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Attention Bass Fishermen!

Cover Photo
A new state record tiger trout
was caught by Nathaniel Smith
from Burlington. It broke
the weight record with 11.98
pounds. His February 24th fish
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New State Record Fish

SOUTH CHARLESTON, WV —
Gov. Jim Justice announced today
that the West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
has reported two new state record
fish catches at New Creek Lake in
February — a redbreast sunfish
and a tiger trout. The catches fol-
low a record blue catfish caught
in December 2023 on the Ohio
River.

“These record-breaking catches
show that West Virginia is truly
a world-class fishing destination
with opportunities as diverse as
our fish populations,” Gov. Justice
said. “It also proves that we go
above and beyond when it comes

to habitat protection, water qual-
ity improvement, conservation,
and fishery management efforts.
We will continue to take care of
the amazing natural resources
West Virginia has to offer, and I
truly congratulate these anglers
for setting new benchmarks that

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP
COMPLETE BOW SERVCE

BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
CROSSBOWS

will inspire future generations.” | +excauger Chelyan, WV
Record Redbreast Sunfish *10POINT  304-595-2699
Zach Adkins of Petersburg, II\TSH}II_I\IIEET
W.Va., caught a record 9.29-inch, « RAVIN
9.1-ounce redbreast sunfish with a Mon-Fri
spoon on New Creek Lake (Dam 12:30 to 5pm
14) on Feb. 19. The sunfish was 10amsfg 2om
certified by WVDNR District 2 | Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

continue to the next page

Nick Battista, from Weirton,
caught a 30” Ohio River walleye.

COOPER’S

CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 45th Year!

304-227-4219

Jonathan & Tyler Thompson brought in a 29.30 1b. 5 fish limit on day
2 of the Fishers of Men Championsip Trail on Lake Harris in Florida.
They landed 3 of the fish over 7 pounds. They finished 4th after the
3rd day. Photo courtesy of 7 Rivers Marine in Coolville,OH.

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

Specialized
Business
Insurance

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com
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biologist Brandon Keplinger. In
2022, Adkins became the first
angler to receive the WVDNR’s
Master Angler Award.

Adkins’s record redbreast sun-
fish was the first caught after the

Zach Adkins, from Petersburg,
caught a state record redbreast
sunfish - 9.29 inches.

11/2 Miles On The Right

304-269-6097

Broken Wheel Campground

I-79 EXit 96 I;lishti_ng

unting

Weston, WV Fsme
AT

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance j W

Ll

and Country Store

Gifts - Game Room
- Playground

Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

ﬁ/

WVDNR added the species to the
state record list on Jan. 1, 2024.
The agency also added redear,
pumpkinseed, black crappie and
redhorse to the list. Each spe-
cies has a minimum length set by
WVDNR fishery biologists that
anglers must meet or surpass to
qualify for a state record for the
species.
Record Tiger Trout - On the cover
Nathaniel Smith of Burling-
ton, W.Va., caught a 26.73-inch,
11.98-pound tiger trout with

April/May 2024 ~ Page 5

a soft-plastic minnow and a
4-pound test line from the shore-
line of New Creek Lake (Dam 14)
on Feb. 24. Smith’s record tiger
trout broke the weight record pre-
viously held by Mike Connolly,
whose fish weighed 10.65 pounds
and was 28.7 inches long. Con-
nolly, who caught his fish in Kro-
del Lake in 2011, retains the re-
cord for length. Smith’s catch was
confirmed by WVDNR District 2
biologists Drew Carter and Carly
continue to the next page



304-269-6330

B&B PAWN SHOP

HUNDREDS

OF GUNS
STOCKED

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

PAWN - BUY
SELL - TRADE

» Musical Instruments
e Furniture
* Glassware
* Electronics

WE BUY ESTATES
13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET
ALUM BRIDGE, WV

Fenstermacher.

“These records remind us of the
importance of our ongoing efforts
in habitat protection, water quali-
ty improvement and fishery man-
agement to ensure that our waters
continue to produce record-break-
ing fish,” said WVDNR Director
Brett McMillion. “We congratu-
late these anglers and thank them

Send In Your 2024
Game & Fish Pics
Details are on page 38.

Logan Powell landed a fat bellied
smallmouth bass recently.

for exemplifying the passion and
dedication that West Virginians
have for the sport of fishing.”

To learn more about state fish
record categories, check page
23 in the West Virginia Fishing
Regulations Summary, available
to download at WVdnr.gov/fish-
ing-regulations. To learn more
about the Master Angler Program,
see page 9.

All anglers 15 and older must
have a West Virginia fishing li-
cense, which can be purchased
online at WVfish.com. Anglers
are reminded that a trout stamp
is required when fishing for trout.
They are also encouraged to up-
grade their fishing experience by
opting for a physical license card
when they purchase their 2024
fishing license.

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles « UTV « ATV
Service & Sales

US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

WWWw.supersmittys.com
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Brought to you locally by

Cody, Wyoming Spencer, WV

The Area’s Newest Full-Line Pro Stocking Dealer

* HUSKEMAW Optics « Shooting Accessories

* Long-Range Rifle Systems

Eliminate the guess - Make your shots accurate and ethical.
Visit our store and let us show you these products.

3-12x42 4-16x42 5-20x50 5-30x56
$1,099% $1,299% $1,699% $2,550%°
Tactical / DGR / Long-Range Rifles / Muzzleloaders / Shotguns “FET
The most advanced ballistic-compensating scopes available. WAR,L?A /ME
Equipped with Rapid Field ballistic compensator and wind-compensating reticle. /VT)/!

Long-Range Rifle Systems IN STOCK

Rifles - Handguns * Shotguns - Optics * Reloading * Supplies - Cleaning Supplies
Brands Include: Savage - Ruger - Weatherby - Jiminez
Browning - Sig-Sauer - H&K - Keltec - Colt

View packages and details at www.longrangestore.com

Stop by... Shoulder arifle... Look through a scope... Ask Questions...
WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

686 Arnoldsburg Rd., SPENCER, WV

Rt. 33 East - Located inside Farmer’s Friend

304-519-2510 susiness® 304-588-4350 cer

Winter Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. » Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

. . Find Us On Facebook
www.triggertimellc.com Trigger Time LLC
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Prepared Food
www.burnsvilledock.com

Lgcrcoille Daclis ey
TACKLE
304-853-2822 | | OPEN | aenciiih
April 15 Lots Of Jigs
LIVE BAIT ots O Jig
Snacks/Beverages Gasoline « Marine Supplies Zoom & More
Bass Fishing Tackle Rods & Reels

Catfishing Supplies

Yamamoto & More

New State Record Bowfin Caught

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— The West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced today that an angler has
caught a state record bowfin on
the Ohio River in Mason County,
making this the fourth state record
catch confirmed since December
2023.

