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 Fishing in a farm pond, Seth 
Spry, from Lumberport, reeled 
in a new largemouth bass length 
record at 26.375 inches.  He 
used a bluegill on a bobber to 
hook this great fish.  He released 
the bass. The old length record 
was set in 2001 by Eli Gain at 
Dog Run Lake.  His largemouth 
bass measured 25.75 inches.  
 We are looking for big game 
pics.  Form is on page 38. 
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Delayed Harvest Regulation

www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s

A very unusual albino wild turkey 
was harvested by 10 year old Ian 
Williamson in Pleasants County.

104’ Tall
Lighthouse 

Tour

Pontoon
Fishing Boat
Paddleboard

Canoe
Kayak

Rentals

Pirate Ship
Playground

Luxury
Cabins

Tiny
Cabins

   278 Summersville Lake Rd.
       Mt. Nebo, WV 26679
         304-872-5975
www.summersvillelakeretreat.com

RV Camp
Gift Shop
Cabins

Playground • Tent Camping • Boat Rental
Lighthouse

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources (WVDNR) announced 
today that delayed harvest regu-
lations on five trout streams will 
end on Thursday, May 15. These 
streams will be under general 
statewide fishing regulations from 
May 16 through Oct. 31.
  The streams returning to gener-
al regulations are Clear Fork of 
Guyandotte River in Wyoming 
County, Middle Wheeling Creek 
in Ohio County, Paint Creek in 

Fayette and Kanawha counties, 
the lower section of Shavers Fork 
River in Randolph County and 
the Williams River in Pocahon-
tas County. These waters are list-
ed in the trout stocking schedule 
and will continue to receive trout 
through the end of May.
  “Delayed harvest regulations are 
a critical part of our trout manage-
ment program because they give 
anglers a unique opportunity to 
enjoy catch-and-release fishing 
while also conserving resources,” 
said WVDNR Director Brett Mc-
Million. “Thanks to these regula-
tions, we’re able to extend qual-
ity trout fishing opportunities for 
West Virginia anglers in these in-
credible streams.”
  The WVDNR reminds anglers 
that proper catch-and-release 
practices are essential for pro-
tecting trout populations. Anglers 
should minimize the time they 
handle fish, use barbless hooks or 
forceps to remove hooks quickly 
and release fish in calm water.
  All anglers 15 years and older 
are required to have a West Vir-
ginia fishing license and a valid 
form of identification while fish-
ing in the state of West Virgin-
ia. Trout stamps are required for 
those fishing for trout. Anglers are 
also encouraged to upgrade their 
fishing experience by opting for a 
collectible license card. Licenses 
and stamps may be purchased on-

line at WVfish.com.
  For more information, including 
trout stocking updates and fish-
ing regulations, visit WVdnr.gov/
fishing.



Lazy Dog
Campground & Resort

CATFISH PAYLAKE

2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

CATFISH PARADISE
CATFISH PAYLAKE

1564 McGriffins Lane
Jackson, Ohio 45640

(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins
•70 Full Hook-up

   Campsites

Check Us Out
On Facebook At 

Lazy Dogs

Numerous Sites
Shelter House
Picnic Areas
Bathhouse

Laundry Facilities

Playground
Pay Lake / Fishing 

Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
Swimming Pool

Double Cornhole

BRING
THE 

FAMILY

FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS  $18 + $3 BONUS FISH - 6 TO 10 YEARS OLD $5 - FREE 5 & UNDER
   

24 HOURS  $25      48 HOURS $43

Both Lakes Feature Fully Equipped Tackle Shops  LIVE BAIT
Both Lakes Open 24 Hours - 7 Days A Week

“Where the big cats swim”

JOIN THE
FUN!

12769 Veto Road
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7

Marietta, OH 
45750

(740) 373-0686

CATFISH PARADISE

www.catfishparadiseohio.com

Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy Dog   Fri/Sat 8pm to 1am Catfish Paradise    $20 + Ticket    Pays Top 4

Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimming
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Tracy Sanders, from Vienna, 
caught a 6 lb.  rainbow at a private 
Smoke Hole Cavern stream.

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing 
 Hunting
Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room 
- Playground

Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

conintue to the next page

B&B PAWN SHOP304-269-6330 BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLEPAWN - BUY

SELL - TRADE

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET

ALUM BRIDGE, WV

HUNDREDS
OF GUNS
STOCKED

NEW & USED
GUNS 
AMMO

• Musical Instruments
• Furniture
• Glassware
• Electronics
WE BUY 
ESTATES

The Largest Fishing Lure In The 
World Is As Long As A School 
Bus
  The largest fishing lure in the 
world is a red and yellow spoon 
with a treble hook that is more 
than 40 feet long, with the spoon 
being 27.5 feet long and 9.5 feet 
wide. The treble hook is 14 feet 
long and 8 feet wide.
 The record is credited to sib-
lings Brad Pallister and Jessica 
Dew and sits outside the Thomp-
son-Pallister Bait Company in Al-
berta, Canada.
 Female Anglerfish have a long 

Very Unusual Fishing Information

Eli Ellis hooked a huge Bluestone 
Lake largemouth bass. 

appendage on the top of their 
heads that has a fleshy lure at the 
end of it.
 They use their “pole” to waive 
the lure around to entice other 
fish, then gulp them down!
Fishing Made Us Human
  Scientists have found evidence 

from 1.9 million years ago that 
our early, pre-human hominid an-
cestors caught, processed, and ate 
fish.
  They believe that their diets, 
rich in fish protein, were a vital 
component that contributed to the 
rapid expansion of hominid brain 
size. This eventually led to the 
evolution of Homoerectus, later 
followed by Homosapiens!
The Fish Indians Taught The Pil-
grims To Plant Is Still Used Today
  Menhaden were the fish that the 
Indians told the first Pilgrims in 
Massachusetts to use as fertilizer.
  They are still considered “the 
most important fish in the sea” 
and have several important uses 
including in pet foods, cosmet-
ics, and food supplements, among 
other uses.
  And yes, we still use them for 



SPRING
PONTOON 

SALE

GREAT PRICING ON 2023 LEFTOVERS

222 FCR

222 CR

Financing Available

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535

304-529-0487
www.rodgersmithmarine.com SKEETER

Family Fun!
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Chantz Williams caught a 6 lb., 8 
oz. Ohio River smallmouth bass.

continue to the next page

Hunter Rohr reeled in a huge 
Shavers Fork rainbow trout.

