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 Tim Mullins, pastor from Lo-
gan County, got this huge wild 
boar in Logan County.  His 
butcher, from past experience 
from domestic pigs, estimated 
the weight as over 500 pounds.  
1st boar on the cover of this 
magazine.
  Some great bow bucks have 
been taken already this year.  
Send in your wild game pics 
from 2024.  Page 38 details.
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Booking Wild
Boar Hunts
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1350 Ripley Rd., Ripley, WV 25271

Cole Huff, from Amma, used a 
compound for this massive buck. 

Baylee Belcher used her com-
pound bow to get this buck.

Dawson Morison hunted in Min-
go County for a huge buck.

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— The West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources (WVDNR) 
today announced that hunting and 
trapping seasons for several small 
game and fur-bearing species are 
set to open in West Virginia on 
Nov. 2.
  “West Virginia has a hunting sea-
son for everyone and our trapping 
opportunities just add to the num-
ber of options folks have for en-
joying outdoor adventures in the 
fall and winter,” said WVDNR 
Director Brett McMillion. “These 
seasons also provide an excellent 
chance for experienced hunters to 
share their knowledge, so we en-
courage everyone to invite a new 

Small Game & Trapping Opens
hunter along for the adventure.”
  Small game hunting is allowed 
during West Virginia’s deer sea-
sons, except for the first three 
days of buck firearms season, 
when trapping fur-bearing ani-
mals is permitted. Hunters should 
note that during buck season, No. 
4 shot or smaller and slugs can 
only be carried if the hunter is 
also legally hunting deer or bear. 
Legal firearms for small game 
hunting include combination ri-
fle-shotgun (over-under, etc.). It is 
illegal to hunt with any centerfire 
rifle, rimfire larger than .22 cali-
ber or air rifles other than .22 cal-
iber. Additionally, shot larger than 



Jan.  25 - 26, 2025
CLARKSBURG, WV

NATHAN GOFF
NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY

3 Armory Drive
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Feb.  1 - 2, 2025
LEWISBURG, WV

WV STATE FAIR GROUNDS
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947 Maple Ave
Lewisburg, WV  24901

Feb.  15 - 16, 2025
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R&R SHOW GUIDELINES
 * YOU MAY BRING IN FIREARMS TO TRADE OR SELL BUT THEY MUST BE  

UNLOADED AND WILL BE CHECKED AT THE FRONT GATE
 *  NO TRADING IN THE FRONT LOBBY AREA OR OUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING.

  * CONCEALED CARRY MUST BE UNLOADED AND IT MUST REMAIN HOLSTERED. 
 *  DO NOT BRING IN MORE THAN YOU CAN CARRY AT ONE TIME.  

 *  CHILDREN ARE WELCOME BUT THEY MUST BE WITH AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.  
  *  NO ONE UNDER THE AGE OF 18 IS PERMITTED TO HANDLE  FIREARMS.

GUN SHOWSGUN SHOWS

We are always looking for new vendors for our various locations.
If you are interested, Please contact us at wvgunshows@gmail.com or fill 
out the Vendor Registration Form on our Website and send us a message.

R & R
SHOWS

Admission: $6  Weekend Pass $10
www.RANDRGUNSHOWS.COM

304-575-6895    304-575-6864

MORE DATES AND
LOCATIONS TO COME

View On Facebook
R&R WV Gunshows

Dec. 14 - 15, 2024
FLATWOODS,WV

DAYS INN CONFERENCE 
CENTER

350 Days Drive
Flatwoods, WV 26601

Dec. 21 - 22, 2024
PARKERSBURG, WV

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
1500 Blizzard Drive

Parkersburg, WV 26101
JAN  4 - 5, 2025

HURRICANE, WV
PUTNAM CO PARKS & RECS

CONFERENCE CENTER
1 Valley Park Drive

Hurricane, WV 25526

No. 4 or solid ball ammunition is 
prohibited in counties not open to 
buck firearms season.
Trapping Regulations
  Trappers harvesting beaver, bob-
cat, fisher and otter must electron-
ically check their catches within 
30 days after the close of the re-
spective season. A WVDNR-is-
sued game check confirmation 
number shall be recorded in writ-
ing with the trapper’s name and 
address and shall be attached and 
remain attached to each pelt or 
whole animal until sold, tanned, 
processed into commercial fur or 
mounted.  
  Trappers must also obtain a Con-
vention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES) seal for 
each bobcat and otter pelt harvest-
ed in West Virginia. Federal law 
requires this seal on all bobcat 
and otter pelts shipped to interna-
tional markets. Trappers may ob-
tain a CITES seal from the Elkins 
Operations Center or their local 
WVDNR district office. Contact 
information is available at WVd-
nr.gov/contact.
River Otter Research Project

Young Jason Lowell used his 
compound bow to harvest this 
huge whitetail buck.
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Bryan Utt hunted in Gilmer Coun-
ty for this nice 12 point buck.  
Photo courtesy of WV Wild Outdoors in 
Birch River.

 The WVDNR is also reminding 
trappers about its otter research 
project to examine annual surviv-
al, harvest rates, habitat use and 
movement rates. Radio-tagged 
otters are legal game during trap-
ping season. Trappers who har-
vest a radio-tagged otter should 
contact Holly Morris at the Dis-
trict 4 office at 304-256-6947 to 
report the tag number and return 
the transmitter. More informa-
tion about the otter research proj-

ect, including photos of tags and 
transmitters, can be found on page 
5 of the 2024–2025 West Virgin-
ia Hunting and Trapping Regula-
tions Summary.
 Successful otter trappers who 
deliver a legally harvested and 
electronically registered skinned 
otter carcass to a WVDNR district 
office will be eligible to receive a 
$20 gift card. Call your local dis-
trict office to arrange a pick-up if 
unable to deliver the carcass. Col-
lected biological samples will as-

sist biologists in making decisions 
regarding future trapping seasons.
  Hunters 15 and older are re-
quired to have a valid West Vir-
ginia hunting license and form of 
identification while hunting. To 
purchase a hunting and trapping 
license, visit WVhunt.com. For 
more information about small 
game season dates and limits, 
consult page 2 in the 2024–2025 
Hunting and Trapping Regula-
tions Summary at WVdnr.gov/
hunting-regulations.

www.wvasportsman.net
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Jeremy McCloy bow hunted in 
Wood County for his 10 point..

continue to the next page

United States Hunting Statistics
What Percentage Of United States 
Citizens Participate In The Sport 
Of Hunting?
  Since 2020, there have been over 
15 million hunting-license hold-
ers in the US. However, because 
hunters sometimes purchase li-
censes in multiple states while 
other hunters, such as children, 
may not need licenses this num-
ber doesn't tell the whole story.
  In 2021, Statista found that 25.87 
million Americans aged six and 
older participated in some type 
of hunting activity. There were 
309 million Americans in that age 
group overall, meaning that about 
8.4 percent of US citizens partici-
pate in the sport of hunting.
Is Hunting Participation Growing 
Or Shrinking And Why?

