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(SAVE} Mill Direct Prices!

e FREE Unloading at Your Site

e Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV

» Save money when you buy mill direct
by taking out the middleman!

e All materials are cut to order.
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Huge Selection Chain Saws e+ Mowers
Of Knives Weed Eater & More
Mon - Fri 9-5
Sat 9-4

Hart’s Pro Hardware
616 Elk Street
Gassaway, WV 26624
304-364-5282

Hunting/Fishing Licence || Now
Tool Rental « Plumbing Selling
Saw & Mower Repair Guns
Pipe Threading * Keys
Dewalt/Milwaukee Tools Am_mo
Welding ¢ 3D Printing Knives

Cover Photo

Fishing in the Smoke Hole
area, Hunter Rohr reeled in a
new golden trout state record.
The Buckhannon native’s fish
broke the weight and length
records. It measured 28” and
weighed 11.84 (11 Ibs., 13 0z).

Turkey season starts April
18 in WV. Hunt carefully and
good luck to all.

Lots of big fish have been
caught. Send pics Page 38 info.

FREE ONLINE www.wvasportsman.net
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Deer Harvest For The Season

The West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources (WVDNR)
today announced that hunters har-
vested 92,553 white-tailed deer
during the 2025-2026 seasons,
which is a 17 percent decrease
from the 2024 deer harvest of
111,646 and 14 percent below the
5-year average of 107,434.

This year’s decreased harvest
was caused by an increase in hard
mast production, which often re-
sults in decreased harvests due to
the difficulty of tracking and tar-
geting game species spread out
over a landscape. Several coun-
ties also experienced an outbreak
of hemorrhagic disease, which
likely impacted hunter success,
especially in the western part of
the state.

According to preliminary num-

Ben Smith traveled to Boone
County for a dandy buck.

200+ Campsites « All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout 9 %

Tube Rentals @X&@

Cable TV
US Rt 33

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV

304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

bers collected through the WVD-
NR’s electronic game checking
system, hunters harvested 33,823
bucks during the traditional buck
fircarm season, 25,453 antlerless
deer during all antlerless firearm
hunting opportunities, 29,654
deer during the urban and regular
archery/crossbow seasons, 3,102
deer during the muzzleloader
season and 501 deer during the
Mountaineer Heritage season.
ANTLERLESS DEER SEASON
Hunters harvested 25,453 deer
during the 2025 antlerless deer
season, which includes the youth,
class Q and Class XS deer season.
The harvest was a 23 percent de-
crease compared to the 2024 har-
vest of 33,057 and 13 percent be-
low the 5-year average of 29,303.
The top ten counties for antler-
less deer harvests were Preston
continue to page 6

RV Camp
Gift Shop
Cabins
Lighthouse
Playground ¢ Tent Camping ¢ Boat Rental
104’ Tell
Lighthouse
Tour
Pontoon
Fishing Boat
Paddleboard
Canoe
Kayak
Rentals
Pirate Ship
Playground
Luxury
Cabins
Tiny
Cabins

278 Summersville Lake Rd.
Mt. Nebo, WV 26679

304-872-5975
www.summersvillelakeretreat.com

Zack Yost hunted in Tyler County
for his gun buck.
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* Back Issues From 2006 On
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wv@gunins.com
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Dale Locklear is pleased with his Zac Bolling used a bow for a Only 7, Xyler Erksine had hunt-

whitetail buck. huge McDowell Co. buck ing success.
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304-269-6330 B&B PAWN SHOP

PAWN - BUY

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

OF GUNS

SELL - TRADE

» Musical Instruments
e Furniture
* Glassware
* Electronics

WE BUY
ESTATES

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET

L STOCKED

ALUM BRIDGE, WV

(1,442), Upshur (907), Greenbri-
er (877), Monroe (876), Mason
(841), Lewis (836), Hardy (775),
Randolph (774), Barbour (695)
and Braxton (680).
ARCHERY AND CROSSBOW
DEER SEASONS

Hunters harvested 29,654 deer
during the 2025 archery and
crossbow season. The 2025 har-
vest was an 8 percent decrease
over the 2024 harvest of 32,240
and 5 percent below the 5-year
average of 31,139. The proportion
of the archery harvest taken using
a crossbow has stabilized and was

Jonathan Caltrider got a nice 9
point in Ritchie County

greater than deer reportedly taken
by a bow.
The archery and crossbow harvest
does not include the 29 deer taken
with recurve or longbows during
the Mountaineer Heritage season.
The top ten counties for archery
and crossbow deer harvests were
Preston (1,573), Raleigh (1,378),
Wyoming (1,224), Kanawha
(1,045), Fayette (1,032), Mercer
(892), Nicholas (889), McDow-
ell (876), Randolph (860) and
Monongalia (842).
MUZZLELOADER DEER SEA-
SON

Hunters harvested 3,102 deer
during the 2025 muzzleloader
season, which was 26 percent less
than the 2024 harvest of 4,173 and

April/May 2026 ~ Page 6

22 percent below the 5-year aver-

age of 3,979. The muzzleloader

deer season harvest does not in-
continue to the next page

Aiden Johnson - 9 - got a nice
buck during muzzleload season.



GREAT PRICING ON 2023 LEFTOVERS

SPRING
PONTOON
SALE

222 CR

Financing Available

222 FCR

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535

304-529-0487
www.rodgersmithmarine.com SKEETER

clude the 472 deer taken with side
lock and flintlock muzzleloaders
during the Mountaineer Heri-
tage season. The top ten counties
for muzzleloader deer harvests
were Nicholas (186), Preston
(179), Randolph (158), Greenbri-
er (131), Upshur (115), Fayette
(111), Raleigh (95), Mason (93),
Barbour (90) and Kanawha (88).
PUBLIC MEETINGS ON PRO-
POSED HUNTING REGULA-
TIONS

Hunters are reminded that
in-person public meetings on pro-
posed hunting regulations will be
held on March 17-18 at six loca-
tions around the state. Specific
proposals will be made available
to the public following the quar-
terly meeting of the West Virginia
Natural Resources Commission
on March 12 at WVdnr.gov/pub-

lic-regulations-meetings. to purchase a 2026 license and
For more information about stamps, visit WVdnr.gov. Lots of
hunting in West Virginia and happy hunters that got a deer.

John Terry of Gallagher, W.Va. has set a new state record for tiger
trout. Terry caught a 29.13-inch, 11.04-pound tiger trout on March
19 from Seneca Lake in Pocahontas County using a Panther Martin
Spinner and 4-pound test line. His catch passed the state length record

of 28.7 inches recorded by Mike Connelly in 2011 at Krodel Lake.
April/May 2026 ~ Page 7



RIDENOUR LAKE - NITRO, WV

NitroCVB.com

Spring Bass Fishing - Time To Get On The Water

Any knowledgeable angler will
tell you that to catch a fish, you
need to think like it. Bass have
spent most of their winter days
foraging the deep waters. As the
spring kicks in, they’ll start mov-
ing to spots that are rapidly warm-

David Riddle went to Stonewall
Jackson for an early season bass.

ing up. They’re eager to spawn
and set up their nests in shallow
water, especially spots with struc-
ture.