fertilizer!
The Heaviest Blue Catfish
 The heaviest catfish was caught 
in Kerr Lake, Bugg Island, Vir-
ginia.
 It was caught on June 18th, 2011 
by Richard Nicholas Ander-
son. The blue catfish he caught 
weighed in at 143 pounds!
Largemouth And Smallmouth 
Bass Aren’t Actually Bass
  Both of the most common spe-
cies of bass aren’t bass!
  They are members of the sunfish 
family, which means that they are 
more closely related to bluegills 
and pumpkinseed fish than to real 
bass!
Stone Age Fishing Tackle Would 
Look Familiar To Modern Fisher-
man
  At a site in Israel, archaeologists 
found stone-age fish hooks and 

sinkers from 12,000 years ago.
 The hooks were made of bone 
and correspond with modern fish-
hooks, both in a range of sizes and 
styles. There are unbarbed hooks 
and also barbed hooks of several 
different types.
  With the hooks, they also found 

stone age sinkers! These were 
round pebbles with a groove 
carved around them to hold the 
fishing line.
More Than 30 Million Americans 
Go Fishing Each Year
 The number of Americans who 



Largest lake in the region (27 acres)
Stocked monthly (catfish in warm months, trout in cold months)
Minutes off the interstate with Ample parking
Shoreline fishing / kayaks are permitted
Accessible dock, kayak dock
July-August catfish tournaments
On-site bait shop

Ridenour Lake - Nitro, WV

NitroCVB.com

Young Allen Plum reeled in a 28 
1/2” rainbow.  Photo courtesy of Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.
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continue to page 11

Jeff Johnson used a spinner bait 
for a quality largemouth bass. 

go fishing in any given year is 
over 30 million, and that number 
is growing.
 This means that well over ten-
percent of the population over 16 
goes fishing in any given year!
  It’s no wonder they say fishing is 
good for your health!
The Oldest Freshwater Gamefish 

Ever Caught Was Over 100 Years 
Old
 A female Bigmouth Buffalo 
caught near Pelican Rapids, Min-
nesota was found to be 112 years 
old.
 Of the 386 bigmouth Buffalo 
they tested, 90 percent of the pop-
ulation was over 80 years old and 
five were over 100!
Maria Delores Montesinos Fer-
nandez Is The Most Accurate Fly 
Caster Ever
  On December 11th, 2011, Ms. 
Fernandez cast a weighted fly 
into a fishbowl that had a 6.8-inch 
opening from 23 feet away with-
out touching the sides!
  She did this on the set of El Show 
de Los Records, in Madrid, Spain.
Fisherman Spend Over 45 Billion 
A Year On Fishing
  This includes money spent on 
gear, licensing clothing, and ac-

commodations. Fishing is a seri-
ous boost to the economy and a 
major source of funding for the 
maintenance and conservation of 
our waterways and species.
The Hagfish Is The Weirdest Fish
  Hagfish are an incredible slimy 
jawless eel that lives in the ocean.



Stop By Our Store 
OR Shop Online

With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You

www.doddsports.com
• BUY
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• TRADE
• AMMO
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• HANDGUNS 
• DEER BLINDS
• CUTLERY
• SCOPES
• HUNTING
• BOATING

• SAFES
• FISHING
• RELOADING
• ARCHERY 
• HANDGUNS
• LONG GUNS
• POWDER
• OPTICS

Weatherby • Christensen Arms
Ruger • Remington • Browning

Winchester • Glock • Taurus
Thompson Center • Springfield

And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

11-6 Mon-Fri
11-5 Sat

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

PISTOLS & RIFLES

CLOTHING

SCOPES

TACKLERODS-REELS

RELOADING

AMMO

ARCHERY
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CLASS 3
DEALER

Suppressors
Thermal Scopes



96 Outdoor Plaza
Ripley, WV 25271
304-373-0400

OVER
4,000

GUNS
IN STOCK

bridgeport equipment and tool ripley
www.bridgeportequip.com

Bridgeport, OH
740-635-1129
Marietta, OH

740-373-6686
New Martinsville,WV

304-455-6686
Pennsboro, WV
304-659-2917
Gallipolis, OH
740-446-2412

Huntington, WV
304-736-2120
Wurtland, KY
606-833-1408

Charleston, WV
304-744-0555
Pomeroy, OH
740-992-1438
Beckley, WV

304-252-6688

Other Store Locations   11 Total
Products Offered May Differ
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Deere Mowers - Stihl Products

Ventrac - UTVs

Boots

New & Used Guns  We Trade

Famous Name Guns

Fishing & Archery

Online Ordering Or
Stop By Our Ripley Store

Pontoon
Fishing
Jonboat
Pleasure

Heavy Equipment Sales & Rentals

Polaris

Yamaha



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline  Musky Lures
 • Food • Live Bait • Minnows & More

• Fishing Tackle • Crossbows

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5 am-8 pm Fr

8 am-8 pm Sat
Closed Sunday

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
Safe

Showroom

LIVE
BAIT

Ravin - Barnette
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Don Salisbury brought in a nice 
gobbler.  Photo courtesy of Crossroads 
General Store in Walker. 

Friends since high school and co-owners of Wright’s Riverside Ma-
rine. Cec Schneider and Dan Holdren took 2nd place in the first OVC 
Ohio River tourament in St. Marys. Two fishing legends on the river.

 If disturbed they can produce 
enough slime to fill a two-gallon 
bucket in a matter of minutes.
  They are also the only fish that 
sneezes. Weird!
Lampreys Are A Remnant Of The 
Ancient Past
  Lampreys (along with hagfish) 
are the last holdovers of a time 
before fish evolved jaws. At one 
time, all fish were jawless.
Lampreys Are A Remnant Of The 
Ancient Past
  For unknown reasons, these two 
species stopped evolving and are 
now the last representatives of 
what all fish once were like!
You Can Tell A Fish’s Age The 
Same Way You Can Tell A Tree’s
  By counting growth rings! Just 
like a ring in the tree’s wood tell 
its age, so do the rings in fish.
  These can be either in their scales 
or ear bones, which are called oto-
liths. These methods have been 
tested by carbon dating and found 
to be totally accurate!
The Most Common Fishing Meth-
od Is Also The Oldest

  The most common fishing meth-
od in the world is called bait fish-
ing or still fishing.
  It is also the simplest. You put a 
worm or bread ball, or any other 
bait on your hook, cast it out into 

the water, and wait.
  There’s a reason it’s the most 
common method. Not only is it 
simple and inexpensive, but it’s 
also one of the most effective 
ways to catch fish!

FREE ONLINE
www.wvasportsman.net
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Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Guns • Electronics • Tools • Archery • And More

Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104

    (304) 428 PAWN (7296)6)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298
www.carlspawnshop.com          MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM    SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION
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WV DNR officers are involved in 
the musky stocking program.

