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e Sizes you can't find anywhere else!
(Exact and Nominal)

We offer floor plans ranging from intimate
one-bedroom log cabins to spacious six-
bedroom log homes, each showcasing a

3WV LocqtiOns variety of layouts and sizes.

0 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
® (304) 884-6646

@ 521 Hinkle Road, Fayetteville, WV 25840
O (304) 884-6647

0 372 Business Park Drive, Kenna, WV 25248
® (304) 532-8300

Ask us about our
pavilion packages.

N info@mountainstateloghomes.com

& - — —
@ www.mountainstateloghomes.com Q' 1-304-884-6646

Feb/March 2025 ~ Page 2



Advertise in the

ALSO FREE
ON THE

W. Va. SpOrtsman INTERNET

Promote Your Business Statewide
Advertise Special Sales and Events
Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

In Business
34 YEARS

LOW ADVERTISING RATES

1/15 Page....... $28
1/10 Page....... $39

6 WEEK

1/4 Page.......... $89
1/3 Page........ $105

1/6 Page........$65 RATEPRICES )5 page . $140

1/5 Page......... $72

2/3 Page........ $158
FULL PAGE INSIDE....$195

Magazine

Volume 34  Issue 322

Publisher and Editor
Mark A. Goudy

) DY\
COLOR EXTRA BACK PAGE................ $225 Contributing Editors
For Advertising Information In West Virginia Division Of
The Number One outdoor Natural Resources
RATES START AT. Publication In West Virginia No Subscriptions Offered
$28 for ® weeks W V(a:Ong(r:;man Printed Every Six Weeks
For This Size Ad - va. op W.Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
. P.O. Box 5521
Less Than A 63 Cents Vienna, WV 26105 Vienna, WV 26105
A Day! 304-482-7217 304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com

Email wvasport@gmail.com
www.wvasportsman.net
All Rights Reserved

Attention Bass Fishermen!

Cover Photo
Katie Brooks, from Cool
Ridge, won the 2024 Big Buck
Photo contest from the WV
DNR. Photos were selected by
random and winners were de-

Mail-List For Bass Tournaments °

In 2025

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

IN | Clip & Mail To: ined b ! of iud

| Name | Bass Sportsman termined by a panel of judges.
| | She has an option of a lifetime
Address P.O. Box 5521 hunting i

| | Vienna, WV WV hunting license or a stay at
[ city ST [ 26105 a WV State Park. Look for an
| | _ article on page 3.

| Zip email You can also email We are looking for big game
. _ - _; Wvasport@yahoo.com

pics. Form is on page 38.

FREE ONLINE www.wvasportsman.net
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WYV DNR Big Buck Contest

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— The West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
announced today the winners of
the state’s fourth annual Big Buck
Photo Contest during the opening
ceremony of the West Virginia
Hunting and Fishing Show at the
Charleston Coliseum and Con-
vention Center.

“West Virginia's hunting tradi-
tions are a big part of what makes
our state so special and the Big
Buck Photo Contest is just one of
the ways we celebrate that her-
itage,” said WVDNR Director
Brett McMillion. “I want to thank
everyone who participated in the

Stephanie Tinnel, from Nettie,
was a winner in the state contest.

contest because your contribu-
tions not only help us showcase
the excellent hunting opportuni-
ties in our state but will help us
keep our outdoor tradition alive
for generations to come."

The Big Buck Photo Contest,
which was sponsored again this
year by the WVDNR and West
Virginia Department of Tourism,
was open to resident and nonres-
ident youth and adult hunters. To
enter, hunters were required to
submit a photo with a buck they
harvested during a 2024 hunting
season along with a short account
of their hunt. Each entrant was
required to show proof of a valid
2024 West Virginia Hunting Li-
cense and had to include their per-
continue to the next page

200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout oc) %
Tube Rentals \‘@j
Cable TV 1\\.
. \< K \3J
S -
US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

Dylan Shaffer, from Belpre, OH,
got his non-resident deer in Wood
Co. in the state contest.

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVCE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
CROSSBOWS

.excauser Chelyan, WV
* 10 POINT 304,595,2699

*KILLER
INSTINCT
* RAVIN

Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm
Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

Ike Probst arrowed a Lewis Co.

buck. Photo courtesy of Mountaineer
RV and Outdoor Center in Jane Lew.

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

Specialized
Business
Insurance

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com
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check number.

Finalists were chosen by random
drawing from all eligible entries
and winners were selected by a
judging committee. Winning pho-
tos were selected based on photo
composition, size of the buck’s
antlers, number of antler points
and how well the hunt was de-
scribed.

The 16 winners included five res-
ident adults, five resident youths,
one non-resident youth and five
non-resident adults who were
selected from a list of more than
320 finalists. One resident adult
grand prize winner was selected
and will receive a lifetime hunting
license or a West Virginia State
Park cabin stay. The remaining
resident adults and non-resident
adult winners will receive a State
Park cabin stay or a Cabela’s prize
package. All youth winners will
receive a Cabela’s prize package.
Grand Prize Winner
— Katie Brooks — Cool Ridge,
W.Va.

Resident Adult Division Winners
— Sandy Blake — New Martins-
ville, W.Va.

— Jeromy Hauser — Walker,

W.Va.
continue to the next page

Youth contest winner Michael
Miller brought in a great buck.

GUN SHOW

Admission: $6 Weekend Pass $10
www.RANDRGUNSHOWS.COM

March 1-2, 2025
Clarksburg, WV
NATHAN GOFF

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
3 Armory Drive
Clarksburg, WV 26301

March 15 - 16, 2025
Summersville, WV
NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY/
CONVENTION CENTER
3 Armory Drive
Summersville, WV 26651
New Vendor
Information Below

R&R
SHOWS

View On Facebook
R&R WV Gunshows

April 5 & 6, 2025
ELKINS, WV,
PHIL GAINER

COMM CENTER
142 Robert E. Lee Ave
Elkins, WV 26250

April 12 - 13, 2025
Flatwoods, WV
DAYS INN
CONVENTION CENTER
305 Days Drive
Sutton, WV 26601

MORE DATES AND
LOCATIONS TO COME

R&R SHOW GUIDELINES

*YOU MAY BRING IN FIREARMS TO TRADE OR SELL BUT THEY MUST BE
UNLOADED AND WILL BE CHECKED AT THE FRONT GATE
* NO TRADING IN THE FRONT LOBBY AREA OR OUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING.
* CONCEALED CARRY MUST BE UNLOADED AND IT MUST REMAIN HOLSTERED.
* DO NOT BRING IN MORE THAN YOU CAN CARRY AT ONE TIME.
* CHILDREN ARE WELCOME BUT THEY MUST BE WITH AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.
* NO ONE UNDER THE AGE OF 18 IS PERMITTED TO HANDLE FIREARMS.

We are always looking for NEW Vendors for our various locations.
If you are interested, Please contact us at wwgunshows@gmail.com or fill

out the Vendor Registration Form on our Website and send us a message.
304-575-6895 304-575-6864
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304-269-6330

B&B PAWN SHOP

HUNDREDS

OF GUNS
STOCKED

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

PAWN - BUY
SELL - TRADE

» Musical Instruments
e Furniture
* Glassware
* Electronics

WE BUY ESTATES
13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET
ALUM BRIDGE, WV

— Gary Riley — Inwood, W.Va.

