fox and 
gray fox hunting seasons also open 
Nov. 7. Hunters should be aware of 
daily bag limits and season posses-
sion limits for each species.
Trapping seasons – Nov. 7 also 
marks the opening of trapping sea-
son for fur bearing animals in West 
Virginia. Populations of beaver, 
bobcat, fox, mink and raccoon are 
good, and trappers should be very 
successful. Trappers are reminded 
that season closing dates vary for 
the different species.
  For more complete information 
on season dates and bag limits, 
consult the 2009-2010 Hunting 
and Trapping Regulations brochure 
available at all hunting and fishing 
license agents, DNR District Of-
fices and the DNR Web site, www.
wvdnr.gov.  Have a safe and pro-
ductive hunting season.

  SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
- Trappers harvesting beaver and 
fisher in West Virginia are reminded 
they must present the whole animal 
or pelt to a game checking station 
or Division of Natural Resources 
representative within 30 days after 
the close of the respective season.  
A tag provided by the checking sta-
tion shall be attached to the whole 
animal or pelt until it has been sold, 
tanned or mounted.
  The law requires bobcat hunters 
and trappers to field tag each bob-
cat before moving the animal from 
the location where it was killed. 
The field tag must remain on the 
carcass until it is retagged with an 
official game checking tag at an of-
ficial game checking station. Hunt-
ers and trappers are to present the 
unskinned bobcat when checking 
the animal.
  Information provided by hunters 
or trappers on the checking tag is 
used to monitor harvests and assist 
in future management of these spe-
cies in West Virginia. Decisions re-

Must Tag Furbearers
garding season length, opening and 
closing dates, and bag limits are 
reliant upon accurate data obtained 
from these tags.

 MAIL IN YOUR
GAME PHOTOS

~ FORM IS ON PAGE 38
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WE HAVE LOTS OF 

AMMUNITION
WHEELER’S SPORTS
FOR GUNS YOU DON’T

SEE EVERY PLACE ELSE
~ OVER 1,400 GUNS IN STOCK ~

WHEELER’S SPORTS
Rt. 33 East

ELKINS, WV
(304) 636-3430

Open Daily At 6:30AM

Special Sale!
.223 FEDERAL AMMO
900 ROUND BOXES

$449OO

ATTENTION
RELOADERS

•OVER 1,000 LBS. OF
POWDER IN STOCK

RIVERVIEW DOG
SUPPLIES & FEED

• BLAZER
• NITE LITE
• COMPETITION
• DOG BOXES

BAGS OF CORN
DOG FEED

DOG SUPPLIES
TRAIL CAMERAS

“Anything for the Houndsman”

1 Mile West of 

Grantsville, WV
304-532-2174

  A lengthy bear poaching investi-
gation was brought to a conclusion 
Oct. 22 and Oct. 25, when West 
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources (WVDNR) conservation 
officers and Wildlife Resources 
personnel apprehended a group of 
eight hunters in Nicholas County 
for using bait to lure black bear into 
sites where they could be shot from 
elevated and camouflaged stands. It 
is illegal to bait black bear in West 
Virginia.
 “This group of hunters, all of 
whom were residents of Ohio, had 
been participating in this type of il-
legal activity for a period of several 
years,” said Capt. Michael Waugh 
of the WVDNR District 3 Office in 
Elkins. “They had purchased their 
bait, which consisted of donuts and 
corn, from multiple out-of-state 
vendors. The bait was then hauled 
into the area by truck and distribut-
ed to the bait sites using all-terrain 
vehicles. This out-of-state purchase 
and interstate transport of the bait is 
believed to have been an effort on 
the part of the poachers to conceal 
the quantities of bait, the purposes 
for which it was being purchased, 
and to avert suspicion in the areas 
they were baiting.”
  Seven baited shooting sites were 
located by Conservation Officers 
D. Duffield, T.L. White and Wild-
life Manager Tom Pratt when they 