WV DNR Musky Hatchery
 Muskellunge, often called musky, 
are known among anglers as the 
“fish of 10,000 casts.” These 
powerful, elusive predators are a 
bucket-list catch for many anglers 
and an iconic part of West Virgin-

Layla Stewart reeled in a quality 
spring smallmouth bass

ia’s freshwater fisheries. But what 
many don’t see is the behind-the-
scenes work done by WVDNR 
fisheries biologists to ensure West 
Virginia musky continue to thrive 
across the Mountain State. In this 

blog, we’ll take you inside the 
WVDNR’s musky spawning pro-
gram to see how biologists col-
lect, spawn and raise this remark-
able fish, and why it matters for 
conservation and anglers alike.
WEST VIRGINIA MUSKY: A 
PREMIER PREDATOR
 Muskellunge are considered by 
many anglers to be the premier 
freshwater sport fish. Their large 
size, explosive strikes and solitary, 
ambush-driven behavior make 
them one of the most sought-after 
catches in North America. In West 
Virginia, they’re native to the 
Ohio River drainage, but WVD-
NR stocking has expanded their 
range across the state.
  Musky are long, cylindrical fish 

continue to the next page
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Burnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

Snacks/Beverages
Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

Lots Of Jigs
ACC Rods

Zoom & More
 Rods & Reels

Yamamoto & More

304-853-2822
LIVE BAIT

Gasoline • Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

PONTOON
RENTALS

LARGE
TACKLE

SELECTIONClosed
Now

Re - Open
April 12 2025

Steve Panas caught a 5 1/2 lb. No-
vember Ohio River smallmouth.

continue to the next page

613 E Main St.
HARRISVILLE, WV

304-643-2940

LIVE BAIT
MINNOWS • NIGHTCRAWLER • MEAL WORM

NEW & USED GUNS
Buy - Sell - Trade - Pawn

Archery Equipment
Tools - Chainsaws

Open: Mon Tue Thu Fri 8-4
Wed & Sat 8 to Noon

FISHING
TACKLE

A
M
M
O

Tony Cline got a great bow buck 
in McDowell County last fall.

Reserve Your Slip Space Now

with a sharp snout, razor-like 
teeth, and a pattern of spots and 
bars over a base of olive, brown, 
or titanium-white coloring. These 
features make them nearly invis-
ible to prey they are pursuing. 
As top-level predators, they pre-
fer slack water, downed timber, 
and other ambush-friendly habi-
tat, using a coil-and-spring strike 
to capture prey such as suckers, 
shad, and even small birds and 
mammals.
SPRING SPAWNING: COL-
LECTING MUSKY BROOD 
STOCK
  Despite their fearsome reputa-
tion, muskellunge are vulnerable 
to habitat loss and water quality 
degradation like many other fish-
es. To counter these problems, 

the WVDNR is involved in con-
servation efforts to maintain and 
enhance current populations so 
anglers have more opportunities 
than ever to chase these legendary 
predators.
  One such effort is the WVDNR’s 
musky spawning program. Spring 
temperatures trigger musky court-
ship behavior and movement, giv-
ing WVDNR fisheries biologists 
the rare opportunity to locate and 
collect wild brood stock.
 In late March and early April, 
WVDNR fisheries biologists took 
to the water to collect fish for the 
project, using specialized elec-
trofishing equipment. The team 
targeted Elk River, Middle Is-

land Creek, Kanawha River, New 
River, and North Bend Lake to 
capture male and female musky 



THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH • MISSION • PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

304-622-8440

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE

May/June 2025 Page 14

continue to the next page

Steve Starkey hooked a 46 1/2” 
Stonecoal Lake musky.

Chris Legrand reeled in a huge 
river flathead catfish..

In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry

pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

• Grow A Healthier Herd
• Attract Deer

Made In

Park Center Sporting Goods, Rainelle WV   Holly River Grocery, Hacker Valley WV   Re-creations Taxidermy El-
kins WV   Valley Bend Valley Muffler & Brake, Parkersburg WV   Smokin Musket Outdoors, Bloomery WV   Carol’s 
Store, Bergoo WV   PC Outdoors, Crab Orchard WV   The Y Country Store, Walkersville WV    Tri County Arms & 
Archery, Petersburg WV   Knobley Farms Sport Shop, New Creek WV    Freedom Ag, Buckhannon WV   Southern 
States, Elkins WV    Freedom Ag, Gassaway WV    Hardman’s Hardware, Glenville WV   Home Warehouse Inc., 
Uniontown PA   Mountaineer Gun & Tackle, Man WV   Southern States, Philippi WV    Jane Lew Home Center, 
Jane Lew WV   BFS Farm & Home (Southern States), Morgantown WV   Kirkendoll’s Pay Pond, Oceana WV 

Freedom Ag, Ronceverte WV     Hall’s Feed & Farm Supply, Pennsboro WV   Jowar Feed & Supply, Laeger WV  
Southern States, Summersville WV    Liggett’s Supply, Mill Creek WV     Allegheny Industrial Supply, Bridgeport 

WV  304 Outdoors, Belington WV  Green’s Feed and Seed, Charleston WV

to bring back to the WVDNR’s 
Palestine and Apple Grove State 
Fish Hatcheries for spawning. But 
not every fish can make the cut. 
Biologists must carefully select 
healthy, sexually mature adult fish 
to support the hatchery program.
INDUCING MUSKY SPAWN-
ING AT THE HATCHERY
  Musky spawning in the wild typ-
ically begins when water tempera-
tures reach 50-55°F, and often in-
volves large-scale migrations that 
congregate males and females for 

courtship. At the hatchery, musky 
are safely held in mesh cages. Bi-
ologists then induce the spawning 
process by injecting females with 
common carp pituitary gland ex-
tract that stimulates eggs to be 
released approximately 72 hours 
after injection.
  Eggs are collected from female 

muskies and mixed with milt col-
lected from male muskies—a del-
icate process that requires preci-
sion and care. After fertilization, 
the eggs are transferred to flow 
jars where they are aerated until 
they hatch.
RAISING AND STOCKING 
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Camden Dalton reeled in a nice 
Monongahela River walleye.

Trent Mullennex caught a 24” 
golden trout.  Photo courtesy of Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Smarr’s Outdoor Services
2108 Gauley Turnpike Rd.

Flatwoods, WV
304-678-5129

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

Archery & Hunting Supplies

RV Camping 
 Boat Storage

Your local one stop outdoors shop. 
We are an FFL Dealer and a full 

service archery shop. We sell live 
bait and fishing supplies. We also 

offer winterization and outside 
storage for boats and RVs. With 

11 full Hook up camp sites. Closed 
Sat, Sun, Mon!

LIVE  
BAIT

Open: Tue to Fri 
Noon to 6pm

NOW Selling

GUNS

 After a few weeks of feeding 
on brine shrimp, musky fry are 
moved to hatchery ponds to grow. 
Musky are raised at the hatchery 
through the summer and fall un-
til they reach advanced finger-
ling size (10+ inches), and they 
are stocked in waters throughout 
West Virginia from late October 
through early November. These 
stocked fish maintain stable pop-
ulation sizes in both native and 
expanded ranges where natural 
reproduction is not capable of 
sustaining a fishery.
  Nate Taylor, a fisheries biolo-
gist for WVDNR District 6, states 
“It’s extremely rewarding to be a 
part of a program focused on the 
enhancement of musky fishing 
opportunities for the anglers of 
West Virginia.”
  Musky anglers are passionate 
about the future of West Virgin-
ia’s musky populations and fish-
ing opportunities. Many are active 
in sportsman’s groups that have 
worked to promote their sport 
through the donation of equip-
ment that supports the WVDNR’s 
musky stocking program.

