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Scan to view our catalog

www.mountainstateloghomes.com

(SAVE} Mill Direct Prices!

e FREE Unloading at Your Site

e Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV

» Save money when you buy mill direct
by taking out the middleman!

e All materials are cut to order.

e Sizes you can't find anywhere else!
(Exact and Nominal)

We offer floor plans ranging from intimate
one-bedroom log cabins to spacious six-
bedroom log homes, each showcasing a

3WV LocqtiOns variety of layouts and sizes.

0 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
® (304) 884-6646

@ 521 Hinkle Road, Fayetteville, WV 25840
O (304) 884-6647

0 372 Business Park Drive, Kenna, WV 25248
® (304) 532-8300

Ask us about our
pavilion packages.

N info@mountainstateloghomes.com

& - — —
@ www.mountainstateloghomes.com Q' 1-304-884-6646
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Attention Bass Fishermen!

Cover Photo
Andy Godwin and John Chris-
topher had a second place fin-
ish at the 1st Bass Sportsman
event at Burnsville Lake. John
| | Clip & Mail To: (JC) Christopher - on the right

| Bass Sportsman - caught the big bass with a 5
| P.O. Box 5521 pound, 6 oz. largemouth bass.

Mail-List For Bass Tournaments °

In 2024

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

| i enna, WV The next Bass Sportsman event
| city ST | 26105 is at Stonewall Jackson on May
I | _ 26th. Look for the tournament
| Zip email You can also email schedule in this months issue.
- - - ] wvasport@yahoo.com

Spool up and hook up.

FREE ONLINE www.wvasportsman.net
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DNR Sport Show Returns To
Stonewall Jackson Park

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— The West Virginia Division of

Natural Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced today that West Virgin-
ia’s celebration of National Hunt-
ing and Fishing Day will return
to Stonewall Resort State Park in
Roanoke on Saturday, September
21.

“We are thrilled to announce that
our National Hunting and Fish-
ing Day celebration is returning
to Stonewall Resort State Park
this year,” said Brett McMillion,
WVDNR Director. “This annual
event is great for hunters and an-
glers and is designed to build the
next generation of wildlife and

conservation enthusiasts through
the Outdoor Youth Challenge.”
This annual celebration, which
honors West Virginia’s hunt-
ing and fishing traditions and
promotes conservation efforts
throughout the state, will return
as a special one-day event catered
to hunting and fishing enthusiasts
and outdoor adventurers of all
ages.
Returning this year is the popular
Outdoor Youth Challenge, which

is designed to engage kids in a
continue to the next page

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVCE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
CROSSBOWS

.excauser Chelyan, WV
* 10 POINT 304,595,2699

*KILLER
INSTINCT
* RAVIN

Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm
Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

PJ Renzilla has a huge rainbow

Brian Workman, from East Bank, Jim Summers, from Wirt Co., trout. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-

landed a huge New River bass.

hooked an early season bass.

tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

1-77 N . Exit 138 - RT 62 S - 304-372-1323

Visit us online for more details - meyersrvsuperstores.com
1350 Ripley Rd., Ripley, WV 25271
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series of hands-on activities, such
as fishing, wildlife identification,
shooting sports and safety demon-
strations. Participating youth will
be entered into a drawing for sev-
eral prizes, including scholarships
to Conservation Camp and a life-
time hunting and fishing license.

During National Hunting and
Fishing Day, guests will be able
to attend seminars and presenta-
tions and see vendors showcasing
the latest in outdoor equipment
and services. Visitors will also get
to sample a variety of wild game,
Appalachian favorites and signa-
ture dishes from West Virginia
state parks with the return of last
year’s popular new attraction, “A
Taste of State Parks.”

Vendor space is still available

Broken Wheel Campground
1-79 Exit 96 R, and Country Store

Hunting Gifts - Game Room
Weston, WV Supplies - Playground

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance j % Nightly & Monthly Rates
11/2 Miles On The Right C ’Qw Boat & Camper Storage

304-269-6097 W LIVE BAIT

R’\:]T

for businesses and organizations
looking to showcase their prod-
ucts or services. Those interested
in becoming a vendor should con-
tact Jeremy Rowan at the WVD-
NR Elkins Operations Center by
calling 304-637-0245.

FREE ONLINE

» Back Issues From 2006 On
www.Wvasportsman.net

Mark Lusk hunted in Raleigh
County for a nice spring gobbler.

15th Annual Bass Sportsman

Kings Of The Lakes

20% of Teams Touzrr?ae:%/ent 2015 Ray - Heater Sutton - Day 2
Get A Check « One Entry Fee 2016 Godwin - iodwin Big Bass Tournament Each Day
2017 Long - Johnson .
A TO 4PN 33 Team 2018 Godwin - Godvin $10 Each Day Fee On Big Bass
Limi 2019 Fleshman - Fleshman —
DAILY t 2020 Marks - Marks Total Cost $l45
2021 Estep - Collins MAIL IN GETS
2022 L.Long - Harper EARALIER BOAT NUMBER
2023 Estep - Collins

CLIP OUT & MAILTO BASS SPORTSMAN PO BOX 5521 VIENNA, WV 26105

r - - 7
3 | Team Names |
TOURNAMENT
|NFO _ CALL | 1 Address |
304-482-7217 LCiti I _St__ Zip_ — $§ Priegisier Fie —

Past Champions
2010 Long - Poling
2011 Cottrell - Cottrell
2012 Johnson - Lucas
2013 Spurlock - Collins
2014 Cottrell - Cottrell

$125 Per Team

August 3 & 4
Burnsville - Day 1

YOU CAN ENTER AT THE RAMP
NO LATE FEE
Mail In By - July 26th

Guaranteed 1st Place =~ SEND $20 - Pay CASH Balance At Ramp

Braxton County Burnsville Docks Wright's Riverside Marine

CcvB Fishing Tackle Rt.2 St. Marys,WV
3047656533 Gas - Boat Rentals 304-684-2850 457 Enterprise Dr.
208 Main St. Burnsville, WV Gassoway, WV
Sutton,WV 304-853-2822 304-364-4494

May/June 2024 ~ Page 5



304-269-6330

B&B PAWN SHOP

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

HUNDREDS

OF GUNS
STOCKED

PAWN - BUY
SELL - TRADE

» Musical Instruments
e Furniture
* Glassware
* Electronics

WE BUY ESTATES
13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET
ALUM BRIDGE, WV

Remove Bear Attractants On Your Property

BECKLEY, W.VA. — To prevent
human-bear conflicts around the
state, the West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources is remind-
ing residents to take extra precau-
tions by removing bear attractants
from their property.

“Deliberately feeding a black
bear is illegal in West Virginia,
but many people don’t realize that
they are unintentionally feeding
bears, which can cause serious
problems for people, their prop-
erty and our state animal,” said
WVDNR Director Brett McMil-

Andy Sigman had success with a

21 1/2 Ib. gobbler. Photo courtesy of
WV Wild Outdoors in Birch River.

lion.

Common bear attractants in-
clude bird feeders, pet food and
food scraps and unsecured trash.
Bear activity increases and peaks
in May and June, but the WVD-
NR starts receiving reports of hu-
man-bear conflicts in April when
high-energy food sources such as
serviceberries, raspberries, black-

berries and blueberries are scarce.
“Once a bear becomes food-con-
ditioned and habituated to hu-
mans, they often have to be hu-
manely killed for safety reasons,”
said Colin Carpenter, black bear
project leader for the WVDNR.
“That is why we remind people
every year to take responsibility
continue to page 8

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles « UTV « ATV
Service & Sales

US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

WWWw.supersmittys.com
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Brought to you locally by

Cody, Wyoming Spencer, WV

The Area’s Newest Full-Line Pro Stocking Dealer

« HUSKEMAW Optics * Shooting Accessories

* Long-Range Rifle Systems

Eliminate the guess - Make your shots accurate and ethical.
Visit our store and let us show you these products.