  You may see hunters tout the fact 
that hunting license sales numbers 
have been increasing for nearly a 
decade, reaching 15.2 million in 
2021 up 8.6 percent from 14 mil-
lion in 1960. However, this is ac-
tually quite misleading for several 
reasons.
  First, although the number of 
paid license holders has been in-
creasing since about 2010, it had 
been in freefall since its peak 
of 16.2 million in 1982. In oth-
er words, despite the recent rise, 
numbers are still lower than they 
were 40 years ago when the popu-
lation was much smaller.
  Plus, speaking of population, 
it's grown much faster than the 
number of paid license holders. 
The US population in 1960 was 

180 million, meaning about 7.7 
percent of the population had a 
hunting license. Yet in 2020, the 
population was 83.4 percent high-



Largest lake in the region (27 acres)
Stocked monthly (catfish in warm months, trout in cold months)
Minutes off the interstate with Ample parking
Shoreline fishing / kayaks are permitted
Accessible dock, kayak dock
July-August catfish tournaments
On-site bait shop

Ridenour Lake - Nitro, WV

NitroCVB.com

er at 330 million, meaning just 
4.6 percent had a hunting license. 
That means the participation rate 
has declined by over 40 percent.
Paid Hunting License Holders vs 
US Population Over Time
  In reality, this decline is likely 
even worse since requirements 

Ciaro Casto hunted in Randolph 
Co. for this unusual palmated 15 
point buck.
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for licenses have only gotten 
stricter since 1960. Indeed, the 
numbers show that the number 
of Americans aged six and older 
participating in hunting has de-
creased slightly each year since 
2017. Over the five-year period 
from 2017-2021, hunting partic-
ipation dropped from 27.62 to 
25.87 million.
Why Is It Shrinking?  
 The biggest reason is that Amer-
icans have been moving to the 
cities over the last 50 years[4]. In 
1960, only 70 percent of Amer-
icans lived in the city. By 2021, 
that number was 82 percent. 
  Although urban dwellers can 
certainly still go hunting, it's a lot 
more difficult. Those in the coun-
try may be able to hunt right in 
their own backyard while those 
in the city probably have to drive 

Robin Sears used her compound 
bow for this wide racked Wyo-
ming County buck.

far away and plan an entire trip 
around their hunt.
  These geographical factors and 
the lack of connection with nature 
in general encourage different ac-

continue to page 10
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tivities in the city. Indeed, the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service found 
that 13 percent of rural residents 
participated in hunting versus just 
three percent of urban residents.
  Remember how the number of 
paid license holders has been in-
creasing? Ironically, that may be 
the very reason overall hunter 
participation is dropping.
  Many states have increased li-
cense costs. More importantly, 
they've made licensing schemes 
excessively complicated. You 
may need a certain license, vari-
ous permits, different tags, all of 
which cost money and may re-
quire applications and lotteries. 
  This all represents costs and has-
sles that deter people from hunt-
ing.
The Myth of Cultural Changes
  Many claim, and it's easy to be-
lieve, that the decrease in hunt-
er participation is merely due to 
changing values in the United 
States. The idea is that people 
aren't as interested in hunting as 
they used to be, the same way peo-
ple aren't as interested in quilting.
  However, a little research shows 
this isn't true. For one thing, if in-
terest in hunting were declining, 
there would be more hunters in 
older generations than younger. 
Yet the average age of an Amer-
ican hunter is 43.5, barely older 
than the overall average age of 38.
 Moreover, research by the Na-
tional Shooting Sports Founda-
tion has actually found that in-
terest in and approval for hunting 
has been increasing. For instance, 
80 percent of Americans current-
ly approve of legal hunting versus 
73 percent in 1995.
  This all suggests that it's the bar-
riers of geography and regulation 
that keep people from hunting, 
not their lack of interest.

Austin Starcher got a 16 point 
bow buck in Wirt County. 

Levi Williams bow fished for a 
huge Ohio River carp. 



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline  Musky Lures
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Closed Sunday
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LIVE
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Ashley Thompson hunted a fine 
Tyler Co. buck. Photo courtesy of 
Tyler Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane  Exchange
 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun 10AM to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

www.rockcave.iga.com

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

• LOW Ad rates
• In Business 34 Years

• Reach Customers
Online For FREE

www.wvasportsman.net

Cindy Payne caught a 24” rain-
bow trout. Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

What Methods Of Hunting Are 
Most Popular?
  The most popular hunting meth-
od is generally considered to be 
the rifle. When it comes to fire-
arms, research shows 11 million 
hunters used rifles in 2020 versus 
7.9 million for shotguns and only 
three million for handguns.

Statistics from the National Deer 
Association on deer harvest pro-
duce similar results for the 2020 
season. Most successful kills 
were with firearms, usually a rifle.
What Game Animals Are the 
Most Popular to Hunt?
  Big game represents the most 
popular segment of animals to be 
hunted in the U.S..
  Deer is by far the most popular 
game animal in the United States. 
Hunters spent an average of 14 
days in 2016 hunting deer, more 
than any other animal, or over 57 
percent of all hunting days. Rab-
bit was the next most frequently 
hunted animal at about 10 percent 
followed by wild turkey at less 
than seven percent.
How Many Jobs Are Supported 
By The Hunting Industry?
  Hunting supports many different 
types of employment from out-

fitter clerks and salesmen to park 
rangers and guides. Research by 
Statista has determined that there 
are about 15,550 employees in the 
hunting and trapping sector in the 
US. That number has been fairly 
stable over the last decade or so, 
and the industry is expected to 
add a few hundred jobs through 

cotinue to the next page
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Brooklyn Horrocks, from Dixie, 
bow hunted a great buck.  

Jeanne Hughes used her com-
pound bow for a whitetail buck.

continue to the next page

2023.
  Additionally, it can be difficult 
to define exactly what a "hunting 
job" is, but the activity of hunt-
ing creates economic activity and 
growth throughout various sec-
tors. Consider that Cabela's alone 
employs over 19,000 people. Al-
though many of them are accoun-
tants at the corporate office or 
spend as much time selling kay-
aks as crossbows, hunting nev-
ertheless supports much of their 
livelihood.
  As a result, the Association of 
Fish and Wildlife estimates[13] 
that hunting supports over 
525,000 jobs in the US in one way 
or another. This equates to $21.5 
billion in salaries and wages each 
year in economic impact. 
Gender
  Hunting has long been viewed 
as a male-dominated activity. For 
the most part, this impression is 

accurate. As of 2019, roughly 
nine in 10 American hunters are 
men. Men also have a participa-
tion rate of eight percent versus 
just one percent for women.
  However, studies have found 
that this number varies a lot by 
location. States and regions with 
easier access to hunting and elab-

orate cultures around it often have 
far more female hunters. In Wyo-
ming, for example, 22 percent of 
hunters are female, more than one 
in five. 
Race
  American hunters are predomi-
nantly white. The most extensive 
survey that looked at hunter race 
was the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
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Kim Moore bagged a nice fall tur-
key.
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Jeremy Allen used his compound 
for a quality Kanawha Co. buck.