“There’s nothing quite as excit-
ing as finding a trophy at the end
of your line and we’re thrilled that
West Virginia anglers keep reel-
ing in record catches and showing
the world that our state is truly a
world-class fishing destination,”
said WVDNR Director Brett Mc-

Million.

The record fish, a 10.60-pound,
30.20-inch bowfin, was caught
and released on March 12 by Lau-
ren Noble from Letart in Mason
County using a small crankbait.
Noble’s record bowfin was cer-
tified by WVDNR District 5 fish
biologist Jeff Hansbarger.

News of Noble’s record-break-
ing catch comes less than a week
after the WVDNR and Gov. Jim
Justice announced that state-re-
cord redbreast sunfish and tiger
trout were caught at New Creek
Lake in February. A record blue
catfish also was caught on the

Ohio River in December 2023.

Lauren Noble with her new state
record bowfin - 10.60 Ibs.

Located In Ravenswood, WV - Order Online
eMail: sales@bosgunshop.com

. [90SUNSNOP.COM
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Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You
www.doddsports.com

[PISTOLS & RIFLES]|

e BUY
e SELL
11-6 Mon-Fri
- TRADE | "%
* AMMO * SAFES
* CLOTHING * FISHING
* HANDGUNS * RELOADING
* DEER BLINDS + ARCHERY
o CUTLERY * HANDGUNS
* SCOPES * LONG GUNS
* HUNTING * POWDER
* BOATING * OPTICS

Weatherby « Christensen Arms
Ruger ¢ Remington ¢ Browning
Winchester ¢ Glock « Taurus
Thompson Center * Springfield
And MUCH MORE!

|RELOADING|
[RODS-REELS|

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

Just Off Rt. 50

Between Parkersburg
And Clarksburg

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

April/May 2024 ~ Page 9




Hamner Wins The

Bassmaster Classic
TULSA, Okla. — When most an-
glers win the Super Bowl of Bass
Fishing, they at least pretend like
it came as the biggest surprise of
their lives.

But not Justin Hamner.

The fourth-year Bassmaster
Elite Series pro from Northport,
Ala., said openly that he “just had
a feeling” coming into this year’s
Bass Pro Shops Bassmaster Clas-
sic presented by Jockey Outdoors
that he was going to win — and in
three days on Grand Lake O’ the
Cherokees, he turned that feeling
into a hard-core reality.

Hamner completed an assault on
B.A.S.S. history with a Champi-
onship Sunday limit of five bass
that weighed 15 pounds, 13 ounc-
es, and pushed his three-day total
to 58-3. He became only the 10th
angler in the 54-year history of
the event to lead all three days.

“I have no idea what’s been going
on, but this past month has been
pretty dang good,” said Hamner,
who earned $300,000 and the
coveted Ray Scott trophy. “I can’t
explain it, but I really did feel like
I had a good chance to win.”

On day | used a shad-colored,
deep-diving jerkbait to put to-

Intersection of

ROCK Rt. 4 & 20

CAVE Rock Cave, WV
IGA 304-924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane Exchange
Beverages & Snacks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out
www.rockcave.iga.com

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY ¢ SELL
TRADE  PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers
We Will

BUY

Your Used Firearm

TRAPPING SUPPLEES

OLD & NEW SPORTS

GUNS
ANMMO©

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT

M-S 9am to S5pm Sun 12 - 5PM

Rods - Reels & Tackle For:
Bass * Musky * Crappie
Trout - Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

gether a limit that weighed 22-6
and gave him the Day 1 lead.

He went back there for Day
2. But, just like in practice, he
couldn’t replicate a pattern and
was forced to redirect.

“The wind was blowing a ton of
bait into the pocket I was fishing,”
he said. “When all of that bait got
in there, those fish were keyed in

on the bait and they wouldn’t bite
my jerkbait. I couldn’t make them
bite it, and I still can’t really ex-
plain it.”

That’s when Hamner relocated
again and started using Garmin
LiveScope to target largemouth in
brushpiles. He quickly caught two
5-pounders that pushed him to a

continue to the next page

Carol Lusk caught a nice spotted
bass a RD Bailey Lake in March.
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Bert Rhinamon reeled in a huge
rainbow trout in March.



1-77 N . Exit 138 - RT 62 S . 304-372-1323

Visit us online for more details - meyersrvsuperstores.com
1350 Ripley Rd., Ripley, WV 25271

20-pound limit and helped him
maintain the lead going into the
final day.

Despite being in the most vis-
ible spot a professional angler
can hold, Hamner said he never
got nervous until around 1 p.m.
on Championship Sunday. At
that point, he said he lost four big
bass, but he couldn’t say if nerves
caused him to lose the fish or if
losing the fish caused the nerves.

“The first two didn’t bother me at
all,” he said. “I still had that calm
feeling. But around 1 o’clock, the
fish changed and wouldn’t even
react. | don’t know what caused
what.”

Despite his troubles, Hamner’s

Young Carson Jenks used a cross-
bow in Wood County for a 10 pt.

limit of 15-13 helped him hold off
Wisconsin angler Adam Rasmus-
sen who made a hard charge with
18-5 on the final day but finished
almost 3 pounds back with 55-4.

“My father taught me not to talk
about myself, so it’s gonna be
hard for me to get used to calling
myself the Bassmaster Classic
champion,” said Hamner, who

finished 14th and third in the first
two Elite Series events of the year
in February. “But it’s been an
amazing month.”

Hamner said he hadn’t thought
about where he’ll put the massive
Ray Scott trophy. Instead, he said
he’s more worried about mov-
ing out of the double-wide trailer

continue to the next page

LIVIE
BAIT

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

qngtcus 304-275-4619

Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5 am-8 pm Fr

Showroom Bl ) S

NEWARK, WV

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
» Camo Clothing « Muzzleloaders
*» Beverages ¢ Gasoline Musky Lures
* Food ¢ Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette

Closed Sunday
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold ¢ Silver « Jewelry « Guns ¢ Electronics * Tools ¢ Archery « And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101
NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION (304) 428_7298

Www.carlspawnshop.com MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

he’s living in — something that
should be easier to do with the
$350,000 he’s won over the past
two months.

Though he was coy about which
brand of deep-diving jerkbait he
used this week, he said he added
No. 6 Duo Realis treble hooks —
and since they were made from a
heavy wire, they helped the bait
sink a little further. He stuck with
Yo-Zuri T7 Premium Fluorocar-
bon all week, using 12-pound test
when he was around lighter cover
and 14-pound test around thicker
brush.