— Stephanie Tinnel — Nettie,
W.Va.

Resident Youth Division Winners
— Lilly Diule — Elkins, W.Va.

— Cambrie Legg — Winfield,
W.Va.

— Leevi Martin — Sutton, W.Va.
— Rayden Meade — Kermit,
W.Va.

— Michael Miller — Norman-
town, W.Va.
Non-Resident Youth Division

Winner
— Josie Shobe — Gallipolis, Ohio

FREE ONLINE

www.Wvasportsman.net

» Back Issues Back To 2006
» Stream Reports

Gary Riley, from Inwood, was a
winner in the adult contest.

Non-Resident Adult Division

Winners

— Xavier Aya-ay — Lutz, Fla.

— Jevon Miller — Miillersburg,

Ohio

— David Patton — Lincolnton,

N.C.

— Dylan Shaffer — Belpre, Ohio

— Wyatt Whitfield — Bedford, Pa.
For more information about

hunting and fishing in West Vir-

ginia and to purchase a 2025 li-

cense and stamps, visit W\Vdnr.

gov.

Jeromy Hauser, from Walker, was

a winner in the adult contest.

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles « UTV ¢ ATV
Service & Sales

US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

WWW.supersmittys.com
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GREAT PRICING ON 2023 LEFTOVERS

SPRING
PONTOON
SALE

222 FCR

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535
304-529-0487

www.rodgersmithmarine.com

Financing Available

222 CR

SKEETER

2024 Black Bear Harvest Results

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— The West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
announced today that hunters in
West Virginia harvested 2,479
black bears during the combined
2024 archery, crossbow and fire-
arms seasons.

The preliminary harvest for the
combined 2024 seasons was low-
er than the 2,830 bears taken in
2023. As predicted by the 2024
Mast Survey and Hunting Out-
look, the archery/crossbow har-
vest remained consistent with the
previous year. However, the over-
all bear firearms harvest was low-
er than in 2023, despite a higher
harvest during the September and
October season segments.

During the first segment of the

2024 archery and crosshow sea-
sons (Sept. 28 — Nov. 24), hunters
harvested 899 bears. Of these har-
vests, 431 were taken with verti-
cal bows and 468 were taken with
crossbows. The top five counties

for archery/crossbow harvests
were Fayette and Preston (55
each), Webster (48), Boone (43),
Nicholas (42) and Wyoming (40).
continue to the next page

Bryon White bagged a nice buck

in Kanawha County.
Feb/March 2025 ~ Page 7

Josh Murray, from Parkersburg,
brought in a huge bobcat.



RIDENOUR LAKE - NITRO, WV

NitroCVB.com

During the firearms season, hunt-
ers harvested 1,580 bears. This in-
cluded 611 bears taken during the
September and October seasons,
166 bears during the September
youth, Class Q, XS season, 20
bears during the October youth,
Class Q, XS season, 57 bears
during the concurrent antlerless
deer/bear season and 368 during
the three early firearms seasons.

Additionally, hunters harvest-
ed 271 bears during the concur-
rent buck-gun bear season and
697 bears during the traditional
December season. One bear was
harvested with a muzzleloader
during the Mountaineer Heritage
Season. The top five counties for
firearms harvests were Nicholas
(167), Boone (153), Kanawha
(115), Fayette (109), and Logan
(92).

For more information about hunt-
ing opportunities in West Virginia,
hunters should consult the 2024—
2025 West Virginia Hunting and
Trapping Regulations Summary,
available to download at WVdnr.
gov/hunting-regulations. Hunting
licenses may be purchased online
at WVhunt.com.

SEND IN
BIG GAME - FISH PICS

FROM 2024 & 2025
DETAILS ON PAGE 38

Tyler Davis bagged a snowshoe
hare with help from his dogs.

OUTDOOR
304

1095 Crim Ave
Belington, WV

304-704-9371

New & Used Guns
Fishing Tackle

Deer Corn

PAWN
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Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You
www.doddsports.com

[PISTOLS & RIFLES]|

e BUY
e SELL
11-6 Mon-Fri
- TRADE | "%
* AMMO * SAFES
* CLOTHING * FISHING
* HANDGUNS * RELOADING
* DEER BLINDS + ARCHERY
o CUTLERY * HANDGUNS
* SCOPES * LONG GUNS
* HUNTING * POWDER
* BOATING * OPTICS

Weatherby « Christensen Arms
Ruger ¢ Remington ¢ Browning
Winchester ¢ Glock « Taurus
Thompson Center * Springfield
And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

CLASS 3  Suppressors
DEALER Thermal Scopes

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg
And Clarksburg

|RELOADING|
[RODS-REELS|

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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Pontoon
Fishing

Jonboat

Pleasure

OVER

4,000

GUNS
IN STOCK

96 Outdoor Plaza
Ripley, WV 25271

304-373-0400

bridgeport equipment and tool ripley
www.bridgeportequip.com

Online Ordering Or
Stop By Our Ripley Store

Famous Name Guns

New & Used Guns We Trade

Fishing & Archery

Ventrac - UTVs

‘ Polaris ‘

\ Deere Mowers - Stihl Products

Other Store Locations 11 Total
Products Offered May Differ
Bridgeport, OH Huntington, WV

740-635-1129 304-736-2120
Marietta, OH Wurtland, KY
740-373-6686 606-833-1408
New Martinsville, WV Charleston, WV
304-455-6686 304-744-0555
Pennsboro, WV Pomeroy, OH
304-659-2917 740-992-1438
Gallipolis, OH Beckley, WV
740-446-2412 304-252-6688

\ DeereTractors - UTVs\

\Heavy Equipment Sales & Rentals \
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WYV Has Great Musky Fishing

Why do | say that, well there
are several factors. West Virginia
waters has a abundance of Musky
due to the WV Musky stocking
program, the Musky clubs and
most of all, the Musky and Bass
fisherman practicing catch and
release preservation methods.
One of the main reasons, is that
West Virginia’s don’t give up, un-
til those slimy Muskies are in the
boat. They fish relentlessly.

They say it takes 10,000 cash to
catch a Musky, but here in West
Virginia because of being so
many good streams and so many
Muskies, it takes quite a few less
cast than that.

I have been a fisherman most

Young Ryan Weese bagged a 9

point buck. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in EIKins.

Luke Samples brought in a large
rack whitetail buck.

of my 71 years, but only been a
Musky fisherman about 9 years.
Why do | say WV has the great-
est Musky anglers. Well, let me
tell you why. Not only are they
able to catch them, but they know
the right weather, wind direction,
time of day, temperature, | almost
believe these guys can take a test
tube of water look at it, and tell
you if there biting or not. Lol.
Some of these guys eat, drink and
sleep, Musky fishing.

I know one of these world class
guys personally and 1 ask him,
how many Musky’s would you
say you’ve caught in a year? He
thought for a moment and said,
well, in one year, | caught 110
Musky.

What!!! You might think, how is
that even possible? | believe that

By Don Lilly - Sutton, WV
guy was telling you a whopper.
Really, you think so?

Let me ask you a question, how
many Musky*s do you catch in a
good year, 5, 10, 15 possible, 30
if you really stay with it weekly.

