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FREE Unloading at Your Site
Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV
Save money when you buy mill direct
by taking out the middleman!
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Affordable Log
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 Hunter White caught a 5 1/2 lb. 
and an 8 lb., 2 oz. largemouth 
bass at the Stonewall Classic 2 
day bass tournament.  He fished 
with his dad, Chris, and they 
won the event with 32 lbs, 9 oz.
  Crossbow and archery season 
opened on September 30.  Time 
to get all your equipment ready 
for the season.  Looking for ar-
chery buck pictures - form is on 
page 38.



Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm

Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

304-595-2699

CROSSBOWS
• EXCALIBER

• 10 POINT
• KILLER

  INSTINCT

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP
COMPLETE BOW SERVCE

BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

Chelyan, WV
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I-77 N • Exit 138 • RT 62 S • 304-372-1323
Visit us online for more details • meyersrvsuperstores.com

1350 Ripley Rd., Ripley, WV 25271

Jocelyn Murray, from Wood Co., 
got an early archery buck. 

Darrell Hornbeck caught a 9 1/4 
pound rainbow trout near Elkins.

Two Record Black Crappie

Allen Marks hooked a 47” Tygart 
River musky and released it.

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— Gov. Jim Justice announced 
that the West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources (WVDNR) 
has reported that two anglers fish-
ing together on Aug. 8 caught 
state-record black crappie, set-
ting records for both length and 
weight.
  “I’m thrilled to celebrate this un-
precedented fishing achievement 
and hope these new benchmarks 
inspire anglers from all over to 
come and explore West Virginia’s 
world-class fishing opportuni-
ties,” said Gov. Jim Justice.
  At 7:30 a.m., Lindell Marker of 
Sod, W.Va., caught a 17.36-inch 
black crappie, surpassing the 
previous length record of 17.32 

inches set by Craig Webb, also at 
Woodrum Lake. Marker’s catch 
tied the existing weight record of 
2.85 pounds, also held by Webb. 
At 8:45 a.m., Dwight Priestley 
of Alum Creek, W.Va., caught 
a 17.76-inch, 3.15-pound black 
crappie that surpassed Marker’s 
shortly-held record and set new 
records for length and weight. 
Both fish were certified by WVD-
NR Fisheries Biologist Cory 
Hartman. These record-breaking 
crappies were caught using live 
minnows.
  “These new records are a tes-
tament to the incredible fishing 
opportunities at Woodrum Lake,” 
said WVDNR Director Brett Mc-



JAN  4 - 5, 2025
HURRICANE, WV

PUTNAM CO PARKS & RECS
CONFERENCE CENTER

1 Valley Park Drive
Hurricane, WV 25526

Jan.  25 - 26, 2025
CLARKSBURG, WV

NATHAN GOFF
NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY

3 Armory Drive
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Feb.  1 - 2, 2025
LEWISBURG, WV

WV STATE FAIR GROUNDS
WV Building

947 Maple Ave
Lewisburg, WV  24901

Feb.  15 - 16, 2025
PARKERSBURG, WV

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
1500 Blizzard Drive

Parkersburg, WV 26101

R&R SHOW GUIDELINES
 * YOU MAY BRING IN FIREARMS TO TRADE OR SELL BUT THEY MUST BE  

UNLOADED AND WILL BE CHECKED AT THE FRONT GATE
 *  NO TRADING IN THE FRONT LOBBY AREA OR OUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING.
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 *  DO NOT BRING IN MORE THAN YOU CAN CARRY AT ONE TIME.  

 *  CHILDREN ARE WELCOME BUT THEY MUST BE WITH AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.  
  *  NO ONE UNDER THE AGE OF 18 IS PERMITTED TO HANDLE  FIREARMS.

GUN SHOWSGUN SHOWS

We are always looking for new vendors for our various locations.
If you are interested, Please contact us at wvgunshows@gmail.com or fill 
out the Vendor Registration Form on our Website and send us a message.

R & R
SHOWS

Admission: $6  Weekend Pass $10
www.RANDRGUNSHOWS.COM

304-575-6895    304-575-6864

MORE DATES/LOCATIONS TO COME

View On Facebook
R&R WV Gunshows

Oct.  12 - 13, 2024
BECKLEY, WV

BECKLEY RALEIGH CO. 
CONVENTION CENTER

    Main Arena - downstairs
     200 Armory Drive - Off 

Eisenhower Drive
    Beckley, WV  25801

Oct.  19 - 20, 2024
ELKINS, WV

PHIL GAINER COMM CENTER
142 Robert E Lee Ave.

Elkins WV  26250
Oct. 26 - 27, 2024
LEWISBURG, WV

WV STATE FAIR GROUNDS
WV   Building

947  Maple Ave
Lewisburg, WV  24901

Nov.  2 - 3, 2024
SUMMERSVILLE, WV 

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
3-Armory Way-Off Rt. 19
Summersville, WV 26651

Dec. 14 - 15, 2024
FLATWOODS,WV

DAYS INN CONFERENCE 
CENTER

350 Days Drive
Flatwoods, WV 26601

Dec. 21 - 22, 2024
PARKERSBURG, WV

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
1500 Blizzard Drive

Parkersburg, WV 26101

Lydell Marker caught the state re-
cord black crappie 17.32” and tied 
the weight record of 2.85 pounds.

Dwight Priestley has the record 
black crappie with 17.76” and 
3.15 lbs. that his fishing compan-
ion broke that same day.

Million. “We are thrilled to cele-
brate these outstanding achieve-
ments by Lindell Marker and 
Dwight Priestley. Their catches 
not only set new benchmarks but 
also highlight the quality of our 

continue to the next page
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B&B PAWN SHOP304-269-6330 BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

PAWN - BUY
SELL - TRADE

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
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ALUM BRIDGE, WV
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• Electronics
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles • UTV • ATV
Service & Sales

US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

www.supersmittys.com
Toby Murley arrowed a Marshall 
Co. buck.  Photo courtesy of Tyler 
Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.

state’s fisheries.”
  With these catches, the WVDNR 
has reported eight record-break-
ing catches so far in 2024. A re-
cord-breaking channel catfish was 
caught in Wayne County in July, 
a record-breaking black crappie 
and redear sunfish were caught 
at Woodrum Lake in Jackson 
County and Plum Orchard Lake 
in Fayette County in June, a re-
cord-breaking bowfin was caught 
in March on the Ohio River in Ma-
son County and a record-breaking 
redbreast sunfish and tiger trout 
were caught at New Creek Lake 
in Grant County in February. To 

learn more about state fish re-
cord categories, visit WVdnr.gov/
state-records.
  All anglers 15 and older must 
have a West Virginia fishing li-
cense, which can be purchased 
online at WVfish.com. Anglers 
are reminded that a trout stamp 
is required when fishing for trout. 
They are also encouraged to up-
grade their fishing experience by 
opting for a physical license card 
when they purchase their 2024 
fishing license.

Landon Robertson got a 9 point 
bow buck in Wayne County.