He used a variety of high-speed
baitcasting reels, all on 7-foot
Halo Scott Canterbury Series me-
dium-heavy cranking rods.

One of the biggest keys to his
success, he said, was adding scent
from the BaitFuel Hardbait Stick.

“It’s the new stick that they came
out with that you can actually ap-

ply to the hard bait,” he said. “I
had like six fish follow my jerk-
bait today. | would stop and put
that stuff on and then catch them.
There’s no doubt in my mind it
makes a huge difference.

“It was like immediate. The

whole school would come up
chasing it, but they wouldn’t eat
it. I put that on there and the first
one that would come up would eat
it.”

They always say that winning the
Classic will earn you a million.

Craig Chidester hooked an 11 Ib.,

6 0z. trout. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.
April/May 2024 ~ Page 12

Andy Godwin landed a 7 pound

March bass. Photo courtesy of cen-
tralwvfishingintel .com



RIDENOUR LAKE - NITRO, WV

NitroCVB.com

New Visitor Center & Elk Viewing Platform

CHARLESTON, W.Va — Gov.
Jim Justice announced today that
the West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources (WVDNR) has
awarded a $6.7 million contract
to the March-Westin Company,
Inc. of Morgantown to construct
a new Tomblin Wildlife Man-
agement Area Visitor Center and
Elk Viewing Platform in Logan
County.

Construction on the new facili-
ty will begin this spring with an
anticipated opening in 2025. This
state-of-the-art facility is expect-
ed to draw in thousands of new
visitors who will witness the maj-
esty of the elk herd while con-
tributing significantly to the local
economy and supporting ongoing
elk management efforts.

“I’m excited to announce that

this project is getting started be-
cause it will allow even more
people to experience the awe-in-
spiring sight of our elk herd,”
Gov. Justice said. “West Virgin-
ians have embraced these majes-
tic creatures, and this new facility
will ensure their continued suc-

cess while boosting tourism and
economic development in Logan
County.”

Funding for the project comes

from $2.5 million in Abandoned
continue to the next page

New elk viewing platform in Lo-

gan County.
April/May 2024 ~ Page 13

Tony Crumbliss hooked a 5 Ib. 6
oz. largemouth at Maple Lake.



50 YARD

INDOOR RANGE

304-622-8440

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH, WV

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH « MISSION « PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

Harold Cogar, Owner

Donnie Shanholtz hooked a 2 1/2
Ib. Stonewall Jackson spot.

Mine Lands grants awarded by
Gov. Justice, along with $2.1
million from the West Virginia
Department of Economic Devel-
opment and an additional $2.1
million from hunting and fishing
license funds.

The elk viewing tower will pro-
vide an elevated platform for en-
hanced viewing areas and a level
viewing area that will be accessi-
ble for those with limited mobili-

Burns’ Bait & Carryout

www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information

LIVE BAIT

@ANE GRIECK

RUNrFISH HIGENSE

* Worms - Minnows
* Fishing Tackle
* Hunting Equipment
* Beverages - Beer
* Food - Concessions

« CAMPGROUND

Guns
/A [T @

INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53
484 LITTLE KANAWHA PKWY

ELIZABETH, WV

304-275-4444
Burnsfamilystore@gmail.com

Mon-Sat 5am to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

Minneows

Case Knives

Tackle

Shiners
LIVIE BAITT
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ty. The adjacent visitor center will
complement the elk viewing tower
with more than 2,000-square feet
of displays, conference facilities,
offices and other amenities for
visitors, volunteers, researchers
and staff. There will also be more
than 500-square feet dedicated to
the history of the elk program and
the reclaimed mine areas where
they have been introduced.

Aside from the visitor cen-
ter, the new facility will feature
3,300-square feet of space de-
signed to meet the unique needs
of managing and supporting West
Virginia’s growing elk herd, in-
cluding a lab with an enlarged
exterior door and overhead crane
system for handling elk, five large
equipment bay doors, research fa-
cilities, labs, and storage for sup-

continue to the next page

Easton Dickerson shot a Kanawha
County black bear last year.



plies and equipment.

“This facility will not only pro-
vide unparalleled opportunities
for the public to connect with na-
ture and witness our majestic elk
herd but also plays a crucial role
in our ongoing efforts to restore
and manage elk populations in
West Virginia,” WVDNR Direc-
tor Brett McMiillion said. “Thanks
to the generous support from Gov.
Justice, our state and the contri-
butions of our hunting and fishing
communities, we are able to bring
this project to life. We believe this
initiative will serve as a beacon
for wildlife enthusiasts, research-
ers and tourists alike, offering a
unique window into the beauty of
West Virginia.”

Gov. Jim Justice and the WVD-
NR announced in January that 17
new elk had been transferred to
the Tomblin WMA, bringing the
state’s growing elk population up
to 127. A second transport of 23
elk is scheduled to take place later
this month.
ect

The WVDNR launched its Elk
Restoration Project in 2016 with
the release of 24 elk acquired
from the Land Between the
Lakes. Since 2018, the WVDNR

==
ALz

Gg F,‘%/ B0A47S

OUTBOARD

www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

YAMAHA
SUZUKI

Authorized
Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

Sherry Doodle landed a big small-
mouth bass on the New River.

has introduced 57 elk (15 from
Kentucky and 42 from Arizona)
to the Tomblin Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Logan County.

To raise awareness about its elk
restoration project, the WVDNR
has offered guided elk tours in

Logan County where participants
can learn more about the history
of elk in West Virginia and get
a chance to see elk in a natural
setting. Tours are offered in Sep-
tember and October each year and
often sell out.

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans
NEW & USED GUNS

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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Big Game Bulletin

Available

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— West Virginia’s Big Game
Bulletin, which includes harvest
numbers for white-tailed deer,
wild turkey, black bear and wild
boar for 2023, is now available
to the public, the state Division
of Natural Resources announced
today.

“The Big Game Bulletin is a
helpful tool that gives hunters an
overview of harvest numbers and
trends,” said WVDNR Director
Brett McMillion. “These harvest
numbers also help our biologists
monitor big game populations and
recommend any needed changes
in bag limits or season lengths so

Adam Maltempie hunted in Ra-
leigh Co. for his wide 8 point.

ARCHERY FOOD PLOT
* Excaliber « Numerous
Striker Seeds
* Bows LIVE BAIT
* Crossbows « Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
e Corn * More
* Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton * Scents
» Custom Blends |[FISHING TACKLE * Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully
stocked hunting
and fishing store!
Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St.
GUNS DEER ATTRACTANTS
AMMO Grafton, WV CORN - FEED
304-265-9278

we can continue to sustain healthy
populations of these important
species.”