3-12x42 4-16x42 5-20x50 5-30x56
$1,099% $1,299% $1,699% $2,550%°
Tactical / DGR / Long-Range Rifles / Muzzleloaders / Shotguns L//:ET
The most advanced ballistic-compensating scopes available. WA'L?RA IME
Equipped with Rapid Field ballistic compensator and wind-compensating reticle. /VT)/_/

Long-Range Rifle Systems IN STOCK

Rifles - Handguns * Shotguns - Optics - Reloading - Supplies « Cleaning Supplies
Brands Include: Savage < Ruger - Weatherby - Jiminez
Browning - Sig-Sauer - H&K - Keltec - Colt

View packages and details at www.longrangestore.com

Stop by... Shoulder arifle... Look through a scope... Ask Questions...
WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

686 Arnoldsburg Rd., SPENCER, WV

Rt. 33 East - Located inside Farmer’s Friend

304-519-2510 susiness® 304-588-4350 cer

Winter Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. * Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

. . Find Us On Facebook
www.triggertimellc.com Trigger Time LLC
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Prepared Food
www.burnsvilledock.com

Lgcrcoille Daclis ey
TACKLE
304-853-2822 | | OPEN | aenciiih
April 15 Lots Of Jigs
LIVE BAIT ots O Jig
Snacks/Beverages Gasoline « Marine Supplies Zoom & More
Bass Fishing Tackle Rods & Reels

Catfishing Supplies

Yamamoto & More

for their property by removing or
securing food attractants before a
bear finds them.”

Residents can help prevent nui-
sance bear activity by following
what Carpenter calls the bearwise
basics, which are:

Never feed or approach bears
Secure food, garbage and recy-
cling

Remove bird feeders when bears
are active

Never leave pet food outdoors
Clean and store grills

Alert neighbors to bear activity

To learn more about black bears
and how to prevent human-bear
conflicts, visit WVdnr.gov/bear-
wise-tips.

Youth Oudoor Adventure Winners

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— Gov. Jim Justice and the West
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources (WVDNR) announced
today the winners of a youth
outdoor adventure contest with
Whitetail Frenzy.

Winners of the contest, which
was open to youth hunters who
attended one of the WVDNR’s
sectional meetings in March, will
join Whitetail Frenzy May 3-5
for a guided turkey hunt, trout fly
fishing experience and other ex-
citing activities at the Little Coal
River Wildlife Management Area.
The outdoor adventure will also

be featured on an upcoming epi-
sode of Whitetail Frenzy.

“Youth hunters and anglers rep-
continue to page 10

Dorothy Bland & Bryson Masuck
caught Sutton Lake goldens.

Located In Ravenswood, WV - Order Online
eMail: sales@bosgunshop.com

. [90SUNSNOP.COM
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Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You
www.doddsports.com

[PISTOLS & RIFLES]|

e BUY
e SELL
11-6 Mon-Fri
- TRADE | "%
* AMMO * SAFES
* CLOTHING * FISHING
* HANDGUNS * RELOADING
* DEER BLINDS + ARCHERY
o CUTLERY * HANDGUNS
* SCOPES * LONG GUNS
* HUNTING * POWDER
* BOATING * OPTICS

Weatherby « Christensen Arms
Ruger ¢ Remington ¢ Browning
Winchester ¢ Glock « Taurus
Thompson Center * Springfield
And MUCH MORE!

|RELOADING|
[RODS-REELS|

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

Just Off Rt. 50

Between Parkersburg
And Clarksburg

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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resent the future of outdoor rec-
reation in West Virginia and ini-
tiatives like this are crucial for
nurturing passion for stewarding
our state’s incredible natural re-
sources,” said Gov. Justice. “As
a lifelong hunter and angler, I’'m
thrilled that these lucky winners
will have the chance to explore
the Little Coal River Wildlife
Management Area and experience
firsthand the thrill of turkey hunt-
ing and trout fly fishing.”

The winners of the contest, all
of whom are West Virginia resi-
dents, are:

Nicholas Arthur
Benjamin Deaton
Ryleigh Farrish
Jack Gore

Kobie Lawrence
Zoey Teets

“Thanks to Whitetail Frenzy and
their partnership in making this
event possible, these lucky youth
hunters and anglers will be able to
enjoy several of our state’s great
outdoor experiences while spend-
ing time on one of our newest
wildlife management areas,” said
WVDNR Director Brett McMil-
lion. “We wish everyone luck as
they embark on this exciting out-
door adventure and hope this pos-
itive experience sparks a life-long
love of the outdoors for each of
these youth.”

The youth outdoor experience
will begin with dinner and camp-
fire activities at a private camp-
site on Friday, May 3. On Sat-
urday, May 4, participants will
embark on a guided turkey hunt
led by WVDNR Natural Resourc-
es Police Officers at Little Coal
River WMA, followed by a trout
fly fishing experience guided by
WVDNR staff in the afternoon.
The evening will include dinner

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY « SELL
TRADE « PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

OLD & NEW SPORTS

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK
TRAPPING SUFPLIES

GUNS
AMMO©

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT

M-S 9am to 5pm Sun 12 - 5PM

Rods - Reels & Tackle For:
Bass * Musky * Crappie
Trout - Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

and another campfire at the pri-
vate campsite.

The winning youth participant
must bring one parent or guardian
at no additional cost. The contest
winner must ensure they obtain
all necessary licenses prior to the
event. Additionally, participants
are responsible for arranging
their transportation to and from

Send In Your
BIG FISH & GAME

Pictures From 2024
Form Is On Page 38

the event. All meals and required
equipment will be provided.

Young Gabe Hedrick reeled in 2
nice golden trout.

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com

Specialized
Business
Insurance
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Fun Fishing Facts

Humans have been fishing for evolution of Homoerectus, later

thousands of years, and even to-
day the sport of fishing is growing
all over the world.

With countless fishing methods,
remote locations, and new scien-
tific discoveries being made every
day, it’s no wonder so many peo-
ple love this timeless hobby.

The Largest Fishing Lure In The
World Is As Long As A School
Bus

The largest fishing lure in the
world is a red and yellow spoon
with a treble hook that is more
than 40 feet long, with the spoon
being 27.5 feet long and 9.5 feet
wide. The treble hook is 14 feet
long and 8 feet wide.

36 Fun Fishing Facts That Will
Blow Your Mind!

The record is credited to sib
lings Brad Pallister and Jessica
Dew and sits outside the Thomp-
son-Pallister Bait Company in Al-
berta, Canada.

I would hate to see the fish that
hits on that!

The Anglerfish Fishes With A
Rod And Bait

Female Anglerfish have a long
appendage on the top of their
heads that has a fleshy lure at the
end of it.

They use their “pole” to waive
the lure around to entice other
fish, then gulp them down!
Fishing Made Us Human

Scientists have found evidence
from 1.9 million years ago that
our early, pre-human hominid an-
cestors caught, processed, and ate
fish.

They believe that their diets,
rich in fish protein, were a vital
component that contributed to the
rapid expansion of hominid brain
size. This eventually led to the

followed by Homosapiens!
The Fish Indians Taught The Pil-
grims To Plant Is Still Used Today
Menhaden were the fish that the
Indians told the first Pilgrims in
Massachusetts to use as fertilizer.