This means you should look for
fallen trees, grass, rocks, water
lilies — anything that can serve as
a cover. It can sometimes be hard
to spot these places, but with the
right electronics or a bit of re-
search, you can find a real prize.

However, Bass are always on
the run and can get unpredictable,
especially if the weather is fin-
icky. One day can be all bite and
fight. Come to the same spot the
next day, and you get skunked.
You need to be patient and exper-
iment with the fishery. As a rule of
thumb, fish with faster lures and
patterns on warm spring days and

swap these for slower-moving
April/May 2026 ~ Page 8

baits on colder days.
Come Rain or Shine: Best Weath-
er for Bass

The weather can be tough in
spring, but the fish are well worth
it.

When fishing for pre-spawn

continue to page 11

Gage Lane reeled in a top quality
spring largemouth bass.



Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
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e BUY
e SELL
11-6 Mon-Fri
* TRADE | "ii%:
* AMMO * SAFES
* CLOTHING * FISHING
* HANDGUNS * RELOADING
* DEER BLINDS + ARCHERY
o CUTLERY * HANDGUNS
* SCOPES * LONG GUNS
* HUNTING * POWDER
* BOATING * OPTICS

Weatherby « Christensen Arms
Ruger ¢ Remington ¢ Browning
Winchester ¢ Glock « Taurus
Thompson Center * Springfield
And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

CLASS 3  Suppressors
DEALER Thermal Scopes

Just Off Rt. 50
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And Clarksburg
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103 Maple Street
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Pontoon
Fishi

OVER Jonboat

4 , O O O Pleasure

GUNS
IN STOCK

96 Outdoor Plaza
Ripley, WV 25271

304-373-0400

bridgeport equipment and tool ripley
www.bridgeportequip.com

Online Ordering Or
Stop By Our Ripley Store

Famous Name Guns

New & Used Guns We Trade

Fishing & Archery

Ventrac - UTVs

Deere Mowers - Stihl Products \

Other Store Locations 11 Total
Products Offered May Differ

Bridgeport, OH Huntington, WV
740-635-1129 304-736-2120
Marietta, OH Wurtland, KY
740-373-6686 606-833-1408

New Martinsville, WV Charleston, WV
304-455-6686 304-744-0555
Pennsboro, WV Pomeroy, OH
304-659-2917 740-992-1438
Gallipolis, OH Beckley, WV
740-446-2412 304-252-6688

\Heavy Equipment Sales & Rentals \
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Bass, the weather can really help
you out. On cloudy days, Bass
will move around the lake. You’ll
have better chances of catching
them as they explore the shallow-
er parts as well.

Another element that plays to
your advantage is rain. Bass tend
to be more aggressive when it’s
raining and leave their cover to
feed, so grab a good pair of boots
and go stand in the rain. Spring
showers also make it more diffi-
cult for Bass to spot you.

Lastly, don’t shy away from
the breeze. The wind will spur
bait fish to congregate in cover
and Bass won’t skip a meal. On
windy days, the fish will move to
shallower parts. You may find it
tricky to navigate a boat on a day Daniel Post and Garrett Tucker had an unusual catch at an event in
like this, but on the plus side, the March. They landed 4 fat spotted bass (see the lines on the bellies)
water movements caused by the and a quality smallmouth bass at Sutton Lake. Photo courtesy of Moun-
wind will make it harder for the taineer Gun Sales in Morgantown.

Bass to spot your boat.
The Three Stages of Spawning

Everything in spring revolves
around the spawn. Whether fish LIVE
are looking for a mate, holed up BAIT
on their nests, or moving back
out onto the lake, understanding

their goal will help you achieve
yours. Here’s a brief summary of

the three stages of the spring Bass CROSS ROADS G EN ERAL STORE

spawn: pre-spawn, spawn, and

post-spawn. LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

Early Spring Bass Fishing ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.
The early spring can be a hit and NEWARK. WV

miss, especially if the snow and GUNS 304-275 46’19

: : : : In Stock - -

ice continue into April. Bass are Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th

sensitive to temperature changes Safe 5 am-8 pm Fr

and will stay alert in order to find Showroom 8 am-8 pm Sat

the spawning grounds. Closed Sunday
However, the cold front will still » Hunting Supplies * Ammo

keep them near the depths — they » Camo Clothing  Muzzleloaders

continue to the next page * Beverages ¢ Gasoline Musky Lures

e Food rITive Bai}(i Mi(r)mowg & More
 Fishing Tackle « Crossbows
FREE ONLINE :

www.wvasportsman.net R aVi n - B ar n ette
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold ¢ Silver « Jewelry « Guns ¢ Electronics ¢ Tools ¢ Archery « And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296) NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

www.carlspawnshop.com

Parkersburg, WV 26101

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

515 Division Street

(304) 428-7298

won’t risk venturing into cold
shallows. What Bass do in
that case is look for deep wa-
ters near shorelines where they
can find secluded spots such as
rocks and weeds.
Once the weather improves,
Bass will head to the shallows.
They will stick to areas with
access to deeper water, though,
to avoid sudden drops in water
temperature. Because of this,
transition areas like points and
coves are a good place to look.
Mid-Spring Bass Fishing
Depending on where you live,
the spawn normally kicks off
in the middle of spring. Bear in
mind, though, that not all Bass
spawn at the same time. You
can target females waiting for the
males to set up spawning beds, as

well as fish already holed up on
their nests.

Bass are at their most aggressive
immediately before or during the
spawn. They’re fighting for their
chance to mate and won’t let any-
thing stand in their way. You’ll
find most of the action in the

shallows during this time. How-
ever, that’s also where you’ll find
the most fishing pressure. If it’s
too busy, look for fish staging in
deeper water too.

Once the fish have spawned, the
males will hole up on their nests,

continue to the next page

Luke Ankrom hooked a 6 Ib., 3 0z

largemouth with Dustin Dennis.
April/May 2026 ~ Page 12

Justin Stanton released a big
Stonewall Jackson largemouth



FORN | Burnsville Doclts BRNS:
RENTALS TACKLE
SELECTION
304-853-2822 =T
Season | Lots Of Jigs
LIVE BAIT e o
Snacks/Beverages Gasoline « Marine Supplies Zoom & More

and the larger females will move
out to the edges of the spawning
zones to rest. This makes them
easy to find, but hard to tempt.
They’re either exhausted or
guarding the nests, and will main-
ly bite out of annoyance or the
perception of a threat.