What if | told you, he basically
fished, everyday for a year, could
a person catch that many? Now
your thinking, Hummm maybe
thats possible.

Let me tell you what | saw this
Musky fisherman do. I was fishing
down below, Burnsville Dam one
day, | had all my favorite Musky
lures, and | had not got one bite.
He fished right down from me,
right where I had just fished. In a
few minutes I looked, and he held
up what looked to be be a 30+”

cotinue to the next page

LIVE
BAIT

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

GUNS NEWARK, WV
In Stock 304'275'4619
Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5am-8 pm Fr
Showroom & U ol i

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
e Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline Musky Lures
 Food ¢ Live Bait « Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette

Closed Sunday
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3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

www.carlspawnshop.com

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold ¢ Silver « Jewelry « Guns ¢ Electronics * Tools ¢ Archery « And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

515 Division Street

Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

Musky.

At this point, | am ready to
through all my fancy lures and
tackle in the middle of the water.
The worst part is, he just acted
like he was at a pond just catching
Bluegill and just pitching them
back. No big deal, he wasn’t even
excited. Just another day.

For me, | couldn’t remember the
last time | caught or had even seen
one. | would be tickled to death to
of caught a 30 incher that day.

There are many Musky anglers

in WV just like him. They are the
best of the best.
Even though | am not in the same
class as these guys. | have learned
what it takes to catch a Musky.
It’s the same thing you use to
catch people.

You might say what do you mean
by that? Let me explain.

Well, that's hard to tell someone,
but here is something that | want
to share, and | believe you will
never forget it. Hopefully it will
make you a much better Musky
fisherman.

You have to get that Musky so in-
volved in the lure he forgets about
everything else. You probably had

people tell you a interesting story.
They get you so involved in the
story, you forget whats about to

happen. You let your guard down.
continue to the next page

One of the questions | get ask Travis Booth hunted a quality Travis Dawkins landed a big

is, how do you catch a musky? buck in Barbor County. musky this January.
Feb/March 2025 ~ Page 12



Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

e Berwsville Deocles
ARGE
Closed SELECTION
304-853-2822 | | et
LIVE BAIT |00 155085 | O Of Jigs
} ACC Rods
Reserve Your Slip Space Now

Snacks/Beverages Gasoline « Marine Supplies Zoom & More
Rods & Reels

Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

Yamamoto & More

For the Musky, it’s on the same
principle. The lure has to look
right, It has to smell right, and it
has to act right. The fish, like you,
gets so involved, he forgets he has
been caught 10 times before. And
he takes it—HOOK, LINE, AND
SINKER.

If you can do that, then you are
truly a World Class Musky Fish-
erman.

Here let me prove it to you. Pay
close attention to what I’'m about
to tell you.

One day, my two grandsons and
I were out on the lake and we
caught a beautiful 47 inch Musky
at the Stonewall Jackson lake and
released it. We went back to fish-
ing, and after about 30 minutes or
so, we noticed him swimming on
top of the water. Swim as he may,

Jo Sargent hunted in Wood Coun-
ty for a fine 9 point buck.

he just stayed on top. It appeared,
he had air trapped inside of him,
and he was to weak to expell it.

We tried and tried to revive
him, but he would not go down.
We all talked about it and we just
couldn’t figure out what to do. We
just hated to see this beautiful fish
die.

As the last resort, after we tried
everything, the boys knew I car-
ried a little bottle of alcohol on
the boat, just in case we got a bite
from a Musky or a hook in us.
One of the boys suggested how
about we pour a little alcohol in
his mouth, maybe it would stimu-
late him to swim. I figured, well,
at this point it would not hurt any-

thing. He was going to die any-
continue to the next page

Danny Burnette shot a 9 point
Mercer County buck.

LIVE BAIT

MINNOWS « NIGHTCRAWLER « MEAL WORM

NEW & USED GUNS
Buy - Sell - Trade - Pawn

Archery Equipment

Tools - Chainsaws

FISHING
TACKLE

Open: Mon Tue Thu Fri 8-4
Wed & Sat 8 to Noon

613 E Main St.

HARRISVILLE, WV
304-643-2940

A
M
M
O
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50 YARD THE Bow SHOP Open 10AM to 8°PM T-F
INDOOR RANGE 12PM to 6PM Sat.
HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH ¢ MISSION ¢ PSE

304-622-8440| Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH, WV

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

Harold Cogar, Owner

way. and It wasn’t long though and
We opened his mouth, being that Musky was back on top, and

careful of those sharp teeth, and this time he looked worse than the

poured just a little in. Man, when first time.

that hit his gut he started flipping  The boys not wanting to see him

and flopping so we quickly put die said, give him a bigger drink

him in the water and he was gone. of that stuff. I figured, ok old boy,

that hit his gut, he went crazy,
flipping, flopping and jumping, he
was even snapping at our fingers.
We had never seen a Musky try to
bite us!

We felt for sure he was going to
beat himself to death. He finally

We could not believe it actually it’s now or never. | turned the settled down we put him back in

worked. We started fishing again,

Easton Wilson got a fine buck in
Wood County.

Keith Snipes landed a large wall-
eye on the New River last fall.

bottle up and “gurgle” “gurgle” the water and he swam off, al-
down his throat it went. When continue to the next page

e Grow A Healthier Herd
e Attract Deer

In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry
pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Made In Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

Park Center Sporting Goods, Rainelle WV Holly River Grocery, Hacker Valley WV Re-creations Taxidermy El-
kins WV Valley Bend Valley Muffler & Brake, Parkersburg WV Smokin Musket Outdoors, Bloomery WV Carol's
Store, Bergoo WV PC Outdoors, Crab Orchard WV The Y Country Store, Walkersville WV Tri County Arms &
Archery, Petersburg WV Knobley Farms Sport Shop, New Creek WV Freedom Ag, Buckhannon WV Southern
States, Elkins WV Freedom Ag, Gassaway WV  Hardman’s Hardware, Glenville WV Home Warehouse Inc.,
Uniontown PA" Mountaineer Gun & Tackle, Man WV Southern States, Philippi WV Jane Lew Home Center,
Jane Lew WV BFS Farm & Home (Southern States), Morgantown WV Kirkendoll's Pay Pond, Oceana WV
Freedom Ag, Ronceverte WV Hall's Feed & Farm Supply, Pennsboro WV Jowar Feed & Supply, Laeger WV
Southern States, Summersville WV Liggett's Supply, Mill Creek WV Allegheny Industrial Supply, Bridgeport

WV Broken Wheel Campground, Weston WV
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Located In Ravenswood, WV - Order Online
eMail: sales@bosgunshop.com

~190SUNShOP.cOMm

though not very straight.
Finally, he was gone!

We did not see him again. We
were so happy, we helped to save
a Musky’s life, to fight another
day.

Well we fished around there for
about an hour and we kept hearing
something bumping on the side of
the boat. | looked over the edge
and you will not believe this but
there, was that Musky, with his

Hollie Varner shot a nice buck in
Wood County with a tall rack.

mouth wide open, bloodshot eyes,
whimpering like a dog, wanting
another drink of that alcohol!!!!
GOTCHAI! Oh, yes | did.

You took this story —HOOK,
LINE, AND SINKER!!!

