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 #8 Tracker Dealer In The USA For 2009

 We are proud to offer our 
 Tracker Boats at the same 
 price as Bass Pro Shops

 SAVE
 $2,000

 $13,820

 Tracker 
 Jon Boats

 10’   $499
 12’  $549
 14’  $664
 15’  $1034

 4-Stroke
 $2245

 Mercury 
 9.9

 Trailer 
 $599
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Huge Boat Inventory • Parts & Accessories • Factory Authorized Service Department
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 Well known tournament angler, 
Andy Godwin, fished in Burns-
ville Lake for these two big 
largemouth bass.  He was using 
an Eakins' jig and claw lure to 
land these quality fish.  Burns-
ville Lake is noted for large fish 
of all types.  Try Burnsville Lake 
this season.
 This magazine is online for free 
each month.  Back issues too.  
Log onto www.wvasportsman.
net   Photo courtesy of Mid-State Ma-
rina in Suttton.

Cover Photo

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Upcoming

Bass Tournaments For 2010

Name__________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ ST______

Zip_________________ email______________________________

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

Clip & Mail To:
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

    email:
    wvsport@verizon.net
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Promote Your Business Statewide
 Advertise Special Sales and Events

Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

NOW ON THE 
INTERNET

In Business
19 YEARS



MOUNTAINEER TACKLE

 Specializing In Bass
               Catching Equipment

Zoom - Berkley - Bandit
Mad Man - Suddeth - Senko

LIVE BAIT

   5010 Emerson Av.
      PARKERSBURG, WV

      304-422-6990

Large Selection Of
Musky Tackle & Rods

9AM to 6PM Mon to Saturday

Closeouts On
1999 Models

Archery • Hunting Supplies
• Large Selection Of Musky
  and Catfish Baits
• Cold Beer • Ice • Snacks
• Hunting Supplies • Ammo

Bait and
Carry OutJARRETT 'SJARRETT 'S

LIVE BAIT
Corner of Rt. 5 & 53
Elizabeth, WV
304-275-3574

Parsons
One Stop

Game
Check

3-D Archery - 32 Target
Indoor Archery Range

Hunting Supplies

Beverages - Food - Groceries
Buckeye Feed

Rt. 16 North Of
GRANTSVILLE, WV

304-354-6941

New Building Tin
3’ x 8’ - $12 per Sheet
3’ x 10’ - $14.25 per Sheet
3’ x 12’ - $16.75 per Sheet

26
Ga.

All Types of New & Used Steel
Square Tubing & Pipes

Plywood
3/4 - $23
1/2 - $16

O.S.B.
3/4 - $22
5/8 - $19

T-111
5/8 - $26

Luan - $9.25
2x4 2x6 2x8 2x10 All Sizes

Stocking Treated Lumber
Prices Subject To Change

We Buy Ginseng
Copper • Brass • Iron

& Other Metals

RRHAMCO
Rt. 2 Box 484
Grafton, WV 304-265-0026
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BOWTECH
DIAMOND

SIMS DEAD ZONE
ALPINE

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

www.bow-listicarchery.com

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES

YOUTH BOWS•CUSTOM ARROWS
15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV
304-595-2699
Mon Tue Thu Fri 11 - 8

Wed 11 - 5
Sat. 9AM to 2PM

continiue to the next page

Karen Butler hunted at Double “D” 
Ranch for this nice boar.  Photo cour-
tesy of Bowlistic Archery in Chelyan.

BOOKING WILD BOAR HUNTS
 Game Checking Station

Rubber Roofing Cut To Size
12’ - $17  10’- $14  8’ - $12

WE BUY SCRAP METAL

Let’s Go Fishing

BARNETT
EXCALIBER

CROSSBOWS

  Plan your fishing trip where the 
fish are plentiful, especially if 
you’re just starting out. Just get-
ting outdoors to fish is part of the 
fun, but nothing beats landing lots 
of fish!
Where fish live
  A city park, a pay-per-catch pond 
or a heavily stocked lake is a good 
bet. Rivers, streams, lakes, ponds 
and man-made reservoirs also hold 
fish. If you don’t know where to 
fish near your community, call an 
official from your state fisheries 
department or ask someone work-
ing at a local bait shop.
Where fish swim
Fish love to swim off sandbars, 
in deep edges, in weed beds and 
around sunken islands. They also 
swim near artificial structures such 
as boat docks or piers and around 
natural cover such as fallen trees. 
Get a map of the lake if possible. It 

will help you locate some of these 
popular fish locations.
FISHING TIPS: FISH LOVE 
LIVE BAIT!
  Not all people like the same foods.   
Fish are no different. Choosing the 
right kind of live bait can depend 
on the kind of fish you’re trying to 
catch. Here are some commonly 
used live baits, some listed with 
tips on where to find them outside 
of a bait shop. Click on the links 
to learn how to get them on your 
hook: 
Corn (it’s not alive, of course, but it 
works for some kinds of fish) - In a 
can from the kitchen.
Crayfish - Under rocks or other 
shelter in lots of cold-water ponds, 
lakes, streams and rivers.
Crickets - Outside under rocks or 
maybe even in your house!

Frogs - In swamps, ponds and other 
areas with still, shallow water.
Grasshoppers - In fields of tall 
grass.
Grubs (insect larvae) - Sometimes 
they live in your lawn.
Hellgrammites (dobsonfly larvae)
Leeches
Mealworms (insect larvae)
Minnows (including different spe-



R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

GUNS - ACCESSORIES
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5PM
Sat 10AM to 2PM

STOP BY & CHECK US OUT!
HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

304-275-1112
901 Court St..

ELIZABETH,WV

Open: 10-5 Tues.-Fri.  9-1 Sat.
Closed on Sunday & Monday

We Buy, Sell
and Trade WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, WV

19 East Main St.
White Sulphur Springs, WV

304-536-3606
Phone

Rt. 60  E. Main St.
Bank1st Traffic

Light

Large Selection
New & Used Guns

Mtn. Gun

WANTED: OLD FISHING LURES
MADE

BEFORE
1960

• FOR LARGE PERSONAL COLLECTION
Contact:   Galen “Grumpy” Ash

Rt. 2 Box 353   Salem, WV    26426

304-782-2324
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Effeciciency • 1 & 2 Bedroom Apts. • Commercial Rentals

continue to the next page

OHIO
HUNTING
PROPERTY

80 ACRES
WASHINGTON COUNTY

Timber - Building Area
City Water

$125,000
304-679 5744 - 304-588-1067

Doug Cox landed a nice hybrid 
bass.  Photo courtesy of Amish Country 
Store in Marmet.

Roger Gray hooked a huge catfi sh 
at this pay-lake.  Photo courtesy of 
Family Fishing in Grafton.

es like chubs, dace and shiners) 
- They can be tough to catch, but 
you’ll probably fi nd them in the 
same bodies of water you fi sh.
Night crawlers and earthworms - 
Down in the dirt, probably in your 
yard or garden.
Salamanders - In swamps, ponds 
and other areas with still, shallow 
water. Sometimes you can fi nd 
them on marshy land underneath 
logs.
Salmon eggs
Wax worms (moth larvae)

FISHING IS FUN! BUT REMEM-
BER TO STAY SAFE!
Tips for a safe fi shing trip
  Always wear your life jacket when 
fi shing and keep it fastened. Safety 
should be your main focus, so the 
life jacket should be the right size 
(not too big) so that it won’t slide 
over your head.
 Have plenty of cold drinks and 
snacks in the boat.
 Avoid getting sunburned while 
fi shing. You should apply sun-
screen to any part of your body that 
isn’t covered by clothing.
 Sunscreen should be applied at 
least 30 minutes before going out-
doors, even on a cloudy day, and 
reapplied every two hours.
  Keep hooks, sharp knives and fi sh-
ing line in a tackle box. You don’t 
want to get hurt.
  Fins are sharp. Always handle fi sh 
carefully and under the supervision 
of an adult.
 It is important to be aware of 
weather conditions before setting 
out on a fi shing trip. Also, weather 
can change quickly so it is a good 
idea to take a radio along to stay 
tuned in to changing conditions.