Late Spring Bass Fishing

Once the spawn’s over, the fish
are back out on the hunt. This can
be a great time to target large fe-
males, as they’re angrily feeding
up after the efforts of spawning.
What makes this even better is the
arrival of smaller fish like Blue-
gill, who move in to spawn after
the Bass are done.

Ambush is the name of the game
here. Bass will lurk around cov-
er, waiting to jump out at unsus-
pecting fish. Use this to your ad-
vantage, pitching deep into cover
with weedless lures. This will
also help you escape the strong
fish pressure of late spring.

As spring turns to summer, wa-
ter temperatures stabilize and
Bass start to leave the shorelines.
This signals the end of the spring
fishing season. However, you can
still get in some last-minute trips
if you hit the water early, before
the morning sun warms the water.
Spring Bass Fishing Lures

When it comes to lures, there’s
no cookie-cutter solution. Pack a

variety as you’ll probably need son (pre-spawn, spawning, post-
to vary your tactics to stand a spawn). But before you do all

chance. You’ll also need to fac-
tor in the weather and the sea-

that, let’s have a look at the most
continue to the next page

Tim Wade hooked a nice Stone-
wall Jackson largemouth bass.

Fishing at Bluestone Lake, Mar-
vin Jeffrey has a big smallmouth.

LIVE BAIT

MINNOWS ¢ NIGHTCRAWLER « MEAL WORM

NEW & USED GUNS
Buy - Sell - Trade - Pawn
Archery Equipment

Tools - Chainsaws A
FISHING M
TACKLE M

Open: Mon Tue Thu Fri 8-4
Wed & Sat 8 to Noon O

613 E Main St.

HARRISVILLE, WV
304-643-2940
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50 YARD THE Bow SHOP Open 10AM to 8°PM T-F
INDOOR RANGE 12PM to 6PM Sat.
HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH ¢ MISSION ¢ PSE

304-622-8440| Repair string and cables for most bows LEAGUE
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning SHOOTING

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Harold Cogar, Owner
Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH, WV

common lures used in catching glers also trim the skirt of the lure
spring Bass. so that it doesn’t get tangled and
Spinnerbaits wound up.

What are spinnerbaits for? Cre-  On a calm day, you can retreat
ating vibrations and noise that the lure more slowly, but when
will make the Bass think that prey there’s wind, make sure to start
is near. Bass rely heavily on their reeling in the second your lure is
sense of hearing, so you’ll want in the water. You need to make
to create some noise, more so if a splash and the blades’ shiny
you're fishing calm waters with appearance will entice the fish.
little to no wind. Yo-yoing (pulling the lure up

Luckily, spinnerbaits are a pret- and then dropping it) should also
ty versatile lure. The metal blades produce a good effect and get the

attached to them come in differ- Bass going. David Bernardo landed a huge
ent shapes and sizes. Some an- continue to page 16 rainbow trout at Curtisville Lake.
16th * 6 FISH LIMIT
newall .
wma StONE . a ALL 6 CAN BE OVER 18
Class | c « Complete Rules Given
At Event 36 Boat
$1 000 VANDALIA RAMP =
) | 79 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out .
Guaranteed Mail In $20 By 9/8 To
1st Place 7AM - 4PM Hold Boat Number
Both Days Pay The CASH
ENTER NOW B_alance At The Ramp
September « Hold Your Boat Number Mail to: Bass Sportsman

P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105
1 2 & 1 3 TOURNAMENT INFO - 304-482-7217 Clip Out And Mail In - $20
Lewis County Visitors Bureau | . T

$125 Entry = Covers Both Days LOdglng |nf0 304-269-7328 i Name i
$10 Daily Big Bass = $145 Toral ~ QuUality Inn & Restaurant 1 5.0,
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily* WeStE]nn WV 304(‘3{269'7000 E '

: Wright’s Riverside Marine 1 one phone # i

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp St. Marys, WV 304-684-2850 | i
Bass Sportsman i . Mail §
Stonewall Classic $20 !

Team Bass Tournament
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Jerkbaits

If you want to winch up a
pre-spawning Bass, you need to
work jerkbaits. They’re common
weapons of choice for a good rea-
son. Bass monitor the water tem-
perature closely, making sure to
stay in warmer parts. You’ll need
jerkbaits to work both the clean
shallow waters and grassy patch-

€s.

Back Issues Back To 2006

and bigger lures that will attract

Be sure to try out various jerkbait bigger fish.

presentations. The rhythm can be
key to enticing Bass, and if you’re
fishing during a cold front, you’ll
want the pause between jerks to
be longer. Also, keeping slack in
the line is essential to successful
jerk movements. If you’re fishing
on a breezy day, use long casts

2026 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats In Stock

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department
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Jigs
For anglers who don’t mind
taking things slow, working jigs
to imitate Crawfish can produce
some real magic. Pre-spawn fish
will be moving from deeper wa-
ters to spawning grounds, so the
key is to jig slowly and near the
bottom. If the weather allows it,
you can just drag the bait over the
bottom and slowly retrieve it.
When looking for Bass in more
secluded waters and grass lay-
downs, you’ll want to thread your
jig trailer to the jig body until
it’s leveled with the hook point.
Good luck in 2026 for bass.

Dustin Dennis is pleased with a
big Stonewall Jackson Lake bass.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience Items
Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV



WYV DNR Master Angler Award

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Natu-
ral Resources (WVDNR) today
announced that Scott Lattea from
Harrison County has become
the state’s eighth Master Angler
Award recipient.

Lattea completed this feat by
catching 22 fish species on 11 wa-
ters across West Virginia.

“Receiving the Master Angler
Award takes dedication, skill and
a willingness to try new tech-
niques,” said WVDNR Director
Brett McMillion. “We congratu-
late Scott Lattea on this impres-
sive achievement and encourage
anglers across West Virginia to
take on the Master Angler chal-
lenge.”

The Master Angler Award is one
of the most prestigious achieve-
ments for anglers in West Virgin-
ia. To earn this recognition, par-
ticipants must complete six slams,
each requiring them to catch a set
number of fish species that meet
specified length criteria within a
designated time period.

“There were several fish on the
list that | had never caught, and |

Scott Lattea won the Master An-
gler Award this year.

had to learn a lot of new things to
get them all caught,” said Lattea.
“l think my favorite slam was the
predator slam, and musky was the
most challenging. I will definitely
be going back to try and catch a
lot more of those fish.”

Lattea completed his first slam
(trout) in 2022, but did not attempt
to complete other slams until June
2025. He completed his final slam
in December 2025 by reeling in a
fallfish on the Cacapon River.

Anglers must legally catch each
fish in West Virginia, ensure each
meets the minimum length for
its species, and submit a time-
stamped photo of their catch. All
slams must be completed within a

calendar year to qualify.