I got you so involved with this
story that you had no idea, that
you were about to be caught.
That's exactly the way you catch a
Musky. It sounded and looked so
good you could not resist. That's
the way you have to present your
lure to the fish.

Just remember, It doesn’t take
catching 110 Musky a year to be
a World Class Musky fisherman.
Take you wife, take your kids, the
main thing is enjoy yourself.

You do your part right and the
old Musky will do his, and you
will have a thrill of a lifetime.

If you want to be a World Class
Musky Fisherman.

Just keep your lure in the water
it will happen, and always, take
just one more cast before you end

Feb/March 2025 ~ Page 15

your day.

Levi Tinsley used a bow for this
very wierd racked Kanawha Co.
buck. Extra antlers are on the side

Advertise In The

W. Va Sportsman

Rates Are On Page 3

* 34 Years In Business
e Reach More Customers
* Over 5 Million Printed
» Target Marketing




Kevin Ross landed a fall hybrid
striped bass.

Interesting Turkey

Information
1 Female turkeys don’t gobble,
but they do purr.

Turkeys are known for the gob-
bling sound they make, but it turns
out that only the male birds make
that iconic call. Female turkeys—
or hens—on the other hand, will
instead cluck like a chicken, yelp
if they’re excited or agitated, or
purr like a cat (although, accord-
ing to the National Wild Turkey
Federation, it's more of a “roll-
ing, almost staccato call” than
a purr, but it conveys the same
feeling of contentment). And to
bust some Thanksgiving-relat-
ed myths, check out 8 Common
Myths About Thanksgiving You
Probably Still Believe.

2 Turkeys were once primarily
bred for their feathers, not their
meat.

These days, farmers breed tur-
keys in order to sell them for
their meat. But, according to En-
cyclopedia Britannica, up until
1935, the birds were bred for their
“pbeautifully colored plumage,”
which features stunning striped
patterns.

3 An adult turkey has around
5,000 to 6,000 feathers.

Not only do turkeys have gor-
geous feathers, but they also have
a lot of them. According to the

==
ALz

Gg F,‘%/ B0A47S

OUTBOARD

www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

YAMAHA
SUZUKI

Authorized
Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

U.S. Fish and Wild Life Service,
an adult turkey has anywhere
from 5,000 to 6,000 individual
feathers on their body.
4 Male turkeys are called toms or
gobblers.

Female turkeys are called hens,

just like female chickens; but
male turkeys aren’t roosters. In-
stead, they’re called toms, or,
since male turkeys are the ones
who make the notorious gobbling
sound, they can also be called

continue to the next page

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans
NEW & USED GUNS

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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gobblers. And if you ever won-
dered why we call them turkeys,
check out This Is How Turkeys
Got Their Name.

5 Toms have more warts than
hens.

While some of the differences
between male and female turkeys
could be considered endearing—
such as the noises they make and
the names they’ve been given—
there’s at least one difference be-
tween the two genders that isn't
quite so cute. Tom turkeys have
more warts on their heads than
their lady friends, according to

Nicloe Bunner was happy with a
black bear hunt.

Zach Hatfield bow hunted in Lo-
gan Co. for a great buck.

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP

NEW & USED GUNS ¢ FISHING « AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

Encyclopedia Britannica. Hens
also weigh about half as much as

their male counterparts.

6 Male and female turkey drop-

pings are shaped differently.
Although you might expect there

to be a few differences between

the way male and female turkeys
look, you might be surprised to
find out that there’s also a differ-
ence when it comes to their bath-
room habits. According to the
Pennsylvania Game Commission,
continue to the next pagé

Immediate OPENINGS LEFT - Get In For The 2025 Season

Lick Run Hunt Club is located in \Webster County, West
Virginia and encompasses over 8000 acres near the community
of Hacker Valley. The Club is home to deer, turkey, bear and
squirrel. Our members are invited to stay and camp and enjoy
the many activities within the Club as well as the surrounding
areas. Lick Run Hunt Club emphasizes the outdoor experience
in a private setting with beautiful mountain scenery.

The annual membership fee is $50000 and includes
everyone in your immediate family, living at home,
under the age of 22.

* Year Round Camper Space & ATV use.
* Nearby Fishing Opportunities. Family Fun.
To Join The Club For 2024 Contact:
(304) 688-8336 Myron Boggess mboggess@pffwv.org

An Application Form Is Also On Our Website

www.lickrunhuntclub.com
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male droppings are "j-shaped,”
while those of females take on a
more "spiral or curlycue" shape.
7 Turkeys hear certain sounds
better than humans.

When you think about animals
with amazing hearing, dogs, ele-
phants, bats, or owls likely come
to mind, but probably not tur-
keys. It turns out, however, tur-

keys can actually hear far-off and
low-frequency sounds better than
humans, according to the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation.
“Hearing allows the bird to detect
a threat if its eyes are occupied
on finding food,” retired region-
al biologist Bob Eriksen for the
NWTF explains. “Wild turkeys
have an uncanny ability to locate

2025 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department
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the source of a sound."”
8 Turkeys lived around 10 million
years ago.

The woolly mammoth had its
hey-day on Earth until about
10,500 years ago before eventu-
ally becoming extinct 4,000 years
ago. While it’s hard to imagine
a turkey flying above a gigantic
woolly mammoth, the birds have
actually been around for a lot lon-
ger. In fact, turkeys have been on
the scene for almost 10 million
years, according to the University
of Illinois.

9 Turkeys almost went extinct—
twice.

While turkeys aren't current-
continue to page 20

Mason Nutter bow hunted in
Wood County for a quality buck.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience Items
Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV’s Largest Tackle Store

Rapala ¢ Molix ¢ X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
13 Fishing « KW ¢« Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel « Bandit « 6th Sense
Bomber « Megabass ¢ Jackall « Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC « Savage Gear ¢ Bio Bait « Live Target » Crunchcity « Roboworm
Goggan * Lunkerhunt « Sufix * Lucky Strike » Reaction * KVD « Rage
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle « Venom ¢ Gulp « Seagar ¢ P Line « & MORE!

Trout Reels « Rods « Tackle
Gun Accessories = Clothing

FFS

Trapping and much more! LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING
OPEN - 7 Days A Week SONAR BAITS
OVER LINE REELS
N
4000
RODS
RODS: MOLIX - LEW’S
CASHION « BERKLEY
FENWICK « ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO « G LOOMIS « HALO
MADKATZ - ST. CROIX TROUT
PENN « DAIWA « OUTLAW
L I VE B A I T COOLERS PLASTICS
Minnows ¢ Worms ¢ Mealworms
220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES
@RANKAHT@ SMUTTY DOG « LEOPARDIS CRANE
: « TYRANT + LLUNGEN « BITE BACK
Just Outside Of Parkersburg JONES « BOGGS * MYERS
COBB’S - RED OCTOBER
_13520 Emerson Ave. HOTTAIL & MORE
Williamstown, WV 26187
o OnRT. 2
Ohio River Outdoors LLC

On Facebook

304-916-1800

3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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ly an endangered species, there
were two points in the past when
we almost lost them completely.
According to the Colorado Arts
and Sciences Magazine, the Cal-
ifornia turkey went extinct about
10,000 to 12,000 years ago, like-
ly due to climate change or over-
hunting, or a combination of the
two. And when European settlers
arrived in America, turkeys again
found themselves as targets of
prolific hunting. The birds were
totally gone from Connecticut by
1813, disappeared from Vermont
around 1842, and by the 1930s,
turkeys were again growing dan-
gerously close to extinction be-
fore efforts were taken to make
sure they weren’t wiped out.
10 Turkeys once wore booties
while being walked to the market.
As they say, these boots were
made for walking and that’s just
what a herd of turkeys would do
200 years ago when they were be-
ing taken to market in England.
The little bird-sized booties were
meant to protect their feet as they
were marching along, according
to the University of Illinois.
11 Turkeys were named after the

Building A
Hurricane, WV
304-397-3200

1211 Liberty Park Drive

* Free Hot Breakfast

* Free WiFi

* Pet Friendly

24 Hour Front Desk

e Qutside Electric

e Fitness Center

* Meeting Room

* Nearby Attractions

Mardi Gras Casino

Ridenour Lake
Shopping Plaza

“Turkish” area despite being from
North America.