Reserve Your Slip Space Now

vice's National Survey of Fishing, 
Hunting, and Wildlife-Associat-
ed Recreation published in 2016. 
They surveyed over 250,000 peo-
ple and found that of the over 
11,000 that participated in hunt-
ing that year, less than 10 were 
black or Asian. 97 percent were 
white with two percent represent-
ing "other" races, likely Native 
American.  
 Hispanics as a cultural group 
also hunted less than non-Hispan-
ics. While Hispanics are roughly 
17 percent of the US population, 
they represent only three percent 
of hunters and have a hunter par-
ticipation rate of just one percent.
Age
  There is a widespread myth that 
hunters tend to be older or that the 

hunting population is aging. This 
simply isn't the case. Despite be-
ing the largest age group, seniors 
aged 65 and older had the lowest 
hunter participation rate overall at 
just three percent.
  Hunting By Age Statistics
  The ages that hunt the most rel-
ative to their proportion of the 
survey and therefore the US pop-
ulation are those 45-64, or the 
middle aged.
Hunting Statistics By State
  Next, we look at hunting statis-
tics by state as reported by state 
wildlife agencies.
  Texas boasts the country's largest 
hunting population at over a mil-
lion hunters. However, Texas is 
one of the largest states, both by 

area and population, so this isn't 
surprising. What we find more 
interesting is the hunter participa-
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Shawn Stidham used a crossbow 
for a Putnam County 8 point buck.

continue to the next page

tion rate, or the number of people 
in each state who are hunters. 
 The info displays both hunter 
participation by state, for which 
South Dakota leads with 24 per-
cent, and the total number of 
hunters.How Much Do Hunters 
Spend In The United States And 
What Do They Spend It On?
  Hunters have a huge economic 
impact, both federally and at the 
state level.

  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice also found in their 2016 sur-
vey that hunters spent over $26 
billion that year on hunting, or 
$2,287 per hunter. This includes 
everything from the food on hunt-
ing trips to hunting licenses to 
hunting magazines.
 Equipment is nearly half of all 
hunting spending in the US, and 
hunting-specific equipment, such 
as rifles, bows and sights, is the 

largest category overall, even 
more than vehicles and land, pur-
chases with hefty price tags.
  In fact, that works out to over 
$7 billion on those items alone. 
And since we were curious how 
that broke down, we know you 
are too.
  Research by the Association of 
Fish & Wildlife Agencies found 
that hunting generates $5.3 billion 
in federal tax revenue as well as 
$3.4 billion in state and local tax 
revenue for a total of $8.7 billion 
each year. This breaks down to 
$23.8 million per day.
How Is That Revenue Used By 
The Government?
  Many are unaware that the tax 
revenue from hunting is gener-



www.bosgunshop.com
Located In Ravenswood, WV  -  Order Online
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COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV
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Young Zada Mayle got her 1st 
bow buck.  Photo courtesy of Tyler 
Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.

Stacy Hart caught her personal 
best rainbow trout.

ally used for wildlife conserva-
tion, wildlife research and hunter 
education. In fact, nearly all the 
money generated from the sale of 
licenses, permits and tags is used 
to fund state conservation agen-
cies and maintain public lands. 
This alone provides $1.8 billion 
for conservation efforts each year.
  Additionally, the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937, 
commonly known as the Pitt-
man-Robertson Act, specifically 
directs tax revenue from hunting 

equipment towards conservation. 
It levies an 11-percent excise tax 
on firearms, ammunition and ar-
chery equipment. Half of this 
money goes towards hunter edu-
cation programs while the other 
half is used for wildlife conserva-
tion programs, including the ac-
quisition of land for reserves and 
reintroduction of species.
  Elk is the best example of this. 
Since 1937, elk have been rein-
troduced into eastern states where 
they'd gone extinct by 1937. Many 
of these states have even begun 
operating managed elk hunts.
  Estimates suggest that hunters 
spend between $3 and $5 billion 
on equipment taxed by the Pit-
tman-Robertson Act each year 
generating upwards of $324 mil-
lion annually. Since its inception, 
the act has distributed $12 billion 
to its various programs. 
  Bowhunters spend over $13 
billion each year on hunting. In 
2016, they spent $1.6 billion on 
bows and arrows alone.
 According to the 2016 survey 
from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, American hunters spend 

$2,287 each year. This is primari-
ly on equipment.

www.wvasportsman.net
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5961

www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

Emily Parish used a crossbow in 
Wood Co. for a nice buck. 

continue to the next page

Hunter Education
For New Hunters

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— As opening dates for fall hunt-
ing seasons approach, the West 
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources (WVDNR) is reminding 
new hunters who were born on or 
after Jan. 1, 1975, that they need 
to complete a certified hunter ed-
ucation class before they can pur-
chase a hunting license.
 “The WVDNR’s hunter educa-
tion class is an essential part of 
ensuring that all new hunters in 
West Virginia are equipped with 
the knowledge and skills needed 
to hunt safely, ethically and re-
sponsibly,” said WVDNR Direc-
tor Brett McMillion.
  The two-day, 12-hour class is 
free and offered at various loca-
tions around the state. The class 
covers topics such as gun safety, 
wildlife management, ethics, sur-
vival, first aid, game identification 
and other need-to-know informa-
tion. Once a hunter completes the 
class, they must also complete a 
hands-on firearm practical and 
pass a final exam under the su-
pervision of a Natural Resources 
Police officer or volunteer hunter 

education instructor to become 
fully certified in hunter education.
  “Even if a hunter isn’t required 
to take the hunter education class 
to purchase a hunting license in 
West Virginia, we encourage ev-
eryone to get their hunter educa-

tion certification because it will 
allow them to hunt in other states 
that may have different hunter ed-
ucation requirements,” said Nat-
ural Resources Police Colonel 
Bobby Cales.



In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry

pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

• Grow A Healthier Herd
• Attract Deer

Made In

Park Center Sporting Goods, Rainelle WV   Holly River Grocery, Hacker Valley WV   Re-creations Taxidermy El-
kins WV   Valley Bend Valley Muffler & Brake, Parkersburg WV   Smokin Musket Outdoors, Bloomery WV   Carol’s 
Store, Bergoo WV   PC Outdoors, Crab Orchard WV   The Y Country Store, Walkersville WV    Tri County Arms & 
Archery, Petersburg WV   Knobley Farms Sport Shop, New Creek WV    Freedom Ag, Buckhannon WV   Southern 
States, Elkins WV    Freedom Ag, Gassaway WV    Hardman’s Hardware, Glenville WV   Home Warehouse Inc., 
Uniontown PA   Mountaineer Gun & Tackle, Man WV   Southern States, Philippi WV    Jane Lew Home Center, 
Jane Lew WV   BFS Farm & Home (Southern States), Morgantown WV   Kirkendoll’s Pay Pond, Oceana WV 

Freedom Ag, Ronceverte WV     Hall’s Feed & Farm Supply, Pennsboro WV   Jowar Feed & Supply, Laeger WV  
Southern States, Summersville WV    Liggett’s Supply, Mill Creek WV     Allegheny Industrial Supply, Bridgeport 

WV   Broken Wheel Campground, Weston WV
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SPORTING GOODS • PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS • FISHING • AMMO

MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK
69 N. MAIN ST.

PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN 
  To learn more about West Vir-
ginia’s hunter education program, 
visit WVdnr.gov/hunter-educa-
tion. To find and register for a free 
class, visit register-ed.com/pro-
grams/westvirginia.
West Virginia’s Fall Hunting Sea-
sons
 West Virginia offers several 
small and big game hunting sea-
sons throughout the fall. The first 
hunting opportunity comes on 
Aug. 31 with the first split of the 
black bear firearms season. Ad-
ditional black bear firearms sea-
sons open in September through 
December. Squirrel season is the 
next to open (Sept. 14), followed 
by the archery season for white-
tailed deer, black bear and wild 
boar (Sept. 28). Additional hunt-

ing seasons for wild turkey come 
in October. The early firearms 
season for antlerless deer opens 
Oct. 24, with additional dates in 
November and December. The 
buck firearms season is Nov. 25 – 
Dec. 8.