 Wearing the right clothing for a 
fi shing trip is important and it can 
help to keep you dry. Footwear 
should be appropriate for the occa-
sion, and wearing multiple layers 
of thin clothes allows you to adjust 
to changing temperatures.



• Off the Ohio River
• Dock Your Boat While You Shop

• In The Dana Backwater
Browning Rods & Reels

BACKWATER BAIT
  Just South of

Newport, Ohio on Rt. 7

740-473-BAIT

Yo-Zuri
Smallie Beavers

Venom
Senko - Kinami

Garrett Magnum Tubes
Spro Crankbaits & More!

Numerous Tube Colors

100 Count Bags Of Berkley Power Worms 4" & 7"
St. Croix Rods

Catfish Rods & Supplies

Zoom - Yum
Quantum - Okuma

Boogerman - Bandits
Catch 'Em Spinnerbaits

Owner - Gamakatsu
Rods & Reels

Custom Plastics
Jigs & Trailers
Dipping Dye
Do-It Molds
 Splash-its

Snacks & Beverages

In Stock
Year-Round

LIVE
BAIT
Minnows - Shiners

Meal & Wax Worms
 Nightcrawlers

Goldfish

UNCLE TOM’S LOANS
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

Achery Specialists
Matthews • Parker • PSE

New & Used Guns
Rt. 10 - Cook Parkway

OCEANA, WV
304-682-5002

GAME CHECKING

304-445-2550
Overlooking The Beautiful Greenbrier River

• Live Bait • Licenses • Game Check • Guns & Ammo
Rod and Reel Repair Service   Joy Dog Food

Just a few minutes off I-64 in Alderson, WV
Hours: 9 to 9 Daily 304-445-2551

Bass
Pro

Shop

Carhartt
Clothing

ROCKY
BOOTS

Pawn
Service

Waterfront
Sporting Goods

Riverview Motel

PSE ARCHERY Beer & Alcohol

Wave Worms • Slider
Smallie Beavers

Venom • Cabin Creek
Senko • Kinami

Jones Musky Baits
Crane Musky Baits
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A 42” musky was brought in. Photo 
courtesy of Willie’s Sport Shop in Glen-
ville.

  The right clothes and repellents 
can help keep the bugs away.
  If fishing from shore, pick an area 
free of debris and large enough to 
allow casting space for all of the 
anglers in your group.
  Never fish from bridges or road-
ways.
FISHING EQUIPMENT
Rod, reel and line
  Start with a spincasting reel (the 
one with the push button on the 
back) rigged with 10-pound-test 
monofilament and a 5- to 5 1⁄2-foot, 
two-piece rod with light action. 
This outfit is easy to use and trans-
port, and it will cast light lures.
Tackle
  No. 2 straight shank hooks, 1/16-
ounce clamp-on weights and float-
ers. This live-bait outfit works 
great with earthworms, minnows 
or PowerBait eggs and is highly 
effective for anything that swims. 
The most important factor to an en-
joyable day of fishing is catching 
fish.
  Spinner baits, 1/4- and 3/8-ounce 
willow-leaf blades in both white 

and chartreuse. These baits have 
plenty of flash, are easy to cast and 
retrieve, and are relatively snag-
proof.
  8-inch purple plastic worms, wire 
guard No. 3 hooks, and 1/8-ounce 
bullet-shaped slip sinkers.
Shad colored Pop-R top-water bait. 
Top-water baits are exciting to fish; 

continue to the next page



THE BEST VALUES ON THE OFF-ROAD TODAY.
The Sportsman 500 H.O. gives you legendary power and ride.    
The all-new RANGER 400 mid-size is big enough to get the job 
done, yet small enough to fit in a pickup. See them today!

WARNING!: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older. Polaris youth 
models of 90cc for riders 12 and older. Polaris youth models of 50cc for riders 6 and older. For your safety, always 
wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety training course. For safety and 
training information in the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887. You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call 
Polaris at (800) 342-3764. For safety training in Canada, contact your local Polaris dealer. The Polaris RANGER general 
purpose utility vehicle is not intended for and may not be registered for on-road use. ©2009 Polaris Industries Inc.

WORLD’S BEST
ALL-TERRAIN VALUES.
IN 1-UP OR SIDE-BY-SIDE.

MARIETTA POLARIS
27425 ST. RT 7

MARIETTA, OHIO

740-374-5766

NOW STOCKING
FISHING TACKLE

www.mariettapolaris.com

Come See
Us For Lots
of GREAT

BARGAINS!

‘Compliments of Alligator Jack’s Vendors’

OPEN YEAR ROUND 
Fridays 10am-5pm

Saturdays & Sundays 9am-5pm
Located in Pomeroy, OH on 

St. Rt. 7, 1/4 mile south of US 33
in the old Pamida Building

www.gatorfl eamarket.comwww.alligatorjacks.org

 this one can’t be fi shed too fast or 
too slow. Be sure to purchase tre-
ble-hook covers to cover the hooks 
when not in use.
Bait bucket
  If you’re fi shing with minnows or 
other types of baitfi sh, you’ll need 
a bait bucket. It should be tethered 
to land or your boat whether it is 
the kind that fl oats or sinks. This 
container will have small holes to 
allow fresh water inside.
Other items for a pleasant fi shing 
trip
Cold drinks
Lots of snacks
Sunscreen
 Sunscreen should be applied at 
least 30 minutes prior to going out-
doors, even on a cloudy day, and 
reapplied every two hours.
Camera
Flashlight
Batteries
Fishing cap & sunglasses

Joe Bietz caught and released 2 
nice smallmouth.  Photo courtesy of 
PC Bait & Tackle in Hinton.

Danny Warden caught a musky.

www.wvasportsman.net
Free Online Each Month
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WORLD’S BEST
ALL-TERRAIN VALUES

IN 1-UP OR SIDE-BY-SIDE



ROBERT’S FISHING HOLEROBERT’S FISHING HOLE

NOW
OPEN

 *2 Ponds
*only $10 For Two Poles

*Keep Four Catfish 
Under 10 pounds

*LIVE BAIT
*FIshing Tackle
*Drinks/snacks

OPEN
8am to DARK

Located On Rt. 5
6 Miles West Of

GLENVILLE,WV

Recently Stocked
• Big Catfish Over 10 Pounds

  Stay In The Pond

304-462-8649

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

BEVERAGES

Now Selling

���������

OUR STAUNTON AVE. STORE  IS NOW

NEAR CORNING RAMP

�������������������������
�������������

���

���
1400 STAUNTON AV.

BEVERAGES
AMISH DELI

1400 STAUNTON AV.
PARKERSBURG, WV

304-428-8461

• SHINERS • GOLDFISH • MINNOWS • MEALWORMS
• NIGHTCRAWLERS - TERMINAL TACKLE - RODS & REELS

BEVERAGES
AMISH DELI
HOT DOGS

BEER & MORE

DISCOUNT
TOBACCO

Propane
Filled

Danny Warden, from Fayetteville, 
caught a big largemouth.

Rodney Kirkendoll brought in a 
gobbler.

Gary Newborne hooked a 4 1/2 
pound smallmouth.  Photo courtesy of 
Three Rivers Edge in Hinton.

Lamont Smith caught a 4 1/4 pound 
smallmouth.  Photo courtesy of Three 
Rivers Edge in Hinton.
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DODD’S SPORTING GOODS
103 North Maple St.

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

90 Day
Lay-Away
20% Down

Looking For Hunting Equipment?
Dodd’s Sporting Goods Features

Quality New And Used Guns.

Weatherby • Browning • Kimber • Cooper
 Ruger • Remington • Winchester

Thompson Center • Glock • Springfi eld 
 S&W • Walther • Taurus & More

Archery Supplies
Bowtech • Refl ex • Crossbows

Custom Arrows & Tuning
Easton Arrows

Champion Safes
Fishing Tackle

Rods • Reels & More
Buy • Sell • Trade • Pawn

We Accept Major Credit Cards

Reloading Supplies • Scopes • Holsters
Large Selection of .22 Ammo • Knives

11-6 Mon to Sat

www.doddssportinggoods.com
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John Murray landed a large Hughes 
River musky. 

www.wvasportsman.net Alice Warden, from Fayeteville, went to Stonewall Jackson Lake to land 
this impressive bass.  This is a cath-and-release lake.