Fall Clearance
PONTOON 

SALE

GREAT PRICING ON 2023 LEFTOVERS

222 FCR

222 CR

Financing Available

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535

304-529-0487
www.rodgersmithmarine.com SKEETER

Family Fun!
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SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— Gov. Jim Justice and the West 
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources (WVDNR) today remind-
ed hunters to get ready for the 
opening of archery and crossbow 
seasons for white-tailed deer, 
black bear and wild boar, which 
will opened on Sept. 28. 
  Hunters are encouraged to pur-
chase their license and stamps at 
WVhunt.com before the seasons 
start.
  “With the start of archery and 
crossbow seasons, West Virginia’s 
fall beauty will be on full display, 
giving hunters the perfect oppor-
tunity to experience the thrill of 
the outdoors,” Gov. Justice said. 
“I encourage everyone to get their 
licenses early and make the most 
of this incredibly exciting season. 
As a lifelong  outdoorsman, I can 

tell you this is one of my favorite 
times of the year.”
White-Tailed Deer
  Hunters may harvest one deer 
with a base license and up to two 
additional deer with a Class RB or 
RRB stamp. Resident landown-
ers hunting on their own proper-
ty and Class DT license holders 
don’t need to purchase additional 
stamps. In nine counties, hunters 
must harvest an antlerless deer 
before taking a second antlered 
deer. In archery-only counties 
(Logan, McDowell, Mingo and 
Wyoming), hunters may take up 
to two deer, with only one being 
antlered. For more information 
about the deer archery and cross-
bow seasons, see pages 26–28 in 
the West Virginia Hunting Reg-
ulations Summary available to 
download at WVdnr.gov.

Black Bear
  Hunters may take two bears an-
nually if at least one is harvested 
in Boone, Fayette, Kanawha, Lo-

Tyler Bledsoe hunted in Mingo 
Co. for this female 6 point buck.  
They generally won’t lose their 
velvet.  Once in a lifetime.

continue to the next page



Largest lake in the region (27 acres)
Stocked monthly (catfish in warm months, trout in cold months)
Minutes off the interstate with Ample parking
Shoreline fishing / kayaks are permitted
Accessible dock, kayak dock
July-August catfish tournaments
On-site bait shop

Ridenour Lake - Nitro, WV

NitroCVB.com

Morgan Spurlock used a com-
pound bow for a Logan Co. buck.
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gan, McDowell, Mingo, Nicho-
las, Raleigh or Wyoming coun-
ties. The daily bag limit is one. 
A base license and Bear Damage 
Stamp (Class DS) are required 
for residents, while nonresidents 
also need a Bear Hunting License 
(Class EE), Conservation/Law 
Enforcement Stamp (CS/LE) or 
Class EE-L and a National For-
est Stamp (Class I) if hunting on 
national forest lands. For more in-
formation about the bear archery 
and crossbow season, see page 
40 in the West Virginia Hunting 
Regulations Summary available 
to download at WVdnr.gov.
Wild Boar
  West Virginia’s wild boar sea-
son is only open in Boone, Logan, 
Raleigh and Wyoming counties, 
with a season limit of one boar. A 
second split of the season is Feb. 

7–9, 2025. To hunt in February, 
hunters will need a 2025 license, 
which will go on sale in Decem-
ber. For more information about 
the wild boar season, see page 45 
in the West Virginia Hunting Reg-
ulations Summary available to 
download at WVdnr.gov.
Bowhunter Survey
  Bowhunters from last season 
are encouraged to participate in 
the WVDNR’s annual bowhunter 
survey, which helps gather data 
for wildlife management. Survey 
invitations will be emailed the 
week of Sept. 23.
  Hunters are also reminded that 
all big game must be tagged and 
electronically registered. Hunters 
harvesting two deer in one day do 
not need to check the first before 
taking the second.
  All hunters 15 and older are re-

quired to have a valid West Vir-
ginia hunting license, unless 
hunting under resident landowner 
privileges. Hunters also must car-
ry a valid form of identification. 
To purchase a hunting license and 
stamps or upgrade an existing li-
cense, visit WVhunt.com.
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OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY • SELL
TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfish & More

We Do Gun Transfers

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT
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Insurance

2024 Mast Survey

Brian Galloway reeled in a great 
summer largemoth bass. 

ELKINS, W.Va. — Hunters get-
ting ready for fall hunting seasons 
may now consult the 2024 Hunt-
ing Outlook and Mast Survey, the 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources (WVDNR) announced 
today.
  The annual publication, which 
provides details about the abun-
dance of wild fruits and nuts pro-
duced by 18 species of trees and 
shrubs, forecasts similar harvests 
for deer, black bear, wild turkey, 
squirrel and bobwhite quail com-
pared to last year.
  “On behalf of the WVDNR, I 
would like to extend our sincer-
est gratitude to everyone who 
helped us collect data and make 
this important survey possible,” 
said WVDNR Director Brett Mc-
Million. “Every hunting season in 
West Virginia comes with unique 
opportunities and challenges, so I 
encourage folks to use this report 
to their advantage as they enjoy a 
great hunting season this fall."
   The report, which is compiled 
by active and retired staff from 
the WVDNR’s Wildlife Re-
sources Section and West Vir-

Hunter and Chris White won the Stonewall Classic bass event with a 
2 day weight of 32 lbs., 9 oz.  It was their 2nd Classic win.

continue to the next page



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline  Musky Lures
 • Food • Live Bait • Minnows & More

• Fishing Tackle • Crossbows

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5 am-8 pm Fr

8 am-8 pm Sat
Closed Sunday

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
Safe

Showroom

LIVE
BAIT

Ravin - Barnette
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Dianna Masters arrowed a Pleas-
ants Co. 10 point. Photo courtesy of 
Tyler Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane  Exchange
 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

www.rockcave.iga.com
ginia Division of Forestry, may 
be downloaded at WVdnr.gov/
mast-survey.
  According to the report, which 
includes outlooks for individual 

game species, hard and soft mast 
production was mixed this year. 
White and chestnut oak acorn 
production is up compared to last 
year in some parts of the state, but 
production for red/black and scar-
let oak is down, though results 
are near the long-term average. 
Beech, walnut and hickory mast 
is down compared to 2023 levels 
and from the long-term average.
 “The availability of mast is 
mixed across the state this year, 
which can change where and how 
animals move and create new op-
portunities for hunters to have a 
successful harvest,” said Holly 
Morris, furbearer and small game 
project leader for the WVDNR’s 
Wildlife Resources Section. “As 
every year, we recommend hunt-
ers review the mast survey for 
more information on predicted 
wildlife harvests and mast pro-

duction in each West Virginia 
region as they plan their hunting 
adventures.”
  All hunters 15 and older are re-
quired to have a valid West Vir-
ginia hunting license and valid 
form of identification while hunt-
ing, which can be purchased at 
license agents across the state or 
online at WVhunt.com.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

• LOW Ad rates
• In Business 34 Years

• Reach Customers
Online For FREE

www.wvasportsman.net

Gavin Carr had archery success 
on an 11 point. Photo courtesy of Ty-
ler Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.



Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans
Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Guns • Electronics • Tools • Archery • And More

Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104

    (304) 428 PAWN (7296)6)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298
www.carlspawnshop.com          MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM    SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION
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Josh Balser caught the big bass 
(5-4 lbs. largemouth) on day 2 of 
the Stonewall Classic.   

Dave Riddle & Tim Wade had the 
big bag (19-7 lbs.) on day 1 of the 
Stonewall Classic.  Finished 2nd.

continue to the next page

  My 13-year-old son, Vegas, and 
one of his buddies fish a youth 
team bass tournament league that 
typically draws 30 to 40 boats. 
When I launched them at an event 
earlier this month, I noticed that 
decaying matter from the bottom 
had floated to the surface.
  That told me the lake was turn-
ing over. I knew the young an-
glers who were fishing the tour-
nament were going to struggle to 
get bites. Only one team caught a 
limit of bass. Vegas and his part-
ner finished fifth with one bass, 
a 4-pounder. Most of the teams 
failed to catch a fish.
  The dreaded fall turnover always 
makes for awful fishing. It has 
already started up north where I 
live and will soon be happening 
farther south. This phenomenon 
is basically a mixing of the upper 

Coping With The Fall Turnover For Bass
By Michael Iaconelliand lower layers of water.