According to data in the report,
buck season harvests have in-
creased over the last five years.
Wild boar harvest over the last six
years have rivaled the high-har-
vest years in the 1990’s. Harvest
numbers for other big game spe-
cies and seasons have remained
stable.

Highlights from this year’s re-

port include:
109,246 total white-tailed deer
harvests
12,217 total wild turkey harvest
2,830 total black bear harvests
142 total wild boar harvests

In addition to including har-
vest numbers for each big game
species, this year’s publication
includes harvests by season and
county area. Digital copies are
available to download at Wvdnr.
gov/big-game.

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional

information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

« Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

» Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

+ Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

+ Open 365 days a year

« Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

+ Join the fun this year.

+ All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

» Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

« Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

« Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

* Accessible cabin available.
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Advertise in the W. Va. Sportsman

Details are on page 3.

Low Cost

Forward Facing Sonar - What Is It?

Forward Facing Sonar (FFS) is
one of the most exciting and im-
portant technologies to reach the
recreational fishing world in the
last decade.

By now, you’ve heard the buzz
surrounding this new category of
fishing electronics. But what is it,

and is it worth the intense hype
surrounding it?

In this article, you will learn in
simple terms what forward facing
sonar is, how it works, the cost,
and how it can help you with fish-
ing.

Quick Navigation:

2024 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department
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What is Forward Facing Sonar
Forward Facing Sonar are trans-
ducer systems that can show sonar
returns from whatever direction
an angler is fishing. Some call the
whole category “Livescope,” hav-
ing been released first, but each
major fish finder brand has devel-
oped a version of the technology.

Most people will tell you For-
ward Facing Sonar is only “live”
sonar imaging, like Livescope,
Active Target, and MEGA Live —
and that will be the focus of this
article.

However, 360 Imaging should

continue to page 20

Doody Cook reeled in an early 5
pounder at RD Bailey Lake.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience Items
Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV’s Largest Tackle Store

Rapala ¢ Molix ¢ X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
13 Fishing « KW ¢« Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel « Bandit « 6th Sense
Bomber « Megabass ¢ Jackall « Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC « Savage Gear ¢ Bio Bait « Live Target » Crunchcity « Roboworm
Goggan * Lunkerhunt « Sufix * Lucky Strike » Reaction * KVD « Rage
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle « Venom ¢ Gulp « Seagar ¢ P Line « & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories = Clothing

FFS

Trapping and much more!  LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING
OPEN - 7 Days A Week SONAR BAITS
OVER LINE REELS
N
4000
RODS
RODS: MOLIX - LEW’S
CASHION « BERKLEY
FENWICK « ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO « G LOOMIS « HALO
MADKATZ - ST. CROIX TROUT
PENN « DAIWA « OUTLAW
L I VE B A I T COOLERS PLASTICS
Minnows ¢ Worms ¢ Mealworms
220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES
@RANKAHT@ SMUTTY DOG « LEOPARDIS CRANE
: « TYRANT + LLUNGEN « BITE BACK
Just Outside Of Parkersburg JONES « BOGGS * MYERS
COBB’S - RED OCTOBER
_13520 Emerson Ave. HOTTAIL & MORE
Williamstown, WV 26187
o OnRT. 2
Ohio River Outdoors LLC

On Facebook

304-916-1800

3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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FREE ONLINE Every 6 Weeks www.WVasportsman.net

also be considered FFS! 360 im-
aging shows a continuously up-
dated picture of what is in front of
and around the boat; it’s just not a
“live” image.

Up until FFS, fish finders were
showing us “history.” Whatever
you saw on the screen was either
directly below or already behind
the boat. The transducer pinged,
received a return, and the fish
finder painted that to the screen.
Garmin Livescope Plus Transduc-
er and Black Box

Gary Ross went crappie fishing
for this big one.

With FFS, anglers can now have
real-time forward-looking sonar
on their fish finders while the boat
sits entirely still.

Anglers with Forward Facing
Sonar have the massive advan-
tage of seeing structure and fish
on their screens before ever need-
ing to make a cast.

How Forward Facing Sonar
Works
Think about forward-looking so-

Lori Ketterman hooked a 9 1b.

rainbow. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

nar systems as large ultrasounds
designed for use in water. They
both create an image that appears
“live,” capturing movements in
the target area. There are key dif-
ferences, of course.

Forward Facing Sonar transduc-
ers must cover broad sections of
the water column at much longer
ranges (up to 120 feet) and oper-
ate at medium frequencies in the
0.5 to 1.2 MHz range.

So how does this all work on
the water? Forward Facing Sonar
system has three components:
Transducer — Sends and Receives
the sonar signals.

Black Box — Crunches the sonar
signals with complicated math
and algorithms and sends the data
to the display.

Fish Finder — The images are dis-
played on the screen and can be
adjusted with the typical Contrast
and Sensitivity settings.

Most anglers are familiar with

sonar ‘“black boxes’ and fish find-
continue to page 22

e A/IC

e TV - DVD

e Barbecue Grill

e Large Porch Area

e Great View Of Lake
e Fully Equipped Kitchen
Including Dishwasher

LAKE YIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

- Easy Access

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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103 Chemistry Drive/ Lane

ELKINS, WV

26241

304-636-7732

www.elkinsmotorsports.net

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Warning: The RIDGE® XR side x side can be hazardous to
operate. For your safety: Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Never operate under the influence of drugs or

alcohol. Avoid excessive speeds and stunt driving. Be extra careful on difficult terrain. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki RIDGE Scan with camera
side x side is an off-highway vehicle only, and is not designed, equipped or manufactured for use on public streets, roads or highways. to view videos,
2024 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A. key features

and more.

FREE ONLINE EVERY 6 WEEKS
www.WVasportsman.net

» Back Issues From 2006 On * Advertisers Web Address
* DNR Stream Report * Many State Records
 Clear View Of Pages * Hours Of Reading
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ers, so let’s focus on the transduc-
er. Lowrance had one for years
to run their Side Scan and Down
Scan sonars.

On a Livescope transducer, we
can observe three long rectangu-
lar sections containing the piezo
elements. Google searching for
ultrasound transducer images, we
find these pictures that look sim-
ilar.

We can infer that each section of
the Livescope transducer also has
many piezo elements. Each small
piezo crystal sends and receives
many sound pulses from a tiny
part of the water column. Each
section of elements then makes up
one-third of the total image.