To learn more about West Virgin-
ia’s hunting seasons, download a 
copy of the Hunting Regulations 
Summary at WVdnr.gov/hunt-
ing-regulations. To purchase a 
West Virginia hunting license, 
visit WVhunt.com.

Johnny Richards, from Rock 
Cave, got a BIGGEN with a bow.

Jennifer Hall caught her 1st 
musky from the Kanawha River.



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

• Fiberglass
• Aluminum
• Pontoon

2025 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages
• Convenience Items
Everything you need for

a day on the water!
372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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Ronnie Drake harvested a 10 
point whitetail buck in Wood Co..

continue to page 20

  I don’t know about the rest of you 
deer hunters, but I can’t remember 
how many times I have beensur-
prised by deer that suddenly ap-
peared right under my treestand. 
Many times that has worked out 
better for the deer than for me. 
Murphy’s Law is real. Whenever 
I spend most of my time watching 
one direction, I’m nearly always 
looking the wrong way.

 Deer In The Rear View Mirror
By Bob Fisher, Wayne Co.  These days, my old ears no lon-

ger provide the audible detection 
system that worked when I was
younger. Now, I must depend al-
most exclusively on my eyes to 
“see” all game animals. Unfortu-
nately, a deer’s eyesight features 
a much wider field of view than 
mine, it works better in ow light 
conditions and they can detect 
quick movement over 200 yards 

away. They have the visual ad-
vantage. On top of that, deer have 
better noses than bloodhounds. 
They can smell a hunter half a 
mile upwind.
  One of the best pieces of deer 
hunting advice I was ever given 
was to look for “deer parts” in-
stead of a whole deer. We often 
get our first glimpse of a head, 
leg, tail or even an ear twitch-
ing before we see the whole an-
imal. When we watch deer that 
are moving normally, it’s obvi-
ous “the stealth mode” is in their 
DNA. When they stop, they blend 
into the surrounding woods.
  One way for hunters to avoid the 



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • LLUNGEN • BITE BACK

JONES • BOGGS • MYERS
COBB’S • RED OCTOBER 

HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • Megabass • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Savage Gear • Bio Bait • Live Target • Crunchcity • Roboworm
Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

  Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Williamstown, WV 26187   

On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  MOLIX • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

MADKATZ - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA • OUTLAW

OVER 
4,000
RODS

PLASTICS

TROUT

220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES

LINE

COOLERS

CRANKBAITS

REELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week
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FFS
LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING

SONAR BAITS



• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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• Free Hot Breakfast
• Free WiFi
• Pet Friendly
• 24 Hour Front Desk
• Outside Electric
• Fitness Center
• Meeting Room
• Nearby Attractions

  Mardi Gras Casino
 Ridenour Lake
 Shopping Plaza

1211 Liberty Park Drive
Building A

Hurricane, WV
304-397-3200

Justin Russell arrowed a heavy 
beamed buck in Nicholas Co..

“deer radar” as we travel through 
the woods is to mimic deer be-
havior. One technique is to take 
one step. Use the time it would 
take for three more steps to slow-
ly scan your surroundings. Then, 
take another step and repeat. A 
lot of the deer who see a hunters 
walking in a direction that does 
not approach them directly will be 
more curious than threatened. As 
long as you don’t make prolonged 
eye contact, and they don’t think 
you see them, many deer will just 
stand motionless and watch you 
move away from them. 
  Some deer will even follow a 
hunter to see what they’re up to. 
Natural curiosity is one of the few 
whitetail weaknesses we can ex-
ploit. That’s why calling, rattling, 
decoys and doe urine can often 
lure in a buck
  One of the first deer hunts with 
my youngest son took place in 
the Monongahela National For-
est. Late morning of opening day 
found us making a fast trip back 
to the truck. We desperately need-
ed to warm up and put on more 
clothes - before we froze to death. 
Both of us stopped dead in our

tracks at the sound of a branch 
snapping 40 yards behind us. 
There stood a big buck, right in 
the
middle of the trail. He must have 
been concentrating on keeping us 
in sight. Otherwise, he would
have never stepped on that branch. 
Although we had plenty of time, 
both of us were too cold, shaky 
and surprised to put a scope on 
him. He hesitated for a few sec-
onds then simply walked off
the trail and disappeared. If either 
of us had been watching the trail 
behind us, my son might have-
been able to make that shot.
  Be safe and good luck this year.



108 Chemistry Drive/ 5 Lane
ELKINS, WV 

26241
304-636-7732 www.elkinsmotorsports.net
Oct/Nov 2024 ~ Page 21Nov/Dec 2024 ~ Page 21



Located Near The Winfield Locks - 12210 Winfield Rd, Winfield, WV

Open: Mon 9-5 • Wed to Sat 8-6  Closed Tue & Sun

LIVE BAIT
Bass • Crappie

Bluegill • Bullhead
Minnows

Gold Fish • Shiners
Eels • Chicken Liver
Skip Jacks • Shad

Nightcrawler • Mealworm

Catfish • Trout • Musky
Tackle “We Have Mad Katz”
Hooks - ProLine Products

Bass Tournament Tackle
Googan • Yamamota • Power Bait
Crushcity • Keitech • Yum • Nikko

Strike King • KVD • Roboworm
6th Sense • Axle and MORE!

Rods and Reels
GET HOOKED   304-964-4072

GET HOOKED WV
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Jerrod Terral bagged a huge 
Boone County bow buck.

contnue to page 24

HUNTER’S TAXIDERMY

SHOULDER MOUNT
$650 + TAX

27 YEARS EXPERIENCE
23 Tanner Lane

New Martinsville, WV
Top Quality Mounts

304-455-3775

Hillbilly Squirrel Hunting
  At some point in recent history, 
squirrel hunting fell down the to-
tem pole of upland game accept-
ability. Doves, quail, grouse, rab-
bits, and ring-necked pheasants 
â€” a species not even native to 
this country â€” all command 
more admiration and respect from 
a genteel crowd than squirrels. 
That's a shame, because squirrels 
are perhaps the most abundant, 
accessible game animal in North 
America.
  Still, there's something of a 
stigma attached to hunting them. 
They're rodents, chased in the 
hills and hollers by hillbillies (as 
a fun aside, the gray squirrel is the 
state game animal of Kentucky). 
Fortunately, stigmas have never 
bothered hillbillies all that much. 
We just keep right on shooting 

and eating squirrels, taking qui-
et pride in the woodsmanship 
learned along the way, and stop-
ping to appreciate all the good 
country we still have mostly to 
ourselves.
  But if you want to pal around 
with people like us, welcome to 
the fold. These 25 tips will help 
you get started.
1. Become an Amateur Arborist
  A squirrel's diet changes depend-
ing on season and location, but 
generally, during fall hunting sea-
sons, they're eating hard mast like 
acorns and hickory nuts. Simply 
knowing how to identify those 
trees by their bark, leaf shape, and 
mast they produce is the first step 
in finding squirrels. A close sec-
ond is knowing where those trees 
are likely to grow in the forest. 