Ohio Bear Poachers Caught
entered the woods in Nicholas 
County near Summersville. On 
Oct. 22, five of the hunters were 
apprehended at a cabin used as 
a base camp from which to stage 
these illegal activities. As the in-
dividual hunters were located and 
removed from the elevated shoot-
ing platforms, Sgt. C.R. Johnson 
conducted interviews which led 
to additional information and the 
discovery of multiple baited black 
bear kills from previous years.
  Two large adult black bears were 
seized at the base camp location 
as well as large quantities of bait 
stored for future use. The first was a 
large male bear that was estimated 
to weigh in excess of 240 pounds. 
The second was a large three-to-
four-year-old female estimated to 
weigh more than 130 pounds. Two 
additional black bears were killed 
at the bait sites earlier and had al-
ready been removed from the base 
camp to locations outside the bor-
ders of West Virginia. Requests 
for assistance in recovering these 
black bears have been made to the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service under 
the provisions of the Lacey Act.
  In conjunction with the Nicholas 
County Prosecuting Attorney’s Of-
fice, charges were lodged against 
the participants in this illegal bait-
ing scheme on Friday, Oct. 23. The 
suspects chose to enter pleas to 
these charges at the arraignment. 
The charges lodged included:
 “This investigation serves as a 
classic reminder that the Division 
of Natural Resources and its em-
ployees are ever mindful of their 
charge to protect the natural re-
sources, including the wildlife, of 
the State of West Virginia for the 
benefit and enjoyment of our citi-
zens and their children.



Safari Club
International

Best Bear 2006

21 Years Experience
Game CheckingFull Time/Award Winning

Master Taxidermist - Rick Dunlap Fish • Game • Waterfowl
Make Those Outdoor Memories Last A Lifetime

New Location
Off Hall Road

Rt. On Black Ford Road
BUCKHANNON,  WV

RICK’S
TAXIDERMY

304-473-0752

Exotic
Game

Animals

2008 Eastern 
Regional

Whitetail Champion
 Masters Class

2563 RITTER DRIVE
On Rt. 19

SHADY SPRING, WV
304-763-3109

JBC ARCHERY
INDOOR SHOOTING RANGE

Hoyt • Darton • PSE • Alpine
20 Yard Indoor Range • Ammo
Complete Archery Pro Shop

Arrows - Muzzleloaders - Fishing
10 am to 6pm Mon - Thur & Sat

10am to 5pm Friday

Game
Check

W. Va. Sportsman - Online FREE Each Month

www.wvasportsman.net

An unusual big head carp was 
caught out of the Ohio River by 
Bill Phillips.  Photo courtesy of Starch-
er’s Sport Shop in Lubeck.

Kyra-Beth Romine, from St. Al-
bans shot a squirrel.  

John Little arrowed a 9 point.  Photo 
courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Elizabeth.
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22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV 
26201

(304) 472-4100
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Doc Yeater got a big elk out West.  
Photo courtesy of Croked Creek Archrey 
in Williamstown.

Richard Henderson used a bow for 
this buck.  Photo courtesy of Willie’s 
Sport SHop in Glenville.

Young Kyler Suton took his 1st 
deer.  Photo courtesy of MAD Sporting 
Goods in Boaz.

AUTHORIZED DEALERS FOR:
PSE & Browning Bows • Viper Sights • G5 • Swarovski

Muzzy • Primos • Cuddeback • Wildlife Research • Code Blue
Ammunition • Guns (Ordered) • Full Line Archery

FISHING
St. Croix • E-21 • Shimano • Grandt • Musky & Bass Lures

 Formerly Johnny’s Outdoor World

Financing Available On Purchases Over $200                         10am to 8pm Mon - Sat

Rt. 14 - (North of Vienna) BOAZ, WV  304-375-2070

Everything you need to catch it, call it or track it!

www.wvasportsman.net
Mail In Big Game Pics
Details On Page 38
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NEW LOCATION

RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Beverages

Snack Items
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco

“Get Ready For Bow Season At Our NEW Location”
PSE & MARTIN Bows • Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Allen Broadheads
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders

Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane  Exchange

 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

North Mountain Vacation Rentals
Located Off Rt.28/55 on Smokehole Rd.

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   304-257-5411
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.com

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.comwww.northmountainrentals.com

Hunters and
Fishermen 
Welcome.

MAIL OR
E MAIL
BIG 

FISH PHOTOS
Info Is On
Page 38Randy Newbank hooked a 44 pound carp.  Photo courtesy of Crooked Creek 

Arhery in Williamstown.
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BEAGLES FOR SALE
Rabbit Beagles
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        $125 and Up
         
        

              304-466-4821
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www.wvasportsman.net



CARDINAL
PAWNBROKERS • SPORTING GOODS

1221 S. EISENHOWER DRIVE
B E C K L E Y,  W V
304-253-7357

“Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selections”

  Archer y  Pro  Shop

Bow Tuning • Custom Arrows • Accessories

MORRELL Targets
Georgia Boots - Case Knives

• Guns  •  Ammo  • Scopes
• Fishing Tackle  
 Coyote Supplies

“We Trade Guns”

Mathews  Bowtech  Parker  
Diamond  Mission
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Eric Shock got a Pope & Young 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Outdoor Spe-
cialties in Winfield.