They are still considered “the
continue to the next page

COOPER’S

CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 45th Year!

304-227-4219

Jack & Mickey Comp, from Kingwood, doubled up on nice gobblers.

LIVE
BAIT

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

GUNS

In Stock
Or Ordered

Safe

Showroom

* Hunting Supplies « Ammo
» Camo Clothing « Muzzleloaders
* Beverages « Gasoline Musky Lures
* Food ¢ Live Bait « Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle ¢ Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV

304-275-4619
Open: 7 Days A Week
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold « Silver « Jewelry « Guns ¢ Electronics * Tools « Archery « And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

Parkersburg, WV 26101

www.carlspawnshop.com

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

515 Division Street

(304) 428-7298

most important fish in the sea”
and have several important uses
including in pet foods, cosmet-
ics, and food supplements, among
other uses.

And yes, we still use them for
fertilizer!
The Heaviest Blue Catfish

The heaviest catfish was caught
in Kerr Lake, Bugg Island, Vir-
ginia.

It was caught on June 18th,
2011 by Richard Nicholas Ander-
son. The blue catfish he caught
weighed in at 143 pounds!
Largemouth And Smallmouth
Bass Aren’t Actually Bass

Both of the most common spe-
cies of bass aren’t bass!

They are members of the sunfish
family, which means that they are
more closely related to bluegills
and pumpkinseed fish than to real
bass.

Stone Age Fishing Tackle Would

Look Familiar To Modern Fisher-
man

At a site in Israel, archaeologists
found stone-age fish hooks and
sinkers from 12,000 years ago.

The hooks were made of bone
and correspond with modern fish-
hooks, both in a range of sizes and
styles. There are unbarbed hooks
and also barbed hooks of several

different types.

With the hooks, they also found
stone age sinkers! These were
round pebbles with a groove
carved around them to hold the
fishing line.

More Than 30 Million Americans
Go Fishing Each Year

The number of Americans who

continue to the next page

Young Allen Plum hooked a great
trout. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.
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Logan Landue reeled in a rainbow

trout. Photo courtesy of Hardcore
Hunters in Grafton.



go fishing in any given year is
over 30 million, and that number
is growing.

This means that well over ten
percent of the population over 16
goes fishing in any given year!
It’s no wonder they say fishing is
good for your health!

The Oldest Freshwater Gamefish
Ever Caught Was Over 100 Years
Old

A female Bigmouth Buffalo
caught near Pelican Rapids, Min-
nesota was found to be 112 years
old.

Of the 386 bigmouth Buffalo

they tested, 90 percent of the pop-
ulation was over 80 years old and
five were over 100!
Maria Delores Montesinos Fer-
nandez Is The Most Accurate Fly
Caster Ever

On December 11th, 2011, Ms.

Fernandez cast a weighted fly
into a fishbowl that had a 6.8-inch
opening from 23 feet away with-
out touching the sides!

She did this on the set of El Show
de Los Records, in Madrid, Spain.
Fisherman Spend Over 45 Billion
A Year On Fishing

This includes money spent on
gear, licensing clothing, and ac-
commodations. Fishing is a seri-

ous boost to the economy and a &
major source of funding for the |

maintenance and conservation of
our waterways and species.
The Hagfish Is The Weirdest Fish
Hagfish are an incredible slimy
jawless eel that lives in the ocean.
If disturbed they can produce
enough slime to fill a two-gallon
bucket in a matter of minutes.
They are also the only fish that
sneezes. Weird!

Lampreys Are A Remnant Of The
Ancient Past

Lampreys (along with hagfish)
are the last holdovers of a time
before fish evolved jaws. At one
time, all fish were jawless.
Lampreys Are A Remnant Of The

continue to the next page

Alex Goff has a 6 1b. on the left
which helped win a bass event.

B

UR LAKE - NTRD WY~

LARGEST LAKE IN THE REGION (27 ACRES)

STOCKED MONTHLY (CATFISH IN WARM MONTHS, TROUT IN COLD MONTHS)
MINUTES OFF THE INTERSTATE W{TH AMPLE PARKING

SHORELINE FISHING / KAYAKS ARE PERMITTED

ACCESSIBLE DOCK, KAYAK DOCK

JULY-AUGUST CATFISH TUURNAMENTS“A

—
ON-SITE BAIT SHOP - - \—-—/

NitroCVB.com

[ee%

CONVENTION &
VISITORS BUREAU

Memorial to World War I

vammp N
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50 YARD

INDOOR RANGE

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH « MISSION « PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH, WV

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

Harold Cogar, Owner

The Ancient Past
For unknown reasons, these two
species stopped evolving and are
now the last representatives of
what all fish once were like!
You Can Tell A Fish’s Age The
Same Way You Can Tell A Tree’s
By counting growth rings! Just
like a ring in the tree’s wood tell
its age, so do the rings in fish.
These can be either in their scales
or ear bones, which are called oto-

liths. These methods have been
tested by carbon dating and found
to be totally accurate!
The Most Common Fishing Meth-
od Is Also The Oldest

The most common fishing meth-
od in the world is called bait fish-
ing or still fishing.

It is also the simplest. You put a
worm or bread ball, or any other
bait on your hook, cast it out into
the water, and wait.

There’s a reason it’s the most

common method. Not only is it

simple and inexpensive, but it’s

also one of the most effective

ways to catch fish!

Muskies Are Seriously Aggres-
continue to page 16

Burns’ Bait & Carryout

www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information

LIVE BAIT

GANE GHIECK

FUNFISH WICENSE

* Worms - Minnows
* Fishing Tackle
* Hunting Equipment
* Beverages - Beer
* Food - Concessions

« CAMPGROUND

Glulnts
AR ©

INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53
484 LITTLE KANAWHA PKWY

ELIZABETH, WV

304-275-4444
Burnsfamilystore@gmail.com

Mon-Sat 5am to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

Minnews

Case Knilves

Tackle

Shiners
LIVIE BAITT
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Hunter & Chris White won a Sut-
ton bass event this spring

Sheila Perry, from Buckhannon,
had turkey success this year.



CONTRACTORS WELCOMIE

3,500 Acre McClintic Wildlife Management Area
Public Hunting & Fishing
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sive

The most dangerous fish found
in freshwater in the United States
(not counting Bull Sharks that
swim up rivers from the ocean) is
the Muskellunge.

Muskies, a big toothy fish that
looks like a freshwater barracuda,
have been known to eat fish half
their size or bigger, mammals,
birds, and even small dogs!

They have also been known to at-
tack people and can do real dam-
age with their rows of razor-sharp
teeth!

The World’s Biggest Fish Eats
The Smallest Food

The world’s biggest fish is
the whale shark which reaches
lengths of over 50 feet and can
weigh several tons.

Instead of eating equally massive
food, the whale sharks subsist on
tiny krill, fish, and plankton that
they strain in vast quantities from
the ocean water
If A Fish Chewed Its Food, It
Would Drown

Fish breathe by passing water
over their gills, which extract ox-
ygen from the water.

If a fish chewed its food, this
would stop the flow of water past
the gills and they could suffocate.

Fish use their teeth only to grab,

YAMAHA
SUZUKI
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

==
ALz

Gg F,‘%/ B0A47S

ALUMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

Hunter Presely got his 1st turkey.

slice or crush, then swallow the Instead of having a set number of
food down. chromosomes, like most species,
Brown Trout Are One Of The they can have anywhere between
Most Diverse Vertebrates 38 and 42 pairs.