Previous Master Angler Award
recipients include Zach Adkins of
Grant County, Jonathan Paine of
Randolph County, Alex Foster of
Kanawha County, Jesse Truman
of Kanawha County, Ken Neer
of Monongalia County, Steven
Cooper, Jr. of Upshur County, and
Carson Shock of Putnam County.

All anglers 15 years and older
are required to have a West Vir-
ginia fishing license and a val-
id form of identification. Trout
stamps are required while fishing
for trout. Licenses and stamps can
be purchased at 160 retail loca-
tions across the state or online at
W Vfish.com.

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890
(cell)

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

Overnight Camping
New River Road

Hinton, WV

Fluid Kayaks - Golf Carts
By Pass Sales

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass Hinton, WV 304-309-3800

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing
Catamaran Rentals

Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199

www.berrycampground.com berryscampground@gmail.com
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Gold Rush Trout

Stocking Program

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources (WVDNR) today an-
nounced the return of Gold Rush
stockings at 69 lakes and streams
around the state starting March
30.

“As we celebrate the ninth anni-
versary of the Gold Rush, we look
forward to seeing all of the ways
this exciting event helps recruit
the next generation of anglers and
helps us keep West Virginia’s out-
door traditions alive and well for
years to come,” said WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion.

From March 30 — April 11, the
WVDNR will stock more than
50,000 golden rainbow trout
at 69 lakes and streams around
the state, including waters in or
near 15 state parks and forests.
Of these fish, 100 will receive a
numbered yellow tag. If an angler
catches a golden trout with one of
these tags, they can enter the tag
number online for a chance to win
one of the following prizes:

(1) Free Resident West Virginia
Lifetime Fishing License (1 Win-

Daniel Clark reeled in a huge blue
catfish.

==
ALz

60 F,‘%/ B0A47S

YAMAHA
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD

Authorized
Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

ner)

(1) One-Night West Virginia State
Park Lodge Stay (5 Winners)

(1) $25 West Virginia State Parks
Gift Card (5 Winners)

Prizes will be awarded by random
drawing. All anglers with a valid

fishing license and trout stamp
who report a verified tag during
the event will be eligible to re-
ceive a gift bag with Gold Rush
merchandise. To learn more about
Gold Rush giveaways and stock-
continue to page 20

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

BUY « SELL » TRADE « LOAN
NEW & USED GUNS

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
303-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

wW\V’s Largest Tackle Store  New Products In
Rapala ¢ Molix ¢ X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
13 Fishing « KW ¢« Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel « Bandit « 6th Sense
Bomber « Megabass ¢ Jackall « Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC « Savage Gear ¢ Bio Bait « Live Target » Crunchcity « Roboworm
Goggan * Lunkerhunt « Sufix * Lucky Strike » Reaction * KVD « Rage
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle « Venom ¢ Gulp « Seagar ¢ P Line « & MORE!

Trout Reels « Rods « Tackle
Gun Accessories = Clothing

FFS

Trapping and much more! LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING
OPEN - 7 Days A Week SONAR BAITS
OVER | |LINE REELS
4,000
RODS
RODS: MOLIX - LEW’S
CASHION « BERKLEY
FENWICK » ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO * G LOOMIS « HALO
MADKATZ - ST. CROIX TROUT
PENN ¢ DAIWA « OUTLAW
L I VE B A I T COOLERS PLASTICS
Minnows ¢ Worms ¢ Mealworms
220 Feet OFf
MUSKY LURES
CRANKBAITS SMUTTY DOG * LEOPARDIS CRANE
: « TYRANT + LLUNGEN « BITE BACK
Just Outside Of Parkersburg JONES » BOGGS » MYERS
COBB’S - RED OCTOBER
_13520 Emerson Ave. HOTTAIL & MORE
Williamstown, WV 26187
o OnRT. 2
Ohio River Outdoors LLC

On Facebook

304-916-1800

3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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ing locations, visit WVdnr.gov/
goldrush.
SAVE 15% AT SELECT STATE
PARKS DURING GOLD RUSH
To encourage anglers and their
families to plan a Gold Rush ad-
venture, West Virginia State Parks
is offering a 15% discount on
lodge rooms and cabins at select
parks booked between now and
April 30. Offer is valid only on
new stays (two-night minimum)
at Blackwater Falls, Cacapon Re-
sort, Cass, North Bend, Pipestem
Resort, Tygart Lake and Watoga
state parks. To receive the dis-

OUTDOOR
304

1095 Crim Ave.

Belington, WV
304-704-9371

New & Used Guns
Fishing Tackle

Deer Corn

PAWN

Lilly Dillon hooked a 5 Ib., 7 oz.
golden trout.

count, book online at WVstate-
parks.com and use the offer code
GOLD at checkout.

All anglers 15 and older must
have a West Virginia fishing li-
cense with a current trout stamp
and a valid form of identification
while fishing during Gold Rush.
Licenses and stamps can be pur-
chased online at WVfish.com.
Anglers are also reminded to fol-
low West Virginia’s fishing regu-
lations, available to download at
WVdnr.gov/fishing-regulations.

Charles Hall, from Parkersburg,
reeled in a nice rainbow trout.

Free Online
va.vwasportsman.net

e Check It Out
e Back Issues From
2006 To Now
e Better Viewing

Aiden Crockett caught some nice
Summersville Lake smallmouth.

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake

~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~
NOW BOOKING

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

e A/IC e Easy Access

FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

e TV - DVD e Great View Of Lake
- Barbecue Grill e Fully Equipped Kitchen
e Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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Areas Largest Selection of
New & Used
UTVs, ATVs and Motorcycles!

Ride Comfortably In A Machine With Cab A/C!

108 Chemistry Drive 137 Nelson Road
Elkins, WV Thomas, WV
304-636-7732 681-228-9077
SALES « SERVICE PARTS « SERVICE
PARTS

www.elkinsmotorsports.net
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CAMPER RENTAL

We deliver inflatables throughout Ohio and West Virginia. Delivery fees may apply to cer-
tain areas. Our local coverage area includes; Parkersburg, Vienna, Mineral Wells, Marietta,
Williamstown, Ripley, Ravenswood, Saint Marys, Ellenboro, Harrisville, Pennsboro, Sis-
tersville, New Martinsville, Middlebourne, Athens and the surrounding areas. Delivery fees
may apply to areas outside the Parkersburg area. Don't see your city listed? For a delivery
quote, call 304.834.5063.

304-834-5063

thomasfamilyentertainment.com

Inflatables ¢ Carnival Games
Trackless Train « Concessions
Dunk Tank ¢ Rock Wall
Foam Party « Lazer Tag
Bungee Trampoline * Mini Golf
Carnival Rides & More

Check Us Out Online!

State Wildlife Action Plan

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources (WVDNR) announced
today that members of the pub-
lic may now review and submit
comments on a draft update to
the State Wildlife Action Plan
(SWAP).