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing & Hunting

Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room - Playground
Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

ADVERTISE - DETAILS ON PAGE 3

An Illinois archery deer was shot 
by Chris Payne.  Photo courtesy of 
Cardinal Pawnbrokers in Beckley.

Rt. 60
HURRICANE, WV

304-859-2737
Monday To Friday 8AM-5PM

Sat & Sun  7AM-6PM

CATFISH COVE

LIVE BAIT
TACKLE

Stocking Trout
      Season In Now
         Quality Fish

“Enjoy The Fun”

Billy Booth trapped his 1st coyote.  
Photo courtesy of Crossroads General 
Store in Newark



On Rt. 33 East
Childers Run Road

Buckhannon, WV

ZZ's Truck
Accessories

Pickup - Van - SUV
Accessories

304-472-6445

Accessory
Painting

And Installation

FEDERAL VALLEY
PHEASANT FARM
16171 E. KASLER CR. ROAD

Amesville, Ohio 45711
HUNTING PRESERVE

Season Open
Sept. 1

For Questions and
Reservations

Call: 740-448-6747
Gene and Roseanna Hines

Reel Chat With Jimmy Houston

continue to the next page

Hunting 2009 ~ Page 33

Glady Fork Archery

I-79  to Exit 96, Left 3.7 Miles
WESTON, WV    269-6292
Mon.- Fri.-Sat 10-5  Tues. Wed. Thu. 3-9

Near Stonewall Jackson Lake

Custom Made Arrows
Bow Tuning•Morell Targets

 Stands • Accessories

Hoyt  - McPherson - BowTech - Bear Jennings
 Pearson       In Stock Recurves

We Accept Major Credit Cards

27 Yrs. Experience

Q: How old were you when you 
got your first bass boat, and is it 
true that topwaters are the best lure 
to use when it rains?
-- Alex F (North Providence, RI)
A: I actually got my first boat when 
I was in high school (1958 or ‘59), 
and it really wasn’t what we con-
sider a bass boat now. I had a 20-
hp motor and put a trolling motor 
on the front of my boat when that 
was unheard of. Trolling motors 
were made for only the back of the 
boat back then. Everybody thought 
I was crazy. But now it’s unheard 
of not to see trolling motors on the 
front of the boat. Bass fishermen 
are innovative, and that’s why we 
have such great equipment. As for 
the second question, I’d disagree 
a little bit with that. I’d go with a 
spinnerbiat on top of the water or a 
buzzbait. My third choice would be 
a topwater bait.
Q: Do you think your success on 
the media side of fishing has hurt 
you on the competitive side as far 
as high finishes and payouts? Was 
this your desire and vision from 
day one, or did this just kind of 
happen?
-- Dave (Raeford, NC)
A: You know, the media came 
along because of the tournaments. 

Charles Pack caught a mess of 
smallmouth.  Photo courtesy of Three 
Rivers Edge in Hinton.

Particularly the early TV guys, we 
started in the tournamants and TV 
came along because of our suc-
cess in those tournaments. Because 
of my success, I wound up being 
guests on other shows, and people 
started saying, “You should get you 
own show.” However, I will say 
that I do 52 television shows a year, 
and it definitely hurts your success. 
If you just think about the days in-
volved, it becomes very difficult 
to prepare for fishing tournaments. 
It’s almost impossible for me to de-
vote any time to practice. In FLW 
Tours, there’s unlimited practice, 
and guys can spend sometimes 
30 days practicing. In BASS, you 
only get three days of practice, but 
I rarely even get to use those three 
days. Tournament competitors 
nowadays are just so, so good. I do 
love tournaments, the competition 
and the comaraderie, but I’m really 
not a tournament fisherman - never 
claimed to be. In the early days, the 
skill level in tournaments was only 
at the top of the tournament field, 
but now everyone is a great angler. 
So, it’s a lot tougher to compete 
with little or no practice. This next 
year I’m planning on dedicating at 
least three days to practice fishing 
for every tournament. Whether that 
works out or not, it’s hard to say.
Q: Since you’ve been a competi-
tive angler for quite some time, do 
you think that this sport will con-
tinue to be able to support the two 

major circuits, or do you think this 
will evolve into something where 
the two cicuits will combine for the 
better of the sport and its competi-
tors?



