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www.mountainstateloghomes.com

(SAVE} Mill Direct Prices!

e FREE Unloading at Your Site

e Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV

» Save money when you buy mill direct
by taking out the middleman!

e All materials are cut to order.

e Sizes you can't find anywhere else!
(Exact and Nominal)

We offer floor plans ranging from intimate
one-bedroom log cabins to spacious six-
bedroom log homes, each showcasing a

3WV LocqtiOns variety of layouts and sizes.

0 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
® (304) 884-6646

@ 521 Hinkle Road, Fayetteville, WV 25840
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0 372 Business Park Drive, Kenna, WV 25248
® (304) 532-8300

Ask us about our
pavilion packages.
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Attention Bass Fishermen!

Cover Photo
Scottie Thompson, from Mad-
ison, had been watching this
double drop tine buck on his
trail camera. It’s a main beam
| | Clip & Mail To: 10_point with 2 drop tines - 12
| Bass Sportsman pomts. Drop tines are very rare
| PO Box5521 in WV. He used a compound

| Vienna, WV bow for this trophy of a lifetime.
[ city ST [ 26105 Have a big buck or other big

| game photo from the 2024 sea-
son? Send your pic in. A form
IS on page 38.

Mail-List For Bass Tournaments °

In 2025

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

You can also email
_; Wvasport@yahoo.com

FREE ONLINE www.wvasportsman.net
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Monster Trout Contest

CHARLESTON, W.VA. — Gov.
Jim Justice today announced
the winners of the West Virginia
Division of Natural Resources’
(WVDNR) third annual Monster
Trout Contest.

“Congratulations to these lucky
anglers for reeling in some tru-
ly incredible catches,” said Gov.
Justice. “As a lifelong angler, 1
also want to thank everyone for
sharing their monster trout pho-
tos during our fall trout stockings
and showing the world that West
Virginia is a premier fishing des-
tination.”

The five lucky anglers each
caught a tagged monster trout,
which were stocked during the
weeks of Oct. 21 and Oct. 28.

Katie Rice , from Morgantown,
was a winner in the state contest.

COOPER’S

CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 46th Year!

304-227-4219

Those stockings included 35,000
pounds of trophy-size trout and
6,500 pounds of monster trout,
100 of which received a pink
tag. Anglers who caught a tagged
monster trout had until Novem-
ber 22 to submit a photo of their
catch with the tag number to win
aprize.

2024 West Virginia Monster Trout
Contest Winners

Steve Davis of Lashmeet, W.Va. —
State Park Cabin Stay

Donavan Miller of Saulsville,
W.Va. — Cabela’s Prize Package
Katie Rice of Morgantown, W.Va.
— Cabela’s Prize Package

Caleb Shelek of Dallas, W.Va. —
Cabela’s Prize Package

Kenneth Mclintosh of Crown
Point, Ind. — Cabela’s Prize Pack-

age )
continue to the next page

Caleb Shelek, from Dallas, was a
winner in the state contest.

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVCE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
CROSSBOWS

.excauser Chelyan, WV
* 10 POINT 304,595,2699

*KILLER
INSTINCT
* RAVIN

Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm
Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

Donavan Miller, from Saulsville,
was a winner in the state contest.

FREE ONLINE

www.vwasportsman.net
Back Issues From 2006 On

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

Specialized
Business
Insurance

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com
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In addition to these five winners,
38 verified anglers who caught
tagged monster trout and upload-
ed a photo will also receive a
WVDNR water bottle and tackle
box.

SPECIAL ELK RIVER FALL
TROUT STOCKINGS

Gov. Justice also reminded an-
glers that the WVDNR stocked
trout on the Elk River in Webster
County in November as part of a
pilot program to evaluate the eco-
nomic impact of trout stocking in
the area. The stocking occurred
at the usual stocking locations
and included 750 rainbow trout.
A second stocking will take place
later in December and include an-
other 750 rainbow trout.

2025 FISHING LICENSES NOW
AVAILABLE

All anglers 15 years and older
are required to have a West Vir-
ginia fishing license, trout stamp
and a valid form of identification
while fishing for trout. Anglers
who want to get a head start on
planning their 2025 fishing ad-
ventures are encouraged to re-
new their license early online at
W Vfish.com.

Kenneth Mclntosh, from Indiana,
was also a trout contest winner.

GUN SHOW

Admission: $6 Weekend Pass $10
www.RANDRGUNSHOWS.COM

Jan. 25 - 26, 2025
Clarksburg, WV
NATHAN GOFF

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY

3 Armory Drive
Clarksburg, WV 26301
Feb. 1-2,2025
Lewisburg, WV

WV STATE FAIR GROUNDS

WV Building
947 Maple Ave
Lewisburg, WV 24901
Feb. 15 - 16, 2025
Parkersburg, WV

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY

1500 Blizzard Drive
Parkersburg, WV 26101

R&R
SHOWS

View On Facebook
R&R WV Gunshows

March 15 - 16, 2025
Summersville, WV

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY/

CONVENTION CENTER
3 Armory Drive
Summersville, WV 26651
APRIL 12 -13, 2025
Flatwoods, WV
DAYS INN
CONVENTION CENTER
305 Days Drive
Sutton, WV 26601

New Vendor
Information Below

MORE DATES AND

LOCATIONS TO COME

R&R SHOW GUIDELINES

*YOU MAY BRING IN FIREARMS TO TRADE OR SELL BUT THEY MUST BE
UNLOADED AND WILL BE CHECKED AT THE FRONT GATE
* NO TRADING IN THE FRONT LOBBY AREA OR OUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING.
* CONCEALED CARRY MUST BE UNLOADED AND IT MUST REMAIN HOLSTERED.
* DO NOT BRING IN MORE THAN YOU CAN CARRY AT ONE TIME.
* CHILDREN ARE WELCOME BUT THEY MUST BE WITH AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.
* NO ONE UNDER THE AGE OF 18 IS PERMITTED TO HANDLE FIREARMS.

We are always looking for NEW Vendors for our various locations.
If you are interested, Please contact us at wwgunshows@gmail.com or fill

out the Vendor Registration Form on our Website and send us a message.
304-575-6895 304-575-6864
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304-269-6330

B&B PAWN SHOP

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

HUNDREDS

OF GUNS
STOCKED

PAWN - BUY
SELL - TRADE

» Musical Instruments
e Furniture
* Glassware
* Electronics
WE BUY ESTATES

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET
ALUM BRIDGE, WV

Winter Jerkbait Fishing For Bass

A lot of people think a suspend-
ing jerkbait is just an early spring,
prespawn lure. Nowadays, espe-
cially with forward-facing sonar,
it’s a year-round bait. Some of the
best jerkbait days take place right
now in December.

My favorite jerkbait is Booyah’s
new Flash Point. What separates
it from other jerkbaits is an inte-
grated gold or silver reflector in
the head of the lure.

The Flash Point’s reflector re-
turns a strong sonar signal, which
makes it easier to see on a for-

Chris Meadows brought in a

Nicholas Co. buck. Photo courtesy
of WV Wild Outdoors in Birch River.

ward-facing display. It also re-
flects light, which gives the bait a
little different flash and flair.

It comes with premium hooks, so
don’t you have to swap them out.
And, it has a casting system that
helps with distance and accuracy.