Think of FFS as hundreds of tiny
transducers working together as
one larger transducer.

Combine them all (using elec-
tronics and math magic in the
black box), and you get an im-
age on the fish finder of the wa-
ter in front of the transducer that
appears to be live, much like the
squirming baby in its mother’s
belly at the ultrasound appoint-
ment.

What Forward Facing Sonar Can
Do

Forward facing sonar gives an-
glers a live view of the water col-
umn in whichever direction the
transducer is pointed and orient-
ed.

The FFS transducer can be ori-
ented in 3 ways — Forward, Down,
and Top Down.

What kinds of things can these
sonar views tell us?

Type, size, and shape of cover and
structure

Presence of fish

Quantity, Size, and Position of the

fish
continue to page 24

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN
SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS « FISHING * AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

Ronnie Harbert took advantage of Josh Manning caught an early
the trout stocked in WV. musky on the New River.

Immediate OPENINGS LEFT - Get In For The 2024 Season

Lick Run Hunt Club is located in \Webster County, West
Virginia and encompasses over 8000 acres near the community
of Hacker Valley. The Club is home to deer, turkey, bear and
squirrel. Our members are invited to stay and camp and enjoy
the many activities within the Club as well as the surrounding
areas. Lick Run Hunt Club emphasizes the outdoor experience
in a private setting with beautiful mountain scenery.

The annual membership fee is $50000 and includes
everyone in your immediate family, living at home,
under the age of 22.

* Year Round Camper Space & ATV use.
* Nearby Fishing Opportunities. Family Fun.
To Join The Club For 2024 Contact:
(304) 688-8336 Myron Boggess mboggess@pffwv.org

An Application Form Is Also On Our Website

www.lickrunhuntclub.com
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM  West v trgestyara sae s crampinshi

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he I-‘e ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made 304-269-7328

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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Forward Mode — In this most cal fishing with spoons, jigs, drop
commonly used mode, the trans- shots, and ice fishing.
ducer shows us a vertical pie slice  Anglers can target and fish for
of the water column stretching individual fish, dropping their
from the surface to the bottom. lure directly above them. This
Anglers that can cast their lure in  technique is deadly for walleye,
the transducer’s cone (a skill in it- smallmouth bass, and deep-water
self) can track the lure back to the fishing.
boat, watching how the fish react. MEGA Live screenshot showing
Forward view screenshot of crap- a school of crappie

pie MEGA Live reveals a school of
Forward View — 65 feet out 40 crappie over a tree.
feet down.

Down Mode — The transducer has
the center section pointed straight
down. This mode is best for verti-

PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

- Savage

Horizontal Mode — On Livescope,
this is called Perspective Mode
and is named Landscape Mode
on MEGA Live. This orientation
images a horizontal slice of the
water column useful in shallow
water and trolling.

Fishing for bedding panfish has
never been easier than watching
them as they guard their beds.

With that information at your

continue to page 26

Remington ¢ Winchester « Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Rossi

GUNS & AMMO

2,500 New &
Used Guns

Rick Bertozzi, shot an 8 point
whitetail buck.

* BARNETTE « BEAR ¢ KILLER

MATHEWS « HOYT « BEAR

CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN

INSTINCT
COMPOUND BOWS BY:

It's FISHING seaon
Stop By For Tackle
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LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT
SAFES « KNIVES

Ruger - Glock - Benelli

Doug Belcher got a fall turkey

with white wings. Kimber « T-C Encore « Traditi
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The Best Prices in the State

The Best Deals for You

The Best RV Line up
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fingertips — at all times — in any
direction you choose, you can see
how powerful this technology is
for fishing.

What more could you possibly
want to know without ever having
to make a cast?

Is Forward Facing Sonar Ethical?

The ease of locating and catch-
ing fish has made many anglers
question how fair fishing is with
forward facing sonar like Live-
scope.

Some anglers view it simply as a
new tool for locating and catching
their fish.

Some anglers believe it takes the
sport out of fishing and that the
technology will ultimately harm
the health of our fisheries.

It’s best to spend some time fish-
ing with FFS to understand what
it can and can’t do before forming
your opinion.

Does Livescope Ruin the Fun of
Fishing?

It seems that anglers believe the
extra catch potential is worth the
money.

Remember when you were
younger and didn’t have all these
expensive electronics? Half the

Trent Mullenex fishes for trout a
lot. This 10 1b. 9 ounce rainbow

is one of his best catches. Photo
courtesy of Middle Mountain Sporting
Goods in Elkins.

fun of fishing was wondering
when and where your next will
happen. Using your eyes and ears
to imagine where the best areas to
fish could be.

Forward looking sonar dimin-
ishes the mystery of fishing as we
experienced it as kids. But — fish-
ing with live sonar is undoubtedly
fun, but in a far different way than
we are used to.

Should Livescope Be Banned?

The most extreme voices on
social media will yell at clouds
and say — Livescope should be
banned!

On the other end, they say only
after all our lakes get fished out
will FES be outlawed.

Certain fishing leagues, both pro
and amateur might someday offer
different classes of competition —
One with Forward Sonar and one

without.

The Professional Muskie Team
Tour has already taken that step,
becoming the first tournament se-
ries to ban its use in competition.

Bottom line — the tech isn’t go-
ing away, and will only get better.

Ben Francis reeled in a quality
New River smallmoouth bass.

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning « Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro « Mike’s » Joe’s Flies ¢ Berkley

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Minnows ¢ Wax Worms

Night Crawlers & More
LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Locally Owned

WE BUY LAND
AND
MINERAL RIGHTS

304.623.LAND

TenmileLand.com

Preseason Turkey Scouting Information

If you’re a deer hunter, you scout
before the season. It’s what you
do. So, if you’re a turkey hunter,
why wouldn’t you scout before
the season? That’s a rhetorical
question. In fact, it’s a question
that recently entered my mind as |
began to prepare for youth turkey
season here in Wisconsin.

You see, this will be my first time

ever mentoring a youth hunter,
and boy, do | want to get him on
a bird.
Time your scouting right

Turkeys change their patterns
dramatically from winter to
spring. This shift from giant win-
ter flocks to smaller, single-digit
groups typically happens right
before spring turkey seasons be-

Cody Toler and Coy Daniels caught several smallmouth bass at Blue-

stone Lake in Hinton this March.
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gin in most states. Therefore, you
want to hold off on scouting un-
til about two weeks prior to your
turkey hunting season. Scouting
before that may lead to poor intel
in regards to how turkeys are act-
ing and where they will be during
the season.
Use trail cameras to find turkey
strut zones

By now, almost every hunter has
a trail cam or two. Most hunters
will use them during deer season,
but only a few will keep them out
during the winter and spring. If
you’re not going to keep them out
during the freezing winter months,
at least put them back out in time
for turkey season. Trail cameras
provide all sorts of great informa-
tion that can help you bag a bird.
Set them up in strutting locations
to determine when and where you
need to be sitting with a shotgun
in hand. Strutting zones include
open fields, food plots, pastures,
ridge tops, and logging roads, to

continue to the next page



name a few.