P.O. BOX 120
GREENVILLE, WV 24945

Call or Write For Info:

304-832-6635

14 Acre
Fishing Lake

Lodging Available At
Our Lodge -  With Meals

Trophy Whitetail
Fallow Deer
Wild Boar
Red Stag
Buffalo

Hunt Whitetail Deer& Exotic Game 
September Through April

Now Booking Hunts
At Our Hunting Preserve

Mountain Meadow
Shooting Preservewww.mountainmeadow.net

NOV. SPECIAL

        $395        WILD
BOAR  

TYGART LAKE
PROPERTY
464 Acres 

2 1/2 Miles Waterfront
City Water - Timber

Great Location
Barbour County
$1,300,000

304-457-1869
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- Dave (Raeford, NC)
A: You know, the media came 
along because of the tournaments. 
Particularly the early TV guys, we 
started in the tournamants and TV 
came along because of our suc-
cess in those tournaments. Because 
of my success, I wound up being 
guests on other shows, and people 
started saying, “You should get you 
own show.” However, I will say 
that I do 52 television shows a year, 
and it defi nitely hurts your success. 
If you just think about the days in-
volved, it becomes very diffi cult 
to prepare for fi shing tournaments. 
It’s almost impossible for me to de-
vote any time to practice. In FLW 
Tours, there’s unlimited practice, 
and guys can spend sometimes 
30 days practicing. In BASS, you 
only get three days of practice, but 
I rarely even get to use those three 
days. Tournament competitors 

nowadays are just so, so good. I do 
love tournaments, the competition 
and the comaraderie, but I’m really 
not a tournament fi sherman - never 
claimed to be. In the early days, the 
skill level in tournaments was only 
at the top of the tournament fi eld, 
but now everyone is a great angler. 
So, it’s a lot tougher to compete 
with little or no practice. This next 
year I’m planning on dedicating at 
least three days to practice fi shing 
for every tournament. Whether that 
works out or not, it’s hard to say.
Q: Since you’ve been a competi-
tive angler for quite some time, do 
you think that this sport will con-
tinue to be able to support the two 
major circuits, or do you think this 
will evolve into something where 
the two cicuits will combine for the 
better of the sport and its competi-
tors?
-- Dave (Raeford, NC)

A: That’s really diffi cult to answer. 
It is a possibility that the two cir-
cuits could combine. I like both or-
ganizations. I’ve fi shed BASS for 
a long time, and I’ve supported the 
FLW Tour from the beginning - Ir-
win Jacobs is my good friend. But, 



"Business Goes Where Invited -
Stays Where Appreciated"

Colonial Hotel - Motel
Hunters & Fishermen

Welcome
TV & AC                      Free Parking
                                  Center of City304-472-3000

Dalton Cutright, owner

24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Lazy Acres Mart

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

            1/2 Mile from
  Audra State Park in WV
  304-472-4279 LIVE BAIT
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Elkins
Motor
Lodge

Harrison Av.
ELKINS, WV

(304)
636-1400

HUNTERS WELCOME
 1863 TAVERN

Toll Free
877-636-1863
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Wild Eye Taxidermy

• Big Game
• Small Game
• Birds
• Fish
• European Mounts

Charles Aegan, Owner
Country Club Road

BUCKHANNON, WV

304
472-3023

SWAROVSKI
ScopesT&T GUN SHOP

GUNS • AMMO • ACCESSORIES
Reloading Supplies - Powder - Primers - Bullets - Dies & More

KOWA
Optimed Spotting Scopes

Jolynne Addition
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-AMMO

4-8 Tu-Thu-Fri
12-6 Sat

yes, the sport can support both or-
ganizations. We’ve got to the point 
where we’re bringing in many, 
many outside companies. And 
when that happens, there is enough 
support out there for both organi-
zations to continue. Somebody was 
just telling me the other day, the 
three hottest sports right now are 
NASCAR, poker and bass fishing. 
Those are the things that have re-

Mike VanFossen used a bow for 
this big buck.  Photo courtesy Of 
Boone’s Bow Shop in Parkersburg.

ally captured the imagination of the 
American public. There are plenty 
of people who don’t bass fish but 
are still captivated by the sport. 
Why? Because it’s fun and enter-
taining.
Q: Jimmy, what is your opinion 
about where bass go when they are 
released from tournament weigh-
in sites? Do they hang around the 
weigh-in area for several days?
-- Tim Kennedy (Hixson, TN)
A: The fish actually do both. De-
pends on the time of the year. If it’s 
in the spring, the fish are going to 
go directly to the nearest spawning 
areas. Outside of the spawn, they 
will generally go back to the areas 
where they were caught. We’ve 
tagged a lot of fish over the years, 
and we’ve definitely learned from 
that. In theory, the bass are a little 
bit like homing pigeons.
Q: Jimmy, what is a good way to 
start the process of becoming a pro 
angler?
-- Brant Davidson (Cache, OK)
A: One of the key things is to fish 
as many different lakes as you pos-
sibly can. One of the easiest ways 