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2  South of  St. Marys, WV

304-684-2850
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2010 Boats Now In Stock
Great Selection Of Used Bass Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

G 3 Boats

Pontoon & Pleasure Boats

G 3 Aluminum
Boats

Ranger Boats
5 Star Dealer

Top 100

#1 In District Total Horse Power Dealer

Safe Boating Basics

Josh Compton landed a 25 inch 
golden trout.  

  Fishing and boating just natu-
rally go together. But with today’s 
increased leisure time and higher 
incomes, boating is enjoyed by 
more people than ever before. This 
means that it’s becoming even more 
important to operate your boat in a 
safe and courteous manner. Safe 
boating is everyone’s responsibil-
ity!
Boating Safety
  Never overpower your boat by us-
ing an outboard more powerful than 
that for which the boat is rated.
Take and pass a boating-safety 
course when offered in your area.
  Make sure your bass boat’s ped-
estal seats are lowered, especially 
in the front, so that your visibility 
is not impaired. Never allow a pas-
senger to ride on the pedestal seats 
while the boat is in motion.
  Make sure you and your passen-
gers are wearing Coast Guard ap-
proved personal flotation devices 
(PFDs), and that all required safety 
equipment is on board.
  Note: in a high-speed bass boat, 
a zipper-type PFD may come off 
if you are thrown from the boat at 
high speeds. If you operate or ride 
in such boats, wear a life jacket that 
has been tested for high speeds. 
  Check to see that all articles of 

clothing, tackle and other loose 
items are secured.
  Do not operate the boat without an 
emergency engine cut-off switch 
(“kill switch”) attached to your 
person while the big engine is run-
ning.
  Do not use drugs or alcohol while 
boating.

   Exercise common courtesy when 
on the water. Avoid running too 
close to other boaters or fishermen. 
Use extreme caution in No-Wake 
zones and other posted areas.
  Watch where you’re going. You 
can’t keep both eyes on your flash-
er or graph and operate your boat 
in a safe manner.



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline
 • Food & More

• Fishing Tackle • Musky Lures

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5am-8pm Fr

7am-8pm Sat
7am-5pm Sun

Financing Available On Items Over $200
•Long Guns • Safes  90 Days Same As Cash

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
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Hawg-Master Charters
10183 Millers Road • Lyndonville, NY 14098

Fully Licensed and Insured

     
        

Niagara River
Fall • Winter • Spring

Steelhead • Brown Trout • Lake Trout
      Summer
  Smallmouth Bass 
                    Fall

Salmon • Steelhead • Bass • Musky
$300 - 2 person  $375 - 3 Person 7/hrs.

Lake Ontario
Summer

Trout • Salmon
Fully Equipped 30’ Sportfisherman

$550 4 person/8 hours
$650 6 person/8 hours

Fishing 12 Months A Year
“We Clean Your Catch”

www.hawgmastercharters.com

All Tackle
And Bait
Supplied

TROUT  SALMON
BASS  MUSKY
STEELHEAD

Call For Info:
800-464-0103

Safe
Showroom

Dale Kirkendoll hunted in Wyo-
ming County for his 1st turkey. 

TEAM BUCKHORN
Full Line Archery Shop

BOWTECH • DIAMOND • PARKER 
Full Selection Of Hunting Accessories

Off Of Rt. 460 Halls Ridge Rd.
1/4 Mile East Of Walmart

PRINCETON, WV
304-431-2825 

ALL FORMS 
OF 

 We Book Hunts
Spring Black Bear-Deer- Elk-Caribou

TAXIDERMY

Richard Riel hooked a 48” musky that weighed 37 pounds in the Ohio 
River.  Photo courtesy of Clark’s Taxidermy in Parkersburg..



World’s GreatestThe 

Ground Blind!Ground Blind!
World’s Greatest

Adaptive Camouflage TechnologyAdaptive Camouflage TechnologyTMTM

Visit us at  or Call us at 740-374-6766www.GhostBlind.com

Forget Everything You Know About 
Hunting Blinds.
Adaptive Camouflage System - a Leader in 
Mirror Blind Technology.
Hunt Undetected and be Comfortable.
Easily Shoot Your Gun, Bow or Crossbow 
From a Seated Position.
Instant Setup-Less Than 1 Minute.

TMIncludes the Total Gear Carry System .
Safely Keeps Your Feet on the Ground.
More Comfortable Than Tree Stands.
Easily Re-locate if Busted or Wind Shifts.
It’s Like Getting Unlimited Camo Blinds for 
the Price of One - One Ghostblind Works 
Everywhere.

MADE INMADE IN

USAUSA

MADE INMADE IN

USAUSA

�

�

�
�

�

�
�
�
�
�

Not Seeing Is Believing!Not Seeing Is Believing! TMTM

Endorsed by:Endorsed by:

Mr. WhitetailMr. Whitetail
Larry WeishuhnLarry Weishuhn
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ADKINS
(304) 521-8075

  GAME CHECKING
2 Miles From Beech Fork Campground

4863 1/2   Green Valley Road
HUNTINGTON, WV

• All Types Of Live Bait - Tackle
• Groceries For Campers

LIVE BAIT

Archery Bows &  Equipment
Hunting Supplies

1:30PM to 9PM M-F  Sat 8AM to 10PM  Sun Noon to 6PM

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE

QUEST BOWS - From G5
EASTON ARROWS - Custom Made

Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV   304-375-2434

continue to the next page

Tara Taylor landed a big Greenbrier 
River smallmouth.  Photo courtesy of 
PC Bait & Tackle in Hinton.

 

BAIT & TACKLE

LIVE BAIT
• Minnows

• Worms & More

GASOLINE
COLD BEER
BEVERAGES

SNACKS

RIVER ACCESS GAS
    • DOCK SHOPPING
    • 3/4 MILE FROM

THE OHIO RIVER ON
THE BIG HOCKING

Large Selection Of Fishing Supplies
• Rods • Reels • Terminal Tackle & More

Season long crappie & catfish tournaments.  Enter anytime.
$10 each contest.    Contest ends on October 31st.  

Winners receive the cash collected in each contest, plus a 
trophy.  Largest length determines the winners.

Located On St. Rt 144
HOCKINGPORT, OHIO

740-667-6366 or 740-591-1531
M-Thur: 8AM - 8PM
Fri - Sat: 8AM - 9PM

Sun: 8AM - Noon

Carry-out By Car or Boat

NOW SELLING - GUNS/AMMOTips On Finesse
Fishing For Bass

 Of all the different techniques 
and presentations that make up fi-
nesse fishing, I consider drop shot-
ting special. It’s effective in both 
shallow and deep water; in clear, 
stained or dirty water; and in open 
water or thick cover. The true key 
to drop shotting, however, lies in 
the fact the technique allows you 
to present a bait horizontally above 
the bottom at a depth you choose 
and to keep it there.
  Do we use drop shotting in tour-
nament competition? Absolutely, 
and far more than you’d probably 
realize, primarily because of this 
versatility. During last season’s 
Bassmaster Elite event at Lake 
Guntersville, where most of us 
were crankbaiting the shellbeds and 
breaklines, Aaron Martens spent a 
lot of his tournament drop shotting 
— and he won. The 2008 Bass-
master Elite on Lake Erie? Kota 
Kiriyama won by drop shotting. I 
could name other tournaments, but 
you get the idea; drop shotting is 
a technique definitely worth your 
time to learn.
  I first saw how effective drop 

Advice From Mike Icanelli

shotting could be during the 2000 
Bassmaster Classic in Chicago. 
Because of rough water conditions 
on Lake Michigan, several of us 
decided to fish the more protected 
Calumet River and Lake Calumet. I 
thought I was a pretty good finesse 
fisherman then, and started using a 
tube jig, one of my favorite finesse 
lures. We’d all found the same 
pack of fish, but I watched as they 

continued to catch bass drop shot-
ting as the tournament continued 
each day, while I basically stopped 
catching them.
   They were using a technique I 
had thought was limited to ultra-
clear, ultra-deep water and were 
catching bass in dirty water less 
than 10 feet deep. They were also 
soundly beating me. That’s when I 



3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Game Checking
Station

Located On Larkmead Rd
Parkersburg, WV    304-863-6962

Parker

BOONE’S BOW SHOPBOONE’S BOW SHOP
•Archery Shoots

•Leagues
•Group

Discounts
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BEAR

Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selection Of

New and Used Guns

Franchi
Benelli

Glock
Kimber

Gold - Platinum - Silver - Jewelry - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Safes - And More!