Jerkbaits shine for me in the
wintertime because bass are in all
stages. The bass can be shallow
around docks and grass or sus-
pended over 50 feet of water re-

By Stetson Blaylick

lating to schools of shad.

When the water is in the mid
to upper 50s, | start shallow and
work my way deeper.

The bass may not be deep when
the water is in the high 40s to
low 50s, but they’ll be suspended
over deeper points, brushpiles and
things of that nature.

Wintertime jerkbait retrieves

continue to the next page

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles « UTV ¢ ATV
Service & Sales

US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

WWW.supersmittys.com
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GREAT PRICING ON 2023 LEFTOVERS

Fall Clearance

PONTOON
SALE

222 FCR

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535
304-529-0487

www.rodgersmithmarine.com

Financing Available

222 CR

SKEETER

When the water is above 50 de-
grees, you can retrieve it with a
quick twitching cadence and short
pauses.

You need to slow down when
the water drops below 50 degrees.
The bass are not as lethargic as
most people think in cold water.
They can still move quickly, but
the shad do slow down.

I slow my retrieve to mimic the
natural sluggish motion of a shad
in cold water. Instead of erratic
twitches, | almost pull the bait
and let it sit for two to three sec-
onds or longer.

Bass in cold water swim toward
your bait slowly. You can see that
on Lowrance Active Target. It’s
critical that you give them enough

time to react to your jerkbait.
Getting deeper

The Flash Point gets down 6 to 8
feet on 12-pound Seaguar InvizX
fluorocarbon. I can get it a foot
deeper by dropping to 10-pound

InvizX. )
continue to the next page

Brad Evans hooked/released a Josh DeBord hunted in Lincoln Brian Enoch arrowed a huge Wirt

477 musky on Christmas Day.

Co. for his muzzloader buck.
Jan/Feb 2025 ~ Page 7

County whitetail buck.



RIDENOUR LAKE - NITRO, WV

NitroCVB.com

When the bass are 15 to 25 feet
deep, you need to get the bait
down 10 to 15 feet so they can see
it.

I do that by taping lead strips in
front of the forward hook hanger.
Another option is wrapping lead
wire around the hooks.

Madison Wills, from Ripley, had
gun success with a fine buck.

The Flash Point suspends perfect-
ly out of the package. It doesn’t
take much weight to make it sink
slowly like a shad dying in winter.

If you overweight the bait, it sinks
too fast to look natural. Too much
weight also kills the bait’s left to

Steve Woods used his rifle for a

quality whitetail buck.
Jan/Feb 2025 ~ Page 8

right darting action.
Colors

I carry jerkbaits in a variety of
colors. That lets me adjust to the
weather, the water clarity and the
mood of the bass.

Sometimes I find what the bass
prefer by trial and error. They
rarely want the same color pattern
two days in a row.

In clear water on a bright, sunny
day, I’'ll start with a natural shad
coloration. If the bass are 15 to
25 feet deep, I'll opt for a bright
white color.

In cloudy conditions, I like bright
white and chartreuse colors. I also
like white in dirty water. Shad
turn more of a white, pale color in
dirty water, no matter if it’s sunny
or cloudy.

www.wvasportsman.net



Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You
www.doddsports.com

[PISTOLS & RIFLES]|

e BUY
e SELL
11-6 Mon-Fri
- TRADE | "%
* AMMO * SAFES
* CLOTHING * FISHING
* HANDGUNS * RELOADING
* DEER BLINDS + ARCHERY
o CUTLERY * HANDGUNS
* SCOPES * LONG GUNS
* HUNTING * POWDER
* BOATING * OPTICS

Weatherby « Christensen Arms
Ruger ¢ Remington ¢ Browning
Winchester ¢ Glock « Taurus
Thompson Center * Springfield
And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

CLASS 3  Suppressors
DEALER Thermal Scopes

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg
And Clarksburg

|RELOADING|
[RODS-REELS|

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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Pontoon
Fishing

Jonboat

Pleasure

OVER

4,000

GUNS
IN STOCK

96 Outdoor Plaza
Ripley, WV 25271

304-373-0400

Online Ordering Or
Stop By Our Ripley Store

bridgeport equipment and tool ripley
www.bridgeportequip.com

Famous Name Guns

New & Used Guns We Trade

Fishing & Archery

Ventrac - UTVs

‘ Polaris ‘

\ Deere Mowers - Stihl Products

Other Store Locations 11 Total
Products Offered May Differ
Bridgeport, OH Huntington, WV

740-635-1129 304-736-2120
Marietta, OH Wurtland, KY
740-373-6686 606-833-1408
New Martinsville, WV Charleston, WV
304-455-6686 304-744-0555
Pennsboro, WV Pomeroy, OH
304-659-2917 740-992-1438
Gallipolis, OH Beckley, WV
740-446-2412 304-252-6688

DeereTractors - UTVs\

Heavy Equipment Sales & Rentals ‘
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Minerals For Antler Growth

As gamekeepers, one of the first
chores on your list for the spring
and summer is to refresh your
mineral sites. Overall use of min-
erals for antler growth usually
tapers off when the acorns begin
to fall and antlers harden, and it
generally picks up again intensely
when the turkeys start to gobble
in the spring and antler genesis
begins again. These times obvi-
ously coincide with antler genesis
and when they harden during the

Young Jacob Huffman has a nice

buck. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Kylie Cross hunted a fine Monroe

Co. buck. Photo courtesy of Tyler Out-
door Supply in Middlebourne.

late summer/early fall and then
begin to grow again during the
late winter.

Deer need both protein and min-
erals to grow their antlers. This is
in contrast to animals with horns
that are made of keratin (like fin-
gernails), that do not shed, and
need only protein to increase the
growth their horns. Appreciate
too, that whitetails must grow
a new set of antlers every year,
while animals that have horns
only need to add gradually to their
existing growth.

There have been countless
studies conducted to determine
whether mineral supplementation
leads to any measurable increase
in antler growth in whitetails -
most of them come back showing
little to no measurable difference

Intersection of

ROCK Rt. 4 & 20

CAVE Rock Cave, WV
IGA 304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange
Beverages & Snacks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun 10AM to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

www.rockcave.iga.com

or are inconclusive. The three
foot “craters” in the ground creat-
ed by whitetails lead most of us to
believe there is more to a mineral
site than just an attraction to the
sodium generally found in most
products, both natural and man-
made. So do mineral supplements

cotinue to the next page

LIVE
BAIT

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

G:nLSJtcu(S 304-275-4619

Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5 am-8 pm Fr

Showroom & U ol i

NEWARK, WV

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
e Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline Musky Lures
 Food ¢ Live Bait « Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette

Closed Sunday
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold e« Silver « Jewelry « Guns ¢ Electronics « Tools ¢ Archery « And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296) NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

www.carlspawnshop.com

Parkersburg, WV 26101

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

515 Division Street

(304) 428-7298

actually work?

According to the University of
Missouri, the difference between
8-percent and 16-percent protein
in a deer’s diet at 4 years of age
can cause a 20-inch (or more) dif-

Jimbo Paynter got a great buck in
a WV bow county.

ference in antler size. Although
the effects of mineral levels on
antler size have not been scientif-
ically documented, calcium and
phosphorus levels are known to
be important to antler develop-
ment.