Developed in response to a con-
gressional requirement for all
states to create wildlife conser
vation plans, the SWAP serves as
a comprehensive, science-based
guide for the WVDNR and its
partners to conserve West Virgin-
1a’s fish, wildlife and habitats.

“The State Wildlife Action Plan
is a roadmap for conserving West
Virginia’s rich natural resources,
but its success depends on collab-
oration,” said WVDNR Director
Brett McMillion. “We encourage
all West Virginians to review the
draft plan and share their feed-
back. Whether you’re a landown-

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Details Are On Page 3

er, hunter, angler, nature enthu-
siast or someone who enjoys the
outdoors, your input helps ensure
this plan reflects the values and
priorities of the people we serve.”

First developed in 2005 and last
updated in 2015, West Virginia’s
SWAP has evolved from a focus
on research and monitoring to a
more action-driven strategy that
prioritizes conservation efforts
where they can have the greatest
impact. Key updates in the plan
include:

An expanded focus on 1,292
species of greatest conservation
need, up from 1,143 in the previ-
ous plan.

Reinforcement of existing goals
to halt the decline of at-risk spe-
cies, assist in the recovery of
federally listed species, keep
common species common and
conserve all habitat types across
the state.

Concentrates efforts on 21 con-
servation focus areas, where
high-quality habitats and diverse
wildlife populations offer the
greatest opportunities for effec-
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Bass Sportsman
2026

ENTER AT
THE RAMP
TOURNAMENTS

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7TAM.TO 4 PM.

* 6 FISH LIMIT - 12" or Bigger

* OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES

OPEN TO ALL TEAMS

INFO: 304-482-7217
Stonewall - Vandalia
April 19
Stonewall - Vandalia
May 17
Stonewall - Vandalia
June 21 7am - 3pm
Stonewall - Vandalia
July 19
Stonewall - Vandalia
August 16
Stonewall Vandalia
October 11
Wright’s Riverside Marine
Ranger & Triton Boats

Vrstos

BOATS
St. Marys, WV

304-684-2850
Lewis County CVB

stonewallcountry.com

Quality Inn
Weston, WV 304-269-7000

tive conservation.

The draft State Wildlife Ac-
tion Plan is available for review
at  wvdnr.gov/state-wildlife-ac-
tion-plan. Comments and recom-
mendations can be submitted by
email to DNRSWAP@wv.gov
until April 22.



STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM  West v trgestyara sae s crampinshi

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he I-‘e ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made 304-269-7328

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
Cary Cleavenger ooked & 50° HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING
sy st el TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

Tyler Scott used a compound bow * Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
URLLCCISCABGIERIEINAE S * Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED
DEER PROCESSING

6522 Tyler Highway

SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175
304-758-2150

FISHING TACKLE

On facebook.com/mountainsidewv

Monica Shay Kimble caught an www. Mou nta|n8|d6WVCOm

assortment of trout last fall.
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WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner's Manual and al product labels before operating.
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, ey protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver's
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (i equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating.
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2025 Zhejiang GFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

2021 Forest River RV $16,960 2016 EverGreen RV $12,960
Stop By Soon While These Used Sale Units Are Available - Many Other RV’s Are On Sale Too!

2017 Keystone RV Bullet $15,960 2018 Forest River RV Sedona $16,950
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Effective Turkey

Calling Strategies
Start out soft

One of the best turkey calling
tips is knowing how to sound
like a real hen, and that starts
with calling at the proper volume.
While turkey hunters and compe-
tition callers call loud and proud,
you often won’t hear a real hen
calling until they are fairly close
to you. Real turkeys talk to each
other at a softer volume most of
the time, only turning things up
when they’re all alone or when
they're being aggressive toward
other turkeys. It’s best to start out
calling softly not only to sound
more realistic but also to prevent
scaring off nearby turkeys that
you may not have known were
there.

So the next time you start your
calling, tone down the volume a
couple of notches. You may just

Chriss Ferguson has a 9 Ib., 4 oz

trout. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP

NEW & USED GUNS ¢ FISHING « AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

Danny Hunt rainbow 10 1b.,9 oz

rainbow. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

coax in a seasoned gobbler.
While calling softer is better
most of the time, sometimes you
do need to turn up the volume. If
you are mimicking another hen to
get her fired up and draw in a gob-
bler that she’s with, go ahead and
increase your volume to match
her aggression. It is also best to
call louder when calling to birds
that are farther away, or when you

are faced with higher winds.
Mix up your calls

One of the most popular turkey
calling tips that you will hear from
hunters is to have a variety of calls
at your disposal. Each turkey call
has its own unique sound. Some
are clearer and higher pitched,
while others are raspier or low-
er-pitched. Depending on the

continue to the next page

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning  Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro « Mike’s » Joe’s Flies ¢ Berkley

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

5AM to 6PM
7 Days A Week

Minnows ¢ Wax Worms

Night Crawlers & More

LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

April/May 2026 ~ Page 26



Locally Owned

WE BUY LAND
AND
MINERAL RIGHTS

304.623.LAND

TenmileLand.com

day, some gobblers may respond
better to different types of calls.
Having multiple calls, like a box
call, slate call, and mouth call, can
help you pinpoint which one will
get the best response out of the
gobbler that you are hunting.

To take this one step further, you
can also have multiple types of
the same call in your vest. For ex-
ample, a slate call with different
types of materials will make dif-
ferent turkey sounds.

Pot calls: Pot calls come in a vari-

ety of different surfaces and sound
board materials. You can get sur-
face materials ranging from slate,
to glass, ceramic, and even metals
like aluminum and copper. Each
surface material has a unique
sound that can work differently
depending on the situation and the
gobbler you are hunting.

Box calls: Box calls come in a va-
riety of shapes, sizes, and wood
types. The two biggest factors in-
fluencing sound will be the size of

continue to the next page

Jason Blankenship reeled in and
released a 6 Ib. largemouth bass.

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional

information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

+ All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

+ Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

+ Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

« Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

+ Accessible cabin available.

« Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

« Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

+ Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

+ Open 365 days a year

* Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

+ Join the fun this year.
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the sound chamber and the wood
the call is made from. Larger,
longer box calls made from dens-
er wood will have a deeper, raspi-
er sound. Smaller box calls made
from lighter wood will have high-
er-pitched sounds that can carry
farther over wide-open spaces.

Diaphragm calls: Diaphragm
calls can be made with different
cuts in the reeds, as well as differ-
ent thicknesses and numbers of
reeds. All of these factors influ-
ence the variety of vocalizations
you can make with the call, as
well as the pitch and tone of the
call. Grab a few different calls to

Dave Post reeled ina 5 Ib., 10 oz.
rainbow trout.