Leupold - Zeiss Scopes

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             Lay-Aways Available

Two Locations To Serve Your Needs
515 Division St.

Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7298

3408 Dudley Av. 
Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7296

3410 Emerson Av.

Now Handling
Reloading 
Supplies

    wvasportsman.net

Brain Murray brought in a gobbler.  
Photo courtesy of Crossroads General 
Store near Newark.

continue to the next page

realized I had a lot to learn about 
drop shotting.
  When you’re just getting started, 
or if you’re fi shing a new lake and 
don’t know where the fi sh are, con-
sider rigging with 6- to 10-pound 
fl uorocarbon (I prefer 8 pound 
overall), a 6-foot, 8-inch to 7-foot 
spinning rod with a matching reel, 
a slender 6-inch straight tail worm 
and a 1⁄4-ounce tungsten sinker. 
Use an improved clinch knot and 
tie your hook about 8 inches above 
the sinker.
  This is only a starting point, and 
you can easily change different 
components to suit the conditions. 
I have used lures ranging from a 
3-inch leech for smallmouth to a 
10-inch Power Worm for big large-
mouths. I’ve used a leader nearly 
3 feet long, for which I also use a 
longer 7-foot, 6-inch rod, and my 
sinker weights vary from 1/8-ounce 
in 5 feet of water to 3/8-ounce in 40 
feet.
  Overall, my hook sizes range from 
No. 1 and No. 2 up to about 2/0. If 
I’m drop shotting water with little 
or no cover, I prefer an octopus-
style hook and simply hook my 
bait through the nose. If I’m fi shing 
cover, I use a light wire, straight 
shank hook and rig Texas style. 
Both offer high hookup ratios.
  Most newcomers to drop shot-
ting think this is purely a vertical 
presentation in which you drop the 

sinker to the bottom and then start 
shaking your rod tip to make your 
lure vibrate and dance. Believe me, 
there’s much more to it.
First, don’t shake your rod that 
much. You don’t need to. The beau-
ty of drop shotting is that it pres-
ents your bait naturally. Underwa-
ter currents, combined with your 
own normal hand movement, will 
impart plenty of action to your lure. 
Excessive rod shaking eliminates 
this natural appearance.
  Of course you can shake your 
rod to try to attract a bass, but if 
you do, do it sparingly and always 
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Ohio River Team Tournaments
All Events 7am to 4pm  -  SIgn Up At The Ramp - All Numbers Assigned At The Ramp Only

April 25
May 23
June 27
July 25
Aug. 22
Sept. 19

Ohio River Events
Moundsville
St. Marys
Moundsville
St. Marys
Moundsville
St. Marys

Salt Fork Lake
Monday

May 31 - Main Marina

$1,000 1st Place
Based On 40 Teams

$80 Entry Fee (CASH)
No Late Fees - Enter At The Ramp Only

$10 Big Bass
Pays 2 Places Over 20 Teams

Best 4 Out Of 7 Weights
Wins Team A Trip To Lake Shawn

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Ranger - Stratos - G3

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Backwater Bait
Rt 7 

Newport, OH
740-473-BAIT

MAD Sporting Goods
Rt. 14

Boaz, WV
304-375-2070

Hess Fish & Tackle
Co. Rd 16

Ellenboro, WV
304-8693311

FISHERMEN WELCOME • FREE OUTSIDE ELECTRIC
Nearby Burnsville Lake - Cedar Creek State Park

Glenville Inn & Conference Center
61 Best Western Drive

Rt. 5
Glenville, WV (304)462-5511

1-800-WESTERN
• Handicapped Rooms
• Exercise Facilities
• In-Room Coffee Maker
• High-Speed Wireless

• Cable Free - HBO
• Free Local Calls
• King Size Beds
• Business Center

• Continental Breakfast
• Remote Control TV
• Meeting/Conference
• Banquet Room

12 Miles West
From I 79

Reilley’s Motel
Rt. 2

Glen Dale, WV
304-221-2061

Scott Sloan, from Clendenin, 
hooked a 42 1/2” musky.

shake on a semi-slack line. A semi-
slack line keeps your weight in the 
same place on the bottom and helps 
maintain the natural appearance. I 
always fi sh a drop shot with a slight 
bow in my line, but I really keep 
the rod shaking to a minimum.
 One of the more overlooked pre-
sentations with drop shots is “walk-
ing” it along the bottom. You can 
cast a drop shot to the bank and 
walk it back to the boat, along the 
edge of a pier or up to a brushpile. 
You can do it across the same fl ats 
where you’d use a Carolina rig, too, 
although I think walking is more 
effective in shallow water where 
bass might otherwise be spooked 
by the boat.
  When I’m walking a drop shot, 

continue to the next page

I prefer to drag my sinker slowly 
across the bottom with short pulls 
to make certain the bait stays above 
the bottom. You can also use a 
pull-and-drop presentation by rais-
ing your rod tip so the sinker also 
comes up off the bottom. If you 
need to cover a lot of water quick-
ly, this may be better than the slow 
dragging, but the bass will tell you. 
Either way, use a lot of pauses so 
you can continue to take advantage 
of the bait’s natural appearance 
above the bottom.
  Another misconception about 
drop shotting is that it’s not a pre-
sentation for fi shing cover. Let me 

tell you that you absolutely can fi sh 
cover with this technique. In fact, 
we use drop shot rigs to fi sh the 
matted vegetation in Florida and 
other lakes. It’s called “power shot-
ting,” and I’ll describe it in detail 
in a future column. Just remember 
that a bass spends much of its life 
around cover, so that’s where you 
need to be fi shing.
  Instead of the 8-pound fl uorocar-
bon, rig with braided line, and tie 
it to a small barrel swivel that will 
still move through your rod guides. 
I like Berkley’s FireLine because 
of its small diameter and remark-



DOUBLE “DD” RANCH
ORIGINAL OWNERS HAVE RETURNED

“A Hunting Preserve Unlike All Others”
• Wild Russian Hogs
• Exotic Rams and Goats
• Fallow Deer, Sika Deer, Red Stag & Elk
• African & Asian Species

(740) 596-4711

58501 US Rt 50, McArthur, OH 45651
e-mail Dannie@DDRanch.com
Web Site www.DDRanch.com

Prices include animal, guide & caping.
Lodging, meals and meat processing available.

(740) 596-9013 FAX

DOUBLE “DD” RANCH
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STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

GAME CHECKING
HUNTING/FISHING LICENSE
Gas - Tires - Groceries - Hardware

Over 47 Years 
In Business

SEARS 
EXXON

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS
$69 Doz. Gold Tip Carbon 
$65 Doz. XX75Aluminum 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-592-1302
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

BIG BUCK CONTEST

continue to the next page

Danny Frazier showed everyone that he can catch musky too.  Photo cour-
tesy of Three Rivers Edge in Hinton..

able strength, but you can use any 
15- to 20-pound braid you like. 
Add a 20-inch fluorocarbon leader 
to the swivel, tie your hook about 
halfway down, and your sinker to 
the end.
  Don’t be afraid of deep water, ei-
ther. In fact, drop shotting is proba-
bly the most effective way we have 
now to fish deep water. The deepest 
I’ve caught bass with a drop shot is 
between 60 and 70 feet, but other 
pros I know have caught fish nearly 
100 feet deep.
  I’ll admit, I used to be really in-
timidated about fishing deep water 
— until one day while standing at 
the bow of my boat I looked back 
at the outboard and realized it was 
21 feet away. I could pitch a bait 

that far without even thinking 
about it. When I started visualiz-
ing that distance vertically, fishing 
deeper immediately became easier 
and maybe it will for you, too.
   Remember, also, that in many 
deep water situations, such as 

around bridge pilings, for instance, 
bass may suspend 15 or 20 feet 
above the bottom. You can use a 
drop shot without letting your sink-
er fall completely to the bottom — 
it takes careful depthfinder study, 
but under the right conditions you 
can see your bait fall to fish as you 
watch on your electronics. This is 
how Kota caught many of his bass 
in his Lake Erie win.
 Overall, drop shotting can be-
come one of your most valuable 
and productive fishing techniques. 
It’s a subtle, non-evasive presen-
tation that takes full advantage of 
a bait’s natural appearance in the 
water. Drop shotting keeps the lure 
horizontal and in one spot above 
the bottom for as long as you want 
to leave it there. You can’t do this 
with any other presentation, which 
is what makes it so special.
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loan