You might have wondered why
turkeys have the name that they
do despite the fact that they orig-
inated in North America. Ency-
clopedia Britannica explains that
when the bird became popular in
England, the name turkey-cock,
formerly used for the guinea fowl
found in Islamic (or "Turkish")
lands, was used to refer to the bird
we know as a turkey today.

12 All but 12 U.S. states have tur-
keys.

While people in all 50 states
enjoy turkey as a part of their
Thanksgiving dinners, the birds,

specifically Eastern wild turkeys,
can be found roaming wild in 38

states in the U.S., according to the
continue to page 22

John Birchland bagged an im-
pressive Preston Co. buck.

LAKE YIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

e A/IC e Easy Access

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

e TV - DVD e Great View Of Lake
- Barbecue Grill e Fully Equipped Kitchen
e Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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Experience the most hard-working Defender yet.
Handle any task that'needs doing, and have fun when it's done
with this feature-loaded powerhouse, including:

4,500 |b. winch ¢ 1,000 Ib. cargo box capacity « 30 in. XPS Trac Force tires ¢
XT front bumper and HMWPE full skid plate « Can-Am signhature and LED tail lights ¢
3-position full-glass tilt-up windshield

Learn more at canamoffroad.com

©2024 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. In the USA, products are distributed by
BRP US Inc. tAll other trademarks are the property of their respective owners, BRP reservesthe right at any time to discontinue or change specifications, prices, designs, features,
models or equipment without incurring obligation. Some models depicted may include optional equipment. Products performance may vary depending on weather, temperature,
altitude, driving ability and driver/passenger weight. BRP recommends that all ATV-SSV drivers take a training course. For safety and training information, see your Dealer. See
your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887 (USA) or the Canadian Safety Council at 1-613-739-1535 (Canada). ATV and SSV can be hazardous to operate. Never
exceed the ATV-SSV's passenger capacity. All adult model ATV are meant to be used by drivers of age 16 and older. Carefully read the vehicle's operator's guide. Follow all
instructional and safety material and observe applicable laws and regulations. ATV and SSV are for off-road use only; never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. ATVs and SSVs
are primarily designed for use on unpaved surfaces (off-road) use; avoid paved surfaces. For your safety, the operator and passenger(s) must wear a helmet, eye protection and
applicable protective clothing. Always remember that riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful on
difficult terrain. Always ride responsibly and safely. See your authorized BRP dealer for details and visit https://can-am.brp.com/.

| 26241 L
636-7732 304-636-7732 ., elkinsmotorsports.net
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235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

+ All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

+ Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

+ Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

» Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

+ Accessible cabin available.

+ Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

« Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

+ Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

+ Open 365 days a year

* Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

+ Join the fun this year.

National Wild Turkey Federa-
tion. They can also be spotted in
various provinces up in Canada.
13 Turkey beards grow three to
five inches per year.

Yes, turkeys have beards, but
they aren’t made of hair. Instead,
turkey beards consist of modified
feathers that form bristles or fila-
ments, according to the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission. Some
turkeys even have multiple beards
that can each grow up to three to

five inches each year.
14 Turkeys can—and will—at-
tack humans.

Turkeys may not have the fierce
reputation that some fang-gnash-
ing, claw-showing predators have
earned, but that doesn’t mean
that they don't have an aggres-
sive side. In fact, turkeys are fully
willing and able to attack humans.
That’s why the Massachusetts
government provides tips on how

continue to page 24

Only 6, Reid Smith used a cross-
bow in Tucker County.

794 Hinton By Pass

HINTON, WV

304-900-6000

GUNS
ANM©O©

~ Open Daily ~
Live Bait Fﬂ@[}ﬂﬂm@j
Year Round Tackle
Carhart Danner Rocky
Twisted X Wading Boots & Water Shoe
VIEW ON
FACEBOOK = Shacks BOOTS
CLOTTHING
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM  West v trgestyara sae s crampinshi

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he I-‘e ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made 304-269-7328

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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to prevent conflicts with turkeys
while both CBS Boston and Good
Day Sacramento offer insights
into what to do should you find
yourself as a victim of a turkey
attack.

15 Store-bought turkeys can’t fly.

The turkey that you buy at the
grocery store has been bred and
raised to provide you with as
much meat as possible. Because
of this, they end up with unnat-
urally large breasts which hinder
their ability to fly, according to
The Patriot News.

16 Wild turkeys, however, can
soar for over a mile.

Wild turkeys, on the other hand,
are perfectly capable of taking
flight. In fact, according to The
Patriot News, they can reach
speeds of up to 55 miles per hour
while in the air. And the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission reports
they can soar for a mile or more

17 Turkeys can run 12 miles per
hour.

Some turkeys may not be able
to fly, but their inability to get
airborne doesn’t completely slow
them down. Even while on the
ground, they can still move at a
pretty good clip, running upwards
of 12 miles an hour, according to
the Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion.

18 Frying a turkey can lead to an
explosion.

In 2018, firefighters across the
country conducted demonstra-
tions to show the public how at-
tempting to fry the main dish for
a Thanksgiving dinner can result
in what IFL Science refers to as
“exploding turkeys.” In videos
posted to social media of these
fowl-fueled infernos, flames blast
up into the air when a turkey is
dropped into hot oil.

by alternating between strong Brantlee Craig got an 8 point in Ariana White hunted in Gilmer

wingbeats and gliding.

Lewis County.

County for her 10 point buck.

15th
Annual

Stonewall
Classic

$1,000

Guaranteed
1st Place

September
13& 14

$125 Entry = Covers Both Days
$10 Daily Big Bass = $145 Total
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily*

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp
Bass Sportsman
Team Bass Tournament

* 6 FISH LIMIT

ALL 6 CAN BE OVER 18"

« Complete Rules Given
At Event

VANDALIA RAMp 36 Boat

179 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out

7AM - 4PM
Both Days

ENTER NOW

* Hold Your Boat Number

TOURNAMENT INFO - 304-482-7217

Lewis County Visitors Bureau

Lodging Info 304-269-7328

Wright’s Riverside Marine
304-684-2850 St. Marys, WV i

Limit
Mail In $20 By 9/8 To
Hold Boat Number
Pay The CASH
Balance At The Ramp
Mail to: Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

Clip Out And Mail In - $20

Partner

One Phone #

Stonewall Classic
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You're preparing for a big hunt in big country. Better hunt down a big value
first. The all-new U10 Pro utility side-by-side delivers big capacity with a
powerful 963cc V-twin, 1,000-Ib. dumping cargo box, and a 3-person bench
seat. Throw in standard features like electronic power steering, a 4,500 Ib.
winch, aluminum rims, roof, and a large CFMOTO RideSync™ TFT display.
Now that’s what you call a big value.