Carter Meadows shot a 10 pt. 
Nicholas Co. buck.  Photo courtesy 
of WV Wild Outdoors in Birch River.

Understand that and you can fre-
quently eliminate unproductive 
squirrel country simply by look-



Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

Lewis County CVB on Facebook     or    www.stonewallcountry.com    304-269-7328

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
          STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
               304-269-7328
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 
• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILLER     

INSTINCT • TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS 

• HOYT • BEAR

GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT

SAFES • KNIVES

It’s FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock

Thermal
Scopes:

N-Vision  AGM
Pulsar  iRay

Class 3 Dealer
Silencers
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Bradley Perry bow hunted in Ran-
dolph Co. for a wide rack buck.  

continue to page 26

king at a topographic map or app.
2. Understand the Seasonal Rota-
tion
  Squirrels like mast in the fall, but 
it's not all ripe at the same time. 
Around here, they love pine cones 
in the late summer, but transition 
quickly to hickories through about 
the first of September. They'll eat 
beech nuts in early October if 
there's a crop of them, and after 
that, falling white oak acorns will 
bring an entire woods' worth of 
squirrels out of the treetops to for-
age on the ground, where they'll 
feed most of the winter.
3. Start High, Move Low
  Hickory trees are the classic 
place to squirrel hunt in early fall, 
since one good shagbark or pignut 
(You did learn to identify those, 
right?) can draw multiple squir-
rels at a time. Squirrels feeding 
in these trees are noisy and fair-
ly easy to locate â€” and you can 
scout good trees ahead of time 
simply by looking for cuttings at 
the base of the tree. When you're 
scouting for the first ripe hickories 
of the season, maybe for opening 
morning, look to the ridgetops 
first, since those trees seem to rip-
en just a few days earlier than the 
trees at lower elevation.
4. Hunt with Your Ears
  Squirrels make particular nois-
es, whether they're dropping golf 
ball-sized nuts out of the tree-
tops, searching for acorns on the 
ground, or barking at a predator. 
Other critters such as blue jays 
and woodpeckers make similar 
noises” but they're not the same. 
Good squirrel hunters know they'll 
locate half or more of their game 
by hearing them first, and by rec-
ognizing what is indeed a squirrel 
and what is something else. With 
experience, you'll learn, too but 
you have to shut up and listen.

  Sit and listen. You'll locate most 
squirrels with your ears. 

Adam Harvey used a bow in Wy-
oming Co. for a fine buck.  

5. Still Days are Best
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experience more together

More ammo comes in the 
form of horsepower.

You’re preparing for a big hunt in big country. Better hunt down a big value 
first. The all-new U10 Pro utility side-by-side delivers big capacity with a 
powerful 963cc V-twin, 1,000-lb. dumping cargo box, and a 3-person bench 
seat. Throw in standard features like electronic power steering, a 4,500 lb. 
winch, aluminum rims, roof, and a large CFMOTO RideSync™ TFT display. 
Now that’s what you call a big value. 
And if you want to add accessories, stop 
by our store and find out how. 

U10 PRO

*Plus freight and setup.

$16,999*
MSRP

$17,449*
CAMO MODEL MSRP

U10 PRO

*Plus freight and setup.

$16,999*
MSRP

$17,449*
CAMO MODEL MSRP

R  STROPSREWOP & RETNECREPUS VR S'YO
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RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS
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Paige Miller got an 8 point buck.  
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain 
Sporting Goods in Elkins.  

continue to the next page

www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s

Send In Your Big Buck
Photos from 2024
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Squirrels can seem invisible on 
windy days. My favorite days 
to hunt are 12 hours or so after 
a steady rain, when the woods 
are dead still. I don't want water 
droplets dripping from the trees” 
they're hard to distinguish from 
squirrel cutting sounds” but I do 
like for the ground to be damp 
and soft for sneaking around. 
When there's no breeze stirring, 
squirrels are easy to spot jump-
ing about up in the trees. Shoot, 
I get excited just thinking about a 
morning like that.
6. Don't Forget Soft Mast
  Hickories and oaks rightfully get 
most of the glory, but squirrels do 
relish soft mast at certain times. 
During the spring season, mulber-
ries and flowering tulip poplars 
are good trees to check. In the 
early fall, wild grapes, dogwood 
berries, and wild cherries attract 
squirrels.
7. Bring Binoculars
  A 14-ounce squirrel feeding in a 
hickory 80 yards high is tough to 
see when the leaves are green and 
thick, and they can be even tough-
er to see when they're alarmed and 
hiding. A good pair of binoculars 
can save you a lot of eyestrain.
8. Bring a Laser Pointer

Speaking of eyestrain, a laser 
pointer is an incredible tool for 
pointing out squirrels that you 
can see to hunting companions 
who can't see them. Just the other 
day, my 8-year-old borrowed my 
laser pointer to show me a squir-
rel balled up on a limb that might 
as well have been invisible to me. 
Lasers aren't legal to use every-
where, so check your local regs 
before trying them.
9. Hunt Gray Squirrels in Big 
Woods
  Many public-land tracts in the 
East are noted for huge swaths 
of aging timber, with a dark can-
opy and open understory. That's 
not ideal habitat for whitetails or 
grouse, but it's just about perfect 
squirrel country. If you want to 
find squirrel trees and gray squir-
rels, head to the biggest block of 

old-growth timber you know of 
and start scouting.



WE BUY LAND
AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com
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Ross Mellinger used a bow on a big buck living by the Ohio River on 
a small stretch of land.  Photo courtesy of Game Over Outdoors.

Squirrels can seem invisible on 
windy days. My favorite days to 
hunt are 12 hours or so after a 
steady rain, when the woods are 
dead still. I don't want water drop-
lets dripping from the trees â€” 
they're hard to distinguish from 
squirrel cutting sounds â€” but I 
do like for the ground to be damp 
and soft for sneaking around. 
When there's no breeze stirring, 
squirrels are easy to spot jump-
ing about up in the trees. Shoot, 
I get excited just thinking about a 
morning like that.
6. Don't Forget Soft Mast
  Hickories and oaks rightfully get 
most of the glory, but squirrels do 
relish soft mast at certain times. 
During the spring season, mulber-
ries and flowering tulip poplars 
are good trees to check. In the 
early fall, wild grapes, dogwood 
berries, and wild cherries attract 
squirrels.

7. Bring Binoculars
  A 14-ounce squirrel feeding in a 
hickory 80 yards high is tough to 
see when the leaves are green and 
thick, and they can be even tough-
er to see when they're alarmed and 
hiding. A good pair of binoculars 
can save you a lot of eyestrain.
8. Bring a Laser Pointer
 Speaking of eyestrain, a laser 
pointer is an incredible tool for 
pointing out squirrels that you 

can see to hunting companions 
who can't see them. Just the other 
day, my 8-year-old borrowed my 
laser pointer to show me a squir-
rel balled up on a limb that might 
as well have been invisible to me. 
Lasers aren't legal to use every-
where, so check your local regs 
before trying them.
9. Hunt Gray Squirrels in Big 
Woods



SUPER
Summer
SALE!