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON

PONTOON
RENTALS

Burnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

FISHING BOAT RENTALS
Fishing Guide Service

Stonewall • Burnsville • Sutton Lakes

Docking Slip Rentals
New Slips Available

Up to 50 Feet

Eakins Jigs
Ardent Reels
Hawg Caller

G. Loomis Rods
Yamamoto & More!

304-853-2822
~LIVE BAIT~

Gasoline • Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfi shing Supplies

GIANT
ROD SALE

  Fishing line gets twisted in many 
different ways while fi shing. A spin-
ning lure, fi ghting a fi sh on a spin-
ning reel against drag and getting 
trash on your swivel will all twist 
your line. Here are several ways to 
remove the twist and quickly return 
to fi shing.
Diffi culty: Easy
Time Required: A Few Minutes 
Depending On Method Chosen
Here’s How:
  If you are in a boat, remove ter-
minal tackle and let the line out be-
hind the boat while moving at idle 
speed. After letting most of the line 
on your reel out behind the boat, 
drag it for a minute or so then reel 
it in slowly. It will be straight with 
no twists when you reel it in. Make 
sure it is spooled tightly on your 
reel by keeping tension on the line 
as you reel in.
  On the bank, fi nd a clear place you 
can let your line out on the ground 
and not get it tangled. Prop the rod 
up and walk the end of the line with 
no terminal tackle on it out as far as 
it will go. Return to the rod and reel 
and slowly retreive your line. Hold 
it tightly between thumb and fore-
fi nger of your free hand to make 
it untwist and to spool it tightly as 
you reel it in.
  If the line is badly twisted, tie a 
good ball swivel to the end of your 
line. Attach the swivel to a tree 

Removing Line Twist

branch and walk away, letting line 
out as you walk. When it is all off 
the spool, pull against the branch 
and keep tension on the line, letting 
it untwist with the swivel. Slowly 
reel and walk toward the swivel 
end to respool the line, keeping it 
tight as you walk.
  If you are fi shing in fl owing water 
like a steam or river, remove termi-
nal tackle and let the current pull 
the line off your reel. Let enough 
line out to get past the twisted part. 
Let it drag in the current for a cou-
ple of minutes and then reel it in 
slowly, making sure it is tight on 
the spool by pinching it between 
your thumb and forefi nger as you 
reel it in. Make sure there is noth-
ing in the water downstream to 
snag or tangle your line.
 NEVER, NEVER let all the line 
out without holding on to it near 
the end that is on the reel. Several 
times I have not done that and con-
sequently the line is not tied to the 
reel, especially with Zebco reels. 

I even bought a walleye rod and 
reel from a sporting (fi shing tackle 
only) goods store and had lead core 
line put on the reel, only to fi nd out 
that it had not been tied to the reel. 
Good way to lose new costly line.
Tips:
  Make sure you respool your line 
tightly on the reel.
Spool your line correctly when put-
ting it on to avoid twisting it.
  Change your line regularly to 
avoid twisting and other problems.

Amy Brookover bagged a turkey in 
Wirt County.  Photo courtesy of Cross-
roads General Store near Newark.



SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
OVER 39 YEARS
 EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV
ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE
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21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING
* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 

Jayco
2456 Route 21 South

RIPLEY, WV
866-372-1323www.newadventurerv.com

Family Fishing & Camping

Rt. 50 Between Bridgeport & Grafton
304-265-1000 Rt. 2 Box 290 Grafton, WV 26354

OPEN
7 Days A Week

Catfish - Bass - Trout - Bluegill
Camping Daily or Year Round

~ We Now Have Hybrid Striped Bass ~
Cabin & Camper

Rentals

4 Ponds

T Gray, from Hico, bagged a nice 
buck this season.

Fri/Sat Tournaments      $25 A Pole 1st Sat.

Every time you go fishing you need 
some things in your tackle box to 
make your fishing easier and better. 
These items are usually tools that 
help you fish but the list is varied. 
I don’t leave home without all of 
these things in my fishing tackle 
box.
1. Needlenose Pliers
  Needlenose pliers are needed for 
taking hooks out of fish - and you 
at times. They usually have cutters 
that will clip line and even hooks if 
necessary. You can mash splitshot, 
crimp leaders and do a wide varitey 
of jobs with needlenose pliers.
2. Knife
  Get a good stainless steel knife 
that won’t rust. One with big sharp 
blade can be used for cutting bait, 
opening cans of sardines, cutting 
line and all the other things that 
need cutting while fishing. You can 
clean or filet fish with one and some 
come with a fish scaling blade. 
Some also have a hook disgorger 
on the end of the scaling blade.
3. File
  A file will help you keep hooks 
sharp and even sharpen your knife. 

A small flat file or a triangle file 
work best for me. Some folks also 
carry a small whetstone but I think 
a file is more versitile.
4. Toilet Paper
  If you need it, you need it and 
nothing else is a very good substi-
tute. Put some in a ziploc bag to 
keep it dry and be sure you have 
enough! It also comes in handy 
from lots of other uses from start-
ing a fire to wiping sun screen out 
of your eyes.
5. Sunscreen
  Too many fishermen get skin can-
cer - keep some with you and put 
it on before going out in the sun. 
Then use it to add more during the 
day as you sweat it off or wash it 
off while catching fish.
6. Asprin
  A headache can ruin a fishing trip. 
Carry a few of your favorite pain 
killers in a film cannister for emer-
gency use. Also carry other meds 
you might need.
7. Fingernail Clippers
  Great for clipping line, some also 
have a small file that will sharpen 
hooks in an emergency if you lose 

your file.
8. Cigarette Lighter
  You never know when you might 
need a fire, but a lighter will also 
melt plastic worms to repair dam-
age if you run out of the only color 
they are hitting and also melts the 
ends of nylon rope to keep it from 
fraying.

  8 Items For Your Tacklebox



Hunting - Fishing
and Marine

Rt. 10 & Hughes Branch Rd.
HUNTINGTON, WV

304-736-4276

One Of WV’s Largest
Selections Of Fishing Tackle

Large Variety Of
LIVE BAIT

St. Croix - Shimano
Zebco - Bass Pro & More
Custom Spinner & Buzz Baits

Lead Sinkers Of All Types
Gamakatsu • Owner
XPS • Excel • Stren

P Line • Sufix • Trilene
Spro • Bandit • Bomber
Norman • Cotton Cordell
 Berkely Power Worms

Gulp • Yum • Cabin Creek
Venom • Gitzit • Reaction
Jewel Bait • Eakins • Hart

Prowler • Hard Nose • Storm
Bitsy Bug • Stanley Wedge

White River • Super Duper
Mike’s • Uncle Josh •Joe’s 

Stop By Justin’s Before Your Next Hunting Or Fishing Trip!

CSS Archery
Deer & Turkey Supplies
Ammunition - Knives

Boots & Clothing
Pistols & Guns
Muzzleloaders

Pistol Holsters & MORE!!

Let’s Go
Fishing!
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Chyenne Dennison caught a 42” 
Little Kanwha musky. Photo courtesy 
of Willie’s Sport Shop in Glenville.

www.hicalguns.com

Lay-Away - Consignments - Transfers
Gun Cleaning - Bore Sighting - Ammunition

“GET YOUR SHOT ON”
1301 1/2 Garfield Ave.

PARKERSBURG,WV
304-485-4866
Mon-Fri 10am to 6pm

Sat. 10am to 8pm

Pistols
Rifles

Shotguns
Accessories

HIGH CALIBER
GUNS AMMO

Roman Rader, Zack West and Scott 
Rader had a nice catch. Photo cour-
tesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Elizabeth.