  During the summer, most lakes 
stratify into two layers that are 
demarcated by a thermocline. The 

water above the thermocline is 
warmer and has sufficient oxygen 
content to support fish. The water 
below the thermocline is much 
cooler and lacking in oxygen.
 In autumn, the surface layer 
eventually cools to the point that 
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Burnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

Snacks/Beverages
Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

Lots Of Jigs
ACC Rods

Zoom & More
 Rods & Reels

Yamamoto & More

304-853-2822
LIVE BAIT

Gasoline • Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

PONTOON
RENTALS

LARGE
TACKLE

SELECTIONClosing 
Oct 15
Re - Open
April 15

Mark Moran hooked a late season 
largemouth bass & released it.

continue to the next page

10% Sale On Tackle NOW

613 E Main St.
HARRISVILLE, WV

304-643-2940

LIVE BAIT
MINNOWS • NIGHTCRAWLER • MEAL WORM
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Buy - Sell - Trade - Pawn

Archery Equipment
Tools - Chainsaws

Open: Mon Tue Thu Fri 8-4
Wed & Sat 8 to Noon
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A
M
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 the thermocline disappears and 
the two layers begin mixing. This 
puts bass into a serious funk. 
I think of it in terms of when I 
have a headache. I still manage to 
function, but I’m not my normal, 
cheerful self.
 Fortunately, the turnover is 
short-lived and is over in a week 
or two. The bass snap back, and 
they’re hungry. Then again, you 
can catch bass during a turnover. 
It will be challenging, but it’s not 
a lost cause. There are a number 
of things I do when I have to deal 
with a lake that’s turning over.
  Run from the turnover: On large 
bodies of water, and especially 
on reservoirs, the turnover does 

Dalton Simmons landed a quality 
largemouth bass recently.

not happen all over the lake at 
the same time. If the turnover is 
happening on the upper end of the 
lake, run to the dam or vice ver-
sa. Even if you fish the same lake 
every week, you may be able to 
avoid bass that have a turnover 
headache.
  Go shallow: You might have 
been on the best deep bite in the 
world prior to the turnover. But 
when this phenomenon happens, 
go shallow, bro. There is less mix-
ing of water in the shallows, so 
bass living no deeper than 5 feet 
are not nearly as affected. There 
are always some bass in shallow 
water, and some of the bass in 
deep water will move shallow to 

escape the turnover.
  This is typically a power-fishing 
gig for me. I’ll cover water with 
things like crankbaits, spinner-



Burns’ Bait & CarryoutBurns’ Bait & Carryout

Minnows
Shiners

LIVE BAIT
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• Worms - Minnows

• Fishing Tackle
• Hunting Equipment
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• Food - Concessions
• CAMPGROUND

HUNT/FISH LICENSE
     GAME CHECK

INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53
484 LITTLE KANAWHA PKWY
ELIZABETH, WV

304-275-4444
Burnsfamilystore@gmail.com

Mon-Sat 5am to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information

Tackle

Case Knives

Guns
Ammo

THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH • MISSION • PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

304-622-8440

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE
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Danny Shanholz was pleased with 
this hue largemouth bass.

continue to the next page

baits and swimming jigs. I don’t 
expect to get a lot of bites, but I’ll 
get enough to make it worthwhile.
  Wind, wind, wind: You often 
hear fishermen say, “The wind 
is your friend.” That’s especial-
ly true during the fall turnover. 
When wind and waves are beat-
ing on the bank they quicken the 
water-mixing process. The con-
ditions are more to a bass’ liking, 
and the water movement also 

makes for better feeding condi-
tions.
  This is another instance for 
power fishing. I love throwing 
jerkbaits and vibrating jigs when 
waves crash on the bank.
  Current: Just as with the wind, 
a current enhances the mixing of 
water and reduces the impact of 
the turnover on fish. I look for 
moving water in feeder streams, 
and in creek arms that have wa-

ter running into them. A cause-
way that funnels water through 
a bridge is another place where 
you’ll find bass taking advantage 
of a current.
  Isolated ladder cover: This can 
be hard to find, but it’s a good 
one. Ladder cover is anything 
that gives a bass something they 
can travel along from shallow to 
deep water. Two prime examples 
are a long dock and a large fallen 
tree. The water may be only 2 feet 
deep near the bank, but it could 
be 20 feet deep and the end of the 
dock or tree.
  During a turnover, ladder cov-
er gives a bass a comfort zone to 
follow from one depth to anoth-
er. But this only holds true if the 
ladder cover is isolated. A bank 
with a string of long docks, for 



www.bosgunshop.com
Located In Ravenswood, WV  -  Order Online

eMail:  sales@bosgunshop.com

 example, spreads the bass out 
and makes them harder to find. A 
single dock or laydown on a bank 
is a bass magnet.
  No matter what you do, the bite 
is going to be tough during a turn-
over. But if you take advantage of 
these tips, your day on the water is 
much less likely to be a lost cause.
  You can learn more about how I 
fish during a turnover and under 
other conditions at www.mikei-
aconelli.com or www.youtube.
com/c/goingike.

COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV
Complete Hookups
It’s Our 45th Year!
304-227-4219
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Johnny Crockett landed this pos-
sible state record musky at the 
Stonewall Classic - 56” released.

  Archaic humans began hunting 
around 3 million years ago, and it 
has remained a part of our civili-
zation since then.[
  When archeologists discovered 
early evidence of our human an-
cestors' hunting activities, it be-
came clear that adding meat to the 
diet meant big changes for ear-
ly Homo sapiens. For example, 
skeleton size increased soon after, 
suggesting meat was important 
for evolution.
 Researchers believed early hu-
mans waited in trees for their prey 
to pass underneath, rather than 
chase after animals the way hunt-
ers in the classical and Renais-
sance periods generally did.
  Bows and arrows were a univer-
sal method of hunting, except in 
Australia.
Hunting Men Facts
  Weapon choices vary, but a bow 
and arrow are fairly traditional
 Blowpipes, or blow guns, are 
some of the most dangerous 
weapons a hunter can use.
 The Australian boomerang, now 

 Hunting Through The Years
a popular toy and tourist gift, was 
originally a tool used for hunting.
  When early humans hunted big-
ger game, like antelopes, they 
chose to eat only adults, leaving 
behind younger and older animals 

Stacy Hart caught this 41 1/2” gar 
at the St. Marys boat launch.

continue to the next page
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5961

www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

Freddie Collins caught big bass at 
a night event at Burnsville Lake. 