Brown Trout, while all one spe- Humans have only 23!
cies, have an incredibly diverse  Look for more interesting facts
genome. later

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans
NEW & USED GUNS

JACKSON 506 WALNUT ST.
COUNTY RAVENSWOOD, WV
PAWN 304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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Matt Given caught a 5 Ib., 2 oz.
2nd big bass at Burnsville Lake.

Pipestem Resort

Tram Repalr
PIPESTEM, W.Va. — West Vir-
ginia State Parks officials an-
nounced today that progress on
replacing the aerial tramway at
Pipestem Resort will reach a sig-
nificant milestone this month with
the installation of new support
towers along the canyon rim of
the Bluestone River Gorge.

Replacing the tram system at
Pipestem Resort is part of the
Justice administration’s ongoing
investment in infrastructure up-
grades across the West Virgin-
ia State Parks system. Over the

ARCHERY FOOD PLOT
* Excaliber « Numerous
Striker Seeds
* Bows LIVE BAIT
* Crossbows « Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
e Corn * More
* Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton * Scents
» Custom Blends |[FISHING TACKLE * Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully
stocked hunting
and fishing store!
Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St.
GUNS DEER ATTRACTANTS
AMMO Grafton, WV CORN - FEED
304-265-9278

last seven years, more than $150
million has been spent upgrading
park facilities with more than $24
million going to improvements at
Pipestem Resort.

“Pipestem Resort has always
been one of the most popular state
parks in West Virginia and this
new tramway is going to help us
accommodate visitors and con-
tinue to offer a world-class ex-
perience,” said West Virginia
Division of Natural Resources

Director Brett McMillion. “As a
former superintendent at Pipes-
tem, | want to thank Gov. Justice
for his continued support of our
state parks over these last seven
years and guaranteeing that they
will be enjoyed by West Virgin-
ians and visitors alike for years to
come.”

Work on replacing the tram
system, which was more than
60 years old, started in Decem-

continue to the next page

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional

information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

+ All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

» Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

« Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

« Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

* Accessible cabin available.

« Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

» Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

+ Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

+ Open 365 days a year

« Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

+ Join the fun this year.
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Advertise in the W. Va. Sportsman

Details are on page 3.

Low Cost

ber 2023 and is scheduled to be
completed in the fall of 2024. In
the coming weeks, the old sup-
port towers will be flown out of
the gorge by helicopter and new
towers will be flown in and set on
new concrete platforms. Work is
being done by Doppelmayr USA,
which has a base of operations lo-
cated in Tucker County.

The new tram system, which pro-
vides the only means of transpor-
tation to overnight lodge guests,
anglers and adventure seekers to
the base of the gorge, will feature
significant improvements over
the previous system, such as larg-
er six-passenger gondolas that
will be fully accessible. There
also will be a freight car that can

2024 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department
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transport bicycles and kayaks to
and from the 30-room Mountain
Creek Lodge.

“Exciting things are happening
at Pipestem Resort State Park and
we’re excited to see how this new
tramway is going to make one
of this beloved state parks even
better,” said West Virginia State
Parks Chief Brad Reed.

Located on the east rim of the
Bluestone River Gorge on the
border of Summers and Mercer

counties, Pipestem Resort State
continue to page 20

Shawn Stidham got a 23 Ib. spring
gobbler in Putnam County.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience Items
Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV’s Largest Tackle Store

Rapala ¢ Molix ¢ X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
13 Fishing « KW ¢« Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel « Bandit « 6th Sense
Bomber « Megabass ¢ Jackall « Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC « Savage Gear ¢ Bio Bait « Live Target » Crunchcity « Roboworm
Goggan * Lunkerhunt « Sufix * Lucky Strike » Reaction * KVD « Rage
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle « Venom ¢ Gulp « Seagar ¢ P Line « & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories = Clothing

FFS

Trapping and much more!  LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING
OPEN - 7 Days A Week SONAR BAITS
OVER LINE REELS
N
4000
RODS
RODS: MOLIX - LEW’S
CASHION « BERKLEY
FENWICK « ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO « G LOOMIS « HALO
MADKATZ - ST. CROIX TROUT
PENN « DAIWA « OUTLAW
L I VE B A I T COOLERS PLASTICS
Minnows ¢ Worms ¢ Mealworms
220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES
@RANKAHT@ SMUTTY DOG « LEOPARDIS CRANE
: « TYRANT + LLUNGEN « BITE BACK
Just Outside Of Parkersburg JONES « BOGGS * MYERS
COBB’S - RED OCTOBER
_13520 Emerson Ave. HOTTAIL & MORE
Williamstown, WV 26187
o OnRT. 2
Ohio River Outdoors LLC

On Facebook

304-916-1800

3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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FREE ONLINE Every 6 Weeks www.WVasportsman.net

Park has been West Virginia’s About West Virginia State Parks managed by the West Virginia
premier family adventure resort West Virginia’s state parks and Division of Natural Resources, a
since Memorial Day 1970, when forests are the vacation destina- division of the West Virginia De-
it opened to the public. The park tion of choice for more than 7 partment of Commerce.
features stunning views and offers million people each year. Made
exhilarating zipline tours, asplash up of 35 parks, 9 forests and two
park and adventure lake, guided rail trails, the West Virginia State
trout fishing trips, mountain bike Parks system provides endless
excursions, a championship golf opportunities for family fun and
course, 82 campsites, 26 cabins adventure. Make memories that
and two lodges. last forever. Book your adventure
at www.wvstateparks.com.

West Virginia State Parks is

Jeff Funk reeled in a nice New
River smallmouth bass.

Chris Pratt hooked an 8 Ib. rain-
Kaylee Bower used a muzzle- bow. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun- Kevin Taylor caught a nice spring
loader for a dandy 11 point buck. tain Sporting Goods in Elkins. largemouth bass.

LAKE YIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

. . . . NOW BOOKING
Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min- FOR SPRING & SUMMER

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course SEASON RENTALS
and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV o Senavell Jes e & S0
e AIC - Easy Access Acres On Stonecoal
= TV-DVD = Great View Of Lake For More Info & Reservations

- Barbecue Grill e Fully Equipped Kitchen
e Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher 304'452'9876
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Larn-onn

Financing as low as

1.99% wone..

or a rebate of up to

$1,000

ON SELECT P21
CAN-AM SSV MODELS

(.
A BRP BRAND BRP,

103 Chemistry Drive/ Lane

ELKINS, WV

26241

304-636-7732

www.elkinsmotorsports.net

©2024 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. Offers valid in Canada only from May 1, 2024, to June 30, 2024. The conditions
may vary depending on your location and this offer is subject to termination or change at any time without notice. This offer is not refundable, exchangeable or transferable (including from one dealership to
another), and cannot be redeemed for cash, credit or other products of equivalent value. Null where prohibited by law. While supplies last. Eligible units are all new and unused 2024 Defender DPS, XT and
Commander models (excluding CAB models). tRebate of up to $1,000 on eligible Can-Am SSV models: Consumers who purchase an eligible model during the promotional period are eligible for a $1,000 rebate.
ttRates as low as 1.99% APR (Annual Percentage Rate) for 36 months. An example of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 1.99% APR: $28.64 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly
payment with $2,160 down, no rebate, an APR of 1.99% for 36 months at an MSRP of $21,599 is $556.70/mo. Total cost of borrowing is $602.14 with a total repayment obligation of $20,041.24. Down payment may
be required. Other financing offers may be available. Minimum and maximum amount financed may vary. Not all buyers will qualify. Higher rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings. Other qualifications and
restrictions may apply, depending on the participating financial institution(s). BRP is not responsible for any of the financing terms and conditions. Offer subject to change without notice. Financing promotions void
where prohibited. See your BRP dealer for details. BRP recommends that all SSV drivers take a training course. See your dealer. SSVs can be hazardous to operate. Never exceed the SSV's passenger capacity. All
SSV models are meant to be used by drivers of age 16 and older. Read the operator’s guide. Follow all instructional and safety material and observe applicable laws and regulations. SSVs are for off-road use only;
never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. For your safety, the operator and passenger(s) must wear a helmet, eye protection and applicable protective clothing. Always remember that riding, alcohol and drugs
don't mix. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Always ride responsibly and safely. See your authorized BRP dealer for details and visit www.can-am.
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New CWD County

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— The West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced today that chronic wast-
ing disease (CWD) has been con-
firmed in four white-tailed deer in
Jefferson County.