The exact amount of each nu-
trient can vary by region and by
which study you happen to quote,
but velvet antlers are made up
roughly of 80-percent crude pro-
tein, 22-percent calcium, and
11-percent phosphorus. Hard ant-
lers are closer to 40-percent crude
protein, 25 to 35-percent calcium
and about 18-percent phospho-
rus. There is no question that a
good protein-rich food plot will
do more for antler growth than a
mineral site, but minerals do have
an impact.

Mineral use by a whitetail’s body
Jan/Feb 2025 ~ Page 12

typically exceeds mineral intake
during the antler growing cycle as
well as when the does are carrying
and nursing fawns. It only makes
sense to provide them with a min-
eral supplement that contains all
continue to the next page

Devin Shaw, from Morgantown,
bow hunted a fine 11 point buck.



Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

e Berwsville Deocles
ARGE
Closed SELECTION
304-853-2822 | | et
LIVE BAIT |00 155085 | O Of Jigs
} ACC Rods
Reserve Your Slip Space Now

Snacks/Beverages Gasoline « Marine Supplies Zoom & More
Rods & Reels

Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

Yamamoto & More

the essential nutrients and trace
minerals they could need during
these critical stages of growth and
development.

As far as whether or not the min-
eral works, much depends upon
the make-up of the specific min-
eral product and the science and
technology behind it. Yes, min-
eral supplements work, but how
well each performs varies product
to product.

Quality mineral products like P
& R Whiteail Supreme minerals
avalable in Buckahnnon, WV will
also have nutrients and trace min-
erals other than sodium, calcium
and phosphorus that aid in other
whitetail bodily functions; like

D Ray White bow hunted in Wirt
County for a wide rack buck.

metabolizing fats and proteins.
So even if a mineral supplement
didn’t have anything to do with
antler growth, these ingredients
help your whitetails take the for-
age they’re consuming and turn
it into antler, energy and protein
rich milk for newborns.

A buck in velvet is exceeding-
ly protective of his antlers. Bucks
will not spar when still in velvet,
and if provoked they will rise to
strike with their hooves instead,
which are every bit as deadly. If
you watch a buck in velvet slip-
ping through the brush you will
see him delicately twist and turn
to avoid scraping his antlers.

The vast amount of new green

forage that is available during
continue to the next page

William Schultz used his com-
pound for a Jefferson Co. buck.

LIVE BAIT

MINNOWS « NIGHTCRAWLER « MEAL WORM

NEW & USED GUNS
Buy - Sell - Trade - Pawn
Archery Equipment

Tools - Chainsaws A
FISHING M
TACKLE

Open: Mon Tue Thu Fri 8-4
Wed & Sat 8 to Noon O

613 E Main St.

HARRISVILLE, WV
304-643-2940
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50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH « MISSION « PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH, WV

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

Harold Cogar, Owner

spring green-up is a huge part of
a deer’s diet. This new growth is
very high in water and potassium
content and causes deer to oper-
ate on a somewhat deficient lev-
el of sodium (salt). This constant
flushing of a whitetail’s system
from the increased intake of green
forage causes them to seek out ar-
eas with high sodium content and
makes a readily available mineral
source that contains everything
their bodies need all the more vi-
tal.

I think maybe the easiest way
to explain the positive benefits
of mineral supplementation for
your deer herd is to look at it as
if it might pertain to humans. It
is well documented and prov-

en in medical studies that a diet
full of wholesome fruits, vegeta-
bles, lean proteins, and good fats
leads to a more fit, immune, and
overall healthier person. You can
survive off of junk food...but you
don’t thrive, there’s a big differ-
ence. Many times people that are
on the best of diets still feel the

need and see benefits from sup-
plementing with a multi-vitamin
to fill any gaps in their daily diet.
If we are doing our job in the ar-
eas of maintaining a healthy deer
density, providing high-quality,
year-round food plots, and im-
proving habitat for cover and
continue to the next page

e Grow A Healthier Herd
e Attract Deer

In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry
pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Made In Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

Joel McDonald has an unusal side
racked buck fro bow hunting.

Park Center Sporting Goods, Rainelle WV Holly River Grocery, Hacker Valley WV Re-creations Taxidermy El-
kins WV Valley Bend Valley Muffler & Brake, Parkersburg WV Smokin Musket Outdoors, Bloomery WV Carol’s
Store, Bergoo WV PC Outdoors, Crab Orchard WV The Y Country Store, Walkersville WV Tri County Arms &
Archery, Petersburg WV Knobley Farms Sport Shop, New Creek WV Freedom Ag, Buckhannon WV Southern
States, Elkins WV Freedom Ag, Gassaway WV  Hardman’s Hardware, Glenville WV Home Warehouse Inc.,
Uniontown PA  Mountaineer Gun & Tackle, Man WV Southern States, Philippi WV Jane Lew Home Center,
Jane Lew WV BFS Farm & Home (Southern States), Morgantown WV Kirkendoll's Pay Pond, Oceana WV
Freedom Ag, Ronceverte WV Hall's Feed & Farm Supply, Pennsboro WV Jowar Feed & Supply, Laeger WV
Southern States, Summersville WV Liggett's Supply, Mill Creek WV Allegheny Industrial Supply, Bridgeport
WV Broken Wheel Campground, Weston WV
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Located In Ravenswood, WV - Order Online
eMail: sales@bosgunshop.com

. [90SFUNSNOP.COM

safety, providing minerals is just
another tool for you to utilize for
an overall healthier herd.

During the velvet or growing
stages, antlers are comprised of
around 80-percent proteins and
the remaining 20-percent mostly
macro minerals, chiefly phospho-
rous and calcium.

It only makes sense that if we are
going to plant food plots and im-
prove native browse to increase
the protein percentage in their
diet, we should also provide our
deer with a mineral supplement

Jordan Hicks used a bow in
Wayne Co. for a tall tined buck.

that mimics their antler make-up
and skeletal needs. Chelated and
organic minerals are more effi-
ciently absorbed through the use
of high quality yeast to improve
rumen function. e.

By improving digestibility and
retention of protein and minerals,
more key nutrients are available
for antler growth and body health.
Directions for using are pretty
straightforward. Typically heavi-
er soil is better than sand and a
shaded area is better than full sun.
Clear the ground of debris and dig
a small trench 3-6 inches deep
and around 2 feet in length, pour
in the minerals and blend with dirt
that was removed.

These mineral sites should ide-
ally be established during the late
winter before spring green up, but
can be applied anytime. Your deer
will use it when they need it.

There are rare cases where a buck
does not shed his antlers, and in-
stead keeps a velvet-covered rack
that continually grows throughout
the year. The condition is referred
to as cryptorchidism. These “cac-
tus bucks” are usually the result
Jan/Feb 2025 ~ Page 15

of an injury or castration of the
testes which alters their testoster-
one levels. An older-aged buck
that has a testes injury or castra-
tion while he is hard antler will
likely shed his antlers early due to
the sharp decrease in testosterone
production. The following season
the buck can grow a rack that is
permanent and stays velvet-cov-
ered.

Look on page 14 for the P & R
Whitetail Supreme ad. Numerous
locations are listed in the ad for
dealers carrying their products
here in WV.

Justin Crockett, from Wayne, ar-
rowed a huge 14 point buck.