in the herd.
  Hunting may have helped estab-
lish traditional gender roles, as 
males were forced to learn to hunt 
more efficiently in order to feed 
their female mates and offspring.
  When agriculture was introduced 
about 11,000 years ago, hunting 
became less important as people 
dedicated more time to cultivat-
ing crops.
  Hunting is still important for 
people who live in areas where 
farming is impossible or very dif-
ficult, such as rainforests in South 
America or jungles in Southeast-
ern Asia.
  Artemis, daughter of Zeus, was 
the virgin Greek goddess of the 
hunt.
  Diana, the Roman equivalent of 
Artemis, guarded forests and the 
animals who lived there.
  Mixcoatl was the Aztec god of 
hunting. To ensure a prosperous 
hunting season, the Aztecs per-
formed human sacrifices.Aztec 
Hunting Sacrifice
  Aztecs often made humans sac-
rifices to ensure the favor of the 
gods (we're curious about how 
they hunted those animals)
  Dogs were most likely trained to 
hunt alongside humans in the ear-

ly Neolithic era, and some breeds 
were developed to hunt specific 
animals.
  Horses were raised to hunt start-
ing in 2nd millennium.
  In ancient Egypt, hunters were 
a separate class, often hunting for 

nobles and aristocrats as well as 
on their own.
  The use of hunting dogs can 
be traced back to ancient Egypt, 
where greyhounds were used to 
track gazelles.

continue to the next page



235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379

email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is
required for resrvations.  Major credit cards

are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS
Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort
• All log cabins are exceptionally clean
  and beautifully decorated to be your
  home away from home.
• Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
  safe environment
• Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.
• Four person cabins have full bed 
  downstairs and two twin beds in loft.
• Six person cabins have king or queen beds
  and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
  dishwasher, and washer and dryer.
• Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
  Two baths and an eight person hot tub.
• Accessible cabin available.

• Satellite TV and DVD player
• Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
• Full bath with shower
• Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
  playground and horseshoe pits
• Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
  souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts
• Open 365 days a year
• Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
  Palmer Golf course.  2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
  Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
  hunting just two minutes away.
• Join the fun this year.
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Drake Cole - 7 3/4 walleye.  Photo 
courtesy of WaterDawg in Hinton.

Jacqueline Compton landed a 
channel catfish at North Bend.continue to the next page

In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry

pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

• Grow A Healthier Herd
• Attract Deer

Made In

“Coursing” is the use of hounds in 
hunting.
“Gun dogs” are dogs that hunt by 
scent and sight, and both fetch 
birds after they have been killed 
as well as sighting them before. 
Setters, spaniels, and pointers 
are the most common "gun dog" 
breeds.
  During the Middle Ages, hunt-
ing as a sport was reserved for 
the rich and done on private lands 
owned by aristocrats.
Some hunting techniques in the 
early modern era involved putting 
animals in an enclosed space and 
allowing them to be killed out-
right with little effort.
  In many early Northern Europe-
an tribes, slaves were forbidden 
from hunting since they were not 
allowed to own weapons or bear 
arms.
  Hunting with firearms began in 
the 16th century.
 The perils of duck hunting are 
great - especially for the duck.- 
Walter Cronkite
  In 1515, the French government 
made hunting and poaching ille-
gal for peasants.
  Punishments for peasants who 
hunted on grounds owned by no-



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

• Fiberglass
• Aluminum
• Pontoon

2025 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages
• Convenience Items
Everything you need for

a day on the water!
372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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Justin Pecsetto caught a PB 6 lb. 2 
oz. largemouth at Stonewall.

bles included being sewn into a 
deerskin and chased by hunting 
dogs, who would kill the prey 
upon capture.
  Kings would often demonstrate 
their hunting ability for an audi-
ence of nobles. To do so, kings 
would have game brought to 
closed arena before shooting and 
killing it, rather than hunting it in 
the wild.
  Nobility in medieval England 
hunted several animals, including 

the stag, the boar, and even otters.
 Queen Elizabeth I enjoyed 
hawking (where prey is killed by 
trained hawks) as well as hunting.
  Royal feasts in medieval and re-
naissance Europe often included 
wild boar and venison, sometimes 
killed by the king himself.
  Red deer, fallow deer, and hares 
were hunted for their ability to 
lead a chase, an exciting change 
from waiting for prey to wander 
into range.

 The French Revolution opened 
up lands for hunting, but the sud-
den free-reign of people on hunt-
ing grounds caused massive ani-
mal and ecosystem damage.
 Foxes were initially hunted like 
vermin but were eventually hunt-
ed for sport.
  Wolves were considered a type 
of vermin in early Europe. Peo-
ple were allowed to kill as many 
wolves as they could, whenever 
they could.
Hunting Fact Wolves
  Wolves were hunted to extinc-
tion in the UK, but species still 
remain in North America and in 
continental Europe
  By 1770, wolves had become 
extinct in the British isles due to 

continue to page 20



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • LLUNGEN • BITE BACK

JONES • BOGGS • MYERS
COBB’S • RED OCTOBER 

HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • Megabass • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Savage Gear • Bio Bait • Live Target • Crunchcity • Roboworm
Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

  Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Williamstown, WV 26187   

On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  MOLIX • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

MADKATZ - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA • OUTLAW

OVER 
4,000
RODS

PLASTICS

TROUT

220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES

LINE

COOLERS

CRANKBAITS

REELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week
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FFS
LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING

SONAR BAITS



• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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FREE Online 
www.wvasportsman.net

overhunting.[6]
  In the 1800s, over-hunting had 
brought about the extinction of 
several species, prompting the in-
troduction of the extensive game 
laws currently in place in Great 
Britain.
  In the UK, nothing more deadly 
than a double-barreled shotgun is 
allowed as a hunting weapon, as 
the shooter can only unload two 
bullets before reloading, thus al-
lowing prey the chance to escape.
  It costs about $20 and takes about 
5 hours for the average deer hunt-
er to secure one pound of venison.
  The most common “trophy” ani-
mal (an animal meant to be killed 
and then displayed) in the United 
States is the snow goose.
  American hunters track and kill 
most of their trophy animals in 
Canada.
  In Africa, the most common tro-
phy animal is the lion, followed 
by the elephant and the leopard.
  Samuel Colt, the man who cre-
ated an empire selling hunting 
weapons, was said to have coined 
the phrase “new and improved.”
  Only five percent of Americans 
participated in hunting during the 

• Free Hot Breakfast
• Free WiFi
• Pet Friendly
• 24 Hour Front Desk
• Outside Electric
• Fitness Center
• Meeting Room
• Nearby Attractions

  Mardi Gras Casino
 Ridenour Lake
 Shopping Plaza

1211 Liberty Park Drive
Building A

Hurricane, WV
304-397-3200

past five years, meaning the sport 
is on the decline.
 Non-violent natural activities, 
such as nature photography and 
bird watching, are replacing hunt-
ing in popularity.
Hunting Conservation Fact
 Somewhat ironically, money 
spent on hunting helps fund wild-
life conservation efforts
 Taxes on hunting licenses and 
equipment pay for 60% of wildlife 
agencies’ expenses. Less hunting 

Advertising Info
Details On Page 3

Dustin Wilburn caught a 5 lb. 
largemouth at Stonewall.continue to page 22



108 Chemistry Drive/ 5 Lane
ELKINS, WV 

26241
304-636-7732 www.elkinsmotorsports.net
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SPORTING GOODS • PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS • FISHING • AMMO

MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK
69 N. MAIN ST.

PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN 

Located Near The Winfield Locks - 12210 Winfield Rd, Winfield, WV

Open: Mon 9-5 • Wed to Sat 8-6  Closed Tue & Sun

LIVE BAIT
Bass • Crappie

Bluegill • Bullhead
Minnows

Gold Fish • Shiners
Eels • Chicken Liver
Skip Jacks • Shad

Nightcrawler • Mealworm

Catfish • Trout • Musky
Tackle “We Have Mad Katz”
Hooks - ProLine Products

Bass Tournament Tackle
Googan • Yamamota • Power Bait
Crushcity • Keitech • Yum • Nikko

Strike King • KVD • Roboworm
6th Sense • Axle and MORE!