182 SC 115 HP Yamaha

191 DC 115 HP Yamaha

201 DC 115 HP Yamaha
Fun In The Sun!

Tubing

Water
Skiing

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio
740-846-0062

www.7riversmarine.com
Beth Ann Beverage has a quality 
whitetail buck.
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Jennifer Riffle Burns caught a 
largemouth at Stonewall Jackson.

continue to page 30

SUPER
FALL
SALE!
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ability of the deer population in 
West Virginia,” Johansen said. 
“Deer populations in impacted ar-
eas will rebound with next year's 
fawns and migration from adja-
cent areas.”
  This wildlife disease should not 
be confused with chronic wasting 
disease (CWD), which has been 
detected in six counties in the 
state’s eastern panhandle and is a 
long-term threat to the health of 
West Virginia’s deer population. 
Those who have questions about 
EHD or wish to report deer mor-
talities should visit WVdnr.gov/
contact to get contact information 
for their local WVDNR district 
office.

www.7riversmarine.com
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BECKLEY, W.VA. — The first 
segment of West Virginia’s wild 
boar firearms season will take 
place from Oct. 22-29 in Boone, 
Logan, Raleigh and Wyoming 
counties.
  “Wild boars are dependent on 
hard mast crops and white oak 
and chestnut oak are the main 
hard mast crops available in the 
boar counties this year,” said Col-
in Carpenter, project leader for 
the West Virginia Division of Nat-

ural Resources. “Boars will take 
advantage of these food sources, 
so hunters would be wise to be-
gin their search for boar signs in 
stands of white oak.”
  Only residents are allowed to 
hunt wild boars and no special 
permit is required. Hunters are re-
minded that if they are hunting in 
a county open to firearms antler-
less deer hunting, they must wear 
400 square inches of blaze orange 
over their outer clothing while the 
antlerless season is open.
   The second split of the wild 
boar firearms season will take 
place Feb. 3-5, 2023. Details 
about wild boar hunting seasons 
can be found on page 43 of the 
2022-23 Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations Summary, available 
at WVdnr.gov.

www.wvasportsman.net
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Crossbow Tips
1. Buy the best you can.
There is of course a big differ-
ence between an inexpensive en-
try-level crossbow and a high-end 
crossbow. The bargaining mod-
el costs less, but it’s not as well 
built, accurate and reliable as the 
more expensive model.
  For example, you can buy a 
complete crossbow package that 
contains everything you need. 
For example, a crossbow, a few 
arrows and arrowheads, a tele-
scopic sight, a jig, and a quiver 
for as little as $100 to $200. But 
you should remember that a good 
entry-level crossbow comes with 
200-$300 only for starting.
2. Use a 120-pound crossbow to 

learn how to shoot.
Learn to shoot a crossbow
  It doesn’t matter whether you 
practice target shooting or hunt-

ing; it is crucial to choose the right 
crossbow. To choose a beginner’s 
crossbow, you should consider 

continue to the next page

Gunner Ketterman brought in a 
great buck.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Good in Elkins.

  Modern crossbows are fast, 
accurate, and plenty powerful 
enough to cleanly take the largest 
big-game animals in North Amer-
ica. They are also a pleasure to 
shoot. To get the most out of your 
crossbow, you need to understand 
the basics of how to set one up 
for hunting and how to shoot it. 
Here are 12 tips to make you a 
crossbow-shooting machine, us-
ing a crossbow-and-arrow set-up 
designed specifically for hunting 
big game.
1. Buy the Best You Can Afford
There’s a big difference between 
an el cheapo, bargain-basement 
crossbow and a top-of-the-line 
model. Sure, the bargain model 
costs a lot less, but it will not be 
built as well, be as accurate or re-
liable, and sooner or later it will 
fail you when the moment of truth 
arrives. You can buy crossbow 
packages that include everything 
you need to get out shooting and 
hunting—crossbow, a few arrows 
and arrow points, a scope sight, 
cocking device and quiver—from 
anywhere between about $800 to 
$2,000.

Crossbow Basics

Allison Watts used a crossbow in 
Cabell County for a good buck.
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 Many public-land tracts in the 
East are noted for huge swaths 
of aging timber, with a dark can-
opy and open understory. That's 
not ideal habitat for whitetails or 
grouse, but it's just about perfect 
squirrel country. If you want to 
find squirrel trees and gray squir-
rels, head to the biggest block of 
old-growth timber you know of 
and start scouting.
10. Hunt Fox Squirrels in Wood-
lots
  Though there is certainly overlap 
between the two, fox squirrels” 
which are noted for their striking 
rufous coloration and large size 
â€” are more typically denizens 
of small woodlots and ag field 
edges. In fact, as you get into 
Midwestern farm country, fox 
squirrels can outnumber grays as 
the most common species seen.
11. Shoot Like a Turkey Hunter
  Even with a shotgun, most shots 
are taken at stationary squirrels. 
Squirrels are also physically 
tough with a dense hide. If I'm 
toting a shotgun, I'll pair it with 
a full choke or even a turkey tube 
to ensure a dense pattern and 
clean kill. Lately, I've seen sever-
al squirrel hunters use lightweight 
.410 turkey single-barrel guns 
topped with optics, and they're 
just ideal for the task.
 Today's .410 turkey guns are ide-
al squirrel guns for youngsters. 

Today's .410 turkey guns are ideal 
squirrel guns for youngsters.
12. Use Enough Shell
  Save the light loads for the skeet 
range or dove field. It's worth 
splurging for heavier high brass 
game loads when squirrel hunt-
ing. From a 20-gauge, I like a full 
1-ounce load of No. 6 lead, like 
FEDERAL'S HEAVY FIELD 
GAME LOAD. In my son's .410, 
the 3-INCH, 11/16-OUNCE 
LOAD OF 6S works well out to 
30 yards” again, when paired with 
a tight choke. Assuming your gun 
patterns it well, larger No. 4 shot 
provides good terminal effect on 
squirrels without filling the edible 
quarters with lead.
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Aiden Crockett caught a big 
smallmouth on Bluestone Lake.  

continue to the next page

13. Tote a .22
  An accurate .22 rifle is the quint-
essential squirrel gun, and using 
it effectively requires a step up 
in skill from using a shotgun. 
Open-sighted rifles work, partic-
ularly at close range, but a good 
scope allows for more precision 
shooting. A worthy squirrel rifle 
will put five shots into a quar-
ter-sized group at 25 yards. Can 
it be called a squirrel rifle if it 
shoots wider than that? Meh, 
maybe you need more practice. 
Opinions vary on the best load 
for squirrels, but I prefer high-ve-
locity hollowpoints such as the 
36-GRAIN CCI MINI-MAG or 
37-GRAIN WINCHESTER SU-

Jonathan Caltrider used a bow for 
a 400 lb. black bear in Ritchie Co.  

PER X COPPER-PLATED HOL-
LOWPOINT.
14. Tote a Magnum
  Though I grew up hunting with a 
.22 and still frequently carry one 
today, my modern squirrel rifle 
of choice is actually a bull-bar-
reled .17 HMR loaded with 
CCI'S 20-GRAIN FULL-METAL 
JACKET. With a muzzle veloci-
ty of almost 2,400 fps, the round 
has a flat-enough trajectory to 
hit a squirrel through the head to 
100+ yards, and off-the-shelf .17s 
are, in my experience, incredibly 
accurate. The FMJ bullet keeps 
meat destruction to a minimum, 
though I still prefer head-shots. 
If you're using anything frangible 
(which, most .17 HMR bullets are 
polymer tipped or hollowpoint), 
head-shots are mandatory.
CCI's 20-grain FMJ is an excel-
lent .17 HMR squirrel load. 
CCI's 20-grain FMJ is an excel-
lent .17 HMR squirrel load.