WHY MUSKY MANAGEMENT 
MATTERS
  Muskies have a reputation for 
being difficult to catch, which has 
earned them the nickname “the 
fish of 10,000 casts.” Their soli-
tary nature, preference for large 
territory and selective feeding 
habits make them a challenge 
even for seasoned anglers. Yet 
thanks to the WVDNR’s man-
agement efforts, West Virginia 
anglers have seen more frequent 
encounters with these apex pred-
ators.
  “The quality of fishing in West 
Virginia today is really a testa-
ment to the WVDNR’s hatchery 
program,” said Taylor. “When it 

comes to catching musky now, I 
believe our work has made them 
probably more like the fish of 
1,000 casts.”
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5961

www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

Daniel Post hooked a huge Maple 
Lake largemouth bass. 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — To 
help promote National Safe Boat-
ing Week, the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources (WVD-
NR) in partnership with its Law 
Enforcement Section, is remind-
ing boaters to prepare for summer 
adventures on the water by brush-
ing up on boating safety skills.
  National Safe Boating Week, ob-
served May 17–23, marks the start 
of the summer boating season and 
promotes the Safe Boating Cam-
paign, a global initiative funded 
by the Sport Fish Restoration and 
Boating Trust Fund and admin-
istered by the U.S. Coast Guard. 
The campaign encourages boat-
ers to prioritize safety every time 
they’re on the water.
 “We want everyone to enjoy our 
beautiful lakes and rivers, but 
that means wearing life jackets, 
staying sober and knowing the 
rules,” said WVDNR Director 
Brett McMillion. “Boating regu-
lations aren’t just tips — they’re 
responsibilities that help keep ev-
ery boater safe.”
  Natural Resources Police will 
be increasing patrols during Na-
tional Safe Boating Week, which 
includes the Memorial Day week-
end, to enforce boating under the 
influence laws and ensure compli-
ance with life jacket regulations.

  Drowning is the reported cause 
of death in nearly 80% of recre-
ational boating fatalities, and 87% 
of those victims were not wearing 
life jackets.
  West Virginia law also requires 

Safe Boating In WV

anyone born on or after Dec. 31, 
1986, to complete a boater educa-
tion course approved by the Na-
tional Association of State Boat-
ing Law Administrators before 
operating a motorboat. 



May/June 2024 ~ Page 17

Emma Carr got her 1st gobbler in 
Randolph County.

      Lick Run Hunt Club is located in Webster County, West 
Virginia and encompasses over 8000 acres near the community 
of Hacker Valley.  The Club is home to deer, turkey, bear and 
squirrel.  Our members are invited to stay and camp and enjoy 
the many activities within the Club as well as the surrounding 
areas.  Lick Run Hunt Club emphasizes the outdoor experience 
in a private setting with beautiful mountain scenery. 

The annual membership fee is $500.00 and includes 
everyone in your immediate family, living at home, 

under the age of 22.
• Year Round Camper Space & ATV use.

• Nearby Fishing Opportunities.  Family Fun.

www.lickrunhuntclub.com

To Join The Club For 2024 Contact:
(304) 688-8336 Myron Boggess   mboggess@pffwv.org

           An Application Form Is Also On Our Website

Join NOW!

SPORTING GOODS • PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS • FISHING • AMMO

MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK
69 N. MAIN ST.

PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN 

Immediate OPENINGS LEFT - Get In For The 2025 Season

Jerry Porter, from Harts, landed 
the new state record black crap-
pie.  His fish weighed 3.6 pounds 
- around 3 lbs, 10 ounces.

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources (WVDNR) announced 
today that the state’s black crap-
pie weight record has been broken 
by a Lincoln County angler.
  The record was broken on May 
7 by Jerry Porter of Harts, W.Va., 
who caught a 3.6-pound, 17.7-
inch black crappie at East Lynn 
Lake in Wayne County. Porter 
used a minnow-tipped jig on a 

6-pound test line. WVDNR as-
sistant district fisheries biologist 
Jake Whalen confirmed Porter’s 
record-setting catch.
  The previous state record was a 
3.15-pound, 17.76-inch crappie 
caught in 2024 by Dwight Priest-
ley of Alum Creek at Woodrum. 
  To learn more about state fish 
record categories, check page 

New State Record
Black Crappie

28 in the West Virginia Fishing 
Regulations Summary, available 
to download at WVdnr.gov/fish-
ing-regulations. Information per-
taining to the Trophy Fish Cita-
tion and Master Angler programs 
can be found on page 32.
 All anglers 15 and older must 
have a West Virginia fishing li-
cense.



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

• Fiberglass
• Aluminum
• Pontoon

2025 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages
• Convenience Items
Everything you need for

a day on the water!
372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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Lee Gunnoe double tagged out on 
wild turkeys this year.

continue to page 20
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Remove Bear Attractants On Your Property
BECKLEY, W.VA. — The West 
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources (WVDNR) is urging res-
idents around the state to secure 
trash, remove bird feeders and 
eliminate other potential food 
sources that may attract black 
bears to their property this spring.

 While intentionally feeding a 
black bear is illegal in West Vir-
ginia, many residents uninten-
tionally attract bears by leaving 
out unsecured garbage, pet food, 
bird seed or food scraps. These 
easy meals can lead to serious 
problems for people, their prop-

erty and the well-being of West 
Virginia’s state animal. Bears 
that become food-conditioned be-
come habituated to humans and 
often have to be humanely killed 
to protect public safety.
  “As we enter peak bear activity 
season, we’re asking everyone to 
help keep our state animal wild 
by cleaning up their property and 
removing food and trash that at-
tracts bears,” said WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion. “By being 
aware of bear activity and taking 
these precautions, we can reduce 
human-bear conflicts, protect 



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • LLUNGEN • BITE BACK

JONES • BOGGS • MYERS
COBB’S • RED OCTOBER 

HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • Megabass • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Savage Gear • Bio Bait • Live Target • Crunchcity • Roboworm
Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

  Trout Reels • Rods • Tackle
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Williamstown, WV 26187   

On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  MOLIX • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

MADKATZ - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA • OUTLAW

OVER 
4,000
RODS

PLASTICS

TROUT

220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES

LINE

COOLERS

CRANKBAITS

REELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week
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FFS
LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING

SONAR BAITS



• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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Buster Owens probably used a 
spinnerbait for his large bass.

property and help ensure a future 
for healthy, wild black bear popu-
lations across West Virginia.”
 Black bear activity increases 
and peaks in May and June, but 
the WVDNR starts receiving re-
ports of human-bear conflicts as 
early as April when natural food 
sources such as berries and other 
high-energy fruits are scarce.
  To help prevent conflicts, the 
WVDNR encourages residents to 
follow BearWise principles:
Never feed or approach bears
Secure food, garbage and recy-
cling
Remove bird feeders when bears 
are active
Never leave pet food outdoors
Clean and store grills
Alert neighbors to bear activity
By taking a few simple steps now, 
West Virginians can help protect 

their communities and ensure that 
black bears remain wild and wary 
of humans.