Rods and Reels
GET HOOKED   304-964-4072

GET HOOKED WV
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Maddy Richards hooked a huge 
bluegill in Ritchie County.

contnue to page 24

means less funding, which is a 
concern for many state-run wild-
life and recreational departments
  President Theodore Roosevelt, 
himself an avid hunter, helped 
create the “conservation through 
wise use” principle and encour-
aged other hunters to donate to 
causes that would preserve the 
land they hunted on.
  New York sold its first deer 
hunting permit in 1864. President 
Roosevelt helped more states sell 
licenses, thus allowing for health-
ier revenue streams.
  In 1937, Congress passed legis-
lation that required money earned 
from hunting licenses and prod-
ucts to be used for conservation 
efforts.
  Almost a third of hunters in the 
United States are baby boomers.
  Most hunters retire from the 
sport by the age of 65.

 As the temperatures drop and 
the leaves begin to change, so do 
the habits of bass. Fall is a prime 
time to fish, but being successful 
during this season means prepar-
ing for those shifting patterns and 
conditions.
Understanding Fall Bass Behav-
ior
  In the fall, bass become more ac-
tive, feeding heavily in prepara-

Fall Bass Fishing
By Laura Ann Foshee

tion for the colder months. As the 
water cools, they move from their 
deep summer spots toward shal-
lower areas, following schools of 
baitfish. This transition is key for 
anglers, and knowing where to 
find them is half the battle.
  Target areas like main lake 
points, coves, and creeks—plac-
es where baitfish tend to gather. 
Bass will often be close by, ready 
to strike. Early fall can still see 
bass holding in deeper waters, but 
as the season progresses, they’ll 
head to shallow waters, partic-
ularly during sunny afternoons 



Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

Lewis County CVB on Facebook     or    www.stonewallcountry.com    304-269-7328

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
          STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
               304-269-7328
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 
• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILLER     

INSTINCT • TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS 

• HOYT • BEAR

GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT

SAFES • KNIVES

It’s FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock

Thermal
Scopes:

N-Vision  AGM
Pulsar  iRay

Class 3 Dealer
Silencers

when the water warms up just a 
bit more.
Adjusting Your Tackle for Fall 
Fishing
 Your tackle setup plays a huge 
role in your fall fishing success. 
Since bass are focused on feed-
ing up for winter, they’re chas-
ing smaller baitfish, which means 
downsizing your lures can lead to 
more bites. Some of the best fall 
baits include:
Crankbaits: These are great for 
covering water and mimicking 
the baitfish bass are feeding on.
Spinnerbaits: These are perfect 
for targeting bass in shallow, 
grassy areas, especially as they 
chase schools of bait.
Jigs: A jig with a craw trailer can 
be deadly around rocks and wood, 
where bass often lurk during this 
time of year.
Lipless Crankbaits: These are 
excellent for working over grass 
beds and targeting fast-moving 
bass.
 As for your line, fluorocarbon 
is a solid choice for its sensitivi-
ty and low visibility in clear fall 
waters. Stick with a medium to 
medium-heavy rod to give you 
the versatility needed to switch 
between techniques as the condi-
tions demand.
Best Fall Fishing Locations
  Finding the right spot is always 
crucial, but during fall, it can 
make or break your day. The key 
is to find the bait, because where 
there’s baitfish, there’s bass. 
Some of the best areas to target in 
fall include:
  Creeks and Coves: Bass will 
move into these areas as they fol-
low schools of baitfish to shallow-
er waters.
  Main Lake Points: These points 
act as migration routes for bass 
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moving from deep to shallow wa-
ter.
  Vegetation and Structure: Look 
for submerged vegetation and 
structures that offer both cov-
er and ambush opportunities for 
bass.
  Using your electronics, like 
depth finders and forward-facing 
sonar, can help locate schools 
of baitfish, which are critical to 
tracking down active bass.
Time of Day: When to Fish in the 
Fall
  When it comes to fall fishing, 

Aiden Tackett caught a 27” wall-
eye at the Winfield Locks.  Photo 
courtesy of Get Hooked in Winfield.

timing can be everything. Bass 
often become more active as the 

continue to page 26
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RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS
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Macy Bland got an 8 point buck.  
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain 
Sporting Goods in Elkins.  

continue to the next page

www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s
warms the water, so focus your 
efforts on mid-day or early af-
ternoon trips when temperatures 
have had a chance to rise slightly. 
This is especially true after a cool 
night, as the bass will be sluggish 
until the sun gets higher in the sky.
  That said, stay flexible. Local 
weather conditions can play a 
huge role—an extended warm 
spell can keep bass feeding 
throughout the day, while a cold 
front might slow them down until 
things stabilize again.
Prepping Your Boat for Fall
  As you gear up for fall fishing, 
don’t forget to give your boat a 
little TLC too. Make sure all your 
equipment is ready for the season:
  Check your batteries: Cooler 
weather can affect battery life, so 
double-check everything to avoid 
any surprises on the water.
  Inspect your electronics: Ensure 
your fish finders and other gear 
are functioning properly.
Safety first: Check life jackets, 
throw cushions, and any other 
safety gear to ensure it’s in good 
condition.
  Dressing for Success: Fall Fish-
ing Clothing and Safety Tips
  Fall mornings can be cold, 

and even though the afternoons 
might warm up, it’s crucial to 
dress in layers. Start with a mois-
ture-wicking base layer to keep 
sweat off your skin, followed by a 
warm insulating layer, and finish 
with a waterproof jacket in case 
of rain or wind.
  Also, don’t forget that cooler 
water temperatures mean safety 
is even more important. Keep a 
life jacket handy, and be mindful 
of the shorter daylight hours. Al-
ways check the weather forecast 
before heading out—fall weather 
can turn on a dime, and a pleas-
ant morning can quickly become 
a stormy afternoon.
Key Tips for Fall Fishing:
  Bass move shallow in the fall, 
but adjust your strategy based on 
their changing behavior.
  Downsizing your lures to match 

smaller baitfish can improve your 
catch rate.

Send In Your Big Buck
Photos from 2024

Form Is On Page 38



WE BUY LAND
AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com
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Justin Stanton caught the big bass, 
5lbs, 6 oz., at the recent Stone-
wall Jackson Bass Sportsman 
event.  The lake is way down but 
the catch rate is much better.  The 
bass are more consentrated now.

FREE ONLINE
www.wvasportsman.net

  Dress in layers and always be 
prepared for cooler weather and 
shorter days.
 Look for bass near baitfish 
schools, submerged vegetation, 
and migration routes like main 
lake points.
Planning for Success: Final 
Thoughts on Fall Fishing Prep
  Preparation is key to making the 
most of the fall fishing season. 
Plan your trips with the chang-
ing conditions in mind, keep your 
gear in top shape, and be ready to 
adapt your strategy based on the 
weather. Whether you’re target-
ing bass in shallow coves or fol-
lowing them on their migration 
routes, the fall season offers some 
of the best fishing opportunities of 
the year.
  Remember to stay warm, stay 
safe, and most of all, enjoy the 
beauty of the outdoors as fall sets 
in. With the right preparation, 
you’re in for a productive—and 
memorable—fall fishing season.
  With the right gear, timing, 
and preparation, you can make 
the most of fall fishing. Enjoy 

the cooler weather, the changing 
scenery, and—most important-
ly—the bass!