to do that is to join a local bass club. 
Fishing with different individu-
als is very important because you 
get a lot of knowledge that way. If 
a person really wants to become 
knowledgeable, you can look at 
the Internet, read books and watch 
DVDs. We had to learn by trial 
and error back in the old days, but 
that’s a very inefficient way to go 
about things. I’m personally very 
impressed by the knowledge all of 
the young guys have today. When 
I first met Kevin VanDam, for ex-
ample, he won a tournament and 
came up to me and said he was able 
to beat me as a result of watching 
something on my TV show. We’re 
both fishing the same area, but he 
was making many more casts than 
I was. Finally, it’s just getting out 
on the water and fishing as many 
tournaments as you can. Too many 
people worry about sponsors right 
away. But if you’re good enough, 
sponsors will find you. Sponsors 
definitely are watching for the next 
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Young Dusty Turner Jr.  shot this 
big buck last year.  Photo courtesy of 
Tri-Lakes In Wlakersville.

great group of young guys.
Q: Hi Jimmy. What is your favorite 
lake to fish in Tennessee? 
-- Doug Fraser (Ashland City, TN)
A: I would probably say Kentucky 
Lake, which isn’t in Tennessee. 
Chickamauga is a good one as 
well. Tennessee is a state that has a 
reputation as a difficult state to fish. 
Percy Priest is another good one. 
Nickajack is also good. The lakes 
on the upper end of the Tennessee 
River are tremendous pieces of wa-
ter. On a side note, my wife actually 
won every Bass N’ Gal tournament 

that was ever fished in Tennessee.

Q: Jimmy ... When you and your 
production crew sit down to dis-
cuss what lakes you will fish for 
your show, what criteria do you 
use? Also, do you view your show 
more as entertainment over teach-
ing bass fishing?
-- GL (Jackson, MI)
A: What we try to do, because I 
live in Oklahoma, we do more TV 
shows with geographical consider-
ations than anything else, just be-
cause lakes in Texas, Oklahoma, 
etc., are closer. But I’ve fished all 
over the world. We try to put our-
selves in the best situation. We’ll go 
to a certain lake when it’s the best 
time to catch certain fish. I general-
ly go South in the winter and North 
in the summer. We try to also hit 
the right weather conditions. I’ve 
been doing this for 29 years, and 

we’ve never staged on fish. Some 
shows do that, but we don’t. If I go 
out fishing and we don’t catch any-
thing, we won’t do a show. With 
our show, we try to blend entertain-
ment with education. To me, fish-
ing is fun. That’s what we try to do 
with every TV program. And that’s 
what it’s all about. Unfortunately, 
some tournament fishermen forget 
to have fun - they don’t even have 
fun when they’re winning.
Q: What is the most important thing 
you do when trying to pattern fish?
-- Rod Blankenship (Fort Payne , 
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David DeBord caught a nice Sum-
mersville Lake catfish.

A: The obvious thing is that you 
need to catch more than one to start 
developing a pattern. You think 
about four things: time of the year, 
type of water - you wouldn’t pat-
tern a fish the same on a river as 
a lake - you’ve got to think about 
what the water is doing, and what 
the weather is doing. If you’re just 
going to go fishing for the fun of it, 
then you try to use those criteria. If 
you can’t develop it, go to the next 
likely pattern. But tournaments are 
different. With so many boats, you 
might start with your fifth-best pat-
tern because guys are so good that 
all of the easy patterns are going to 
be figured out. If you do what other 
people aren’t doing, your pattern 
will likely hold up better. Howev-
er, the one time of the season that 
doesn’t always work is during the 
spawn. And if it was up to me, I 
wouldn’t have any tournaments 
during the spawn. 
Q : Maybe can you explain the 
evolution of catch-and-release.
A: I fished my first BASS tourna-
ment in 1968, third one they ever 

had. I caught 11 bass that weighed 
52 pounds, 11 ounces. It was a 15-
bass limit back then. Now, it’s a 
five-bass limit, of course. That 52 
pounds I caught, we carried them 
in an icebox to the weigh-in. Three 
of those fish were filleted and given 
to charity. But those fish - three of 

those over 8 pounds - never swam 
in that lake again. But now we’ve 
changed to where we have 98-per-
cent release ratios. There are new 
technologies that allow you to ac-
tually weigh the fish right in the 
water. They’re currently testing it 
in Canada right now. 
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