Snowshoe Hares
In WV

In the quiet, snowy forests of
West Virginia, the elusive snow-
shoe hare can be found hopping
across the landscape. Known
for their white seasonal coat and
oversized feet, this remarkable
small game species plays an im-
portant role in our state’s high-el-
evation ecosystems. However,
little is known about their popu-
lation here. That’s why WVDNR
biologists and researchers at West
Virginia University have teamed
up to shine a light on this secre-
tive species.

THE UNIQUE TRAITS OF
SNOWSHOE HARES

Studying the unique character-
istics and behaviors of snowshoe
hares is the first step in under-
standing their story. Snowshoe
hares are uniquely adapted to
their  high-elevation habitats,
which helps them stay warm and
evade predators in the winter.
These creatures have a seasonal
white coat and large, fur-covered
hind feet that help them move
across snowy terrain. They inhab-
it forested spruce areas with dense
understory vegetation like rhodo-

==
ALz

Gg F,‘%/ B0A47S

OUTBOARD

www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

YAMAHA
SUZUKI

Authorized
Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

dendron thickets, relying on these
for cover instead of burrows.
Their nocturnal diet shifts with
the seasons, ranging from green
leaves and berries in summer to
twigs and buds in winter.
Snowshoe hares play a vital role

in their ecosystem as both a prey
species and a habitat indicator.
They support predator popula-
tions, including bobcats, foxes,
and birds of prey, and help shape
plant communities by feeding on
continue to the next page

Aden Edwars shot a nice 8 point
buck in Wirt County.

JAC KSON
COUNTY
PAWN

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans
NEW & USED GUNS

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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vegetation, which promotes forest
regeneration. Tracking their pop-
ulations provides insights into the
health of high-elevation ecosys-
tems, as changes in hare numbers
can indicate shifts in habitat con-
ditions or broader environmental
changes.
A LEGACY OF CONSERVA-
TION

Snowshoe hares are native to
West Virginia, inhabiting the
southernmost extent of their
range. Conservation efforts began
as early as 1949 when hares were

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP

NEW & USED GUNS ¢ FISHING « AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

restocked from Wisconsin to bol-
ster populations. Mapping proj-
ects in the 1960s provided a his-
torical baseline for tracking their
distribution.

Today, however, there are still
many unanswered questions
about the population density and

habitat use of snowshoe hares
in the state. WVDNR and WVU
are addressing these questions
through an ambitious multi-year
research project aimed to under-
stand the species.

Game propagation and restock-

continue to the next page

Emma Carr used her bow for a
Randolph County black bear.

Bentley Armstrong hunted in
Gilmer Co. for his 9 point buck.

Jimmie Houston @ 7:00PM

Doors open at 3:30 PM

(Deer meats, Bear, Squirrel,
Quail, Groundhog, Coon,
Beaver, Alligator, Boar,
Rabbit, Turtle Soup & more)

Tickets Available
NOW At The Church

SPORTSMANS EXPO

February 1, 2025 $15 Donation

Fairlawn Baptist Church
215 Fairlawn Drive
PARKERSBURG, WV 26101
INFO: 304-863-6782 or 304-588-5963

27 Vendors, Dinner, Wild Game Tasting, Break-

Out Sessions, Outdoor Speakers, Indoor Turkey

Shoot with $10 bill prizes, 6 Grand Prizes and ~
30 other prizes!

- 6 Grand Prizes: 28 Gun Safe,

20 Ga Shotgun, Crossbow, Portable Generator, 12° Jonboat

Guest Speaker - Bass Legend
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FREE ONLINE wwwWVASPORTSMAN.NET Back Issues Back To 2006

ing was a normal practice by nat-
ural resource agencies in the early
20th century. The West Virginia
Wildlife Center was established
to support that practice so such re-
stocking wasn’t unique for snow-
shoe hares and other game species
such as quail, turkey, and deer. By
the mid-20th century, a shift to fo-
cusing on protection and enhance-

ment of wildlife habitat eliminat-
ed the practice of restocking..
Snowshoe hares at the trailing
edge of their range likely always
existed at naturally low densities,
and therefore, may not be subject
to the same population boom-bust
cycles seen in the rest of its range.
MODERN RESEARCH TECH-
NIQUES UNVEIL NEW IN-

2025 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

SIGHTS

Since January 2023, researchers
have employed innovative meth-
ods to learn more about snowshoe
hares. By analyzing fecal pellets
collected from historic habitats
throughout the year, scientists
can estimate hare populations
using genetic markers. These ge-
netic signatures reveal individual
hares, giving a clearer picture of
their numbers and locations. Hab-
itat data was also collected from
many locations during a variety of
seasons. This data helps research-
ers better understand the avail-
ability of resources and any ef-
fects of change to the understory.

Combined, these techniques offer
continue to page 20
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Snowshoe hares are found in WV.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience Items
Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV’s Largest Tackle Store

Rapala ¢ Molix ¢ X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
13 Fishing « KW ¢« Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel « Bandit « 6th Sense
Bomber « Megabass ¢ Jackall « Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC « Savage Gear ¢ Bio Bait « Live Target » Crunchcity « Roboworm
Goggan * Lunkerhunt « Sufix * Lucky Strike » Reaction * KVD « Rage
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle « Venom ¢ Gulp « Seagar ¢ P Line « & MORE!

Trout Reels « Rods « Tackle
Gun Accessories = Clothing

FFS

Trapping and much more! LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING
OPEN - 7 Days A Week SONAR BAITS
OVER LINE REELS
N
4000
RODS
RODS: MOLIX - LEW’S
CASHION « BERKLEY
FENWICK « ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO « G LOOMIS « HALO
MADKATZ - ST. CROIX TROUT
PENN « DAIWA « OUTLAW
L I VE B A I T COOLERS PLASTICS
Minnows ¢ Worms ¢ Mealworms
220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES
@RANKAHT@ SMUTTY DOG « LEOPARDIS CRANE
: « TYRANT + LLUNGEN « BITE BACK
Just Outside Of Parkersburg JONES « BOGGS * MYERS
COBB’S - RED OCTOBER
_13520 Emerson Ave. HOTTAIL & MORE
Williamstown, WV 26187
o OnRT. 2
Ohio River Outdoors LLC

On Facebook

304-916-1800

3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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an in-depth look at the species’
distribution, genetics and habitat
preferences.

Understanding the basic pop-
ulation trends of a culturally
significant small game species,
like hares, is crucial when tack-
ling broader challenges such
as climate change and disease
outbreaks. One such concern is
Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Vi-
rus serotype type 2 (RHDV-2),
a highly contagious virus that
affects both wild and domestic
rabbits.While lab studies suggest
hares might be less vulnerable to
this disease compared to cotton-
tails, this hasn’t been studied in
wild populations. RHDV-2 was
first identified in U.S. domestic
rabbits in 2018 and in wild rabbits
in the southwestern U.S. by 2020.
Although the virus hasn’t been
found in West Virginia, stepping
up disease monitoring could help
detect it early and guide effective
management strategies.