And if you want to add accessories, stop CAFMOTO

by our store and find out how. experience more together

ROY'S RV SUPERCENTER & POWERSPORTS
3437 Beverly Pike
Elkins, WV 26241
1-800-447-7697 www.roysrv.com

WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner’s Manual and all product labels before operating.
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’'s
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating.
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2025 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

www.F'OySIrv.Com
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Prepare Now For Your Spring Turkey Season

West Virginia’s spring gobbler
season kicks off with a two-day
youth season on April 19-20,
giving young hunters a chance to
take part in the excitement. Then
on April 21, the regular season
opens statewide and gives hunters
five weeks to test their skills and
enjoy the thrill of the hunt. As you
count down the days to this excit-
ing season, make sure you under-
stand the latest regulations and
inspect your gear to make sure
everything is working properly.
Here are a few tips to help you get
ready for a successful spring gob-

Young Brantley Mace brought in
a Wood County buck.

Trent Mullennex caught a 24”
rainbow. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

bler season.

REVIEW WEST VIRGINIA'S
TURKEY HUNTING REGULA-
TIONS

Even if you’ve been hunting
for years, we recommend famil-
iarizing yourself with the regula-
tions before you go into the field.
Here’s what you need to know:

It is illegal to use an electronic
call, bait turkeys, hunt with dogs
and kill a turkey without a beard
during the spring season.

It is illegal to hunt with an air ri-
fle less than .22 caliber or have an
uncased bow, crossbow or fire-
arms in your possession in the
woods outside shooting hours (30
minutes before sunrise to 1 p.m.).
Adult hunters may harvest one
bearded bird per day, and the sea-

son bag limit is two.

During the special two-day
youth season, youth hunters un-
der the age of 18 may harvest
one bearded bird per day, which
counts towards the annual turkey
bag limit of two. Only shotguns,
bows, or crossbows are legal im-
plements of hunting during the
youth Spring Gobbler Season.
For a complete summary of West
Virginia’s turkey hunting regula-
tions, check pages 43-44 in the
Hunting and Trapping Regula-

continue to the next page

Send In Your Big Game
Photos from 2024
Form Is On Page 38

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning « Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp -
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro « Mike’s » Joe’s Flies ¢ Berkley

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

Carhart - Scentbloc

5AM to 6PM
7 Days A Week

Minnows ¢ Wax Worms

Night Crawlers & More
LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Locally Owned

WE BUY LAND
AND
MINERAL RIGHTS

304.623.LAND

TenmileLand.com

tions Summary.
BUY YOUR WEST VIRGIN-
IA HUNTING LICENSE AND
STAMPS

All hunters 15 and older are re-
quired to have a valid West Vir-
ginia hunting license, which can
be purchased at approximately
160 retail agents around the state
or online at WVhunt.com. When
it comes to hunting turkey, you
may also need to purchase stamps.
Resident landowners or their res-
ident children or their resident
parents or resident tenants of such
land, may hunt on their own land
without a license during the open
seasons.

West Virginia residents who have
a lifetime license or purchase one
of our sportsman licenses, are all
set. If you buy a regular hunting
and trapping license (Class A),
you’ll also need to purchase a
conservation (Class CS) and big
game hunting stamp (Class BG).
Nonresidents who purchase a reg-
ular hunting and trapping license
(Class E) will need to buy a con-
servation and law enforcement

stamp (Class CS/LE) and a turkey
hunting stamp (Class WW).

To see what license and stamp
combination you need for all of
West Virginia’s big game hunt-
ing seasons, check page 46 in the
Hunting and Trapping Regula-
tions Summary.

INSPECT YOUR TURKEY
HUNTING GEAR

Having the right gear is critical

for a successful spring gobbler

Brian Craig brought in a 30 pound

bobcat from Lewis County.
Feb/March 2025 ~ Page 27

season. The most common fire-
arm used for turkey hunting is a
12- or 20-gauge pump action or
semi-automatic  shotgun. Your
shotgun may have additional fea-
tures, but you’ll want to inspect it
to make sure it can be safely dis-
charged in the field.

Safety and functionality are key,
so take the time to inspect each
piece of gear thoroughly. Make
sure your camouflage will help

continue to page 29

Darth Stalnaker hunted with a
bow in Wood Co. for this buck.



Welcome
Create a new family tradition at Hunter
Ridge Wing & Clay located in wild &
wonderful Rock Cave, West Virginia.
We have created a one-of-a-kind
bird hunting experience by developing
many unigue hunting zones to meet
the needs of all skill levels. Hunt along
fence rows, food plots, and native
prairie grasses, or try our more
challenging course through the woods!
Bird hunt with one of our experienced
guides with professionally trained bird
dogs or go to the field with family and
friends in pursuit of ring neck pheasant,
chukar partridge or a combination.

412 Hunter Ridge Road
Crawford, WV 26343

304-997-3204

View Us Online Or On Facebook For More Information

Onsite

CABIN RENTAL
Available

Bring Your Dog Or Use Ours

Bird Cleaning
Breasted Only $2.50
Breasted & Bagged $3
] Yearly Memberships
Pheasants $30 per bird Continental Hunt Available
Chukars $24 per bird $25 per Pheasant Hours:

www.hunterridge.net Mon'o et a4
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you blend in with your sur-
roundings and that your clothes
will keep you warm. Dou-
ble-check your hunting knife is
sharp and test your turkey calls,
range finder and binoculars to
make sure they’re in working
order. Sturdy boots should pro-
vide both comfort and protec-
tion for navigating uneven ter-
rain, and a well-organized hunting
vest or backpack can make the
difference between a smooth hunt
and a frustrating one.
CHECK YOUR GAME

Before the spring gobbler season
starts, make sure you are prepared
to field dress and electronically
check your turkey. Login to your
WVDNR account and print plen-
ty of field tags and gather a sharp
knife, gloves and a clean bag or
tarp to lay the turkey on. Practice
your technique, if needed, and
make sure your equipment is san-
itized to avoid contamination.

Once you’ve harvested a turkey,
fill out a field tag immediately,
including your name, address,
license number (if applicable),
date, time and location of the har-
vest. Attach this tag to the turkey
before moving it. Then, electron-

Richard Jenkins is hanging his
nice buck before skinning it.

ically check your turkey using
the WVDNR system within the
required timeframe, attaching the
13-digit confirmation number to
the carcass for legal transporta-
tion. To learn more about this pro-
cess, read our guide to electroni-
cally checking big game harvests.
And while you’re at it, consider
participating in our Spring Gob-
bler Survey, which helps WVD-
NR wildlife biologists gather
information for managing the
state’s wild turkey population. .
To learn more about the survey,

visit WVdnr.gov/surveys.
PLAN YOUR TURKEY HUNT-
ING ADVENTURES TODAY

Don’t wait until the last minute
to prepare for the season. Pur-
chase your hunting license and
necessary stamps, explore poten-
tial hunting spots using our in-
teractive map and sharpen your
shooting skills at a public range.
By planning now, you’ll increase
your chances of a successful har-
vest.