Young Cole Milhoan bagged an 8
point gun buck.

try them out and see which ones
you can make the best calls with!
Change up your cadence

One of the turkey calling tips
that is not as often thought about
is changing up the cadence of
your calling. This is a major
area where you can stand out as
a caller and sound more like a
real turkey. Turkeys very rarely

repeat the same calling cadence
multiple times. They will throw
clucks and purrs into their yelps,
speed up or slow down their call-
ing in the same sequence, and
change the length of their calling
sequence on the fly. If you want
to sound more like a hen, just be
random! Throw a few clucks into
continue to the next page

Remington « Winchester « Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Rossi

PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Park Center

RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

GUNS & AMMO

- Smith & Wesson « Savage

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock

CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
* BARNETTE « BEAR ¢ KILLER
INSTINCT « TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS
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LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT
SAFES « KNIVES

www.parkcentersporting.com

Ruger - Glock - Benelli

* HOYT « BEAR

it's FISHING seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Thermal

Scopes:
N-Vision AGM
Pulsar iRay

Class 3 Dealer

Silencers

A118QqI7 « YWV « UIjJR\ « YI3])Zeig » 36N0Y « BISQSSOI\ « AIUSH « 1X81INQY » IYyoURIH

Kimber ¢ Liberty & Surelock Safes ¢ Traditions « CVA

free online - www.Wwvasportsman.net
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LIVE BAIT

Crappie Minnows - Shiners - Goldfish
Suckers - Leeches
FROZEN Skip Jacks & Shad
WORMS Nightcrawlers - Green Worms
Wax Worms - Meal Worms - Red Worms

Reels: Pflueger - Penn
Mad Katz - Zebco * Lew’s

Rods: Fenwick « Mad Katz
Ugly Stik « Duckett « Denali
Hellcat « Precision Crappie

1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
Crab Orchard, WV

OPEN HOURS
Mon-Thur 10 to 6
Fri& Sat10to 7

Sun12:30t0 5

Tackle By: Worden ¢ Super Duper ¢ Strike King ¢ Berkley » Mepps * Owner
Gamakatsu ¢ Tru-Turn ¢ Gitzit » Trout Magnet « Berkley Power Bait * Yum
Yamamoto ¢ Crush City ¢ Sinkers ¢ Rebel « Heddon ¢ Spro ¢ Rapala ¢ Boo Yah

Zoom ¢ Keitech ¢ Crappie Magnet ¢

Shimano « Abu Garcia » Okuma  Mysky Tackle ¢« Outdoor Clothing * Trapping - Black Powder
Deer Corn & Attractants ¢ Hunting Products  Ammo

Rooster Tail « Z Man & More

Archery Pro Shop

PSE Bear Xpedition

Inside Bow Testing Range

Killer Instinct Barnett

304-466-1444

Hoo Doo Kayaks

your yelping, adjust your volume
slightly to add some inflection to
your calling, and use a random
number of notes to sound more
like a real turkey walking through
the woods.
Read the room

While most turkey calling tips
deal with actively calling and
conversing with turkeys, this one
is more about reading turkeys and
understanding their next move. If
you are calling to a gobbler and he
continues to gobble from the same
spot, or you can see him from afar
and he isn’t coming any closer, he
likely has hens nearby. Knowing
that behavior cue can help you de-
termine your next move, whether
that is making a move on the gob-
bler to get closer, backing off to
sound like a disinterested hen and
attempt to draw him away, or just

moving on to hunt a different bird
entirely.

There are a few other common
turkey behaviors that you will
want to take note of to use to your
advantage while hunting:

Hung up: It happens to many tur-
key hunters, you have a gobbler
coming in on a line and sudden-
ly he stops just outside of shot-
gun range. What does it mean? It
means that he either sees some-
thing he doesn’t like or doesn’t
see something he expects to see.
If a gobbler hangs up, go easy
and soft on the calling. Switch to
clucks and purrs, scratch in the
leaves, or just be quiet and let him
work his way in slowly before
you seal the deal.

Hammer time: If you have a gob-
bler that is firing back at your

calls before you’re even done
April/May 2026 ~ Page 29

making them, it’s a good sign
that he is fired up and ready to
come in. It may be tempting to

get him to gobble more by calling
continue to the next page

Josh Murray, from Wood Co,
trapped a big fawn eating bobcat.



Smarr’s Qutdoor Services
2108 Gauley Turnpike Rd.

Flatwoods, WV
304-678-5129

LIVE
BAIT

Open: Tue to Fri
Noon to 6pm

NOW Selling

GUNS

Your local one stop outdoors shop.
We are an FFL Dealer and a full
service archery shop. We sell live
bait and fishing supplies. We also
offer winterization and outside
storage for boats and RVs. With
11 full Hook up camp sites. Closed
Sat, Sun, Mon!

Archery & Hunting Supplies

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

RV Camping
Boat Storage

to him, but that is the last thing
you should be doing. When he’s
firing right back at you, he knows
exactly where you are at. A hen
that is waiting and knows a gob-
bler is coming doesn’t need to call
anymore, and neither do you. So
get your shotgun up and ready for
when he makes his appearance.
Tug of war: Sometimes gobblers
like to play a game of ping-pong
or tug of war — where he goes back
and forth over and over again be-
tween where he is at and where
you are calling from. This gobbler
likely wants you, the hen, to come
to where he is at. To combat this,
you may need to switch up your
tactics by going silent and sneak-
ing around him, or falling back
farther and calling to make him
think you’re losing interest.
Common Turkey Calling Mis-

takes

Every turkey hunter makes mis-
takes every season. No matter
how many turkey calling tips you
read about, how much you prac-
tice, or how many hunts you have
been on, everyone messes up in
the spring woods. Here are some

continue to page 32

Ben Nowalk won the Great Out-
doors event in Sumersville with

11 Ibs, 14 oz.
April/May 2026 ~ Page 30

NEW Ranger &
Triton Dealer

Bennington
Sun Tracker
Pontoon Boats

Great Outdoors Marine
[-64 EXxit 8 - 4 Miles South
LAVALETTE, WV
(304) 525-4556

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com




Selection Of Gifts

Musky - 60’ Wall
Hunting Gear

Savage * Prorex « Bessie
Wardens ¢ N.J.B * Zman
Medussa ¢ Llungen & More

MOUNTAINEER GUN SALES

NO GUNS NOW - MORE FISHING EQUIPMENT

LARGEST FisHING
TACKLE SHOP IN THE TRI-STATE AREA

(304) 284-9811
Open Year Round

LIVIE
SANT

Minnows ¢ Suckers ¢« Worms ¢ Maggots
Flatheads ¢ Frozen Shad & More

Large Variety - Soft Plastics
Zoom ¢ Crush City « Yum « Mad Katz
Missile » Cabin Creek ¢ Keitech
Berkley « Googan ¢ 6th Sense