Population density studies are
also essential because they show
how animals use their habitat and
how available resources meet
their needs. This information

Building A
Hurricane, WV
304-397-3200

1211 Liberty Park Drive

* Free Hot Breakfast

* Free WiFi

* Pet Friendly

24 Hour Front Desk

e Qutside Electric

e Fitness Center

* Meeting Room

* Nearby Attractions

Mardi Gras Casino

Ridenour Lake
Shopping Plaza

helps wildlife managers create
and improve young forest habi-
tats, which benefit hares and oth-
er game species. Additionally,
knowing where these animals live
helps managers anticipate how
they might react to future climate
changes, ensuring better long-
term conservation strategies.
BE PART OF THE CONSERVA-
TION STORY

West Virginia’s snowshoe hares
are a vital part of our state’s nat-
ural heritage, and understanding
their story helps us protect their
habitats for generations to come.
Stay updated on WVDNR’s re-
search efforts and consider sup-

porting wildlife conservation ini-
tiatives through license purchases
and donations.

Richard Sprouse used a muzzle-
loader for a Wood Co. buck.

LAKE YIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

e A/IC e Easy Access

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

e TV - DVD e Great View Of Lake
- Barbecue Grill e Fully Equipped Kitchen
e Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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108 Chemistry Drive/ 5 Lane

ELKINS, WV
26241

304-636-7732 y\y elkinsmotorsports.net
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2025 Hunting, Trapping & Fishing Licenses

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— The West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources (WVDNR) to-
day announced that annual hunt-
ing, trapping and fishing licenses
and stamps for the 2025 seasons
are now available to purchase on-
line at WVhunt.com.

“A West Virginia hunting and
fishing license is your ticket to
unforgettable adventures in the
Mountain State,” said WVD-
NR Director Brett McMillion.
“Whether you’re renewing your
annual license and stamps or pur-

chasing a lifetime license for your
kids or grandkids, buying your
hunting, trapping and fishing li-
censes and stamps has never been
more convenient.”

Annual hunting, trapping and
fishing licenses and stamps are
good for the calendar year and
may be purchased online at
WVhunt.com. All licensed hunt-
ers must carry a valid form of
photo identification while hunt-
ing and trapping. To learn more
about the WVDNR’s 2025 license
products, visit WVdnr.gov/2025-
license-guide.

Stephanie Birchfield used a gun in
Mason County for her buck.

Zayn Hooper got a 9 point buck in
Wood County.

WVDNR Promotes Gift the Out-
doors Holiday Guide

In addition to encouraging hunt-
ers, trappers and anglers to renew
their 2025 licenses and stamps
early, the WVDNR is promoting
digital gift certificates, online
lifetime licenses and collectible
license cards as part of its annual
Gift the Outdoors holiday cam-
paign.

The gift guide includes the fol-
lowing hunting, fishing and out-
doors-related gift ideas:

WVDNR Gift Certificates: Can
be used to purchase licenses,
stamps and other hunting and
fishing privileges.

West Virginia Lifetime Licenses:
A timeless gift for children and
grandchildren, providing a life-
time of hunting and fishing ad-
ventures.

Wonderful West Virginia Maga-
zine Subscriptions: This flagship
publication of the WVDNR fea-
tures immersive storytelling and
breathtaking photos that celebrate
the natural beauty of West Virgin-
ia.

To learn more about these holi-
day gift options, WVdnr.gov/gift-
2024.

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional

information, and policies. A50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

+ All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

+ Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

« Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

« Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

+ Accessible cabin available.

« Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

* Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

« Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

* Open 365 days a year

* Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

+ Join the fun this year.
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM  West v trgestyara sae s crampinshi

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he I-‘e ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made 304-269-7328

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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Hard Lessons Learned On Gun Safety

When | was a little boy, my dad
was always teaching me gun safe-
ty, and when you are small, you
really don't pay a lot of attention.
When | was a teenager, dad made
the point a little stronger. He said
boy, if | ever come by and we're

Hannah Hughes had gun buck
success in Jackson County.

hunting and your safety is off
your gun, you are going to have a
very very bad day. Was that tough
love, probably, but believe me,
I checked my safety often and I
taught it to my grandchildren.

Dad was from the old school,
where actions, speak louder than
words.

| remember when | was a teen-
ager, and we did not have any
heat in the house. The water in
the water bucket was froze, but
you could always get a little out.
My dad said Donnie, time to get
up for school. I just laid there and
went back to sleep. The next thing
I know | have ice cold water go-
ing down the back of my neck.
That was the worst feeling that |
had ever had. He took a dipper of
that half frozen water and just let
a few drops go down the back of
my neck. From then on all he had

By Don Lilly, Sutton WV

to do was just rattle the dipper in
the bucket and | jumped to my
feet.
Dad probably taught me the
continue to page 26

Cy Watterson hunted in Mason
County for an 11 point buck.

Stonewall
Classic

$1,000

Guaranteed
1st Place

September
13& 14

$125 Entl’y = Covers Both Days
$10 Daily Big Bass = $145 Total
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily*

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp
Bass Sportsman
Team Bass Tournament

Lewis County Visitors Bureau

* 6 FISH LIMIT

ALL 6 CAN BE OVER 18"

« Complete Rules Given

At Event
36 Boat
VANDALIA RAMP Limit
| 79 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out .
Mail In $20 By 9/8 To
7AM - 4PM Hold Boat Number
Both Days Pay The CASH
ENTER NOW Balance At The Ramp

» Hold Your Boat Number
TOURNAMENT INFO - 304-482-7217

Lodging Info 304-269-7328

Wright’s Riverside Marine
304-684-2850 St. Marys, WV

Mail to: Bass Sportsman
P.0O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

Clip Out And Mail In - $20

Partner

One Phone #

Stonewall Classic
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U10 PRO You're preparing for a big hunt in big country. Better hunt down a big value

$16,999*

first. The all-new U10 Pro utility side-by-side delivers big capacity with a
powerful 963cc V-twin, 1,000-Ib. dumping cargo box, and a 3-person bench
seat. Throw in standard features like electronic power steering, a 4,500 Ib.
winch, aluminum rims, roof, and a large CFMOTO RideSync™ TFT display.
Now that’s what you call a big value.

And if you want to add accessories, stop CFEMOTO

*Plus freight and setup. by our store and find out how. experience more fogether
ROY'S RV SUPERCENTER & POWERSPORTS
3437 Beverly Pike

Elkins, WV 26241
1-800-447-7697 www.roysrv.com

MSRP

$17,449*

CAMO MODEL MSRP

WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner’s Manual and all product labels before operating.
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating.
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2025 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

www.F'OySrv.com
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the greatest object lesson about
gun safety accidentally. | learned
a lesson that I would never forget.
Let me tell you the story.

My father kept me in the woods
or fishing almost every weekend
and sometimes even during the
week until I was in my 20s. Fi-
nally, one day, I said dad, I'm not
going with you this weekend and
it like shocked him. I told him,
you know, I'm 20 years old and
basically never had a girlfriend,
I have spend it all with you out-

Jessica Shutts used a crossbow for
an 8 point Wood Co. buck.

Alexa Cunningham has a great
buck. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

doors. Dad looked at me and said,
boy, are you afraid you're going to
miss out on something, and | said
yes.

He never said another word.

| got on with my life and most
of it was getting in trouble. He
continued with his, just like he
had done since he was a little boy,
trapping, hunting and fishing.
He was a avid outdoorsman and
was that way up into his death at
87 years old.

What was the great lesson |
learned?