Make this spring gobbler season
one to remember. Visit WVhunt.

Remington ¢« Winchester « Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Rossi

PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Park Center
RAINELLE,; WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

+ Savage

GUNS & AMMO

- Smith & Wesson

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock

CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
* BARNETTE « BEAR * KILLER
INSTINCT « TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS
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LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT
SAFES « KNIVES

» Glock - Benelli

Ruger

* HOYT « BEAR

It's FISHING seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Thermal

Scopes:
N-Vision AGM
Pulsar iRay

Class 3 Dealer
Silencers

A118QI7 « YV « UlJIR « YI31ZRIg « 806N0Y « BI2QSSOIN » AIUBH « 1EX81INQD « IYDURIH

Kimber ¢ Liberty & Surelock Safes ¢ Traditions « CVA
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Spring Trout Fishing Information

Spring is a season of change, it is
generally represented by thawing
ice and spawning fish. In the very
early springs, rivers and streams
often flow low and clear, and
much of the water is still frozen.
As the ice and snowmelt, water
levels rise and shallow, gin clear
streams become torrents.

If T were to offer one key piece
of advice to catch more trout when
fishing during the spring is to seek
and fish the warmest water you
can find. That is because trout are
very temperature sensitive, and if
the water is too cold, they become
sluggish and reluctant to feed.

1) Hints on where to fish in the
early spring

First, I want to discuss where to
fish. Trout fishing when the wa-
ter is very cold is tough. So it is
important to try and find slightly
warmer water.

The warmest water, and gener-
ally the best place to target trout
in the spring, is generally found
in spring fed streams, deep lakes
and reservoirs, and the tailwaters
downstream of them.

Unless you live in a particularly
mild climate, I suggest avoiding
freestone and snowmelt rivers.
Such rivers often contain a large
volume of snow and ice melt

which really causes the tempera-
ture to drop.

2) In rivers, and streams target
deeper, slower flowing water.

In the spring, trout are very re-
luctant to move, and still want to
conserve their energy. This means
they’ll sit and wait, rather than ac-
tively cruise in search of food.

As a result, trout are likely to

Mike Smith went to Shavers Fork
for a quality spring rainbow trout.

Emma Shutts used a crossbow for
a 10 point Wood Co. buck.

wait in the deepest, slowest flow-
ing parts of a river, where there
is just enough current to bring
the food to them. This does differ
from the warmer months where
they are more likely to feed right
on the edge of the current.

When not feeding, trout will
rest on the bottom of the deepest
slowest water. The same often
holds true year, round and not just
in the spring.

In the spring, when the water is
still cold, trout are most likely to
feed in the deepest, slowest flow-
ing sections of a run.

3) In Lakes and Ponds target Shal-
lows and Drop Offs

Just like in the winter, shallow
flats remain a great place to tar-
get trout in lakes. That is because
shallow water warms slightly
faster than depths so, during the

continue to page 32

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden ¢ Super Duper ¢ Strike King
Berkley « Mepps * Owner « Zoom * Yum *« Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn « Zoom « Trout Magnet « Eagle Claw ¢ Daiwa
Cabin Creek « Shakespeare ¢ St. Croix ¢ Zebco ¢ Case

Ugly Stik » Gitzit « Rebel » Heddon * Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies « Musky Tackle « Marine Products
1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Crab Orchard, WV

PSE Bear
Killer Instinct Barnett

Hoodoo

Kayaks
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MOUNTAINEER GUN SALES 1L IGF Selection O Fisting

NO GUNS NOW - MORE FISHING EQUIPMENT MUSKY - TROUT and MORE!
LARGEST FisHING Gifts - Hunting Gear
TACKLE SHOP IN THE TRI-STATE AREA 72 Flavors Of Ice Cream

(304) 284-9811
Open Year Round

Mountaineer
Gun Sales LLC
LIWV/IE
BIA
i i Minnows ¢ Suckers « Worms « Maggots
Selection Of Gifts 9 Reels - Zebco ¢ Daiwa * Mad Katz

Flatheads ¢ Frozen Shad & More

Lews « Pfleuger » Quantum & More
Rods - 13 Fishing  Shakespeare
Zebco * Daiwa » Megabass & More

Large Variety - Soft Plastics

Musky - 60° Wall Zoom « Crush City » Yum « Mad Katz
Hunting Gear Missile + Power Bait « Keitech
Savage « Prorex « Bessie Googan « Cabin Creek & More Lures - Megabass + Rapala~ KVD
Wardens ¢ N.J.B * Zman Storm ¢ Booyah ¢ Bandit
Medussa ¢ Llungen & More Strike King + Yamamoto o

River Rock * Zoom & More  Facing Sonar

Trout Lures

Jigs * Fishing Line - Rods Acme « Power Bait
Sufix « Berkley * Stren & More Super Duper & More 72 ICE CREAM FLAVORS

Exit 7 Off I-68 119N 659 Point Marion Road, MORGANTOWN, WV
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day, lake-dwelling trout leave the
deeper water where they spend
the night to cruise the shallows in
search of food.

Another prime spot to target
trout in lakes is around the edge of
drop offs. If fishing from a boat, it
is a good idea to use the fish finder
to locate drops offs down to about
15 yards. Trout often patrol such
areas in search of food.

4) River mouths in empty into
lakes and larger rivers are a hot
spot for spring fishing.

The final, and maybe the hottest
spot to target in the early spring
is at river mouths. That is because
fish gather there to spawn. It is not
only rainbow trout that spawn in
the early spring month but sev-
eral species of baitfish. So shoals
of baitfish gather around river
mouths before pushing upstream.
Large, hungry trout know that so

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

Danner
Lacrosse

\Vortex
Camo Clothing « Tree Stands
Ammunition
Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows
Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

are often laying in wait.
5) Use a thermometer to find
streams warmer than 45f

| often carry a thermometer with
me while trout fishing. Trout, like
all fish are cold blooded. When the
water is cold they slow down, and
they become more active when
it warms slightly. In very warm
conditions they start to suffocate.

Trout prefer to feed in tempera-
tures between 45-65 degrees, and
while trout can still be caught in
water colder than that they be-
come increasingly challenging.

So whenever I head out fishing, I
record the water temperature, and
over time I start to learn which
rivers and ponds warm faster, and
which remain cold well into the
spring. This allows me to con-
centrate my fishing efforts on the
warmest waters.

Flowers on Pussy Willows are
an early sign of spring, despite the
water still being icy cold and the
trout were in no mood to feed.

6) Fish the warmest part of the
day

So much fishing advice says the
best time to trout fishing is the
dawn. Well, this only applies in
warm water conditions.

Cambrie Legg, from Winfield,

was a youth WV Photo winner.
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Convenience Store  Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies ¢ Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 [H\VI=R:INN)

In the spring, trout waters are still
chilly, and trout often do not be-
come active until the sun is higher
in the sky and the temperature has
started to rise slightly. So when
trout fishing, target the warmest
part of the day. This is usually
some time between 10am and
4pm.