“Jefferson County has been part
of the CWD containment area for
several years because it lies adja-
cent to CWD-positive counties in
West Virginia, Virginia and Mary-
land,” said Paul Johansen, chief
of the Wildlife Resources Section.
“While there is no evidence that
CWD is harmful to humans, it is
important that hunters abide by
the carcass transport regulations
to ensure the proper wildlife man-
agement and reduce risk factors
that may affect our deer popula-
tion.”

Jefferson County is the first new

LIVE BAIT

Bass ¢ Crappie
Bluegill * Bullhead
Minnows
Gold Fish ¢ Shiners
Eels ¢ Chicken Liver
Skip Jacks ¢ Shad
Nightcrawler ¢ Mealworm

Tackle “We Have Mad Katz”
Hooks - Sinkers & More

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP

NEW & USED GUNS ¢ FISHING « AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

Open: Mon 9-5 » Wed to Sat 8-6 Closed Tue & Sun
Bass Tournament Tackle
Googan * Yamamota * Power Bait
Crushcity * Keitech * Yum ¢ Nikko
Strike King * KVD * Roboworm

Catfish * Trout « Musky 6th Sense ¢ Axle and MORE!

Located Near The Winfield Locks -

West Virginia county to detect
CWD-positive deer since 2018.
Previously, positive cases were
identified in Berkeley, Mineral,
Morgan and Hampshire counties.

The WVDNR has implemented
restrictions on baiting and feeding
deer and on transporting high-risk
carcass parts out of the CWD con-
tainment area to reduce the risk
the disease will be further spread
by human actions. Baiting and
feeding deer have been unlawful

GET HOOKED WV

Rods and Reels

GET HOOKED 304-964-4072
12210 Winfield Rd, Winfield, WV
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in Jefferson County since 2015,
and the presence of CWD in the
county further adds to the impor-
tance of not feeding deer. The
WVDNR has also implemented
deer carcass transport restrictions
in Jefferson County because of
the detection of CWD.

A full list of deer carcass trans-
port regulations can be found on
page 13 of the 2023-2024 Hunt-
ing Regulations Summary. These
restrictions will remain in effect
for the 2024 deer hunting seasons.
Questions should be directed to
the WVDNR District 2 office at
(304) 822-3551.

Carly Thompson got a gobbler
with help from Chuck Richards.



STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM  West v trgestyara sae s crampinshi

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he I-‘e ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made 304-269-7328

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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Early Season Catfish Methods

You can extend your springtime
flathead fishing fun if you focus
on small bodies of water first. The
smaller lakes and streams will
warm up a lot faster than larger
bodies of water. Keep track of
water temps on your area waters
and when the surface temps reach
the 50’s the catfish begins to feed-
up for the upcoming spawn. This
is the best time to fish for spring
flatheads. These small waters is

your best bet early and they can
warm up weeks before larger wa-
ters. Extend your season with this
tip and remember as the small
water flatheads begin to spawn
and refuse to bite those big waters
are just getting warm enough for
more fishing action.

Springtime Flatheads Love Am-
bush Points

Springtime flatheads are known
to be buried in thick cover but

Remington « Winchester « Weatherby ¢« Browning ¢ Rossi

PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

GUNS & AMMO

« Smith & Wesson * Savage

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock

CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
* BARNETTE « BEAR * KILLER
INSTINCT « TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS

=
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=
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S
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11}

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT
SAFES « KNIVES

Glock - Benelli

Ruger -

* HOYT « BEAR

it's FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Thermal

Scopes:
N-Vision AGM
Pulsar iRay

Class 3 Dealer
Silencers

A11aqIT « WV « UIjJR\ » YO31ZRIg « 96N0Y « B12QSSOIN « AIUBH « 12)381IND « IYDURIH

Kimber ¢ Liberty & Surelock Safes ¢ Traditions ¢ CVA
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during early spring they love to sit
in ambush points to gorge on bait-
fish and worms and any other food
that washes by. Look for flathead
catfish to position themselves
in current breaks behind boul-
ders or around channel swings in
the creek, river or stream. A real
good spot to find early spring flat-
heads is at the mouth of incoming
creeks. Flathead catfish will hang
in the slack water next to this
moving water waiting to engulf
any type of food that washes by.
Small Baits For Big Springtime
Flatheads

During the early spring flathead
catfish have much slower metab-
olism. Flathead catfish, like oth-
er fish, know from instincts how
much energy it will use to first
catch the prey and then to also
digest that prey. You can increase
your bites during the early spring
by downsizing your bait. Cut-bait
will also work on early spring
flathead catfish. It seems that the
best way to present cut-bait to

flathead catfish is throwing into
continue to page 26

Taylor Boggs hooked a 31 Ib. flat-
head at the Winfield Locks.



Best RV Lineup Best Prices The Best Deals For You!

2024 Sun Lite

LTD 13MJ - NEW!
Stock #11184

514,990 - NEW

2024 Sun Lite

LTD 13BD - NEW!
Stock #11165

$14,990 - NEW

2024 Sunray

149 Retro
Stock #11483

516,990 - NEW

2024 CFMOTO UFORCE

1000XL Alpine
Stock #00155

523,399 - NEW

2007 Winnebago
View
Stock #28164

49,960

2024 Sunray

109 Sport
Stock #11308

512,990 - NEW

2024 Sunray

109 Sport
Stock #11301

$12,990 - NEW

2024 Sun Lite

LTD 13BH
Stock #11174

514,990 - NEW

2024 CFMOTO UFORCE

1000 Alpine
Stock #00217

518,599 - NEW

2024 Sunray

149 Sport
Stock #11489

$16,990 - NEW
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moving water allowing the bait to
wash into slack water where the
flathead lies in wait to ambush its
prey. Flathead catfish, that are in
these ambush spots, will engulf
the cut-bait without knowing it
is dead so take advantage of this
during your early spring trips.
Look Up The Creeks For Spring-
time Flatheads

Flathead catfish, more than any
of the other catfish species, seek
calm water. If you hunt flathead
catfish on big rivers they will mi-
grate up smaller tributaries to get
out of the turbulent flow from the
snow melt and early spring rains.
These tributaries may be flowing
strong but they will have less tur-
bulent water and more ambush
points to hide behind. There have
been many big flathead catfish
caught in very small tributar-
ies during early spring. They are
there you just have to be patient
and believe they are there. It is a
lot of fun pulling a 30 pounder out
of a small creek.
Steep Banks

During your hunt for early

spring flatheads look for steep
banks. Flatheads will move up
to feed-up in preparation for the

Dave Shaffer shot a 23 Ib. trukey.
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain
Sporting Goods in EIKins.

spawn and they will do this near
spawning areas. Flathead catfish
spawn in holes that they can pro-
tect. Steep banks that have large
boulders, root wads and mud is
where flatheads like to spawn.
Flatheads will spawn in brush in
shallow water. However, the steep
banks with a lot of cover will at-
tract a larger number of flathead
catfish. Fish these banks or near-
by flats where dead shad, from the
winter kill, wash in during early
spring. This is another reason cut-
bait will work on flatheads in the
spring. Catfish focus on dead shad
this time of year.
Are Bullheads Good Bait for Flat-
heads

Yellowbellys or Bullheads as we
call them are great for spawning
flatheads or anytime for that mat-
ter. The bullheads stay alive much

longer and will seek the same ar-
eas to hide as their flathead cous-
ins which is right where you want
them to go. Be careful though or
they could lodge themselves in

those hiding spots so keep them
continue to the next page

Brandon Hurst landed a 4 1/2
pound New River smallmouth.