EHD Outbreak
In Three Counties

SOUTH CHARLESTON, 
W.Va. — The West Virginia 
Division of Natural Resources 
(WVDNR) today confirmed an 
outbreak of epizootic hemor-
rhagic disease (EHD) affecting 
white-tailed deer in areas of 
three counties in north central 
West Virginia.
  According to Paul Johansen, 
chief of the WVDNR’s Wild-
life Resources Section, samples 
collected from Monongalia, 
Marion and Barbour counties 
tested positive for the viruses 
that cause EHD. These virus-
es are not directly transmitted 
from deer to deer but typically 
by small biting flies, which are 
killed by hard frost. Addition-
ally, EHD is not contagious to 
humans.
  “While the effects of an out-
break may seem concerning, 
EHD is not a long-term threat 
to the overall health or sustain-

continue to the next page



SUPER
FALL
SALE!

182 SC 115 HP Yamaha

191 DC 115 HP Yamaha

201 DC 115 HP Yamaha
Fun In The Sun!

Tubing

Water
Skiing

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio
740-846-0062

www.7riversmarine.com

ability of the deer population in 
West Virginia,” Johansen said. 
“Deer populations in impacted ar-
eas will rebound with next year's 
fawns and migration from adja-
cent areas.”
  This wildlife disease should not 
be confused with chronic wasting 
disease (CWD), which has been 
detected in six counties in the 
state’s eastern panhandle and is a 
long-term threat to the health of 
West Virginia’s deer population. 
Those who have questions about 
EHD or wish to report deer mor-
talities should visit WVdnr.gov/
contact to get contact information 
for their local WVDNR district 
office.

www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN
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J.P. Hott got a fine buck with a 
bow in Hardy County.
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Adam Miller got his crossbow 
deer in Wood County.
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Bow Repair & Set-up
BECKLEY, W.VA. — The first 
segment of West Virginia’s wild 
boar firearms season will take 
place from Oct. 22-29 in Boone, 
Logan, Raleigh and Wyoming 
counties.
  “Wild boars are dependent on 
hard mast crops and white oak 
and chestnut oak are the main 
hard mast crops available in the 
boar counties this year,” said Col-
in Carpenter, project leader for 
the West Virginia Division of Nat-

ural Resources. “Boars will take 
advantage of these food sources, 
so hunters would be wise to be-
gin their search for boar signs in 
stands of white oak.”
  Only residents are allowed to 
hunt wild boars and no special 
permit is required. Hunters are re-
minded that if they are hunting in 
a county open to firearms antler-
less deer hunting, they must wear 
400 square inches of blaze orange 
over their outer clothing while the 
antlerless season is open.
   The second split of the wild 
boar firearms season will take 
place Feb. 3-5, 2023. Details 
about wild boar hunting seasons 
can be found on page 43 of the 
2022-23 Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations Summary, available 
at WVdnr.gov.

www.wvasportsman.net
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Wild Boar In WV
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Crossbow Tips
1. Buy the best you can.
There is of course a big differ-
ence between an inexpensive en-
try-level crossbow and a high-end 
crossbow. The bargaining mod-
el costs less, but it’s not as well 
built, accurate and reliable as the 
more expensive model.
  For example, you can buy a 
complete crossbow package that 
contains everything you need. 
For example, a crossbow, a few 
arrows and arrowheads, a tele-
scopic sight, a jig, and a quiver 
for as little as $100 to $200. But 
you should remember that a good 
entry-level crossbow comes with 
200-$300 only for starting.
2. Use a 120-pound crossbow to 

learn how to shoot.
Learn to shoot a crossbow
  It doesn’t matter whether you 
practice target shooting or hunt-

ing; it is crucial to choose the right 
crossbow. To choose a beginner’s 
crossbow, you should consider 

continue to the next page

Gunner Ketterman brought in a 
great buck.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Good in Elkins.

  Modern crossbows are fast, 
accurate, and plenty powerful 
enough to cleanly take the largest 
big-game animals in North Amer-
ica. They are also a pleasure to 
shoot. To get the most out of your 
crossbow, you need to understand 
the basics of how to set one up 
for hunting and how to shoot it. 
Here are 12 tips to make you a 
crossbow-shooting machine, us-
ing a crossbow-and-arrow set-up 
designed specifically for hunting 
big game.
1. Buy the Best You Can Afford
There’s a big difference between 
an el cheapo, bargain-basement 
crossbow and a top-of-the-line 
model. Sure, the bargain model 
costs a lot less, but it will not be 
built as well, be as accurate or re-
liable, and sooner or later it will 
fail you when the moment of truth 
arrives. You can buy crossbow 
packages that include everything 
you need to get out shooting and 
hunting—crossbow, a few arrows 
and arrow points, a scope sight, 
cocking device and quiver—from 
anywhere between about $800 to 
$2,000.

Crossbow Basics

Allison Watts used a crossbow in 
Cabell County for a good buck.
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As in all things in life, here you 
get what you pay for. Spend a 
few more dollars and get the best 
you can. You’ll never be sorry.
2. Use Enough Draw Weight
  The principle specification that 
distinguishes a hunting cross-
bow from a target model is draw 
weight. Fortunately, most states 
have taken the guesswork out of 
determining what is sufficient by 
establishing a regulatory mini-
mum. While those regulations 
vary considerably from state 
to state, the overall range runs 
from 75 to 125 pounds of draw 
weight.
  With little exception, any cross-
bow in that range should be ad-
equate to kill a whitetail deer at 
moderate ranges. That said, most 
of the better hunting crossbows 
are in the 150 to 175 pounds 
range, with a few topping out 
over 200 pounds. In general, 
bigger is better—or in this case, 
faster. Keep in mind that you can 
go too heavy, too, as at least one 
state—Ohio—has a maximum 
allowable draw weight of 200 
pounds.
3. Shoot a Fast Enough Arrow
  Both crossbow and compound 
bow makers continually strive 
to push the speed envelope. You 
make a crossbow faster by in-
creasing the draw weight. That’s 

why the above point is so im-
portant. How fast is fast enough? 
I like my crossbows to shoot a 
hunting-weight arrow with an ini-
tial velocity of at least 300 feet 
per second (fps.) That will both 
give your arrow enough kinetic 
energy (K.E.) to cleanly take any 
big-game animal, and reduce ar-
row trajectory at longer ranges, 
which makes accurate shooting 
easier. Some crossbows are be-
ginning to push the 400 fps en-
velope, so look for improvements 
in this number across the board in 
coming years.
4. Use a Scope Sight
  Though some crossbows still 
come with open sights, you will 
be much better served using some 
sort of scope sight. These optical 
sighting devices make accurate 
shooting much easier. For mag-
nification, you can choose from 
just about anything between zero 
power and 5X. Inside the scope is 
the reticle, defined as some con-
figuration of horizontal and verti-
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Clayton Seckman got his 1st 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Tyler Outdoor 
Supply in Middlebourne.

cal crosshairs—though for cross-
bows, it also includes any object 
projected or suspended across the 
field of view. Choices begin with 
a simple, single red dot or cross-
hair. With them you sight in for a 
fixed distance, typically 20 yards, 
then have to compensate for 
longer shots by holding higher. 