When | was a teenager, dad and |
were hunting late one evening, we
were in a huge field with trees, he
said you go over there about 100
yards away and find a good spot
and I will go this way to where we
can still see each other. We'll see
if we can get us a nice buck.

200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout 9 %

Tube Rentals @
] ®®

Cable TV
\\
o .
L,
US Rt 33

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

I could see him setting over in
the field, with his favorite gun,
continue to the next page

Send In Your Big Game
Photos from 2024
Form Is On Page 38

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning « Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp -
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro « Mike’s » Joe’s Flies ¢ Berkley

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

Carhart - Scentbloc

5AM to 6PM
7 Days A Week

Minnows ¢ Wax Worms

Night Crawlers & More
LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Locally Owned

WE BUY LAND
AND
MINERAL RIGHTS

304.623.LAND

TenmileLand.com

he nicknamed it "Old Sweetie."
For some reason, my dad always
thought that gun just fell out of
heaven one day. It was a 6 MM,
Model 742 auto Remington.
I probably could not count all
the deer that he and | put on the
ground with it.

We were hunting in a place called
Sugar Grove, WV.

It was about dark and | heard
what sounded like a incoming
mortar round, it made the weird-
est sound. There was a little bang
and then a big bang, | looked over
in the middle of the field and there
was my dad laid out on his back. |
felt sure he was dead. | was dread-
ing going to see.

Running over there | discov-
ered that he was out cold and his
face and eyes were full of dirt, 1
wallered him around and finally
got him setting up. I tried to clean
the dirt out of his eyes so he could
see and he was bleeding from the
explosion.

What happened was, he had put
the barrel of the gun in or near the

ground and was bent over facing

the ground, he used it as a cane
to get up, and evidently with the
safety off, pulled the trigger. It
blowed him about 4 feet away,
there was a hole in the ground
about the size of a water bucket

To make things worse, it had
blown a rock about the size of
two of your feet out and was lay-
ing about 5 feet away. It appeared
it had hit him in the upper body,
but didn’t look like anything was
broke.

Once | got him where he could

talk, the only thing he could say
was, can you believe what a hole
Old Sweetie blowed, just imagine
if that was a deer. Yes, Old Sweet-
ie had done it again. He was so
proud of that gun. lol

Far as | know, we never men-
tioned it again, not even to mom.

Before he died, | had the gun en-
graved with a gold tag that said,
“Old Sweetie”

| often wondered what he

would've said, if I would've said,

Cameron Hurst’s 1st buck came

from Wood County.
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Mathew Owens hunted in Wood
County for a great buck.



Welcome
Create a new family tradition at Hunter
Ridge Wing & Clay located in wild &
wonderful Rock Cave, West Virginia.
We have created a one-of-a-kind
bird hunting experience by developing
many unigue hunting zones to meet
the needs of all skill levels. Hunt along
fence rows, food plots, and native
prairie grasses, or try our more

Tower Shoot and Chili Cook-off challenging course through the woods!

In recognition of Clyde and Bill's outstanding dedication Bir.d hunt. with one (?f our expgriencgd
and hard work, we are excited to announce a special ~ guides with professionally trained bird
event: a Tower Shoot accompanied by a Chili Cook-Off on  dogs or go to the field with family and

February 1st. The Tower Shoot will kick off at 10:00 friends in pursuit of ring neck pheasant,

AM, followed by the Chili Cook-Off starting at noon. chukar partridge or a combination.
We invite you to participate in this celebratory event. The .
entry fee for the Tower Shoot is $130 per hunter, and a 412 Hunter Ridge Road
50% deposit is required at the time of registration. Crawford, WV 26343
Deposits can be conveniently made via credit card. A
$150 money bird will be released in the Tower Shoot. 304'997'3204

View Us Online Or On Facebook For More Information

Onsite

CABIN RENTAL
Available

Bring Your Dog Or Use Ours

Bird Cleaning
Breasted Only $2.50
Breasted & Bagged $3
] Yearly Memberships
Pheasants $30 per bird Continental Hunt Available
Chukars $24 per bird $25 per Pheasant Hours:

www.hunterridge.net Mon'o et a4
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French Creek Freddie Groundhog Day

WEST  VIRGINIA'S 2025
GROUNDHOG DAY CELE-
BRATION IS SCHEDULED
FOR FEB. 2

You might know French Creek

Freddie as West Virginia’s most
popular weather-predicting
groundhog, but do you know the
story of how Freddie started fore-
casting or how he got his name?
Get ready for the Groundhog Day
celebration at the West Virginia
State Wildlife Center on Feb. 2
by checking out these interesting
facts about Freddie.

THE FIRST GROUNDHOG

Young Chase Martin got a buck

in Braxton Co. Photo courtesy of WV
Wild Outdoors in Birch River.

Mike Murray hunted in Wirt Co.
Photo courtesy of Crossroads General
Store in Walker.

DAY PREDICTIONS WERE
MADE BY BADGERS

The origins of Groundhog Day
traces back to Candlemas Day,
the traditional conclusion to the
Christmas-Epiphany season when
clergy would bless and distribute
candles. Due to Candlemas occur-
ring at the beginning of February,
many people used the holiday to
predict spring’s arrival. The Ger-
mans added to the tradition by
giving the weather-predicting du-

+ Smith & Wesson « Savage

3
)
=
o
=
=
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- Taurus

- Bersa

Ruger - Glock - Benelli

ties to the badger. They believed
that if the sun appeared on Candle-
mas Day, the badger would cast a
shadow and that six more weeks
of bad weather would follow. It
wasn’t until German settlers came
to America that the groundhog
became the weather-predicting
animal of choice.
WEST VIRGINIA'S GROUND-
HOG DAY STARTED IN 1978
The modern Groundhog Day
continue to the next page

Remington « Winchester « Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Rossi

GUNS & AMMO

PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Park Center

RAINELLE; WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily

12:30PM to 5PM Sun
CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
* BARNETTE « BEAR « KILLER

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock INSTINCT « TEN POINT

COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS
* HOYT « BEAR

It's FISHING seaon
Stop By For Tackle

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT
SAFES « KNIVES

Thermal

Scopes:
N-Vision AGM
Pulsar iRay

Class 3 Dealer

Silencers

A11aqIT « YT « UIJRIA « Y231ZRIg « 80N0Y « B18gSSON « AIUBH « 12)81IN0 « IYyouR.IH

Kimber ¢ Liberty & Surelock Safes ¢ Traditions « CVA
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celebration was started in the
1800s by German farmers liv-
ing in Pennsylvania, not far from
where Freddie’s cousin, Punxsut-
awney Phil, makes his own pre-
diction each year.

West Virginia’s French Creek
Freddie didn’t come onto the
scene until more than a century
later. In 1978, Freddie’s weath-
er-predicting career started when
former West Virginia State Wild-
life Center Superintendent Bill
Vanscoy responded to a reporter
on Groundhog Day if there was
a groundhog on site and if it had
seen its shadow.

“l don’t remember what 1 told
him, but it was whatever was ap-
propriate to the weather we were
having. Anyway, he asked me
what the groundhog’s name was.
I don’t know what possessed me
to do it but I skipped the usual
lecture on why we don’t name
animals and said his name was
French Creek Freddie. It went out
on The Associated Press wire and
soon we were getting calls from
all over the county. Every year
now, people from newspapers and
TV stations come out on Ground-
hog Day and we kick a ground-
hog out of its den for the cameras.