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning « Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro « Mike’s » Joe’s Flies ¢ Berkley

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Minnows ¢ Wax Worms

Night Crawlers & More
LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Locally Owned

WE BUY LAND
AND
MINERAL RIGHTS

304.623.LAND

TenmileLand.com

moving. | would say use them all
season long for some great flat-
head action.
What Water Temperature Do Flat-
heads Spawn

I know that flatheads will spawn
from 65 to 80 degrees while 70 de-
grees seems to be the target temp |
would start your search when the
water is approaching 65 degrees.
It’s sort of like the rut when deer

hunting. They say the rut will be
the first week in November and
usually it is but there is some rut-
ting activities before and after this
time frame and you can bet | am
in the woods for it.

Another good reason to find ear-
ly spawners is because you can
mark that spot. Flatheads like to
spawn in certain size and types of
holes. They look for areas where

Aiden & Josh Compton doubled on Ritchie County spring gobblers.
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they can protect their eggs. If that
hole is the right size and place
there will usually be flathead in it.
What Tackle Is Best For Flathead
Catfishing

Due to the flathead catfish ag-
gressive nature, raw power, and
potential size having a proper rod
and reel can determine whether
you land a monster. A heavy rod,
6-7 feet in length, a heavy duty
spinning or baitcasting reel, is
a great place to start. Spool the
reel with 50 Ib mono or 65-100 Ib
braided line.

David Little fished from the bank
for a quality largemouth bass.



Serch Baits For Early Bass

As we entered spring, more and
more bass are beginning to move
shallow. When that happens, they
tend to spread out — some to the
backs of pockets, others to pro-
tected flats or along south-facing
banks. In any of these, visible
cover becomes key.

Bass — especially bigger bass
— usually relate to objects, like
stumps, dock pilings, cypress
trees, lily pads, shallow patchy

Bass Sportsman
2024

ENTER AT
THE RAMP
TOURNAMENTS

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7AM.TO 4 PM. FORALL
* 6 FISH LIMIT
» OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES

OPEN TO ALL TEAMS

INFO: 304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com

~ 36 Team Limit ~
At The Vandalia Ramp
Stonewall - Vandalia
May 26
Sonewall - Vandalia
June 23
Stonewall - Vandalia
July 21
Stonewall - Vandalia
August 18
Stonewall - Vandalia
September 29

By Bernie Schutz
grass or some combinations of
these. Getting enough bites often
requires covering lots of water.
To help facilitate that, most sav-
vy anglers utilize what are known
as “search baits” — lures that can
cover water quickly and efficient-
ly.

Among them are buzzbaits, spin-
nerbaits, swim jigs, bladed jigs,
crankbaits, jerkbaits, swimbaits
and speed-style worms. All are
obviously moving baits, but which
to apply first will depend on cer-
tain factors — like depth, type of
cover, water temperature, mood
of the fish, prevailing weather ...
even confidence gained through
personal experience.

No stones unturned

Regardless of the waterbody I’'m
confronted with, this time of year
I’m looking in protected areas
first. Spring may bring warmer
weather, but strong coldfronts are
still likely. So I try to find areas
where radical weather changes
will have less of an impact.

On natural lakes and reservoirs,

200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout 9 %

Tube Rentals C_e)
] ®®

Cable TV
\\
o .
L,
US Rt 33

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

I’ll check creeks, coves and pock-
ets with minimal runoff, as well
as southerly facing banks. On riv-
ers, I’ll check the backwaters or
any flats with little or no current
— especially those with vege-
tation, stumps, brush or cypress
trees. Canals can also be good.

If vegetated flats are the target,
I’ll look for irregularities — like
open holes or patchy sections,
or seams where different grasses
mix. I’ll also check the shallowest
edges, especially if there’s a void
between those and the bank. Nar-
row, protected voids are like mag-
nets for spawners.

The same goes for flooded brush
and cypress trees. Instead of start-
ing on the outside, I’ll try going

continue to the next page

Jackie Buckland reeled in an early

R.D. Bailey Lake bass.
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Joe Johnson bagged a turkey in
Wood Co. with a double beard.



MON - FRI 8-5 SAT 9-5

Paradise RVs meenr

VIKING ¢ APEX « ADRENALINE
CATALINA « SANDPIPER « SPIRIT
LEPRECHAUN CLASS C MOTORHOMES
CHAPARRAL 5TH WH. FLAGSTAFF

[PONTOONS

Leprechaun Class C

Bed Liners - Parts

BOATS
JON BRATS

Sanitation Items - - )
Anti-Gravity Chairs

NEW & USED
RV’S
BOATS
Lots Of

RV Parts
Service | RaVEL TRAILERS

Weather Tech Products

www.paradiservs.net
138 Colt Industrial Dr.
MOUNT HOPE, WV 25909

304-860-1948 St WHEELS & MooRROMES
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Reloading

Weston, WV 26452

Cell: 304-476-8886

Much Ammo
Accessories
OLD MONEY
BUY ¢ SELL « TRADE OPEN: Monday to Saturday 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.
GOLD & SILVER
BUYER
MOUNTAIN TRADERS
GUN & PAWN Lots Of AR’S
Specializing In Hunting & Collector Guns PISTOLS |
539 US Hwy. 33 East Bus: 304-269-2444 New & Used

inside toward the bank, while
looking for irregularities such as
thin and thicker sections, or iso-
lated targets. In any of these sce-
narios, I’m focusing on protected
water.

The same goes for docks. | tar-
get their backsides and connect-
ing catwalks — from the bank to
the first significant dropoff. And if
they are laced with brush, all the
better.

One of my favorite search baits

Marshall Wood caught a Blue-

stone Lake smallie. Photo courtesy
of PC Qutdoors in Crab Orchard.

in shallow vegetation is a speed-
style worm, like the Yamamoto
Speed Senko. With the trolling
motor steadily advancing the
boat, | fan cast ahead and reel the
bait back just under the surface. If

the grass I’m over is submerged,
I’ll slow the retrieve just enough
to maintain intermittent contact.
If the grass is touching the surface
or emergent, I’ll swim the Speed
continue to the next page

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden ¢ Super Duper ¢ Strike King
Berkley « Mepps * Owner « Zoom * Yum *« Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn « Zoom « Trout Magnet « Eagle Claw ¢ Daiwa
Cabin Creek « Shakespeare ¢ St. Croix ¢ Zebco ¢ Case

Ugly Stik » Gitzit « Rebel » Heddon * Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies « Musky Tackle « Marine Products
1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Crab Orchard, WV

PSE Bear
Killer Instinct Barnett

Kayaks

Hoo Doo
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Senko right on top or through any
alleyways I can find. My normal
rate of retrieve is steady to brisk.