  To learn more about black bears 
and how to prevent conflicts, visit 
wvdnr.gov.

FREE ONLINE
www.wvasportsman.net

• Back Issues Dating Back to 2006

Advertising Info On Page 3 David Riddle brought in a nice 
Lewis county wild turkey.

SALT FORK LAKE 
      $100 Entry   $10 Big Bass

Main Marina

ENTER AT RAMP
OPEN TO ALL TEAMS

6 Fish Limit
2 Over 15”

4 Under
3 Over 15”

3 Under
4 over 15”
2 Under

20% Of Teams
Win Money

Big Bass
Pays 2 Places*

Call Mark Goudy For Info:
304-482-7217
BASS SPORTSMAN

6:45 am to 3 pm

Wright’s Riverside Marine
St. Marys, WV 

304-684-2850

Holiday
Tournaments

2025 Schedule For Salt Fork Lake - Main Marina

May 26 (Mon)  July 4 (Fri)  September 1 (Mon)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Areas Largest Selection of 
New & Used 

UTVs, ATVs and Motorcycles! 
Now with two locations to serve you better! 

 

 

 

 
137 Nelson Road 

Thomas, WV 
681-228-9077 

 

 
108 Chemistry Drive 

Elkins, WV 
304-636-7732 

www.elkinsmotorsports.net 
 

www.elkinsmotorsports.net
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235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379

email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is
required for resrvations.  Major credit cards

are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS
Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort
• All log cabins are exceptionally clean
  and beautifully decorated to be your
  home away from home.
• Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
  safe environment
• Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.
• Four person cabins have full bed 
  downstairs and two twin beds in loft.
• Six person cabins have king or queen beds
  and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
  dishwasher, and washer and dryer.
• Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
  Two baths and an eight person hot tub.
• Accessible cabin available.

• Satellite TV and DVD player
• Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
• Full bath with shower
• Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
  playground and horseshoe pits
• Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
  souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts
• Open 365 days a year
• Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
  Palmer Golf course.  2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
  Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
  hunting just two minutes away.
• Join the fun this year.
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Autumn Watterson reeled in a 
nice largemouth bass in Mason.continue to page 24

794 Hinton By Pass

HINTON, WV
304-900-6000

GUNS
AMMO

BOOTS
CLOTHING

Carhart   Danner   Rocky 
Twisted X Wading Boots & Water Shoe

Beer - Snacks
Beverages

Fishing
Tackle

~ Open Daily ~
Live Bait

Year Round

LIVE BAIT

VIEW ON
FACEBOOK

Non-Ethanol Gas    Musky Lures

Bassmaster Classic Results
 The Super Bowl of bass fishing 
consistently showcases not only 
top-tier tactics, but also tips and 
tidbits of insight and perspective. 
Here, we find advice on  bait ad-
justments, presentations, and per-
sonal motivation.
  While the blustery conditions of 
days 1 and 3 had the fish tightly 
hugging the bases of trees and 
rock piles, the second day’s calm-

By David Brown
er periods found them higher in 
the water column. Prespawners 
need sunshine to warm their bod-
ies for egg development, so calm-
er spring days generally find them 
holding closer to the surface.
  Bassmaster Classic winner 
Easton Fothergill did much of 
his work with a Neko rig (6-inch 



Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

Lewis County CVB on Facebook     or    www.stonewallcountry.com    304-269-7328

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
          STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
               304-269-7328
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NATIVES
Fly Fishing & Outfitters

3002 Whitehall Blvd.

FAIRMONT, WV
681-404-6474

www.nativesflyfishing.com
Order Online or View Our Store

Fishing Guides: Musky - Trout - Smallmouth Bass

Guided Float Trips

Beginner Classes To Learn Fly Fishing

Catch Cam Nets
Musky - Bass - Trout

Extra Heavy Duty
2 Piece Constructed    Lifetime Warranty

Fly Rods & Reels

Hackle & Flies

Streamers Bass & Musky Powdercoating Shop

OPEN: Wed To Fri 10am to 6pm Sat 9am to 2pm

redbug Strike King finesse worm 
with a nail weight in the nose), but 
downsizing from a 3/32-ounce 
weight to a 1/32-ounce allowed 
him to make softer presentations 
to fish that were sitting 1-2 feet 
below the water’s surface.
  “I was throwing it on their head, 
but the key was it had to land ex-
tremely softly, otherwise, they’d 
spook,” Fothergill said. “I had 
to be extremely stealthy and if 
I made the right presentation, 
they’d eat it.”
Presentation Tips
 Third-place finisher Lee Live-
say did most of his work with a 
Z-Man Chatterbait Jack Hammer. 
That’s a common springtime bait, 
but while you see a lot of green 

River, Morgan & Rider Legg all 
caught a nice catfish recently

Joe Hall, from Parkersburg, reeled 
in an Ohio River hybrid bass.

May/June 2025 Page 24

pumpkin, black/blue and white 
color patterns this time of year, 
Livesay threw a pink Z-Man 
Chatterbait with a bubble gum 
colored 6th Sense 5.2 Flush (soft 
jerkbait).
  This color scheme stood out bet-
ter in the week’s muddy water and 
allowed the fish easier targeting.
  When the wind diminished for 

the first half of Day 2, fourth-
place Hunter Shryock replaced the 
bladed jig he used on Day 1 with 
a 3 1/2-inch Berkley PowerBait 
Tube, which provided a stealthi-
er profile with erratic action. He 
Texas-rigged the tube and used 
3/16- to a 3/8-ounce weights.
  “I based my weight size on depth 
and wind,” Shryock said. “We 
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RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 6PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS
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James Harris has a 28”rainbow 
trout.  Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.  

dealt with a lot of wind that week 
and with a lighter weight, the wind 
drag on your line would pull the 
bait away from cover while it was 
falling. When I had a lot of wind 
blowing on my line, that’s when I 
switched to the 3/8-ounce.”
  Shryock also offered a tip on 
windy day boat control. Fishing 
with the wind at your back makes 
it easier to flip/pitch, but wind 
also accelerates the boat.
  “I let the wind push me and I 
would use my Power-Poles to 
pole down,” Shryock said. “The 
only thing is you don’t want to 
get too close to where you’re 
dragging your poles really close 
to whatever cover you’re fishing, 
because it can spook the fish.
   “If you go slow and use your 
poles, you don’t have to use your 
trolling motor as much. You’re 
being stealthy, as opposed to go-
ing against the wind.”  Editors 
Note: Hunter Shyrock comes 
from Ohio and was known to fish 
many tournaments at Salt Fork 
Lake and others lakes in the area.
  The Comeback: The Classic’s 
most important lesson involved 
Fothergill’s mental toughness and 
the admirable resolve that kept 
him pushing forward. Starting his 
rookie Elite season in February, 
Fothergill bombed the first two 

events with a 101st-place finish at 
the St. Johns River and a 93rd at 
Lake Okeechobee.
   Heading into the Classic with that 
burden on his shoulders reminded 
Fothergill of the 2023 Bassmaster 
College Classic Bracket presented 
by Lew’s, where he won just over 
a month after undergoing surgery 
to remove an infected abscess on 
his brain.