Clayton Mills used a muzzleload-
er in Wirt Co. for a huge buck.

It’s harmless fun and it comes at a
time of the year when people need
some cheering up.”
FRENCH CREEK FREDDIE’S
PREDICTIONS ARE 50-50

In the past 40 years, Freddie’s
forecasts have an accuracy rate of
about 50 percent. On Groundhog
Day 2024, the weather was cold,
cloudy and snowy. So, Freddie
did not see his shadow when he
emerged from his den and predict-

Doody Cook hooked a huge spot-
ted bass at RD Bailey Lake.

ed an early spring. While the av-
erage daily high in February 2024
was 39 degrees, the temperature
didn’t warm up until May. The
average daily temperature was 46
degrees in March and 54 degrees
in April.

Freddie also has the help of the
National Weather Service, which
has an official weather observa-
tion station at the West Virginia
State Wildlife Center. The NWS
has high-tech instruments to mea-
sure rain or snow and temperature
recordings in the area, which are
recorded and submitted daily by
wildlife center staff.

FUN FACTSABOUT GROUND-
HOGS

Groundhogs, also known as
woodchucks or whistle-pigs, are
the largest animal in the squir-
rel family. They whistle when
alarmed and in the spring when
they begin courting. Groundhogs

continue to the next page

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden ¢ Super Duper ¢ Strike King
Berkley « Mepps * Owner « Zoom * Yum *« Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn « Zoom « Trout Magnet « Eagle Claw ¢ Daiwa
Cabin Creek « Shakespeare ¢ St. Croix ¢ Zebco ¢ Case

Ugly Stik » Gitzit « Rebel » Heddon * Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies « Musky Tackle « Marine Products
1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Crab Orchard, WV

PSE Bear
Killer Instinct Barnett

Hoodoo

Kayaks
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have short ears, a short tail and
short legs, but are surprisingly
quick. And their jaws are excep-
tionally strong. Their teeth never
stop growing. Groundhogs eat
grass, berries, vegetables, grass-
hoppers, insects and snails.
Groundhogs are one of the few
animals that truly hibernate, a
deep sleep or coma-like state
where an animal’s body tem-
perature drops to a few degrees
above freezing and their heart and
breathing nearly stops.
Groundhogs are excellent swim-
mers, tree climbers and burrow-
ers. They can move more than
700 pounds of dirt when digging
a burrow or den used for sleeping,
hibernating and caring for cubs.

Young groundhogs are usually
born in mid-April or May. By July
they can go out on their own. The
size of the typical groundhog lit-
ter is four to nine.
VISIT FRENCH CREEK FRED-
DIE AT THE WEST VIRGINIA
STATE WILDLIFE CENTER
The West Virginia Wildlife Cen-
ter in Upshur County is home to
French Creek Freddie and nearly
30 different species of West Vir-
giniamammals, birds and reptiles.

Send In Your

BIG GAME PICS
From 2024
Form Is On Page 38

Visiting this 338-acre facility is
perfect for a fun and educational
family outing.

Cecily Groves, from Morgan-
town, has a quality buck.

FREE ONLINE www.WVasportsman.net Back Issues Back to 2006

Jan/Feb 2025 ~ Page 31



2024 Buck Season Results

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
The West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
today announced preliminary har-
vest numbers for the state’s buck
firearms season.

According to preliminary data,
collected through the WVDNR’s
electronic game check system,
hunters in West Virginia harvest-
ed 41,090 antlered deer during the
state’s two-week buck firearms
season, which ran from Nov. 25
to Dec. 8. The 2024 total harvest
is slightly below the five-year av-
erage of 43,143.

The top 10 counties for the 2024
buck harvest were Greenbrier
(1,742), Randolph (1,564), Pres-
ton (1,557), Pendleton (1,317),
Jackson (1,277), Pocahontas
(1,259), Ritchie (1,219), Hamp-
shire (1,218), Hardy (1,178) and

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

Danner
Lacrosse

Vortex
Camo Clothing « Tree Stands
Ammunition
Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows
Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Grant (1,169). Counties where
buck firearms season harvests in-
creased compared to 2023 include
Barbour, Cabell, Doddridge,
Hancock, Hampshire, Jackson,
Mason, Mineral, Morgan, Poca-
hontas, Preston, Putnam, Ritchie,
Tucker, Tyler, Upshur, Webster,
Wetzel and Wood counties.
Additional Deer Hunting Oppor-
tunities

The WVDNR reminds hunters
that the Mountaineer Heritage
Season for deer, bear, and turkey
will take place from January 9
to January 12. This special sea-
son offers hunters an additional
opportunity to pursue big game
while celebrating the outdoor
traditions that have shaped West
Virginia's culture and history. The
season is open statewide in all 55
counties. Hunters may only use
primitive-style weapons, such
as longbows, recurve bows, and
muzzleloading black powder ri-
fles or pistols with flint-lock or
percussion cap actions. Howev-
er, in Logan, McDowell, Min-
go, and Wyoming counties, only
longbows and recurve bows are

Griffin Beaver used his crossbow

for his whitetail buck.
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Convenience Store  Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies ¢ Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 [H\VI=R:INN)

permitted. Modern muzzleloaders
equipped with scopes are prohib-
ited statewide during this season.

To learn more about Mountain-
eer Heritage Season and other
hunting opportunities, hunters
are encouraged to consult the
2024-2025 Hunting and Trapping
Regulations Summary, available
to download at WVdnr.gov/hunt-
ing-regulations

Mathew Pierce hunted in Wyo-
ming Co. for a quality 13 point.

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

» 304-824-3745 .. 4
. Over 56 Years g{lﬁ

Experience

BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE



36th
Annual

West Virginia
FHunting and
January 24-25-26 2025

Friday 12 Noon to 9 PM
Saturday 9 AM to 9 PM
Sunday 9 AM to 5 PM

Charleston Convention Center

Show

West Virginia Whitetall Hall of Fame
Auction - & PV Saturday

Adult Admission $12.00
Children Under 12 FREE
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LEESON'S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES « FINANCE « PARTS « SERVICE
www.leesonsmotors.com 320 WeSt Maln Stl’eet
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carhon Crossbow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

One Block Off Main Street

New & Used 34 Rebecca Street
Motorcycles SHINNSTON,WV
ATV & UTV's

304-371-3065

2024 Fall Turkey Hunting Results

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— The West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
announced today that hunters
harvested 17 percent more fall
turkeys in 2024 compared to last
year.

“West Virginiais truly a top desti-
nation for turkey hunting, and our
thriving turkey populations are a
testament to the success of sus-
tainable wildlife management,”
said WVDNR Director Brett Mc-
Million. “These efforts ensure
that hunters, whether seasoned or
just starting out, can continue to
enjoy abundant opportunities for
years to come. We encourage ev-
eryone to experience the incred-
ible hunting opportunities our
state has to offer by purchasing a
2025 license and planning a trip
in the new year.”