One option that’s becoming
more popular on today’s trail
cameras is the ability to shoot in
time-lapse mode. This is one of
the most underutilized features on
trail cameras, and, in my opinion,
one of the most useful — for deer
and turkey. Set your trail camer-
as up facing either north or south
to prevent sun interference and
set them to take a picture every
5-10 minutes during daylight. If
there’s several dips or rolling hills

Bass Sportsman
2024

ENTER AT
THE RAMP
TOURNAMENTS

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7AM.TO 4 PM. FORALL
* 6 FISH LIMIT
» OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES

OPEN TO ALL TEAMS

INFO: 304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com

Burnsville Lake
April 28
Stonewall - Vandalia
May 26
Sonewall - Vandalia
June 23
Stonewall - Vandalia
July 21
Stonewall - Vandalia
August 18
Stonewall - Vandalia
September 29

in the field, you can set them up
high in a tree to see the field in
its entirety. Since it’s not deer
season you’re not worried about
identifying an individual buck,
but rather, just trying to figure if
and when turkeys are using a par-
ticular area.
Scout from the truck
Not much to explain on this

pre-season turkey scouting tactic,
but it is an effective way nonethe-
less. You don’t necessarily need
a roadside field for this method to
be effective. Driving a daily loop
on logging roads can be effective
as well, as you can spot the toms
strutting from a long way off.

Scouting from the truck is also a
great way to keep the pressure off
the birds. If you don’t have any
fields you can see from the road
on your turkey hunting property,
you can still gain valuable infor-
mation by observing what the tur-
keys are doing in your area. You
can usually get a good idea if they
are henned up, with other toms,
or alone — all key observations
when it comes to deciding what
decoys and calls to use.
Previous turkey hunting history

Understanding what turkeys
continue to page 30

Franklin Stewart reeled in a huge

flathead catfish last fall.
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14th Annual

Stonewall

$1,000 1st Guaranteed
September

14 & 15

$125 Entry + $10 Daily Big

Bass = $145 Total Cost
No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

VANDALIA RAMP
7AM - 4PM Both Days

* 20% Of Teams Win Money
* 6 Fish Limit Al CAN BE OVER 18"
 Complete Rules Given At Event

Mail In $20 To Hold Boat Number

Pay The $125 CASH Balance At Ramp
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

304-482-7217

1 Partner ;

One Phone #

Lewis County
Visitors Bureau
Lodging Info:
304-269-7328
Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850




CONTRACTORS WELCOMIE

3,500 Acre McClintic Wildlife Management Area
Public Hunting & Fishing
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OLD MONEY

BUY « SELL » TRADE

GOLD & SILVER
BUYER

Reloading
Much Ammo
Accessories

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.

GUN & PAWN

539 US Hwy. 33 East
Weston, WV 26452

MOUNTAIN TRADERS

Specializing In Hunting & Collector Guns

Bus: 304-269-2444
Cell: 304-476-8886

Lots Of AR’S
PISTOLS |
New & Used

have done in the past is crucial to
present and future success — after
all, history tends to repeat itself.
Learning how turkeys interact
within the landscape of your hunt-
ing property is of utmost impor-
tance. Is there a barrier they don’t
like to cross? A specific roost tree
they prefer? An annual strutting
grounds? The list of site specif-
ic conditions goes on and on, and
how well you know them usually
plays a big part in your success.
Don’t just learn the ground you
hunt, learn how the turkeys use it.
Map it out

Mapping it out builds upon the
previous tip of understanding

Chase Bowman caught A New
River starin walleye.

how turkeys interact within a spe-
cific landscape. Map out all the
important features and obstacles
that may impact your turkey hunt.
Fence lines, roost sites, strut
zones, creek bottoms, and feeding
areas should all be marked on a

map, so that when one gobbles off
in the distance you know exactly
where to set up for the kill.
Mapping out turkey strut zones
using google earth aerial photos.
Mapping out all the key turkey
continue to the next page

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden ¢ Super Duper ¢ Strike King
Berkley « Mepps * Owner « Zoom * Yum *« Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn « Zoom « Trout Magnet « Eagle Claw ¢ Daiwa
Cabin Creek « Shakespeare ¢ St. Croix ¢ Zebco ¢ Case

Ugly Stik » Gitzit « Rebel » Heddon * Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies « Musky Tackle « Marine Products
1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Crab Orchard, WV

PSE Bear
Killer Instinct Barnett

Hoo Doo

Kayaks
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200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout 9 %

Tube Rentals C_e)
x @®

Cable TV
<«

@@ |

US Rt 33

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

www.revelles.com

areas will give you a good idea
on where you should be hunting
throughout the day. Also, when
one gobbles unexpectedly you
will have a good idea where he is
or where he is headed and you can
sneak in for the Kill.
Boots on the ground

Last, but certainly not least, strap
up your boots and get out there.
Identifying turkey sign may not
be as easy as finding deer sign
in the woods, but if you know
what you’re looking for, certain
markers can clue you in on a big
strutter’s whereabouts. Use the
following forms of turkey sign to
help you bag a big ol’ longbeard
this season.
Turkey Wing Feather

Finding a turkey wing feather in
an open forest with mature trees is

Ed Bryan landed another big
largemouth bass in February.

Financing Available

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

GROVE MARINE

~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

304-547-5044

7 MILES EAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

almost always a sure sign of roost
site.

Turkey droppings — easily spot-
ted on bare ground and can sig-
nify a roosting site if found in
high concentrations below a large
tree. Turkey droppings are usual-
ly two-toned as the brown color
tapers into a whitish gray end.
Droppings from a gobbler are typ-
ically elongated with a J-hook on
one end. Droppings from a hen
are typically clumped or spiral
shaped.

Turkey scratchings — most easily
identified in a wooded area where

you can see the leaves roughed
up. Turkeys will scratch the
ground beneath them while they
are searching for food.

Turkey feathers — look for black
and white barred wing feathers
and tail feathers to locate roost lo-
cations. Often a turkey will lose a
wing or tail feather from the com-
motion of flying up or down from
aroost tree. If you find several in
one area, it’s a sign you may want
to set up nearby.