Trout Lures

Jigs - Fishing Line - Rods
Sufix « Berkley * Stren & More

Acme « Power Bait
Super Duper & More

HUGE Selection Of Fishing
Tackle For BASS - CATFISH
MUSKY - TROUT and MORE!
Gifts - Hunting Gear
72 Flavors Of Ice Cream

Mountaineer
Gun Sales LLC

Reels - Zehco « Daiwa * Mad Katz
Lews « Pfleuger » Quantum & More
Rods - 13 Fishing  Shakespeare
Zebco * Daiwa » Megabass & More

Lures - Megabass ¢ Rapala * KVD

Storm ¢ Booyah ¢ Bandit

Strike King ¢ Yamamoto m—
River Rock * Zoom & More  Facing Sonar

72 ICE CREAM FLAVORS

Exit 7 Off I-68 119N 659 Point Marion Road, MORGANTOWN, WV
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of the most common mistakes
to avoid when you’re working a
gobbler.
Overcalling

One of the biggest mistakes in
turkey hunting is overcalling.
Calling every five to ten minutes
Is unnatural to turkeys, and it will
often turn a gobbler away with-
out you ever even knowing he
was nearby. Less is more when it
comes to turkey calling, so if you
find yourself calling too often,
try dialing it back to help draw in
more gobblers.
Using the wrong call for the sit-
uation

Not all turkey calls work in every
situation. If it’s early in the morn-
ing when turkeys are just waking
up, you don’t want to start off
cutting and calling aggressively.
Likewise, if you have a gobbler
that is far off and you are trying

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

Danner
Lacrosse

Vortex
Camo Clothing « Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment

Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels

Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

to get him fired up, using a cluck
and purr is not an ideal call to use.
Knowing when to use each type
of call is just as important, if not
more important, than making the
call sound like the perfect hen.
Poor setup

Setup can be just as important
as call selection. If you’re set up
in a bad spot, it can leave you
exposed to turkeys seeing you
or cause them to hang up out of
range. Make sure your position is
well-concealed from where you
believe turkeys will be approach-
ing, and avoid sitting too close
to barriers like fence lines, large
ditches, creeks, and ravines. If
you sit too close to a barrier that
causes a gobbler to hang up, then
all your calling will be for noth-
ing!
Failing to adapt

Changes happen fast when
you’re turkey hunting, and you
will always need to be thinking on
your toes and adapting your call-
ing strategy to the situation. If a
gobbler isn’t responding to a call
like you want him to, or if you’re
not hearing any birds at all in re-
sponse to your calling, don’t be
afraid to change things up and try
something different. Being stuck
in the same routine rarely calls in
birds, but taking a chance once
in a while can turn a whole hunt
around!

Beau Dakon harvested a black

bear in the season.
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Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies « Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 |H\VI=R:TNN)

Mastering the art of turkey calling
requires practice, patience, and a
keen understanding of turkey be-
havior. By following these turkey
calling tips, using the right calls
at the right time, and avoiding
common mistakes, you can sig-
nificantly improve your chances
of success in the field. good luck
hunting turkey this season.

Andy Carte got a buck in Nicho-
las County with a fine rack

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY
¢ 304-824-3745 .,

Over 60 Years je? :
Experience ‘% o

BIRDS ¢ FISH -ANTLERé
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV

ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE



794 Hinton By Pass

HINTON, WV

304-900-6000

Non-Ethanol Gas Musky Lures

~ Open Daily ~
Live Bait
Year Round

LIVE BAIT

Fishing
Tackle

Carhart Danner Rocky
Twisted X Wading Boots & Water Shoe

GUNS|  viewon Beer - Snacks BOOTS
AMMQ)|  FACEBOOK Beverages CLOTHING
Interesting Fishing Facts
The Ancient Practice of Fishing  industry, including commercial, ally.
Fishing is one of the oldest hu- recreational, and subsistence fish- Fishing Techniques: Rod and
man practices dating back near- ing, contributes over $240 billion Line to Nets

ly 40,000 years. Archaeological
evidence like fish hooks made of
bone and cave paintings depict
early humans fishing, underlining
the fact that this pastime has been
central to our survival and cultur-
al evolution.
Fishing’s Economic Impact
Fishing isn’t just a hobby—it’s a
significant economic force. Glob-
ally, it’s estimated that the fishing

Rylie Martin caught a rainbow

trout at Sutton Lake. Photo courtesy
of WV Wild Outdoors in Birch River.

to the world economy each year,
providing livelihoods for hun-
dreds of millions of people.
A World of Fish Species

There are approximately 34,000
species of fish in the world, more
than all birds, mammals, reptiles,
and amphibians combined! From
the smallest Paedocypris to the
largest whale shark, the diversity
in the piscine world is truly aston-
ishing.
Fish Feel Pain

Contrary to common belief, sci-
entific research shows that fish can
feel pain. Their nervous systems
are complex, similar to birds and
mammals, and they respond to
harmful stimuli. This understand-
ing has led to the development of
more humane fishing practices.
Recreational Fishing Popularity

Recreational fishing, also known
as sport fishing, is a popular hob-
by worldwide. In the U.S. alone,
more than 49 million people en-

gage in recreational fishing annu-
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Fishing techniques have evolved
over time. From traditional rod
and line methods to using nets and
fish traps, the manner of fishing
varies across cultures and regions
based on local aquatic ecosystems
and cultural practices.

Fly Fishing Artistry

Fly fishing, a popular form of

continue to the next page

Jack Comp, from Reedsville,
caught his best largemouth bass.



LEESON'S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES « FINANCE « PARTS « SERVICE

www.leesonsmotors.com 320 WeSt Maln Stl’eet
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

angling, uses an artificial “fly” as
bait and involves casting a nearly
weightless lure, which can be a
beautiful and artistic practice. The
earliest known references to fly
fishing date back to the 2nd cen-
tury, highlighting its long-stand-
ing history.
The Benefits of Fishing

Fishing isn’t just fun—it offers
numerous health benefits. It pro-
motes physical health through
outdoor activity, improves men-
tal well-being by reducing stress,
and encourages social bonding
when fishing with others.
Sport Fishing Tournaments

Fishing isn’t just a relaxing pas-
time —it can also be a competitive
sport. Sport fishing tournaments
attract anglers worldwide, who
compete for prizes and bragging
rights. Some of these events, like
the White Marlin Open, offer mil-
lions in prize money.
World’s Most Expensive Fish

The most expensive fish ever
sold was a Pacific bluefin tuna in
Japan. This prized catch fetched a
staggering $3.1 million in 2019,

demonstrating the high value
some species hold in certain cul-
tures.
Aquaculture: Farming in Water

As a response to overfishing and
to meet the growing demand for
fish, aquaculture, or fish farming,
has emerged as a significant part
of the industry. It involves breed-
ing, rearing, and harvesting fish,
shellfish, and aquatic plants in all
types of water environments.
Fishing Superstitions

Fishing is rife with superstitions.
Some anglers believe in good luck
charms, others think it’s bad luck

Hunting in Mason Co., Eli Sum-
mers bagged a nice buck.