15. Learn to Rest
  One lesson from squirrel hunt-
ing that's applicable to hunting 
everything else is learning to find 
make-shift gun rests in the field. 
Not many people can consistent-
ly hit squirrels in the head with a 
rifle, off-hand. Taking a post off 
a tree, and using your hand to 
buffer the forend from the bark, 
is about as solid as it gets in the 
woods, and it's fast. Right-handed 
shooters need to use the left side 
of the tree when possible.
16. Carry Sticks
  Sometimes, there's not a good 
rest tree growing exactly where 
you need it. In that case, a set 
of shooting sticks (I like Primos 
Trigger Sticks) is pretty handy. 
They make for a decent walking 
staff the rest of the time, too.
  Hunting with a rimfire teaches 
you to find a solid rest in the field, 
no matter what. 
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17. Be Careful with Squirrel 
Calls
  Squirrel calls are usually de-
signed to imitate a squirrel's 
bark or the distress sounds of 
a young squirrel. Both sounds 
will cause nearby squirrels to 
take notice and sometimes bark 
in response” but they put the 

critters on high alert, too. Some-
times I'll use a squirrel call to 
make a stubborn squirrel show it-
self, or I might make a little bark-
ing chatter to stop a squirrel for a 
shot. Otherwise, keep quiet.
18. Circle a Tree
  Gray squirrels will often run 
when spooked, but sometimes 

they hunker down and hide (fox 

BJ Golden arrowed a true 12 point 
buck in Wood County.

continue to the next page
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Juton Bunner used a bow for a 
black bear wth a white blaze.

squirrels almost always try to 
hide). As you circle the tree for a 
shot, they will circle in turn, using 
the tree trunk to obscure them-
selves from your view. When 
you're hunting alone, this can 
make it difficult to get a shot. I've 
thrown limbs to the opposite side 
of the tree and even tied ropes to 
saplings and shaken them, with 
mixed results. But if you're hunt-
ing with a buddy, one of you can 
almost always circle the tree and 
push the squirrel around for a bet-
ter shot. The squirrel will move 
away from the person who's mov-
ing, so the shooter should find a 
good opening and steady rest â€” 
and be ready to shoot soon as the 
buddy makes the circle. When 
pressed, gray squirrels will fre-
quently jump tree and run.
19. Hunt Over a Dog
 I'll fully confess to not being 

a dog guy. I don't have the pa-
tience to be a trainer, and I pre-
fer to sneak up on squirrels for a 
shot. That said, hunting with dogs 
is fun, and most serious squirrel 
doggers are eager to introduce 
people to the sport â€” particu-
larly if you know of a good place 
to let them run their dogs. Squir-
rel dogging is at its best in the late 
season because squirrels are for-
aging on the ground, where dogs 
can both see and smell them, and 
because the barren trees make it 
easier to locate them for a shot. 
If you've got designs on trying it, 
stockpile a few places to go for a 
winter hunt, and then don't be shy 
about asking.
20. Take a Kid
  Even under the best of circum-
stances, deer and turkey hunting 
involve a lot more boring mo-
ments than exciting ones. With 
squirrel hunting, you can stay on 
the move, and your kid can kick 
mushrooms and play in the creek 
in between stops. Yet, squirrels 
are surprisingly wary, so a kid 
learns fast to shut his mouth and 
keep still, too, if he wants fried 
squirrel and ketchup for dinner. 

It's all a wonderful lesson. Speak-
ing of dinner, if you only bag one 
squirrel with your kid by your 
side, remember that it's still wor-
thy of a feast. Take it home, cook 
it up, and celebrate properly.
21. Skin Clean
  There are plenty of ways to skin 
a squirrel, and you should learn a 
couple to see what works best for 
you. Regardless, show up to the 
cleaning station prepared to do a 
clean job. I like a slick 2x8, upon 
which to set my skinned squir-
rels as I work, and running water 
available if possible. Soon as the 
skin is off, get it and the tails away 
from the meat, and rinse the meat 
frequently as you work. Squirrel 
hair belongs on fishing lures, not 
the dinner table.
22. Bring Shears
  The handiest squirrel-clean-
ing tool ever made is a pair of 
heavy-duty game shears or utili-
ty scissors. I buy a new set from 

continue to page 34



H & S
Sporting Goods
707 S. Saunders Ave
PRINCETON, WV

BEST RODS ON EARTH

LARGEST SELECTION OF
ST. CROIX RODS 

IN THE AREA.
MUSKY - BASS - TROUT
RODS IN STOCK NOW

Danner Boots - Hoodoo Kayaks

Large Selection Of Reels

Nov/Dec 2024 ~ Page 33
MEGA BASS LURES Z MAN LURES STRIKE KING LURES

304-487-1090

GITZIT • YAMAMOTO • ROBO WORM • MISSILE • NET BAIT • X- ZONE • KEITECH • SPRO
RAPALA • HEDDON • ZOOM • ABU GARCIA • LEWS • ROOSTER TAIL • LITTLE CLEO

MON - FRI 10 to 5  SAT 10 to 2  CLOSED SUN



LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC
SALES • FINANCE • PARTS • SERVICE

    320 West Main Street
     Bridgeport, WV
     (304) 842-5469

www.leesonsmotors.com

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa 

& More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304) 
472-1474

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

LIVE
BAITGAS Gasoline

Diesel
WV Lottery & Powerball

Nightcrawlers
and More.

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm
Sun 7am to 9pm

304-472-5132

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS

  Gold Tip Carbon Crossbow Bolts
 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

Nov/Dec 2024 ~ Page 34

Kevin Overly got a wide racked 
buck in Lewis Co. with a bow.

the hardware store every couple 
seasons. They work to snip off 
squirrel feet, and cut right through 
bones. A properly cleaned squirrel 
should render two front legs, two 
hind legs, and the saddle, which is 
the middle of the back (bone-in) 
with two backstraps attached.
23. Age a Squirrel
  The time-honored way to age a 
big male squirrel is by looking at 
the balls, which are perhaps pro-
portionately larger than those of 
any other creature on Earth. If you 
couldn't show them to your moth-
er without blushing, that squirrel 
is likely to be tough. Save him 
for the stew pot and slow cook-
ing. Young squirrels are better for 
frying.
24. Make a Hanger Tote
  Get a wire coat hanger and snip it 
apart on both the top and bottom. 
The wire should be about 7 inches 
long on the top and bottom when 
you're done, and shaped into a 
rough V. Curl a hook into the top 
wire with pliers, so that you can 
loop it around the bottom wire, 

and clip it on and off. Thread the 
bottom wire through a dead squir-
rel's rear-leg tendons, and you've 
got a perfect squirrel tote that will 
hang securely from a belt loop or 
pack.
25. Scout from Your Stand
  One for the deer hunters: Ever 
seen a squirrel from your stand? 
I have. Sometimes, hillbillies 
need a break from being scent-
free, low-impact, and generally 

stressed about hunting.
  This is, after all, supposed to be 
fun. Once you try it, you'll realize 
there's no shortage of fun in squir-
rel hunting.  Try squirrel hunting 
this season.