According to preliminary hunt-
ing data from the WVDNR’s
electronic licensing and game
checking system, fall turkey hunt-
ers harvested 1,130 birds in 2024

HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

compared to 967 birds in 2023.  Fall turkey harvest numbers
The fall 2024 harvest was also 17 are influenced by hunter partic-
percent above the five-year aver- ipation, but also depend on the
age (968 birds) and similar to the coninue to the next page
10-year average (1,132 birds).
Although fewer counties have a
two-week season this year due
to a lower spring harvest, the fall
harvest was consistent with long-
term averages.

Mike Persinger hunted in Clay
County for a nice 8 point buck.

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

Kiarra Collins brought in a 10

point. Photo courtesy of Crossroads
General Store in Walker.

Gasoline LIVE
CRISS SALES & SERVICE ~ Husqvarna WV Lottery & Poerball
N (304) Shindaiwa Nightcrawlers
& More and More.

s 472-1474
) ‘_ OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm-

Ta P, Sun 7am to 9pm
= 304-472-5132 °

Lawn & Garden
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current year’s brood produc-
tion and mast conditions. This
year’s brood survey results
were 4.5 percent above last
year’s and 5.1 percent above
the five-year average, indicat-
ing that the 2024 harvest might
be slightly above last year’s
harvest.

Five out of six districts report-
ed increased fall turkey harvest
compared to last year. District
3 had the highest harvest with
289 birds, followed by District
1 with 191, District 4 with 180,
District 2 with 169, District 5
with 160 and District 6 with
141.

Counties with the most har-
vests were Randolph County
(77), Nicholas (66), Greenbrier
(57), Pocahontas (53) and Ma-
son (41). All of these counties
except Mason County had a
four-week season.

All hunters 15 and older are
required to have a valid West
Virginia hunting license and
valid form of identification
while hunting, which can be
purchased at license agents
across the state or online.

Cooper Hall bagged a nice 9 pont
buck in Ritchie County.

OUTDOOR
304

1095 Crim Ave
Belington, WV
304-704-9371

New & Used Guns
Fishing Tackle

PAWN

MACHINE GUN RENTALS

MACHINE GUNS
AVAILABLE

THOMPSON 1928 Al .45
AR 15 .556
H&K MP5 SMM
AR 15 .22LR
AK-47 7.62X39
AR 15 7.62X39
M2 CARBINE .30
PPS-43 7.62X25

VIEW US ON FACEBOOK @
1776 Indoor Pistol Range

7 SHOOTING LANES
BRING YOUR GUN
OR RENT OURS

PISTOL
RENTALS

Jan/Feb 2025 ~ Page 35




Muskie Expo

Koontz Gym
107 Koontz Ave.

Clendenin, WV

10am to 5pm
$5 Admission

FREE Women and Under 14
DOOR PRIZES - AUCTION

Sat. Feb 8, 2025

Many Exhibitors
Muskie Tackle

Vendor Space Available
Set-Up 8am to 10am

CALL: Mark Shafer 681-945-5801

JE White 304-549-4327 Joel Miller 304-532-6254

Updated Fishing Regulations

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— The West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
today announced the availability
of the state’s 2025 Fishing Reg-
ulations Summary, which can be
downloaded for free at Wvdnr.
gov/fishing-regulations.
“Reviewing the updated Fishing
Regulations Summary each year
is an important step for anglers
to stay informed about the rules
that preserve the quality of our
state’s world-class fisheries,” said
WVDNR Director Brett McMil-
lion. “As we approach the new

year, | encourage everyone to
download a copy and renew their
licenses early, so they’re ready to
cast their lines come January 1.”
West Virginia’s updated fishing
regulations will go into effect on
Jan. 1. Anglers are encouraged to
review the full updated summary
and make note of new regulations,
which include:
The daily creel limit on Elk Fork,
North Bend, O’Brien and Wood-
rum lakes is six for black bass
(smallmouth, spotted and large-
mouth). Only one fish may ex-
continue to the next page

Brayden Higgenbottom got his
first deer with a gun this season.

Jeb Short had success with a rifle

for a nice whitetail buck.
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Bass Sportsman
2025

ENTER
AT THE RAMP

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7AM.TO 4 PM. FORALL
* 6 FISH LIMIT
» OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES
OPEN TO ALL TEAMS

INFO: 304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com

Stonewall - Vandalia
April 27
Stonewall - Vandalia
May 25
Stonewall - Vandalia
June 22
Stonewall - Vandalia
July 20
Stonewall - Vandalia

August 24

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Ranger & Triton Boats
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Lewis Counwty CVB

stonewallcountry.com
Lodging Info
304-269-7328




GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING TACKLE

SIS ERULEREE TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

Co. for a dandy whitetail buck.

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

Katlyn French got a monster buck
in Putnam County.

304-758-2150

DEER PROCESSING
www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED

Lester McLaughlin, 77 years old, WWW. mountal nS|deWV. COm

scored a nice Clay County buck.
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304-439-5329

RICKS

TAXIDERMY

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime
44 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

DA
Accepting Major Credit Cards
Full Time/Award Winning Master

Taxidermist Rick Dunlap

Www.wvasportsman.net
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WORD SEARCH

Audra ¢ Babcock ¢ Beartown ¢ Bluestone ¢ Cass « Kumbrabow

Cathedral » Sandstone « Tomlinson « Tygart « Grandview ¢ Piney

Gauley « Stonecoal « Deckers ¢ Shavers « Tenmile « Hughes » Boggs

Beaver » Hardin ¢ Whiteoak e Saltlick « Gandy ¢ Holbert « Grave

Greens » Dunkard ¢ Bosley ¢ Kings  Mercer ¢ Buffalo « Muddy

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

Keith Holland used a compound for
a huge Pleasants Co. black bear.

CLIP OUT TO MAIL

| Name

| e
| Address | ; NO
_ | R WVS
ciy | 55y DOES po Boxssa
| State Zip | Vienna, WV
| Fish Pound oz | TEXT 3@45425721[7 26105
!_Dfr_ S ghi —— _#Po_ints_T_ _! Photos Will Be Returned E-mail anSport@gma”Com

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2024.

Send Photo To:

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates
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NEW LARGER STORE

OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

RMTP is the mountain region’s premier
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade,
and pawn new and used guns and offer
gun repair services as well. We have
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the
areas largest selection of ammo. We
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns &
Ammo and increased our inventory.

LOTS OF AMMO

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm Closed Sunday

Anaconda & Python

“SNAKE”
GUNS IN STOCK

Type 7 FFL

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

View Us On richmountaintrading.com

FACEBOOK

RICH MOUNTAIN

~ TRADING & PAWN ~
ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399
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Q@ Ripley Q@ Mt. Morris
1350 Ripley Road 102 Free Soil Road,
Ripley, WV 25271 Mt. Morris, PA 15349
304-372-1323 878-223-1340

GRAND  DESIGN
RECREATIONAL ‘k’é’/' VEHICLES

NORTHEAST’S LARGEST FAMILY
OWNED DEALER NETWORK

CALEDONIA, NY « FARMINGTON, NY - WEBSTER, NY « BATH, NY - SYRACUSE, NY
* ALBANY, NY * HARRISBURG, PA - APOLLO, PA + MT. MORRIS, PA « SAYRE, PA

* BRANCHVILLE, NJ - ELLWOOD CITY, PA - MADISON, OH + JOPPA, MD - RIPLEY, WV

MEYERSRVS.COM
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