CRISS SALES & SERVICE ~ Husqvarna
(304) Shindaiwa
472-1474 & More

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Lawn & Garden
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CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carhbon Crosshow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN
One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

to change rods during a successful
day of fishing. These beliefs add
a touch of mystery and fun to the
fishing experience.
Record-Breaking Catches

The world record for the largest
fish ever caught on a rod and reel
belongs to a 2,664-pound Great
White Shark. It was captured off
the coast of Australia in 1959 and
still holds the record over six de-
cades later.
The Risks of Fishing

Despite its serene appearance,
fishing can sometimes be danger-

ous. Anglers must watch out for
continue to page 36

Brandon Whittle got a nice white-
tail buck on a snowy day.



Can’t Locate Your Trophy Animal In The Woods?

Longspur has many trackers to help you locate your trophy deer, bear or turkey.
Get in touch with us to aid in finding your trophy.

THERMAL DRONE SERVICE

Locate Bear

* Locate Your Lost Pet

Or Farm Animals
* Deer Herd Management
* Deer Herd Count

Lost Pet

304-439-1659

Always Open
For A call
2417

We have agents
all over WV & OH

We can FIND
your Trophy
Animal

Wall Hanger Buck

Child’s 1st Buck

Longspur Tacking and Outfitting

Follow Us
On Facebook

Satisfied Hunter
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401 Goosepen Rd, Roanoke WV 26447
www.stonewallsportingclays.com

¢ Fun for ages 12 and up

« Beautiful Clubhouse and

Now Selling Beretta Guns

Winter League shoots at nighttime
+ Shooting Instructors on Staff for Lessons
¢ FULL line up of RENTAL equipment

» Seasonal Dine and Shoot events

30x80 pavilion for your Special Event!

304-801-4212 “Follow Us"
Open Tuesday - Sunday
(call or go online to make your reservations)
OPEN YEAR-ROUND to the PUBLIC
* Full Sporting Clays Course WV’s Newest
* Heated 5 Stand - Fundraisers

Corporate Team Building
4H and Scouts
Family Reunions
Church groups
Bachelor/Bachelorette groups
Catering available
upon request

» Bow and accessories RENTALS available

Call or go online

304-801-4212

NEW GloClays NIGHT SHOOTING Friday & Saturday nights

3D Archery Range

* Over 25+ 3D life size targets
* Over 1 mile of walking trails with
fun target placements
o Warm up area
* Fun for ages 6 and up
* No experience needed

» Course set for All Skill sets

hazards like poor weather con-
ditions, water currents, and even
certain fish species. Always re-
member, safety first!
Women in Fishing

While traditionally seen as a
male-dominated activity, women
have been making waves in the
fishing world. The number of fe-
male anglers has been steadily
rising, shattering stereotypes and
contributing to diversity in the
sport.
Overfishing: A Global Problem

Overfishing poses a significant
threat to oceanic ecosystems. It
depletes fish populations, dis-
rupts food chains, and threatens
biodiversity. Efforts are ongoing
globally to combat overfishing
and promote sustainable fishing

practices.

Technology has made significant
inroads in fishing. Today, gadgets
like fish finders, GPS devices, and
even drone technology are being
utilized to locate fish, making the
sport more accessible and excit-
ing than ever.

The Future of Fishing

Looking ahead, the future of
fishing is set to become more sus-
tainable and technology-driven.
Advancements in fishing gear, re-
al-time data collection, and regu-
lations for protecting marine bio-
diversity will continue to shape
the sport and industry in the years
to come.

Final Word
These 18 fishing facts present a

compelling view of a world deep-
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ly entwined with human history,
culture, and survival. Fishing is far
more than just a leisure activity—
it’s a window into our relationship
with the natural world, reflecting
our respect and understanding of
life beneath the water’s surface.

Dustin Kizer bagged a whitetail-
buck with a very wide rack.



BRANSON CAR AUDIO

LARGEST KICKER DEALER IN WVI

OVER 50 CAR AUDIO AMPLIFIERS
ON DISPLAY

OVER 100 SUB WOOFERS DISPLAYED

OVER 130 PAIRS OF REPLACEMENT
SPEAKERS

OVER 100 LOADED SUB WOOFER
ENCLOSURERS

Closed Wednesday & Sunday
If not in, Call Us!

304-940-4555

160 Fifth Street
ELKINS, WV
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Slate  Range » Woodrum e Purr « Summer sville « Quiver « Wing
Blind « Cushion ¢ Spypoint ¢ Binoculars e« Shot « Choke  Caliber
Tungsten « Camouflage ° Vest  Decoy ° Tail * Feathers * Burnsville
Spur « Beard « Sutton ¢ Strut « Gobbler « Stonewall « Call « Gun
Cheat * Primos * Bluestone * Knife * Beak ¢ Track ¢ Snood ° Fly
. Brian Mabe, living in Princeton,
Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally hooked a New River 41" Striper.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED
CLIPOUTTOMAL We arelooking for LARGE fish & game
i_Name _i pictures from 2024.
| Address | = o NO Send Photo To:

. | i T WVS
| | T g DOES  pg oy st
| State Zip, | Vienna, WV
| Fish Pound oz | TEXT 3@2572ﬂ7 26105
!_Dfr_ — o #ons _! Photos Will BeRetuned  E-miail WVasport@gmail.com

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates
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NEW LARGER STORE

OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

RMTP is the mountain region’s premier
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade,
and pawn new and used guns and offer
gun repair services as well. We have
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the
areas largest selection of ammo. We
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns &
Ammo and increased our inventory.

LOTS OF AMMO

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm Closed Sunday

Anaconda & Python

“SNAKE”
GUNS IN STOCK

Type 7 FFL

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

View Us On richmountaintrading.com

FACEBOOK

RICH MOUNTAIN

~ TRADING & PAWN ~
ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399
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Q@ Ripley

134 Bullfrog Road
Ripley, WV 25271
304-372-1323

V3 MEYER'S RV

@ Mt. Motrris

102 Free Soil Road,
Mt. Morris, PA 15349
878-223-1340
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SRINKLEY Enulchmen’ @ EMBER = esrrives
GRAND ;" DESIGN = PRIMETIME

NORTHEAST’S LARGEST FAMILY
OWNED DEALER NETWORK

CALEDONIA, NY * FARMINGTON, NY « WEBSTER, NY « BATH, NY « SYRACUSE, NY
* ALBANY, NY « HARRISBURG, PA « APOLLO, PA + MT. MORRIS, PA « SAYRE, PA

* BRANCHVILLE, NJ - ELLWOOD CITY, PA - MADISON, OH - JOPPA, MD - RIPLEY, WV

MEYERSRVS.COM
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