A 49 and a 39 pound catfish were 
brought in by Andy Bett and friend. 
Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Eliza-
beth.



• A/C
• TV - VCR
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-269-5813

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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GUN SHOP & HEATED INDOOR RANGE
Over 29 Years Of Service!
Always  On “Target”

NRA
Firearms
Safety

Classes
Home
Of The

“Gun Guys”

3647 Collins Ferry Road
Morgantown,  WV

304-599-1556

MARSTILLER’S
2563 RITTER DRIVE

On Rt. 19
SHADY SPRING, WV

304-763-3109

JBC ARCHERY
INDOOR SHOOTING RANGE

Hoyt • Darton • PSE • Alpine
20 Yard Indoor Range • Ammo
Complete Archery Pro Shop

Arrows - Muzzleloaders - Fishing
10 am to 6pm Mon - Thur & Sat

10am to 5pm Friday

Game
Check

Brandon Smith caught an 8 pound 
bass in South Carolina. 

Eddie MCloy hooked a 6 pound, 9 
oz. bass at North Bend lake.  

MAIL IN FISH PHOTOS Form On
Page 38

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

21 Years Experience

304-473-0752

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

Buckhannon, WV

 Accepting Major Credit Cards

Full Time/Award Winning  Master 
Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap



Darrell Shrader hooked a 44 1/2” 
musky.  Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait 
in Elizabeth.
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

Mathews • Martin
Bear • PSE • Mission

Whisper Creek

BOW
SHOP

Hunting
Boots

Gun Cases

BUY • TRADE • PAWN

Guns • Pistols • Bows • Knives
Safes • Fishing Rods & Reels

Tackle • Camo Clothing • Scents
Gortex Clothing • Dog Supplies

Trapping • Custom Arrows • More
BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Georgia 

 Browning - Handyman - Irsih Setter - Danner

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Liberty &
Remington Safes

SPORTING 
GOODS

LIVE BAIT
• MINNOWS - WORMS - MORE
• RODS & REELS - TACKLE
    BASS - CATFISH - TROUT
• PAINTBALL SUPPLIES
• CAMPING EQUIPMENT
• SPORTING GOODS
• HUNTING SUPPLIES

304-872-4141
8AM TO 8PM MON-SAT.

1PM TO 6PM SUN

JOHNSON’S

3003 WEBSTER RD.
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

New & Useed Guns

Free On The Internet - www.wvasportsman.net

Paul McCallister caught a tiger 
trout.  Photo courtesy of Waterfront 
Sporting Goods in Alderson.

Fishing Boats 

Chuck Tanner bagged a  large gob-
bler.  Photo courtesy of Crossroads Gen-
eral Store.



Lavalette, WV

2010 MODEL PONTOONS @ 2007 PRICES

Sweetwater 24’
$20,999

w/50 Honda 4-Stroke, Trailer, Storage Cover, 
Propane Grill, Changing Room & More

Sweetwater 20’
$16,999

w/50 Honda 4-Stroke, Trailer, Storage Cover, 
Propane Grill, Livewell, Changing Room & More

#1 Sweetwater Dealer in the USA in 2009!

13 Cabins & Lodges
Tent & RV Camping

www.ultimaterafting.com

CANTRELL
Ultimate Rafting
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Enjoy a rafting trip this season.
Trips range from

 LAZY - MODERATE - EXTREME
ENJOY RAFTING • FISHING
AND CAMPING/LODGING

New & Gauley Rivers

HINTON, WV

1-800-470-7238
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FISH
MOUNTS

304-679-3915
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CLARK’S TAXIDERMY
Globaly Recognized 

Turning Hunting & Fishing Memories Into Lifetime Treasures

28 Years Of Experience
Full Time Taxidermist

State & Federally Licensed
North American, African & 

Exotic Game Specialist

Accepting Turkey & Fish Mounts - Deer & Exotic Game

“WHERE QUALITY MATTERS”

Located Off Rt. 50 
East Of

PARKERBURG, WV
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MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North

Sutton,wv
Phone:  (304) 765-7325   (800) 640-7329

Suzuki
Honda

Yamaha 
Can-Am

ATV’s                    Motorcycles            

Rt. 33 East
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com
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IT’S BOAT SEASON AT MID-STATE MARINA

G3
Aluminum

Swim Baits

continue to the next page

Mike Mace caught and released a 
50 inch musky.  Photo courtesy of Jar-
rett’s Bait in Elizabeth.

Paul Fisher, from Parkersburg, 
caught a 7 pound, 5 oz. largemouth 
in a pond.  

Editor’s Note: Swimbaits are hot. 
Recognizing that, Bassmaster.
com asked Elite Series angler By-
ron Velvick to write a series of 
monthly articles on “The Art of 
the Swimbait.” He was one of the 
early pioneers in their development 
and currently is on the pro staff of 
Fish Harder Companies as a swim-
bait specialist. Velvick’s thoughts, 
ideas and tips will help you catch 
more bass on these baits.
  Byron Velvick was one of the ear-
ly pioneers in the development of 

swimbaits in bass fi shing.
  In this, the introduction to our 
series, it’s appropriate to begin by 
trying to defi ne what a swimbait is, 
and what it isn’t.
When I think of a swimbait I think 
about an artifi cial lure that mimics 
a baitfi sh. It’s a lure that’s charac-
terized by a lifelike action and a 
lifelike appearance, a lure that puts 
bass in the boat because they be- lieve it’s the real thing. They want 

to eat it.
  It’s not a reaction bait they want 
to kill, nor is it a fl ash bait they bite 
because they’re curious. And size 
and weight have nothing to do with 
anything. There are swimbaits as 
small as 3 inches and as big as 16 
inches. Some weigh much less than 
an ounce while others exceed 3 or 
4 ounces.
  It’s not characterized by its con-
struction, either. Some are made 
from soft plastic, others from wood 
or hard plastic. Some are jointed, 
but just as many get their action 
from a lip or from the engineering 
design of the bait’s body and tail.
  In short, a swimbait swims and 
looks like the real thing.
  I started fi shing with swimbaits in 
the ocean off the California coast 
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CHEAT TROUT TRIPS
Guide Trips From Rowlesburgh Up 

& Including The 5 Forks Of The 
Cheat River Through The

Monongalia National Forest

For Info Call:
304-864-3390

Rt 1 Box 113A
Independence, WV

26374

• Catfish Trips

Hillbilly Hunting Beagles
AKC Pups & Hunting Dogs

Garmin GPS • Diamond Deluxe • Tri-Tronics 
King • Easy Loader • Vinyl Flooring Wire For Kennels
David Dewees (304) 545-3820  Curt Casto (304) 988-0482

2178 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV  25248

• ATV Trails
• Horseback Trails
• Hunters Welcome
   Nearby Public Hunting
• 2 Bedroom Cabins
• Hot Tub - Outdoor Grill
• Central Air - Fully Equipped

49642 Varner Ridge Road
BEALLSVILLE, OH  43719

740-926-2040
www.kickinbackcabins.com

n the early 1990s. I noticed that I 
caught rather small saltwater fish on 
really big baits. At the same time I 
was getting serious about bass fish-
ing in freshwater. The lakes I was 
fishing were stocked with trout. In 
fact, they were the primary forage.
  Around the same time a small 
group of California anglers were 
fishing for the world record with 
live bait — mostly crawfish. I rea-
soned that if they could catch giant 
largemouth bass on a tiny crawfish 
surely I could catch them on a big 
swimbait, especially if they were 
feeding naturally on big rainbow 
trout.
 By 2000 I was hard into swim-
baits. They were my bass fishing 
thing. I was attracted to them most-
ly because they were different. No 
one else was using them. My suc-
cess was a closely guarded secret. 
So secret that when I caught one 
on a big bait during a tournament, 
I’d express surprise that it actually 
caught something. That kept my 
co-anglers from catching on and 
spreading the word.