Justin Pescetto hooked a 6 1/2 lb. 
largemouth at Burnsville Lake.

 “Two times when I was at low 
points in my life were (at the 
Classic) and when I won the 
Classic Bracket,” Fothergill said. 
“Both times I was mentally kinda 
down, but I just had to dig deep 
both times.
 “The biggest thing I want to say, 
for all you kids out there, ‘It is 
possible. I’m living proof.’”
 Lauding the blueprint that 
B.A.S.S. provides, Fothergill said 

he committed himself ot working 
up the ranks, from the Bassmaster 
Junior Series, to the Strike King 
Bassmaster High School Series, 
to the Strike King Bassmaster 
College Series presented by Bass 
Pro Shops, and then to the St. 
Croix Bassmaster Opens. 

continue to the next page



WE BUY LAND
AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com
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Jeff Smith bagged a 16 point buck 
near Millwood.

continue to the next page

Last year saw Fothergill win Open 
titles at Oklahoma’s Lake Eufaula 
and Minnesota’s Leech Lake and 
earn his spot in the 2025 Classic.
  “Winning that College Brack-
et tournament was the reason I 
fished the Opens (along with a 
2024 Classic berth, he received 
paid entry fees into the Opens and 
the use of a fully rigged Toyota 
Tundra and Nitro Boat),” Foth-
ergill said from the Classic stage. 
“I ended up having a blessed year 
in the Opens and that’s the reason 
I’m here today.
  “So, dream big, work hard and 
anything’s possible.”
 The Takeaway: Bolstering his tri-
umphant personal story, Fother-
gill and all who fared well on Ray 
Roberts did so despite the brutal 
lashing that whipped the lake into 
a muddy mess. Game plans were 
trashed and many never recov-
ered.
 No judgement here — it was 
definitely a tougher-than-usual 
Classic. But as Fothergill and oth-
ers proved, persistence, flexibility 
and the drive to succeed often de-

liver big rewards.
  That might be the Bassmaster 
Classic’s Ray Scott Trophy, or it 
might be your first bass caught 
with a technique you’ve practiced 
for months. In any case, hard-
earned success feels pretty cool.

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (WVDNR) to-
day announced plans to conduct a 
trout harvest rate study during the 
2025 spring and fall trout stock-
ing seasons. The study will help 
biologists better understand how 
long trout stay in stocked streams, 
how they move over time, and 
whether they survive through the 
summer.       
  As part of this effort, WVDNR 
hatchery staff will be releasing 
rainbow and golden rainbow trout 
marked with unique numbered 

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

• 34 Years In Business
• Over 5 Million Printed

 Details On Page 3

Trout Study Plan

Gary Hayes, from Danville, 
caught a huge blue catfish.



BERRY’S CAMPGROUND
Overnight Camping

New River Road
Hinton, WV

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890

(cell)

WiFI
Lounge

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199
www.berrycampground.com   berryscampground@gmail.com

Fluid Kayaks - Golf Carts
By Pass Sales

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass  Hinton, WV  304-309-3800
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Julie Dottillis used a cross bow 
for her Harrison County buck.

Wayne Legnasky shot a nice gob-
bler and posed for the pic.

blue tags into waters around the 
state. Anglers who catch a tagged 
trout are asked to clip off the tag 
and report it using the contact 
information printed on it. Those 
who participate in the study will 
receive a gift card up to $100.
  “West Virginia’s anglers are in-
credibly responsive and support-
ive and we appreciate their coop-
eration in this important research 
effort,” said WVDNR Director 
Brett McMillion. “By reporting 
tagged trout, anglers are directly 
contributing to the science that 
helps us improve trout stocking 
and management across West Vir-
ginia.”
 Anglers may keep or release the 
fish after removing the tag. If a 
fish has more than one tag, all tags 
should be removed and reported. 
To assist with data collection, 
WVDNR asks anglers to provide 
the following information when 
reporting a tagged trout:
Tag number

Location and date of catch
Whether the fish was harvested or 
released
Contact information for sending 
the reward
  Tag reports can be submitted via 
email to dnrfishtags@wv.gov or 
by calling 304-637-0245.
  Those fishing for trout are also 

required to have a trout stamp. 
Fishing licenses and stamps can 
be purchased online at WVfish.
com, where anglers can also up-
grade their annual license with a 
collectible license card.
  For more information on West 
Virginia’s trout stocking program, 
visit WVdnr.gov/fishing.

RJ Carr harvested his wild turkey 
in Randolph County.
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RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660
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CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 
• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILLER     

INSTINCT • TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS 

• HOYT • BEAR
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FISHING EQUIPMENT
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It’s FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle
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Jason Floyd, from Washington, 
caught a redhorse sucker record. 

John Plott broke his own state re-
cord with this redear sunfish.  

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— The West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources (WVD-
NR) today announced that a re-
cord-breaking redhorse sucker 
and redear sunfish were caught 
in April.
 Jason Floyd of Washington, 
W.Va., set a new state record for 
redhorse sucker after catching a 
24.57-inch, 5.75-pound fish on 
April 22 at the Belleville Lock 
and Dam on the Ohio River. He 
caught the fish using a FloBell 
Bottom Tackle swimbait and 
jighead on a 10-pound braided 
line. The new state record was 
confirmed by WVDNR District 6 
Fisheries Biologist Nate Taylor.
 On the same day, John Plott of 
Oak Hill, W.Va., broke his own 
state record for redear sunfish 
length by catching a 12.44-inch, 
1.60-pound fish at Plum Orchard 
Lake in Fayette County. Plott’s 
1.75-pound weight record for 
redear sunfish still stands. He 
caught the fish using a night-
crawler.
 “We are thrilled to recognize 
Mr. Floyd and Mr. Plott for their 
outstanding achievements,” said 
WVDNR Director Brett McMil-
lion. “These records highlight 
the incredible fishing opportuni-
ties available across West Virgin-
ia as well as the dedication and 
passion of our anglers.”
    “Establishing new record cat-
egories was an important step 
in honoring the diversity of our 
fisheries, and we look forward to 
seeing more milestones like these 
in the future,” said McMillion.
  To learn more, anglers may con-

sult page 28 in the West Virginia 
Fishing Regulations Summary, 
available to download at WVdnr.
gov/fishing-regulations. 