Other good choices for vegeta-
tion include buzzbaits, spinner-
baits and swimming and bladed
jigs. Those, too, should be re-
trieved at a steady to brisk rate of
speed. Remember, we’re covering
water. So the trolling motor will
be in perpetual use as our lures
comb the shallows.

When deeper grass, stumps or
submerged brush are the targets,
that’s when jerkbaits, crankbaits,
swimbaits and heavier bladed jigs
tend to shine. Again, | try to main-
tain intermittent contact or at least
close range with the cover. It’s so
crucial. When a lure touches an
object and either tears free or de-
flects off that object, that’s when
bass are most likely to strike.

Among my favorite crankbaits
are Shimano’s Original Macbeth
and Macbeth Flat 57F. The Origi-
nal is a full-body, wide-wobbling
lure that displaces a tremendous
amount of water, and it deflects
off cover well. The Flat 57F has
a circuit board lip and internal
weight-transfer system, which
make it easier to cast. The lip

Chris Acord, in Clearfork, landed
several rainbow trout.

Financing Available

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

GROVE MARINE

~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

304-547-5044

7 MILES EAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

forces it to swim sure with a tight
shimmy. Depending on the situa-
tion, one can outperform the oth-
er, but both are essential to my
needs.

For wire-frame lures, | rely on
those | designed for Hildebrandt
— including the HeadBanger and
SqueakEasy buzzbaits, and The
Blade and Tin Roller spinner-
baits. The HeadBanger is a clack-
style buzzbait, which is ideal for
pulling fish out of cover or from
long distances. The SqueakEasy
is more subtle, perfect for sparse
cover and lethargic fish.

As for the spinnerbaits, The
continue to the next page

Jacob Haught, from Charleston,
hooked a monster largemouth.

FREE Online - wwwWwvasportsman.net

4876 Route 152

www.rodgersmithmarine.com

Skeeter
South Bay

Yamaha
Honda

Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487
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Blade is better in grass and the
Tin Roller is better for hard cover.
Both feature tandem blades and
heads with lifelike characteristics,
making them ideal for clear water
applications.

| also like the Z-Man JackHam-
mer ChatterBait with Yamamoto
Zako Trailer. Color depends on
the situation, but | carry black
and blue, white, and various sun-
fish patterns with matching Zako
trailers.

When it comes to swimbaits,
there are countless styles that
will serve well for the technique.
Choose those that give you confi-
dence, but when in search mode,
try to match the approximate size
and profile of the baitfish the bass
are feeding on.

The Hildebrandt HeadBanger
is a clacker-style buzzbait, ide-
al for faster retrieve speeds. The
SqueakEasy is a squealer and

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

Danner
Lacrosse
Vortex

Camo Clothing ¢ Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment

Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels

Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

works best at slower speeds.
Balancing your arsenal
Regardless of the type of lure or
cover you’re dealing with, it’s im-
portant to have the right balance
of tackle — a system, so to speak.
For example; when I’m throw-
ing the Speed Senko, it’s usually
on a 7-foot, 2-inch medium-heavy
spinning rod, paired with a 3000-
size reel. More specifically, a Shi-
mano Expride EXS72MHB rod
with Stradic or Twin Power 3000.
I spool up with 10- to 15-pound
Power Pro Super8Slick V2 braid
and tie directly to an extra-wide-
gap 5/0 or 6/0 hook. To add some
distance to my casts, | use no
more than a 1/4-ounce tungsten
bullet weight ... preferably less.

Young Noah Workman caught a
23” golden trout at Burnsville.

Chris Gay, from Chesapeake,

landed a 6 1/2 Ib. rainbow trout.
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Convenience Store  Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies ¢ Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 [H\VI=R:INN)

Archery In The

School Event
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— The West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
today announced the top schools
and students for the annual West
Virginia Archery in the Schools
state tournament, which took
place at the Charleston Coliseum
and Convention Center on Satur-
day, March 30.

“We are so proud of the students
who participated in the West Vir-
ginia Archery in the Schools tour-
nament this year and for everyone
involved in making this inclusive
program so successful over the
last 20 years,” said WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion. “As we
look to the future of this program,
we’re excited to continue part-
nering with schools around the
state to provide incredible oppor-

tunities for our youth to learn life
continue to page 34

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745 s
R

Over 55 Years
Experience

BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE



Remington

J Thunderbolt
Wheeler's Guns and Ammo LR S O
160 5th St. ELKINS, WV

681-298-5070 $3199 no tax

NO LIMIT

ANACONDA

HUGE SELECTION
4.25” « 67 « 8”
44 Magnum

CCI BLAZER
9MM 50 Rounds
$ 1 199
BOX
Open 8am to 3pm M-F Lots Of Firearms & _
Sat. 8am to 1pm Brian Wheeler

Closed Wed & Sun Ammunition In Stock Owner
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LEESON'S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES « FINANCE « PARTS « SERVICE
www.leesonsmotors.com 320 WeSt Maln Stl’eet
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

skills that will help them later on
in life, whether in the field or in
their education and careers.”

More than 610 students from all
over the state participated in the
tournament. To qualify, schools
had to participate in the state qual-
ifier. The top eight elementary,
middle and high school teams and
the top 15 male and female ele-
mentary, middle and high school
students were invited to partici-
pate in the state tournament.

“This year’s tournament was a
celebration of the students and
schools that work so hard to get
to the state tournament and of the
20th anniversary of the Archery
in the Schools program in West
Virginia,” said Chris Scraggs,
WVDNR Archery in the Schools
Coordinator. “We want to thank
everyone who participated in the
program this year and extend
a big congratulations to all our
teams and students that placed in
the state tournament.”

West Virginia Archery in the
Schools State Tournament Results

Top High School Teams
UCHAA Upshur County Homes-
chool
James Monroe High
Herbert Hoover High
Top Middle School Teams
Elkview Middle
Ripley Middle
Peterstown Middle

Top Elementary School Teams
Elk Elementary
Alderson Elementary
Chesapeake Elementary
High School Male Individual
Standings
Clayton Mills (Wirt County High)
Clay Tenney (UCHAA Upshur
County Homeschool)
Kadin Tinney (Petersburg High)
County High)

High School Female Individual
Standings
Kimber Koehler (Wheeling Cen-
tral Catholic)
Madisyn Gregory (James Monroe
High)
Brea Ellison (Hurricane High)
Abilene Supers (UCHAA Upshur
County Homeschool)

CRISS SALES & SERVICE ~ Husqvarna
- (304) Shindaiwa
) & More

s 472-1474
) ‘_ OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Lawn & Garden

CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carhon Crossbow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN
One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

Middle School Individual Male
Standings
Owen Champlin (Ripley Middle)
Hunter Lilly (Independence Mid-
continue to the next page

Alexandria Murray hunted in
Wood Co. for a spring gobbler.