All of my baits were handmade 
at the time, and most of them re-
sembled rainbow trout in one form 
or another. Commercial production 
was non-existent. You either made 
them yourself in the garage, or you 
didn’t have any. Over time, though, 
a few small custom shops began 
producing them. But even then they 
were mostly one of a kind special 
order items.
  Over time my swimbait skills ma-
tured. I quickly learned the single 
most important lesson about these 
baits: Without exception, a swim-
bait must match the hatch. If it 
doesn’t, it’s useless.
  Matching the hatch isn’t just 
about color, or size or movement. 
It’s about all those things com-
bined. A good bait must look like 
the real thing. First, that means the 
color must match the color of the 
prevailing forage. The best tilapia 
bait in the world won’t be success-
ful in a lake that doesn’t have tila-
pia in it.
  Bait color is also affected by water 
color. Colors don’t look the same 
in clear, slightly stained and muddy 
water. They take on a different ap-
pearance. The lure must look like 
what’s in the lake given the current 
water conditions.
  Size is another factor. A 4-inch 
thin bait looks very different than a 
4-inch fat bait. They make different 
profiles when pulled through the 
water. Size isn’t just about length. 
It’s about bulk and the appearance 
of bulk, too.

  Think of it this way: A rainbow 
trout doesn’t have the body shape 
of a bluegill. So a rainbow trout 
finish on a bluegill body doesn’t 
match the hatch, regardless of how 
accurate the colors may be on it. It 
doesn’t look right. It doesn’t have 
the right bulk.
  Finally, we come to movement. 
Motion is made up of two parts — 
lure design and angler retrieve. A 
good swimbait — one that catches 
bass — must be engineered to swim 
like the real thing. If the lure isn’t 
capable of a natural swimming ac-
tion, you can’t catch fish with it.
  Next, your retrieve must match the 
real thing. If the local baitfish swim 
long distances without stopping 
or changing speed, your retrieve 
should duplicate that. If, however, 
the local forage stops and starts as 
it swims along, your bait should do 
the same.
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W. Va. Sportsman
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Parker’s Safe Sales
80 to 90
In Stock

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor

S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes

740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70  S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles

Belmont, Ohio

Murray’s
Lures & Trapping Supplies

304-275-TRAP
www.murrayslures.com

UPS Service Available
Trapping • Lure Scents • Oils • Urine • Traps • Triggers
Baseplates • T-bar Springs • Links • Trapline Supplies
Trap Holders • Trap Bedder • Trap Tags • Snaring Books
Fleshing Tool • Push Pins • Sure Locks • Boots & Clothing
Game Calling Supplies • Assorted Books • Videos and Much More
Hawbaker • Carman’s • Burkhart’s • Sleepy Creek • Duke • Bridger 
    Call or Visit Our Website - Shipments Will Be Sent UPS

BIG
BEAR ADVENTURES

NW Ontario, Canada

NOW BOOKING
2010 Bear & Wolf
Hunts - Lodging

& Ice Fishing

Call: 1-807-857-2248

RIVERVIEW DOG
SUPPLIES & FEED

• BLAZER
• NITE LITE
• COMPETITION
• DOG BOXES

BAGS OF CORN
DOG FEED

DOG SUPPLIES
TRAIL CAMERAS

“Anything for the Houndsman”

1 Mile West of 

Grantsville, WV
304-532-2174

   Some species such as largemouth 
and smallmouth bass have a high-
er percentage of catch and release 
then most species
A dead-weight tug on the end of my 
line signaled that the largemouth 
bass under the dock was indeed 
hungry. I swept the rod back and 
the four-pound fish rocketed up out 
of the water. She battled every foot 
of the way to my hand.
  I reached down, tweaked the hook 
and felt it stick in the armor of the 
fish’s cheek. Realizing the barb on 
the 3/0 Mustad Ultrapoint hook 
had done its job, I pulled out my 
pliers, crushed the barb flat and slid 

Catch-And Release

Greg Bash brought in a nice gob-
bler.  Photo courtesy of Willie’s Sport 
Shop in Glenville.

the hook out of the gaping mouth 
of the late-summer largemouth.
Catch and release is a fun and ef-
fective way of preserving the re-
source on any water. However, 
simply hooking and releasing fish 
is not the only facet of the practice.        
There are many other areas anglers 
should focus on for a successful 
experience. What follows are just 
a few tips to help anglers success-
fully practice catch and release.
1. Go barbless
  A growing trend which originated 
in trout country is the use of barb-
less hooks. These hooks do little 
damage the mouth of a fish and 
make it much easier to release. 
If you can’t find barbless hooks, 
smash the barb flat with your pli-
ers. You will find that most fish still 
stay hooked when properly played 
and they swim off with far less 
pressure on their jaws and mouth.
2. Wash your hands
  No, you don’t need to use soap 
or scrub for 20 seconds, but before continue to the next page

handling a fish or lifting it up for 
a photo, make sure you give your 
hands a quick dunk in the water. By 
doing so, you reduce the amount of 
friction that dry hands put on the 
slime coat of a vulnerable fish. If 
you don’t plan to photograph the 
fish, unhook it while it is in the net 
or the water.
3. Needlenose power
  Perhaps the most effective tool 
in catch-and-release fishing is the 
needlenose pliers. A decent model 
runs around five dollars and can last 
for seasons, presuming you don’t 
drop it in the river. The long pliers 
can reach hooks that are back in the 
mouth and in other tough-to-reach 
places. Furthermore, the extra pry-
ing power is a welcome advantage 
when releasing fish. For smaller 
fish like bluegill, try a forceps or 
hemostat to aid in hook removal.
   It’s important to know how to 
properly release fish or there’s no 
point in doing it at all
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SPORT SHOP
305  N. Lewis St.

GLENVILLE, WV
304-462-7307

• RODS
• REELS
• TACKLE
• LIVE BAIT

Game Checking
Hunt/Fish License

Guns • Ammo 
 Turkey Calls

Camo Clothing
Groceries & Beer

Musky & Bass Tackle

Mon - Sat 9am to 6pm

JM Outdoors
MUSKY TACKLE BY:
Myers Lures • TJ Lures 

NJB •Crane

Buckwear T-Shirts!
Special order of scopes, 

laser rangefinders, binocs 
and other hunting products.

“The Shops at 46 Main”
Main St.    Buckhannon, WV

304-924-6875

www.abbagoochie.com
Jim Wilson

P.O. Box 117
Valley Head, WV 26294
only $12.95 + $3.50 S/H

Include Your Payment
And Name & Address

To Order - Mail To

ORDER YOUR
BOOK TODAY

Tom Haddox hooked a big catfish.  
Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Eliza-
beth.continue to the next page

4. Limit your hooks
  Lures with six or nine hooks run-
ning up and down them can pose a 
problem for releasing fish. Often-
times hooks on the back of a min-
nowbait will land in the mouth, 
while the others will snag the 
eyes, gills and head. Not only do 
multiple hooks damage these vi-
tal organs, but also the removal of 
the trebles takes longer. That time 
out of the water poses a risk to the 
fish. Try using single hooked jigs 
or lures with fewer hooks when the 
situation allows for it; or eliminate 
one set of trebles, which also helps 
reduce snagging on bottom struc-
ture.
5. Cut ties, if necessary
  When it comes to big fish like 
muskellunge and pike, bigger baits 
work best. Be prepared to part with 
some of your stickbait’s hooks if 
the moment calls for it. If a hook 
is buried deep in the maw of a big 
esox, use a hook cutter to set the 
beast free. Cut the metal as close 
to the flesh as possible. The hook 
fragment will be forced out of the 
animal through time and the fish 
suffers less stress at boat side.
6. Check your net
  When fish can’t be lipped because 
of their teeth or must be landed 
with a net due to their size, make 

sure your net does little or no harm. 
Purchase a mesh cradle when pur-
suing big fish like muskies and use 
a rubberized net for other fish like 
walleyes, trout and bass. A good 
model is the Tangle Free Rubber 
Net from Frabill (www.frabill.
com). The non-collapsing rubber 
net prevents unnecessary damage 
to the slime coat of a fish.
7. Pick your battles
  Nothing is more exciting than a 
bulldogging pull of a bass or the 
drag-squealing run of a monster 
northern pike. But fighting a fish 
for too long can cause irreparable 
damage from lactic acid build up. 
Just as when your muscles ache the 
next day after a hard workout, fish 
suffer the same problem. But this 
acid build-up can kill fish. Limit 
the fight time to help the fish sur-
vive.
8. Know when to say when