Two New State 
Record Fish Caught



     304-466-1444

LIVE BAIT
Crappie Minnows - Shiners - Goldfish 

Suckers - Leeches  
FROZEN  Skip Jacks & Shad  

WORMS  Nightcrawlers - Green Worms
Wax Worms - Meal Worms - Red Worms

Tackle By: Worden • Super Duper • Strike King • Berkley • Mepps • Owner 
Gamakatsu • Tru-Turn • Gitzit • Trout Magnet • Berkley Power Bait • Yum

Yamamoto • Crush City • Sinkers • Rebel • Heddon • Spro • Rapala • Boo Yah 
Zoom • Keitech • Crappie Magnet • Rooster Tail • Z Man & More

    Musky Tackle • Outdoor Clothing • Trapping - Black Powder
        Deer Corn & Attractants • Hunting Products • Ammo

1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
Crab Orchard, WV Hoo Doo Kayaks

Archery Pro Shop
 Inside Bow Testing Range 
PSE  Bear  Xpedition

Killer Instinct    Barnett

Reels: Pflueger • Penn
Mad Katz • Zebco • Lew’s

Shimano • Abu Garcia • Okuma  
Rods: Fenwick • Mad Katz 
Ugly Stik • Duckett • Denali
Hellcat • Precision Crappie

OPEN HOURS
Mon-Thur 10 to 6
Fri & Sat 10 to 7
Sun 12:30 to 5
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Carter Riffle set the hook on a 
nice Stonewall Jackson bass.

Aiden Crockett has been HOT on 
big bass this year.

continue to page 32

  After being ice-bound for 4 or 
so months up in the North, you’re 
probably itching to get back in 
the game and get your angling 
gears ready for action. Folks in 
the south are just as eager to catch 
pre-spawn bass this time of the 
year.
  So how do you get it right and 
make sure your hopes are not in 
vain?
 1. Bang those boulders.
  Pre-spawn bass – smallmouth or 
largemouth – frequent rocky flats 
or slopes not too far from their 
spawning hubs. These areas are 
about 20 to 30 feet deep under-
water, so it’s best to get the right 
gears ready for this depth.
  Slowly dive crankbaits just along 
the bottom to catch that hefty fish. 

Early Season Bass Fishing
Bang your lures right up against 
a big chunk of rock then create 
some kind of a slit as you do so. 
This action mimics a crawdad as 
he scurries hastily toward its hide-

out.
  As you hit big boulders, let your 
bait sit for a moment. In no time, a 
massive bass will come charging 
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Exit 7 Off I-68  119N  659 Point Marion Road, MORGANTOWN, WV  

72 ICE CREAM FLAVORS

MOUNTAINEER GUN SALESMOUNTAINEER GUN SALES
LARGEST FISHING

TACKLE SHOP IN THE TRI-STATE AREA

NO GUNS NOW - MORE FISHING EQUIPMENT

HUGE Selection Of Fishing
Tackle For BASS - CATFISH
MUSKY - TROUT and MORE!

Gifts - Hunting Gear
72 Flavors Of Ice Cream

Selection Of Gifts

Musky - 60’ Wall
Hunting Gear

Savage • Prorex • Bessie
Wardens • N.J.B • Zman

Medussa • Llungen & More

Minnows • Suckers • Worms •  Maggots
Flatheads • Frozen Shad & More

Large Variety • Soft Plastics
Zoom • Crush City • Yum • Mad Katz

Missile • Power Bait • Keitech
Googan • Cabin Creek & More

Trout Lures
Acme • Power Bait

Super Duper & More
Jigs • Fishing Line • Rods

Sufix • Berkley • Stren & More

FFS

Reels - Zebco • Daiwa • Mad Katz
Lews • Pfleuger • Quantum & More
Rods - 13 Fishing • Shakespeare 
Zebco • Daiwa • Megabass & More

Lures - Megabass • Rapala • KVD 
Storm • Booyah • Bandit
Strike King • Yamamoto 
River Rock • Zoom & More

Forward
Facing Sonar

(304) 284-9811
Open Year Round

Mountaineer
Gun Sales LLC

LIVE
BAIT



FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
Over 57 Years

Experience

BIRDS • FISH • ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS   GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV
304-472-4279

Lazy Acres Mart

LIVE BAIT

Buckhannon, WV

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING  FISHING
CAMPING

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart

121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm  Sun 1pm to 6pm

Danner
Lacrosse
Vortex
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Gary Murray bagged a gobbler 
during the youth season.

www.wvasportsman.net
FREE ONLINE

continue to page 34

your way, magnetized by your 
irresistible presentation in plain 
sight.
2. Know the right temps.
  A bass fish doesn’t just hang 
around anywhere. Its lair depends 
largely on the temperature, so you 
have to be several steps ahead in 
determining the optimal temps for 
pre-spawning. Basically, large-
mouth bass is ready to hit pre-
spawn once the water temperature 
reaches 48 to 55 degrees Fahren-
heit. As it gets higher up to the 
low 60s, this is officially spawn-
ing time for them.
  As for smallmouth bass, they 
prefer it to be a few degrees low-
er. So you should get the sweet 
spot and shoot for about 55 de-
grees. That way, you’re golden 
for pre-spawning bass!
3. Wait for it to get dark.
It may not be too appealing to fish 

at night in the early spring with 
the temps still a bit low but this 
is a good time to catch bass this 
season. With bass spawning at 
this time of the year, night fishing 
offers an excellent opportunity for 
you to attach spawning bass suc-
cessfully.
  If spotting spawning beds during 
the day in shallow water is easy-
peasy, it’s even more of a breeze 
to see them at night. You can pret-
ty much expect every single cast 
you put out there in the midst of a 
bass strike zone.
  And here’s another advantage of 
night fishing in early spring – zero 
mosquitoes! You can barely see 
those buggers around, as well as 
the so-called “Toe Biters”, which 
makes night fishing quite pleasur-
able.
  Like we mentioned, expect the 
nights to be frigid. But it’s noth-
ing that a warm pair of pants and 
jacket can’t solve. Dress accord-
ingly and find your spot. We rec-
ommend the calm waters where 
you can get those noisy topwater 
lures to work their magic. Grab a 
couple of mice lures, jitterbugs, 
and the like, and you’ll be lug-
ging around a tank full of spawn-
ing bass hours before the crack of 
dawn.
 One more thing – timing is es-
sential during night fishing. Be 
sure to be sitting at your spot after 
dusk for a higher chance of bring-
ing home a neat catch.
4. Get all the right elements in 
place.
  Did you know that the moon is 
your ally when it comes to early 
spring bass fishing?
  In addition to the water tempera-
ture, you need to keep track of the 
moon phase as a spawning behav-
ior factor. It helps to keep a jour-

nal handy where you login details 
of the moon phase and water tem-
perature.
  Invest in a temperature gauge for 
your boat, which works for track-
ing and recording the temps. You 
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US 33 East

BUCKHANNON, WV
304-472-4824

www.supersmittys.com
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LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC
SALES • FINANCE • PARTS • SERVICE

    320 West Main Street
     Bridgeport, WV
     (304) 842-5469

www.leesonsmotors.com

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa 

& More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304) 
472-1474

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS

  Gold Tip Carbon Crossbow Bolts
 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up
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Josh Weaver reeled in a musky at 
Burnsville Lake.