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

LIVE

WV Lottery & Powerball
Nightcrawlers

and More.
Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm-

Ta P, Sun 7am to 9pm
= 304-472-5132 °

Gasoline
Diesel
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Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890
(cell)

=)

BERRY’S CAMPGCROUND

Overnight Camping
New River Road

Hinton, WV

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing
Catamaran Rentals

Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199

www.berrycampground.com berryscampground@gmail.com

Fluid Kayaks - Golf Carts - Rentals

Pass Sales

Huge Selection Of Fishing Tackle - Convenience ltems
Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer

308 Hinton Bypass Hinton, WV 304-309-3800

dle)

Caleb Servetas (UCHAA Upshur
County Homeschool)

Triton Brown (St. Michael Parish

School)

Middle School Female Individu-
al Standings

Elizabeth Chandler (Elkview
Middle)

Abbey Oldham (Ripley Middle)
Kinley Honaker (Eastern Green-
brier Middle)

Elementary School Male Indi-
vidual Standings
Nathan McDonald (UCHAA Up-
shur County Homeschool)
A.J. Bailey (Peterstown Elemen-
tary)
Wyatt Shamblin (Elk Elementary)
Isaac Legg (Conner Street Ele-
mentary)

Elementary School Female Indi-
vidual Standings

Lillian Roberts (Elk Elementary)
Braylyn Parker (Alderson Ele-
mentary)

Emily Wegman (Pickens)
Sophie Stricklin (HEAT)
Tournament competition is open
only to schools that have re-
ceived the National Archery in
the Schools training and follow
NASP rules. For more informa-
tion on the West Virginia Ar-
chery in the Schools program or
to attend the next training, visit
the WVDNR website at wvdnr.
gov/west-virginia-archery-in-the-
schools-program.

Congratulations to all of the

schools involved in this program

that teaches youth archery.
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Controlled South

Branch Hunt
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— Applications for a controlled
mourning dove hunt at the South
Branch Wildlife Management
Area in Hardy County are now
available, the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources (WVD-
NR) announced today.

The annual mourning dove
controlled hunt is scheduled for
Sept. 1-2. Hunters may register
in person at the WVDNR District

2 headquarters in Romney or re-
continue to the next page

Derek Mauldin reeled in a quality
size crappie.

SURE

.., CATCH
>7 FISH FARM

CATFISH 5W=s norTHoF
BAIT & TACKLE CLKINS, WV

OLDRT. 219
STALNAKER RD.
Sat. 1p.m. Till 12 a.m,

Tournaments Sat, Eve




quest an application by calling
the Wildlife Resources Section at
304-822-3551. Hunters who wish
to participate must submit an ap-
plication by midnight on July 1.
The South Branch WMA is lo-
cated at the upper end of what is
known as the “trough section” of
the South Branch River in Hardy
County. Hunting is by permit only
on Sept. 1-2, the first two days of
the mourning dove season.
Successful applicants will be no-
tified by mail or email by Aug. 1.
Hunters who are successful in the
lottery drawing will be assigned
a day to hunt and a shooting sta-
tion free of charge and will be al-
lowed to bring two guests. A map
showing the location of shooting

stations will be included with no-
tification of successful drawing.
In addition to the permit, all
hunters participating in the con-
trolled mourning dove hunt must
have a West Virginia hunting li-
cense or be exempt from license
requirements. No permits will
be necessary to hunt doves after
Sept. 2, though hunters must still
follow licensing requirements.
The 2024-25 West Virginia Mi-
gratory Bird Hunting Regulations
with season dates and addition-

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net
¢ [ssues Back to 2006

al information will be available
at WVDNR offices by the end
of August and will be posted at
WVdnr.gov.

Trudy Noechel landed a quality
largemouth at Cheat Lake.

14th
Annual

$1,000

Guaranteed
1st Place

September
14 & 15

$125 Entry = Covers Both Days
$10 Daily Big Bass = $145 Total
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily*

Mail In $20 By 9/2/24 To
Hold Boat Number
Pay The CASH

Balance At The Ramp
Mail to: Bass Sportsman

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

Stonewall 36 Team Limit
Classic

7AM - 4PM
Both Days

* 6 FISH LIMIT

« Complete Rules Given At Event

Lewis County Visitors Bureau
Lodging Info 304-269-7328

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Ranger & Triton Boats
304-684-2850 St. Marys, WV

ENTER NOW

* Hold Your Boat Number

VANDALIA RAMP

| 79 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out

TOURNAMENT INFO
Mark Goudy
304-482-7217

Clip Out And
Mail In - $20 i
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GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
Tom Criner reeled in a 23 3/4” HUNTlNG, ARCHERY, FISHING
S A TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

Garrett Richards had a youth gob-

bler with help from dad, Chuck. . ] .
P * Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms

* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-7/58-2150

DEER PROCESSING
www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED

Gerald Caltrider caught a 13” yel- WWW.mM O U ntal nS | d eWV, CO m

low perch at North Bend Lake.
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WORD SEARCH

River ¢ Lake « Kanawha ¢ Simpson ¢ Indian ¢« Sherwood ¢ Booths

Tournament ¢ Bluestone ¢ Elk ¢ Stephens « Tenmile ¢« Burnsville

Skin ¢ Sutton ¢ Cheat » Deckers ¢ Hackers » Stonecoal « Woodrum

Moncove ¢ Spruce  Ohio ¢ Creek « Mountwood * O’Brien « Pyles

Summersville « Land « Summit « Sandy ¢ Buffalo « Hughes « Fork

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

304-439-5329

RICKS

TAXIDERMY

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime
43 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

DA

Accepting Major Credit Cards

Full Time/Award Winning Master
Taxidermist Rick Dunlap

Www.wvasportsman.net

Alicia McDougal hooked a 47~
musky at the Willow Island Dam.

| Name

| e
| Address | ; NO
_ | R WVS
ciy | 55y DOES po Boxssa
| State Zip | Vienna, WV
| Fish Pound oz | TEXT 3@45425721[7 26105
!_Dfr_ S ghi —— _#Po_ints_T_ _; Photos Will Be Returned E-mail anSport@gma”Com

CLIP OUT TO MAIL

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2024.

Send Photo To:

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates
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2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

CATFISH PARADISE Lazy Dog

CATFISH PAYLAKE |Campground & Resort
“Where the big cats swim” CATFISH PAYLAKE

www.catfishparadiseohio.com
1564 McGriffins Lane

Jackson, Ohio 45640
(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins
*70 Full Hook-up
Campsites
JOIN THE
FUN!
Check Us Out
On Facebook At
CATFISH PARADISE Lazy Dogs
Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimmin
12769 Veto Road Joy L.amping, 5 5
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7 Numerous Sites Playground
Marietta, OH shelter House ~ BRING  pyy | ake s Fishing
45750 Picnic Areas THE Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
Bathhouse Swimming Pool
(740) 373-0686 Laundry Facilities FAMILY Dc\)l\tljlgl](rené:n(?rnf?c?le
FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS $18 + $3 BONUS FISH
6 TO 10 YEARS OLD $5 FREE 5 & UNDER
24 HOURS $25 $48 HOURS $43

Both Lakes Open 24 Hours - 7 Days A Week

Both Lakes Feature Fully Equipped Tackle Shops LIVE BAIT
Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy Dog FrilSat 8pm to 1am Catfish Paradise  $20 + Ticket Pays Top 4
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

Reel ln Your Savings
At Superier Toyeta

TR. Hathaway says: “Try top water lures for bass in the morning”

Supen™

2024’s 2024 Toyota Tundra
On The Way

Sup "

The name says it all!
SALES, SERVICE,
PARTS

$1,000 Customer Cash or 3.99% APR for 60 Months
Hybrid $2,000 Customer Cash or 2.99% APR for 60 Months

www.Superior AutoW'V.com Reserve Yours Today
2024 Toyota Tacoma 2024 Toyota 4Runner

Reserve Yours Today Reserve Yours Today

View the Superior Toyota Sales Incentives for this
month by going online at superiorautowv.com PARKERSBURG

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate.

4.99% APR for 60 monthly payments Of $18.87 per $1,000 borrowed . Plus tax & fees and dealer doc fee. 3 O 4 - 4 2 4 - 5 1 2 2
Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors. Offer expires

6-03, 2024 800'478_5884

Rt. 50 EAST

www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com
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