Turkey tracks — easily identified
by the 3 long, front-facing toes —
are a good clue.

FREE Online - wwwWwvasportsman.net

4876 Route 152

www.rodgersmithmarine.com

Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487

Skeeter
South Bay

Yamaha
Honda
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Reinstated Trout Stocking

CHARLESTON, WV — Gov.
Jim Justice announced today that
an agreement has been reached
between the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources (WVD-
NR), and the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (USFWS) to reinstate
trout stockings to their original
schedule.

“This agreement represents a
victory for West Virginia’s long-
standing tradition of world-class
trout fishing,” Gov. Justice said.
“My administration has fought to
ensure that anglers across the state
continue to enjoy the benefits of
responsible, sustainable trout
stocking practices. I’'m proud of
our continued commitment to
both conservation and recreation,
and | applaud the collaborative
efforts of the WVDNR, USFWS,
and West Virginia University that

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

Danner
Lacrosse
Vortex

Camo Clothing ¢ Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment

Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels

Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

made this agreement possible.”

As part of the agreement, the
WVDNR will reinstate stockings
in four previously closed waters
and restore the stocking frequen-
cy of 20 iconic streams during the
month of May. Streams returning
to the original stocking schedule
are:

Pinnacle Creek — Wyoming Coun-
ty
Camp Creek — Mercer County
Laurel Creek of Cherry — Green-
brier/Nicholas County
North Fork of Cherry — Greenbri-
er County

“We are thrilled to announce that
these waters have returned to the
original stocking schedule,” said
WVDNR Director Brett McMil-
lion. “Thanks to the support and
collaboration of Governor Jus-
tice, West Virginia anglers can
continue to enjoy our world-class
trout program.”

Following the initial decision
to remove these waters from the
stocking schedule due to endan-
gered species concerns, Gov. Jus-
tice and WVDNR representatives
engaged with the USFWS to ex-
plore a potential compromise. As
a result, the streams will resume

Gabe Dixon landed a Plum Or-

chard lake smallmouth bass.
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Convenience Store  Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies ¢ Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 [H\VI=R:INN)

stocking as originally outlined in
the 2024-2025 Fishing Regula-
tions. Additionally, West Virginia
University will conduct a trout
food habitat study to ensure ap-
propriate conservation measures
are in place to protect the Candy
Darter, Guyandotte River crayfish
and Big Sandy Crayfish.
continue to page 34

Jackie Winthrop, from Hunting-
ton, caught a good spring bass.

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY
(S 304-824-3745 %‘(

Over 55 Years
Experience

BIRDS * FISH + ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE



Areas Largest
Stock of
Guns and

AmMmo

4.25” - 6”- 8”

160 5th St. Elking, WV 681-298-5070 oveR

60 Snake Guns In Stock

Wheeler’s Guns & Ammo ANACONDAS uginy

SALE PRICE

HOO1 Rifl
MES $417.00 $3090%

CLASSIC LEVER ACTION RIFLE 22 S/L/LR 15LR/17L/21S

700 BDL ﬁ
All In Stock Rifles $999

OVER 2,200 BOXES
PISTOL - RIFLE
SHOTGUN

~ 100 HERITAGE GUNS IN STOCK

‘EHBrttagB @@% OFF on all Heritage Guns

Open 8am to 3pm M-F MANUFACTURING INC.
Brian Wheeler

Sat. 8am to 1pm NO TAX ON GUNS & AMMO Owner

Closed Wed & Sun \
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LEESON'S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES « FINANCE « PARTS « SERVICE
www.leesonsmotors.com 320 WeSt Maln Stl’eet
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

“In response to a recent request
from the WVDNR to change their
trout stocking program while con-
tinuing to implement conserva-
tion measures for listed species,
the Service provided a means to
move forward as required under
the Endangered Species Act. We
have also updated the West Vir-
ginia grant to support the trout
stocking program,” said Wendi

Weber, USFWS Regional Direc-
tor. “We appreciate our strong
working relationship with WVD-
NR. We collaboratively partner to
conserve listed species and pro-
vide angling opportunities to the
public.”

Anglers can find the full trout
stocking schedule on pages 14-15
of the 2024 West Virginia Fishing
Regulations Summary.

Gunner Fuller and Wesley Harman landed some quality gold trout.
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

CRISS SALES & SERVICE ~ Husqvarna
(304) Shindaiwa
472-1474 & More

— OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Lawn & Garden

CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carhon Crossbow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN
One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

WYV Gold Rush

Bigger This Year
SOUTH CHARLESTON, WV —
Gov. Jim Justice announced today
that the West Virginia Gold Rush
will be bigger and better than ever
this year and include five times the
number of chances to win prizes
when the popular trout stocking
event returns for its seventh year
on April 1.

“As a lifelong angler, there’s
nothing that brings me more joy
than to announce the return of this
incredible event. The West Vir-
ginia Gold Rush not only show-
cases the breathtaking beauty of
our natural landscapes but also

highlights the world-class fishing
continue to the next page

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

Gasoline
diesel [N
Kerosene
WV Lottery & Powerball

We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm-
Sun 7am to 9pm

;": 3 \, AR g
= 304-472-5132 °
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opportunities our state offers,”
said Gov. Justice. “From avid
anglers to families looking for a
fun outdoor activity, | want to en-
courage everyone to participate in
this exciting event and help make
this year’s Gold Rush the best one
yet.”

This is the seventh annual Gold
Rush, which had its inaugural
stocking in April 2018. Since
then, Gov. Justice has promoted
the event by adding more golden
rainbow trout, more stocking lo-
cations and more chances to win
prizes.

“Gold Rush wouldn’t be what it
is today without the leadership of
Gov. Justice and his commitment
to enhancing the angling experi-
ence in our state,” said WVDNR
Director Brett McMillion. “As
we celebrate the seventh anniver-
sary of the Gold Rush, we look
forward to seeing all of the ways
this exciting event helps recruit
the next generation of anglers and
helps us keep West Virginia’s out-
door traditions alive and well for

8 year old Dawn Ann Arbogast
caught an 8 pound rainbow trout.

years to come.”

From April 1 to April 13, the
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources will stock more than
50,000 golden rainbow trout at
68 lakes and streams around the
state, including waters in or near
15 state parks and forests. Stock-
ing locations and details about the
Gold Rush can be found at WVd-
nr.gov/goldrush.