7) Spring trout are sluggish, use

slow presentations.
continue to page 34

Sandy Blake, from New Martins-
ville is an adult WV Photo winner.

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

» 304-824-3745 .. 4
. Over 57 Years g{lﬁ

Experience

BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE
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LEESON'S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES « FINANCE « PARTS « SERVICE
www.leesonsmotors.com 320 WeSt Maln Stl’eet
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

In the early spring, trout are
still sluggish. They do not want
to waste energy on a high speed
chase. So a very slow presenta-
tion works best, give the trout as
much time as possible to strike.
8) Spring trout are more likely to
stay deep
Troutrarely feed from the surface
or rise during the spring. Several
reasons why, but one of the main
one is the lack of hatches and ter-
restrial insects. So unless you see
trout actively rising, it is nearly
always better to fish sub surface.

If you do see an early spring rise,
then the trout are probably feed-
ing upon midges rather than may-
flies.

9) Avoid spawning Rainbow and
Cutthroat trout

Spring is when these two spe-
cies of trout spawn. While it is
generally okay to target them
during the spawning run, it is best
to avoid fishing for them entire-
ly while they are on their redds.
Both species of trout generally
make their redds in shallow grav-
el fairly close to shore. Often in

the perfect depth for wading.

At this time of year, only observe
spawning trout and do not try to
catch them. This helps protect the
next generation of trout. | also
try to avoid wading up wading
streams, because that can disturb

Kyke Stackpole landed a huge
flathead catfish last fall.

CRISS SALES & SERVICE ~ Husqvarna
- (304) Shindaiwa
. & More

s 472-1474
) ‘_ OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Lawn & Garden

CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carhon Crossbow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN
One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

the beds and expose the eggs to
continue to page 36

Wyatt Snider shot an 11 point

buck. Photo courtesy of Crossroads
General Store in Walker.

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

LIVE

WV Lottery & Powerball
Nightcrawlers

and More.
Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm-

Ta P, Sun 7am to 9pm
= 304-472-5132 °

Gasoline
Diesel
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For information about events and activites:
summersvillecvb.com [}

304-619-5539 ¢ Summersville, WV
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predation.

Once the trout have finished
spawning, it is okay to target
them. Just keep in mind that they
are usually in poor condition
so need to be handled with care
when catch and release fishing.
10) Use thin line and leaders

In the early spring, the water
can be very low and clear. In such
crystal clear conditions, it is very
important to use a low diameter
line to avoid spooking trout. In
such conditions, I nearly always
fish 41b line.

11) Keep track of recent stockings
Starting in the spring many fish-
eries departments start to stock
lakes and rivers with new releas-
es of trout. If all you care about is
catching fish, then heading to the
ponds with recent releases usually
gives the best chance of success.
These newly released stock trout
are often more willing to feed
than wild or holdover trout.
12) Start of the melt can be amaz-
ing fishing

Melting snow and ice usually
chill the water, but there is one ex-
ception. The first few days of the

NEAR STONEWALL JACKSON LAKE

Quality Inn
2906 US HWY 33
Weston, WV 26542

304-269-7000

* WiFi
* Swimming Pool
* Outside Electric
Hookups

NEW weston Grill & Lounge - By The Motel

spring melt can cause the trout to
feed hard. The surge of meltwa-
ter can cause water levels to rise
rapidly. This rapid thaw can wash
the bodies of many insects into
the river.

This readily available source of
food can cause the trout to gorge
themselves. So as long as the wa-
ter does not get too cold, there can
be a few days of amazing fishing
as the thaw begins.

FREE ONLINE
www WVasportsman.net

* BACK ISSUES FROM 2006 TO
PRESENT
* WV STREAM REPORT

Shirley Sheppard bagged an 8

point in Wood Co. Photo courtesy
of Crossroads General Store in Walker.

Jeff Smith arrowed a double brow

tine buck in Jackson County.
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Bass Sportsman
2025

ENTER
AT THE RAMP

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7AM.TO 4 PM. FORALL
* 6 FISH LIMIT
» OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES
OPEN TO ALL TEAMS

INFO: 304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com

Stonewall - Vandalia
April 27
Stonewall - Vandalia
May 25
Stonewall - Vandalia
June 22
Stonewall - Vandalia
July 20
Stonewall - Vandalia

August 24

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Ranger & Triton Boats
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850
Lewis Counwty CVB
stonewallcountry.com
Lodging Info

304-269-7328




GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING TACKLE

Hanna Evans reeled in a nice flat- TRAPP”\lG AND OUTDOOR SUPPL'ES

head catfish last fall.

R : : .
Ruger Carder got his first black Gunsmiths t9 service and repair firearms
bear in Gilmer County. * Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

DEER PROCESSING
www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED

Abe Nowinski shot a 14 point WWW.mountalnSIdeWV.Com

buck in Gilmer County.
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Shimano ¢ Zebco ¢ St. Croix « Megabass ¢ Yozuri ¢« Booyah ¢ Spro
Vission » Gamakatsu * Senko ¢ Core ¢ Keitech « Crushcity « Zman
Boat « Rebel « Magnet ¢ Strike King « G Loomis ¢ Stradic « Owner
Daiwa « Lews » Sedona * Crankbait « Rapala ¢ Spro « Yamamoto
Savage ¢ Heddon ¢ Bucca * VMC ¢ Chunk ¢ Yum ¢ NetBait « Zoom
- Luke Humphreys got a great buck
Look Up - Down - Across - Dlagona”y with a side hammer muzzleloader.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

CLIP OUT TO MAIL

| Name

| Address

|
| State
| Fish

City

Zip

Pound

| Deer #Points
L

Oz

We are looking for LARGE fish & game

pictures from 2024.
Send Photo To:

|

| s NO

| e W T WVS

| e 2l DOES  p0o Box 5521
| T Vienna, WV
| TEXT 304-482-7217 26105

E-mail Wvasport@gmail.com

_ Photos Will Be Returned

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates
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NEW LARGER STORE

OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

RMTP is the mountain region’s premier
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade,
and pawn new and used guns and offer
gun repair services as well. We have
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the
areas largest selection of ammo. We
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns &
Ammo and increased our inventory.

LOTS OF AMMO

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm Closed Sunday

Anaconda & Python

“SNAKE”
GUNS IN STOCK

Type 7 FFL

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

View Us On richmountaintrading.com

FACEBOOK

RICH MOUNTAIN

~ TRADING & PAWN ~
ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399
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Q Ripley @ Mt. Morris
1350 Ripley Road 102 Free Soil Road,
Ripley, WV 25271 Mt. Morris, PA 15349
304-372-1323 878-223-1340

SRINKLEY Xbulchmen“ @ EMBER = ecrriven

GRANDADESIGN' S PRIMETIME
RECREATIONAL ~§i:./> VEHICLES RV

NORTHEAST’S LARGEST FAMILY
OWNED DEALER NETWORK

CALEDONIA, NY « FARMINGTON, NY « WEBSTER, NY *« BATH, NY « SYRACUSE, NY

* ALBANY, NY * HARRISBURG, PA - APOLLO, PA + MT. MORRIS, PA + SAYRE, PA
* BRANCHVILLE, NJ «+ ELLWOOD CITY, PA - MADISON, OH * JOPPA, MD * RIPLEY, WV

MEYERSRVS.COM
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