continue to the next page
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Multi-reticle scopes are the most 
popular, particularly those with 
three to four dots or horizontal 
crosshairs. The top one is sighted 
in for 20 yards and the next two 
are fixed at intervals that will be 
dead-on at 30, 40 and 50 yards, 
respectively, on most bows.
5. Use Quality Arrows
 Unless your arrows (or bolts) 
fly like laser beams, you’ll never 
be able to precisely hit your tar-
get. Cheap arrows manufactured 
to sloppy tolerances will fly like 
a knuckleball. That’s why you 
should use only the very best ar-
rows, designed specifically for 
crossbow shooting, you can af-
ford. Many crossbow companies 
sell arrows, but they’re made for 
them by arrow manufacturers like 
Gold Tip, Carbon Express and 
Easton. Make sure they have a 
nock designed for crossbows, not 

compound bows, are cut to the 
proper length and have the proper 
fletches. Both carbon and alumi-
num arrows work well, but by far 
the most rugged and high-tech are 
made from carbon.
6. Use Quality Broadheads
  The business end of a hunting 
arrow is the broadhead. There are 
more makes, models and styles 
of hunting broadheads avail-
able than you can shake a stick 
at. Here again, the most expen-
sive are generally those built to 
the tightest tolerances, with the 
sharpest blades, that fly straight 
and true, and have a long track 
record of success. Both replace-
able-blade and mechanical broad-
head designs will work well for 
crossbow shooters, with the me-
chanical design becoming more 
and more popular each year. The 
most common weight for a hunt-
ing broadhead is 100 grains, with 
125 grains a distant second.
7. Take a Rest
  A crossbow is somewhat heavy 
and clunky, making it almost 
impossible to accurately shoot 
without using some sort of rest. 
That can be everything from us-
ing standard rifle shooting posi-
tions like kneeling and sitting, to 

using a set of shooting sticks or 
monopod, to using a shooting rail 
in a tree stand or shooting house. 
I never, ever turn an arrow loose 
from my crossbows without tak-
ing a rest of some kind.
  When using a rest, try padding the 
crossbow’s forearm with some-
thing soft—your hand, a rolled-up 
jacket, a day pack, something—
which will help absorb recoil and 
make precise sighting easier than 
if you shoot off a hard surface.
8. Learn Arrow Trajectory
  All arrows fired from a cross-
bow travel downrange in a large 

Elim Schneider has his crossbow 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

continue to the next page
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parabolic arc. Your crosshairs are 
set to hit dead-on at specific dis-
tances, but often you’ll be shoot-
ing at a deer or other animal be-
tween these distances. When you 
practice you’ll soon learn where 
you have to place your crosshairs 
relative to the animal to hit the 
“tweener” ranges. To learn how to 
chart your arrow trajectory, click 
here. 
9. Use a Rangefinder
  With the click of a button, a 
modern laser rangefinder can in-
stantaneously give you the exact 

distance from you to the target—a 
critical bit of information in accu-
rate shooting when you are lob-
bing an arrow at the target. The 
best laser rangefinders are as re-
liable as the sunrise. My Nikon 

Archer’s Choice model even tells 
me exactly where to aim when 
shooting at steep uphill and down-
hill angles. Costing somewhere 
between $250 and $500, they’re 
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Austin Smith used a buzz bait for 
a nice largemouth bass.

a lifetime investment worth every 
penny.
10. Get a ‘Feel’ For the Trigger
Every crossbow has a trigger 
unique unto itself. You need to 
shoot your crossbow enough so 
that you know exactly when the 
trigger will send the arrow on its 
way. Shoot both with and without 
gloves so you know how both feel 
(it will be different).
11. Practice in the Field
  The old axiom, “practice makes 
perfect,” certainly applies to 
shooting your crossbow. Once 
you get it set up and sighted in, 
spend some time shooting off a 
bench rest. Use these sessions to 
precisely set your sights and get a 
feel for the trigger. However, you 
then need to move away from the 
bench and practice taking shots 
that simulate actual hunting con-
ditions. Shoot from the kneeling 
and sitting positions. Climb into 

your tree stand or ground blind 
and take shots at the same an-
gles and distances you anticipate 
you’ll be taking during hunting 
season. Learn to use your shoot-
ing sticks or monopod quickly, 
quietly and efficiently.
12. Maintain String, Rail, Trigger
  A crossbow is a machine, which 
means it will need regular main-
tenance if it is to keep on tick-
ing like a fine Swiss watch. That 
means you should always check 
the string and cables for wear. This 
is very important on a crossbow 
because you have direct string-to-
rail contact, which creates friction 
and abrasion, with every shot. At 
the first sign of fraying or abnor-
mal wear, replace them. You can 
reduce the need for replacement 
with regular maintenance. Keep 
the string, cables and center serv-
ing clean and well maintained af-
ter each practice session, and es-
pecially after each trip to the field. 
Make sure you lubricate the cen-
ter serving, and the rails should 
also be regularly lubed per the 
manufacturer’s instructions.
Don’t Do This!
  There are some real mistakes 
that can cost you accuracy and/or 

lead to injury if you are not care-
ful when shooting a crossbow. 
Here are the three most common:
1. Watch Fingers & Thumb
  Many shooters used to shooting 
rifles have a tendency to stick the 
fingers of the hand that holds the 
rifle’s forearm straight up in the 
air when they cradle the rifle. If 
you do this with a crossbow, you 
risk placing your digits in the path 
of a bowstring that is rocketing 
down the rail and will slice the 
fingers and/or thumb to the bone. 
Never, ever do this!
2. Don’t Shoot Off-Hand
The construction of a crossbow 
puts a lot of weight in its front 
end, making it very difficult to 
balance when trying to shoot from 
the off-hand position. Even the 
very best rifle shooters only shoot 
off-hand as a last resort. You’ll be 
much better off learning to shoot 
quickly from the kneeling and 
sitting positions, and when using 
shooting sticks for a solid rest.
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Justin Andrew Mounts landed a 
big walleye.

Deer Scouting
“Scouting is the name of the 
game,” said experienced white-
tail bowhunter Jesse Coots. “It’s 
kind of like training as a wrestler. 
If you skip your whole training 
season and go right to your first 
match, you’re going to get pum-
meled. Bowhunting is no differ-
ent.”
  Coots is not alone in this belief. 
Of the hundreds of expert deer 
hunters I’ve interviewed on the 
Wired to Hunt Podcast, their fo-
cus on scouting stands out above 
all else. Here’s a selection of in-
sights from the nation’s top white-
tail hunters on all things scouting.
Scout More Than You Hunt One 
of the simplest ways to level up 
your scouting game is to simply 
do more of it. There is a clear dif-
ference between the amount of 
time spent scouting by highly ef-
fective hunters and their less suc-
cessful peers. “I scout probably 
80% of my time and hunt 20%,” 
Coots said.
 Joe Elsinger, another renowned 

By Mark Kenyon
public land deer hunter, views 
scouting as a never-ending en-
deavor. “Scouting season is 365 
days a year—in season and out of 
season you can scout,” Elsinger 
said.
  This year-round scouting allows 
Elsinger and similar hunters to be 
overprepared for the season. “It’s 
my rule of thumb to have scout-
ed at least twice as many spots 
as I could hunt in a season. I’m 
focused on playing the long game 
and stacking the odds in my favor, 
so I’m constantly sorting what 
the best areas are,” he explained.  
“I’m only hunting the top half or 
third of those in any given year, 
but I’m still watching those other 
areas. I’ll get boots on the ground 
a couple times and run a trail cam 
or two to see what’s around. But 
that’s how I try to stack the odds 
in my favor.”
  Consider Time of Year “Right 
when the season ends is a great 
time to start scouting,” said Andy 