can use this handy little gadget 
to monitor and record data about 
the temps every 5 feet deep. If 
you can’t use a larger electronic 
for whatever reason, something 
handy as this one should be per-
fect.
5. Big lure for a big fish.
  They say that if you want to 
catch a big fish, you need to use 
a big bait. It’s an old saying that 
does have an ounce of truth but 
don’t let this be the only rule in 
your head. You can also catch big 
ones with medium or even small-
sized baits pretty much because 
bass eats whatever it can have its 
teeth on.
  But yes, it doesn’t hurt to get that 
big lure out of the box and see 
what it can do. In fact, it is likely 
to come in handy during that glo-
rious pre-spawn season. This bite 
should work well, and chances 
are, you can hook in a few huge 
males… And you better count 
on the fact that large mama bass 
should be right around the corner, 
too!
  So don’t shy away from mixing 

things up and play around baits of 
different sizes to see what works 
for you.
6. Cover your ground (er, water) 
with those hard lures.
  Sometimes it is worth using hard 
lures that double up as a location 
lure. What this means is that you 
can cover the water at a much 
faster pace and elicit a strike from 
your game. This is what a hard 
lure is for, and they do a better 
job as a reaction lure than your fi-
nesse and slightly more graceful 
presentation.
7. Shore fishing is the way to go.
 Small lakes hold bass, believe 
it or not. This is why it is a great 
idea to use a canoe or even get 
into shore fishing to catch that 
bass in a narrower body of water.
  With a smaller boat, you can 
cover more lakes and maybe wear 
your waders and do some good ol’ 
shore fishing.
  Another good thing about a ca-
noe is it is quiet. A kayak is good 
for this purpose, too. You can 
easily go for a quieter and more 
low profile approach for that elu-

sive bass. A large boat makes too 
much noise, driving your prized 
game away.
  At daytime, it is smart to put on 
polarized sunglasses that can help 
you scan the depths of the wa-
ter. With the right eyewear, you 
should be able to spot that bass 
swimming around, allowing you 
to know where to strike. Get your 
nightcrawler or soft plastic ready 
once you spot your game, or even 
rubber to get him hooked.
8. Check the water features.
  A little bit of observation goes a 
long way when it comes to early 
spring bass fishing.
  Just a simple analysis on the lay 
of the land surrounding the lake 
can give you a good idea of where 
you should fish.  Good luck.                          
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Bass Sportsman
       2025

   $100 + $10 BIG BASS
7 A.M. TO 4 P.M. FOR ALL
• 6 FISH LIMIT Over 12”

• OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES
OPEN TO ALL TEAMS

INFO: 304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com
Stonewall - Vandalia

April 27
Stonewall - Vandalia

May 25
Stonewall - Vandalia

June 22
Stonewall - Vandalia

July 20
Stonewall - Vandalia

August 24
Wright’s Riverside Marine

Ranger & Triton Boats
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Lewis Counwty CVB
stonewallcountry.com

Lodging Info
304-269-7328

ENTER
AT THE RAMP
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Quality Inn
2906 US HWY 33

Weston, WV 26542

304-269-7000

• WiFi
• Swimming Pool
• Outside Electric

   Hookups

NEW Weston Grill & Lounge - By The Motel

NEAR STONEWALL JACKSON LAKE

Aiden Stafferd won the Parkers-
burg Trout Derby with an 18” fish.

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (WVDNR) to-
day announced that Robert Riggs 
of Grant Town, W.Va., has set a 
new state record for tiger trout. 
Riggs caught the 27.60-inch, 
12.55-pound tiger trout on March 
28 at Mannington Lake in Marion 
County using a casting spoon and 
6-pound test line. 
  His catch surpasses the previ-
ous state weight record of 11.98 
pounds set by Nathaniel Smith at 
New Creek Lake. However, the 
tiger trout length record of 28.7 
inches recorded by Mike Connol-
ly in 2011 at Krodel Lake remains 
unbroken. WVDNR District 1 
fisheries biologist Dustin Smith 
verified Rigg’s record catch.  
  “This incredible catch highlights 
the outstanding fishing opportuni-
ties that West Virginia has to of-
fer,” said WVDNR Director Brett 
McMillion. “We encourage an-

New Tiger Trout
State Record

Robert Riggs, from Grant Town, 
broke the tiger trout record with a 
11.98 lb. trout

glers to get outside, cast a line and 
experience the thrill of fishing in 
our state’s waters this spring. You 
never know when you might reel 
in a record-breaker.”
  To learn more about state fish re-
cord categories, anglers may con-
sult page 28 in the West Virginia 
Fishing Regulations Summary, 
available to download at WVdnr.
gov/fishing-regulations. Details 
about the Trophy Fish Citation 
and Master Angler programs may 
be found on page 32.
. Those fishing for trout are also 
required to have a trout stamp. 
Fishing licenses and stamps can 
be purchased online at WVfish.
com, where anglers can also up-
grade their annual license with a 
collectible license card.



DEER PROCESSING

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

www.mountainsidewv.com

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING TACKLE
TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED
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Reams & Dodrill won the 1st En-
ter At The Ramp Bass Sportsman 
event at Stonewall Jackson Lake 
with a winning weight og 19 lbs, 
14 oz.  Schedule is on page 36.

Doug Belcher harvested a nice 
gobbler in Gilmer County.

Zak Koontz brought in his 2nd 
wild turkey of the season.
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City________________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_____________________

Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other_________________ #Points________ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2025.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217

Brian Mabe, living in Princeton,  
hooked a New River smallmouth.

www.wvasportsman.net
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Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane  Exchange
 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun 10am to 5PM
Beverages & Snacks

www.rockcave.iga.com



RMTP is the mountain region’s premier 
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade, 
and pawn new and used guns and offer 

gun repair services as well. We have 
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the 
areas largest selection of ammo.  We 
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns & 
Ammo and increased our inventory.

NEW LARGER STORE
OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

Anaconda & Python
 “SNAKE” 

GUNS IN STOCK
LOTS OF AMMO

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

RICH MOUNTAIN
~ TRADING & PAWN ~

ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399

View Us On
FACEBOOK
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Type 7 FFL
richmountaintrading.com

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm  Closed Sunday



 CALEDONIA, NY • FARMINGTON, NY • WEBSTER, NY • BATH, NY • SYRACUSE, NY
• ALBANY, NY • HARRISBURG, PA • APOLLO, PA • MT. MORRIS, PA • SAYRE, PA

• BRANCHVILLE, NJ •  ELLWOOD CITY, PA • MADISON, OH • JOPPA, MD • RIPLEY, WV 

NORTHEAST’S LARGEST FAMILY 
OWNED DEALER NETWORK

OVER 100 BRANDS AVAILABLE
AT THE LOWEST PRICES!

   Ripley
134 Bullfrog Road 
Ripley, WV 25271
304-372-1323

   Mt. Morris
102 Free Soil Road,
Mt. Morris, PA 15349
878-223-1340

MEYERSRVS.COM
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