Shawn Riddle got a big tined buck 
in Lewis Co. with a crossbow.
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 Blake Capps from Muskogee, 
Okla. has won the 2024 Mercury 
B.A.S.S. Nation Championship 
presented by Lowrance with a 
three-day total of 42 pounds, 14 
ounces.
GROVE, Okla. — When Blake 
Capps was in first grade, he and 
his classmates were asked to 
write down what they wanted to 
be when they grew up. The scraps 
of paper then went into a time 
capsule that was opened a dozen 
years later when they were high 
school seniors.
  “I wrote that I wanted to be a 
professional fisherman,” Capps 
said.
  After winning the 2024 Mercury 
B.A.S.S. Nation Championship 
presented by Lowrance, Capps 
can officially say his wish has 
come true.  
  The 28-year-old Capps weighed 
a three-day total of 42 pounds, 14 
ounces to win the championship 
that concluded Friday on Grand 
Lake O’ The Cherokees, less 
than 100 miles from his home in 

B.A.S.S. Nation
Championship

Nov/Dec 2024 ~ Page 35

Alex Goff, from Clendenin, rep-
resented WV and lead day 1 with 
15 lbs, 15 oz.  He ended up in 
10th place after 3 days.

continue to the next page



794 Hinton By Pass

HINTON, WV
304-900-6000

GUNS
AMMO

BOOTS
CLOTHING

Carhart   Danner   Rocky 
Twisted X Wading Boots & Water Shoe

Beer - Snacks
Beverages

Fishing
Tackle

~ Open Daily ~
Live Bait

Year Round

LIVE BAIT

VIEW ON
FACEBOOK

DEER PROCESSING
221 HONEY LANE
DANIELS, WV

304-719-7090
$60 a deer
$150 a bear

Only take 4 a day
Sept. 28 to Dec 31
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Brandon Grose arrowed a huge 
McDowell County buck.

Muskogee. Capps had the heavi-
est bag of the day (14-14) which 
propelled him to a 14-ounce vic-
tory in a tournament that featured 
nearly 500 of the best B.A.S.S. 
Nation anglers from around the 
U.S. and several foreign coun-
tries.
  The victory at Grand Lake comes 
with a wealth of riches, among 
them a spot in the 2025 Bass Pro 
Shops Bassmaster Classic which 
will be held March 21-23 on Lake 
Ray Roberts in Fort Worth, Tex-
as. Capps also collected $50,000 
cash, an invitation to compete in 
the 2025 Bassmaster Elite Series, 
and a Nation’s Best boat and truck 
combo to use for the year. 
  After hoisting the Bryan V. Ker-

chal Memorial Trophy that goes 
to the B.A.S.S. Nation Champion 
each year, Capps (who works as 
a petroleum operator at a nearby 
power plant) reflected upon the 
time capsule that was cracked 
open back in 2015. 
  “I haven’t had a chance to do a 
lot of competitive fishing because 
of work and the cost that goes 
with being a tournament fisher-
man,” he said. “But I’m definitely 
gonna have to sit down and think 
about (accepting the offer to fish 
in the Elite Series).
  “And I can tell you, I’m lean-
ing really heavy toward it,” he 
said, chuckling. “I may go out 
there and get my butt whooped. 
But somewhere down the road 
I can look back and say I was a 
Bassmaster Elite one day. It’ll be 
almost impossible to pass up this 
chance.”
  Living close to one of America’s 
premier bass fisheries didn’t hurt 
Capps’ chances on Grand Lake, 
but he noted he’s never fished the 
reservoir at this time of year. With 
temperatures warmer than usual, 
though, he figured bigger bass 

would be feeding in shallow wa-
ter. They were, but the bites were 
scarce enough that each one was 
precious.
  “I don’t know if anyone covered 
as much water as I did this week,” 
he said. “I ran constantly, and it 
was all for five, six, seven bites a 
day. It was work, but it paid off.”
  And when most anglers were 
throwing myriad lures trying to 
entice the fickle Grand Lake bass 

contiue to the next page



DEER PROCESSING
6522 Tyler Highway

SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175
304-758-2150

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING

TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED
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  FISHING TACKLE
On facebook.com/mountainsidewv

www.mountainsidewv.com

Fisher Berga takes after his dad 
Brad & grandad Tom and loves to 
catch bass.

Brandon Plumley hooked a No-
vember smallmouth bass.

Eddie Humphreys scored on a 
huge buck on his birthday.

 bite, Capps settled into a win-
ning pattern amidst his run-
and-gun routine.
  “Out of my 15 fish, I think I 
caught 14 on a simple white 
spinnerbait,” Capps said, add-
ing that he rotated between War 
Eagle and BOOYAH Covert 
lures throughout the champion-
ship. 
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Rut • Quarter • Browning • Stock • Rings • Range • Bolt • Tine

Quail • Grunt • Shoot • Harvest • Kill • Remington • Grouse • Ax

Hammer • Wind • Scope • Chamber • Mast • Doe • Ruger • Bleat

Rack • Heart • Drag • Hunter • Trigger • Pheasant • Federal • Fawn

Buck • Scope • Tinks • Fire • Woods • Scrape • Valley • Camera
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City________________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_____________________

Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other_________________ #Points________ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2024.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217

Jeb Short got an 8 point crossbow 
buck in Lewis County.

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

44 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

 Accepting Major Credit Cards
Full Time/Award Winning  Master 

Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap

304-439-5329

www.wvasportsman.net
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CLIP OUT TO MAIL
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Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates



RMTP is the mountain region’s premier 
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade, 
and pawn new and used guns and offer 

gun repair services as well. We have 
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the 
areas largest selection of ammo.  We 
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns & 
Ammo and increased our inventory.

NEW LARGER STORE
OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

Anaconda & Python
50 “SNAKE” 

GUNS IN STOCK
LOTS OF AMMO

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

RICH MOUNTAIN
~ TRADING & PAWN ~

ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399

View Us On
FACEBOOK
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Type 7 FFL
richmountaintrading.com

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm  Closed Sunday



SuperiorSuperior
The name says it all! 
 SALES, SERVICE, 

PARTS

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG

304-424-5122
800-478-5884

www.SuperiorAutoWV.com
2024 Toyota Tacoma  2024 Toyota Tundra 

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate.   4.99% 
APR for 60 monthly payments 0f $18.87 per $1,000 borrowed . Plus tax & fees and dealer doc fee.  Whereas every 
attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors. Expires 11- 4, 2024

 Reserve Yours Today

 Reserve Yours Today

View the Superior Toyota Sales Incentives for this 
month by going online at superiorautowv.com

Aim For Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

Aim For Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

Superior
         T.R. Hathaway says: “Archery Season opens on September 30”

www.superiorauto.com

www.superiorauto.com

www.superiorauto.comwww.superiorauto.com

www.superiorauto.comwww.superiorauto.com

 Reserve Yours Today

  2024 Toyota Land Cruiser

$2,000 Customer Cash On Hybrids
$1,000 Customer Cash On Gas - Excludes TRD Pro 

5.99% APR Up To 72 Months 
For Qualified Buyers - Excludes TRD Pro
4

& Trail Hunter

Reserve Yours Today

12-2

$2,000 Customer Cash
1.99% APR Up To 72 Months

72 monthly payments of $14.75

1.99% APR for 72 monthly payments of $14.75 per $1,000 borrowed.
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