May, First Lite pro team member.     
“I’ll get right out there when there 
is still snow and walk all my hunt-
ing areas. I’m looking for winter 
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bedding, food sources, trying to 
find bucks that survived, and all 
that’s related to future late-season 
hunting.”
 Andy’s scouting doesn’t stop 
there. It continues throughout oth-
er parts of the year too, but with 
very different methods and goals.
“When the snow melts, that’s 
when all the sign is still visible. 
Every scrape, every rub, the beds 
are very visible. That’s when I’m 
looking for individual buck beds, 
I’m looking for doe bedding, in-
tersecting trails, all that stuff. 
I’m trying to put all those puzzle 
pieces together for more effective 
rut sits for the next fall,” he said. 
“Then in August and September, 
that’s when I’m trying to find ear-
ly season patterns, so I’m running 
some trail cams, doing a lot of 
glassing, checking fields for large 
tracks, that sort of thing.”
  Quality over Quantity It’s tempt-
ing to get excited by sheer quan-
tity of deer sign when scouting a 
new area, but if you’re targeting 
bigger or older deer, that’s not 
necessarily the best focus.
“I personally think deer are 
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like men. When they’re young, 
they’re all over the place, they’re 
goofing around, they’re with the 
herd,” said Jesse Coots. “But 
when they’re getting older, which 
is what we’re hunting, it’s differ-
ent. When I’m in my 40s, I’m not 
going to the bar anymore, I’m not 
out with the masses. Big bucks 
are the same way. So when I’m 
covering ground right now I’m 
not looking for tons of tracks. I’m 
looking for a giant. I’m looking 
for a big track.”
  Dan Infalt, founder of The Hunt-
ing Beast, puts a lot of stock in 
the bigger is better theory as well. 
“You know if I find a track that’s 
bigger than four fingers laying 
down next to it, as a walking track, 
that’s a big animal and something 
I’m interested in,” Infalt said. “If 
you’re not finding any big rubs or 
any big tracks, go find a different 
property, because there are no big 
bucks there.”
 Prioritize Bedding Areas Talk 
to any exceptionally good deer 
hunter about scouting, and almost 
without exception they’ll mention 
the importance of locating bed-

ding areas. These zones are the 
hub of a buck’s wheel, the center 
of his daily travel, and the loca-
tion he’ll spend more hours a day 
than almost any other. If you can 
locate the metaphorical sun that 
a buck’s life revolves around, all 
the other pieces of the puzzle will 
make more sense.

Daniel Pearl got second big bass 
with a 5 lb., 1 oz largemouth at 
the Stonewall Classic on day two.
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 Whether looking at maps or 
scouting in person, bedding is 
where Dan Infalt always begins. 
“I’m looking for areas that I think 
look like deer bedding and I go 
straight to those areas and skip 
most the rest of the woods. My 
main interest in scouting at this 
time of year is where big bucks 
bed,” Infalt said. “I’m on mostly 
public land and hunting pressured 
whitetails, so I want to get close 
to those deer where they’re bed-
ded because they don’t move far 
in daylight, at least not the mature 
ones.”
  Always Ask “Why?” Getting 
into the woods to scout more of-
ten is obviously a good start, but 
actually translating the observa-

tions you make into actionable 
intelligence is another step alto-
gether. The key to this is trying to 
understand exactly why deer sign 
is where you find it and what that 
indicates for future deer move-
ment.
  “Always ask ‘why,’” said white-
tail writer and land consultant 
Steve Bartylla. “Don’t be content 
with just finding deer sign, ask 
why they made it there. What’s 
the motivation? What are the odds 
of it happening again? Where is 
he coming from? Where is he go-
ing to? The more of that stuff you 
generate over the year, you almost 
build up a database of experiences 
that can then start to apply to oth-
er locations.”
  Take for example how Steve 
tries to learn from the buck beds 
he finds. “During the off season 
when I find that buck’s bed I go 
ahead and I hunker down in it,” he 
explained. “I look around and ask 
why is that buck bedding in this 
one location here? What makes 
this spot one of the spots where 
he feels safe enough to lay down? 
You do that enough and you start 

getting the feel.”
  Look for Annual Patterns The 
inherent disadvantage to scout-
ing for sign like tracks, rubs, and 
scrapes is that the evidence you’re 
observing was made in the past, 
and in many cases, might not be 
replicated again that year. That’s 
why many hunters use sign and 
observations from previous years 
to predict behavior in the future. 
This is due to the fact that many 
bucks often develop rough “annu-
al patterns.”

Jason Sturgill reeled in a huge 
largemouth bass.
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Ed Powell hooked a huge small-
mouth wade fishing in Wirt Co.

Dan Carnes reeled in a big flat-
head catfish from the Coal River.

Ashley Toler caught a big spot 
and a smallmouth at Bluestone.
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Sling • Rut • Bear • Cub • Buck • Rifle • Hunter • Kill  • Scrape

Camper • Venison • Blind • Strap • Bear • Scope • Target • Doe

Rack • Trail • Game • Points • Trigger • Hoof • Sow • Fawn • Stock

Ax • Timber • Coyote • Camera • Hunt • Scout • Chamber • Antler 

Pack • Bleat • Deer • Shell • Bullet • Ammunition • Limb • Field
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City________________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_____________________

Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other_________________ #Points________ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2024.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217

Aidan Crockett caught a 5 lb., 1 oz. 
largemouth bass at Stonewall.

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

44 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

 Accepting Major Credit Cards
Full Time/Award Winning  Master 

Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap

304-439-5329

www.wvasportsman.net
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CLIP OUT TO MAIL

Oct/Nov 2024 ~ Page 38

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates



RMTP is the mountain region’s premier 
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade, 
and pawn new and used guns and offer 

gun repair services as well. We have 
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the 
areas largest selection of ammo.  We 
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns & 
Ammo and increased our inventory.

NEW LARGER STORE
OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

Anaconda & Python
50 “SNAKE” 

GUNS IN STOCK
LOTS OF AMMO

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

RICH MOUNTAIN
~ TRADING & PAWN ~

ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399

View Us On
FACEBOOK

Oct/Nov 2024 ~ Page 39

Type 7 FFL
richmountaintrading.com

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm  Closed Sunday



SuperiorSuperior
The name says it all! 
 SALES, SERVICE, 

PARTS

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG

304-424-5122
800-478-5884

www.SuperiorAutoWV.com
2024 Toyota Tacoma  2024 Toyota Tundra 

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate.   4.99% 
APR for 60 monthly payments 0f $18.87 per $1,000 borrowed . Plus tax & fees and dealer doc fee.  Whereas every 
attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors. Expires 11- 4, 2024

 Reserve Yours Today

 Reserve Yours Today

View the Superior Toyota Sales Incentives for this 
month by going online at superiorautowv.com

Aim For Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

Aim For Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

Superior
         T.R. Hathaway says: “Archery Season opens on September 30”

www.superiorauto.com

www.superiorauto.com

www.superiorauto.comwww.superiorauto.com

www.superiorauto.comwww.superiorauto.com

 Reserve Yours Today

  2024 Toyota Land Cruiser

$2,000 Customer Cash On Hybrids
$1,000 Customer Cash On Gas - Excludes TRD Pro 

5.99% APR Up To 72 Months 
For Qualified Buyers - Excludes TRD Pro
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