The Gold Rush Giveaway

The Gold Rush Giveaway will
return this year bigger and better
than ever. Out of the 50,000 gold-
en rainbow trout stocked during
the event, 500 trout will receive a
numbered tag, five times the num-
ber of tagged trout in past years.
If an angler catches a trout with
one of these tags, they can enter
the tag number at WVdnr.gov/
goldrush for a chance to win one
of five free West Virginia resident

lifetime fishing licenses, a one-
night stay at a state park or forest
cabin or a $25 West Virginia State
Parks gift card.

In addition to increasing the
number of tagged trout, the
WVDNR is also giving away ex-
clusive Gold Rush merchandise to

continue to the next page

Cody Taggert fished off the bank
for a huge largemouth bass.

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890
(cell)

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

Overnight Camping
New River Road

Hinton, WV

www.berryscamp.com

Fluid & Brooklyn Kayaks
CAN Outdoors

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass Hinton, WV 304-309-3800

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing
Catamaran Rentals

Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199

berrycampinfo@aol.com
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to everyone who reports their
tagged golden rainbow trout catch
during the event.
Fishing Licenses and Regulations

All anglers 15 and older must
have a West Virginia fishing li-
cense with a current trout stamp
and a valid form of identification
while fishing during Gold Rush.
Licenses and stamps can be pur-
chased online at WVfish.com. An-
glers are encouraged to upgrade
their fishing experience by opting
for a physical license card when
they purchase their 2024 fishing
license and trout stamp. Anglers
are also reminded to follow West
Virginia’s fishing regulations. For
more information about stockings
and other fishing resources, visit
wVdnr.gov.
Gold Rush Lodging Discount

To encourage anglers and their
families to plan a Gold Rush ad-
venture, West Virginia State Parks
is offering a 15% discount on
lodge rooms, cabins and camp-
sites booked between now and
April 30. To receive the discount,
book online at WVstateparks.com
and use the offer code GOLD at
checkout. Good luck to all the
people looking for “Gold”.

Eddy Humphrys had an 8 Ib. 1 oz.
largemouth bass in Jackson Co.

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING

HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING
TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

6522 Tyler Highway

SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175
304-758-2150

DEER PROCESSING
www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED

WWW.mountainsidewv.com
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FREE ONLINE Since 2006

® Qur Advertisers
» Stream Report
* Back Issues

ww.WVasportsman.net

The Bobcat

24 x 16’

Adam Whetzel, from Petersburg,
caughta 5 1/4 pound brown trout..

Tom Hart, from New Milton,
hooked an 18" rainbow trout.

Ryan Smith, from Weston, has a 6

384 Square

Features A24’x 8
Covered Porch

Building Materials
Available

Two Locations In WV

“Your Path To Affordable  54g pisplay Drive

Log Home Living” Jane Lew, WV 26378
« FREE Unloading At Your Site 304-884-6646
* Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV 521 Hinkle Road
* Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices Fayetteville, WV 25840
Many NEW 304-517-9081

models to choose from.

MILL DIRECT
PRICES!

D-Logs 6” x 6", 6” x 87, 8" x 8”
Log Siding 67, 8”7, 12"
Douglas Fir Beams
Dove Tail Log 6” x 12”
TIG1"x 6", 2" x6"
Cedar Posts & Railing

Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com

Ib., 6 0z. largemouth bass.

Or email us at Info@mountainstateloghomes.net
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WORD SEARCH

Lowrance ¢« Map * Frequency ¢ Side « Clarity * Sonar « Power
Sport ¢ Simrad ¢ Technology ¢ Chart « Pool « Humminbird « Active
Target « Anchor ¢ Chirp « Down ¢ Net « Halo ¢ Screen ¢ Echo ¢ Depth
System ¢ Spot « Garmin ¢ Reveal » Imaging  Transducer ¢ Scout

Ghost * Nosecone ¢ Speed ¢ Radar ¢ Ultra ¢ Livescope ¢ Vivid ¢ Plot

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

304-439-5329

RICKS

TAXIDERMY

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime
45 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

DA

Accepting Major Credit Cards

Full Time/Award Winning Master
Taxidermist Rick Dunlap

Www.wvasportsman.net

Bryan Suter had March success with
a nice lake largemouth bass.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2024.

CLIP OUT TO MAIL

| Name

| Address

| e
| .
. | P - WVS
ciy _ | % DOES po Boxss21
| State Zip | Vienna, WV
| Fish Pound oz | TEXT 3@45425721[7 26105
!_Dfr_ S ghi —— _#Po_ints_T_ _; Photos Will Be Returned E-mail anSport@gma”Com

NO Send Photo To:

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates
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2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

CATFISH PARADISE Lazy Dog

CATFISH PAYLAKE |Campground & Resort
“Where the big cats swim” CATFISH PAYLAKE

www.catfishparadiseohio.com
1564 McGriffins Lane

Jackson, Ohio 45640
(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins
*70 Full Hook-up
Campsites
JOIN THE
FUN!
Check Us Out
On Facebook At
CATFISH PARADISE Lazy Dogs
Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimmin
12769 Veto Road Joy L.amping, 5 5
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7 Numerous Sites Playground
Marietta, OH shelter House ~ BRING  pyy | ake s Fishing
45750 Picnic Areas THE Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
Bathhouse Swimming Pool
(740) 373-0686 Laundry Facilities FAMILY Dc\)l\tljlgl](rené:n(?rnf?c?le
FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS $18 + $3 BONUS FISH
6 TO 10 YEARS OLD $5 FREE 5 & UNDER
24 HOURS $25 $48 HOURS $43

Both Lakes Open 24 Hours - 7 Days A Week

Both Lakes Feature Fully Equipped Tackle Shops LIVE BAIT
Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy Dog FrilSat 8pm to 1am Catfish Paradise  $20 + Ticket Pays Top 4
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Www.superiorautowv.com Www.superiorautowv.com WwWWw.Superiorautowv.com

Gobble Up Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

TR. Hathaway says: “Turkey season dates are April 15 to May 19"
2024’s 2024 Toyota Tundra
On The Way

Supr”

The name says it all!
SALES, SERVICE,
PARTS

_ $1,000 Customer Cashor or 3.99% APR for 60 Months

2024 Toyota Tacoma 2024 Toyota 4Runner
Arriving Soon

Reserve Yours Today Reserve Yours Today

View the Superior Toyota Sales Incentives for this Rt. 50 EAST
month by going online at superiorautowv.com PARkERSBURG

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate.

4.99% APR for 60 monthly payments 0f $18.87 per $1,000 borrowed . Plus tax & fees and dealer doc fe_e. 304_424_5 l 2 2

Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors. Offer expires

430, 2024 800-478-5884

WWW.superiorautowv.com Www.superiorautowv.com WWW.superiorautowv.com
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