PC BAIT & TACKLE

PC Bait & Tackle  304-466-1444

L
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REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

Archery Bows & Supplies • Musky Tackle • Marine Products

250 Greenbrier Drive - HINTON, WV
Greenbrier Chalets

On The Greenbrier River
www.greenbriercabins.com

304-466-3536

Pipestem Country Campgounds
On Rt. 20

www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-9121

Donald Belcher, from Summers-
ville, took a nice buck.
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Blood in the water is never a good 
sight. If a fish is gill hooked, bleed-
ing or injured badly do not release 
it. There’s no sense in wasting the 
resource be responsible and know 
when a fish should not be released.
9. The thirty second rule
  Take a deep breath. How long can 
you hold it? Thirty seconds is about 
the average. Now imagine you’re 
a fish. Along those lines, think of 
how long that fish can stay out of 
the water without oxygen. Try to 
limit the time a fish is exposed to 
the air and out of its natural envi-
ronment. Have a buddy ready with 
a camera and keep the photo ses-
sion brief.
10. See them off
  When releasing a fish, be gentle, 
do not toss the fish back into the 
water. Cradle the fish in your hands 
and slowly move it forward in the 
water or hold it facing the current. 
This moves water over the gills and 
helps the fish recover. Feel for the 
fish attempting to swim off. Hold it 
near the tail until it pulls away. If 
you see the fish go belly up a few 
moments later, refer to tip number 
eight.
  By following these points, C&R 
anglers can help ensure that their 
preferred method of fishing contin-
ues creating opportunities for oth-
ers...in our outdoors.

  Many of North America’s small 
ponds are home of our biggest and 
most denaopulated bass. Here I 
will tell you the tricks in landing 
that lunker from small, and often 
overlooked, ponds. 
Farm Ponds:
  Farm ponds are usually a very 
small and featureless lake filled 
by runoff or it may be connected 
to a stream. On average they are 
around 15 feet deep throughout the 
whole pond with no shallow areas, 
In these type of ponds largemouth 
bass will usually stick to the very 
edge of the water. On sunny days, 
the larger bass will be sticking to 
the side with the most shade. For 
example, if the sun is at the east, 
then fish the east side of the pond 
which will give the most shade due 
to long grass or other land-grown 
vegetation. Since farm ponds are 
mostly featureless, look for any 
irregularities that exist. If there is 
an overhang tree providing shade, 
work the area very thoroughly be-

cause without a doubt there will 
be a big old bucketmouth waiting 
there to ambush its prey. If there 
is other cover (ex. flooded brush), 
again, fish it thoroughly. The thing 
about farm ponds is that cover is 
scarce and if you know of some, 
then the largest bass in the pond 
will be close by. If you do not no-
tice any cover you should cast par-
allel to the edge of the pond. Since 
farm ponds are not usually a tourist 
to fishermen and are mostly hiding 
in the middle of nowhere they get 
fished seldom. Therefore, the bass 
are usually very active and will be 
willing to strike a wider variety of 
lures and colours.

Farm Ponds

E Mail or Mail
Your BIG FISH
Pictures From 2010

Look On Page 38



FULL MOON 
TEAM 

CHALLENGE

Sponsored By:
Battle Run Ramp
7:30PM to 7AM 

6/19•7/10•8/7        MAY 16

Two Flights Over 50 Teams

$1,000 1st

Over 35 Teams$100 per Team
Plus $10 Optional Big Bass

Big Bass Pays 2 Places
 Over 25 Teams

Number Of Places Paid
Based On Entered Teams.
Pro-rated Less Or More

Than 35 TeamsOpen To All Teams

Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521

Vienna, WV 26105
304-295-8450

• 6 Fish Limit per Team
• 6 oz. Dead Bass
• Courtesy Board
• Obey DNR Rules
• Subject To Polygraph
• Complete Rules At Events
• No Off-Limits Before Events
  REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 6PM 0r 6AM

THREE LAKE NIGHT - ONE BURNSVILLE LAKE DAY TOURNAMENT

Rt. 152 Just Outside Of Huntington, WV
LAVALETTE,WV

304-525-4556  www.thegreatoutoorsmarine.com

#1 In
WV

Best Western Summersville
Lake Motor Inn

1203 South Broad St.
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

304-872-6900
800780-7234

Just Off The
4 Lane

Boaters Welcome

Burnsville Ramp
7:00AM to 4pM 

Summersville
Lake - Night

Burnsville
Lake - Day

LAKE
KINGS

New For 2010 
• Lower Entry Fee
• Sign Up At The Ramp Only
• No Late Fees
• Boat Numers Assigned 
  At The Ramp
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1418 MacCorkle Ave.
Charleston, WV
304-744-1200

Huge Selection Of Fishing
Rods • Reels • Tackle

Billiards • Football
Soccer • Basketball
Fitness • Footwear

WVU & Marshall Items
And Much More

14th Annual
Masters Series

Bass Tournament
Saturday
May 29th

C&P (Verizon Ramp)
Kanawha River
Launch 5:00 am
Entry Fee $135

- Pre-Tournament Meeting
May 28, 2010

Check in 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Sport Mart Superstore 

COOKOUT • SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
• FACTORY REPS

Info www.trailofdreams.com

“For Everything The Bass
Tournament Angler Needs”

MASTERS SERIES
BASS TOURNAMENT

MASTERS SERIES
BASS TOURNAMENT

RODS TACKLE

LURES

CJ Sundstrom. from Mt. Claire, hooked a 6 pound 14 ounce rainbow.

Megan Carnahan shot this 20# gob-
bler in the Ohio youth season.

Young Tyler Seaver, from Raven-
swood. hookeda 49 1/2” catfish 
that weighed 45 pounds.  He got 
the fish by the Belleville Dam on 
the Ohio River.

 Mail Or Email Your 

Big Fish
Pictures From 2010

* Form is on Page 38
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22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV 
26201

(304) 472-4100
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Terry Knight, from Missouri, with 
a 4 pound, 6 oz New River bass .  

Hi l l b i l l y  Haven  Log  Ca b in  Ren ta l s 

6988 US Highway 19N 
Roanoke, WV  26447 

 

 phone:  304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 
email:  info@hillbillyhavenwv.com 

website:  www.hillbillyhavenwv.com 

First-class vacation cabins 
conveniently located one mile off 

Interstate 79, Exit 91, one mile south 
on US 19 toward Stonewall Resort 

 Recently built log cabins are 
exceptionally clean and beautifully 
decorated to be your home away 
from home 

 Private, romantic, remote, peaceful 
and safe environment 

 Honeymoon cabins with hot tub 
sleep two 

 Four person cabins have full bed 
and two twin beds 

Hickory House Restaurant 
Phone 304-269-7373

1137 US Highway 19N 
Jane Lew, WV  26378 

 

During your stay be sure to visit 
Hickory House Restaurant near 

Historic Jackson’s Mill, where you’ll 
find the Best BBQ in WV!  “The 

Hickory Wood makes it Good!” 

Call or visit website for rates, additional information, and policies.  A 50% 
deposit is required for reservations.  Major credit cards are accepted. 

 Six person cabins have king or 
queen bed and two full beds, 
whirlpool tub or hot tub, 
dishwasher, and washer and dryer 

 Eight person cabins have four 
bedrooms, two baths, and an eight 
person hot tub 

 Accessible cabin available 
 Fully equipped kitchen with dishes, 

cookware, refrigerator, microwave, 
toaster, and coffee maker 

 Full bath with shower  
 Gas log fireplace and air 

conditioning 
 Satellite tv and dvd player 
 Linens and other amenities 

provided 
 Picnic table, fire ring, and gas grill 

outside  
 Stocked ponds, playground, and 

horseshoe pits 
 Convenience store onsite with gift 

shop, WV souvenirs, and many 
unique hillbilly gifts 

 Open 365 days a year 
 Stonewall Resort with fine 

restaurants and Arnold Palmer 
Signature Golf Course, and 2,650 
acre Stonewall Jackson Lake with 
all types of water recreation, fishing, 
and hunting, just two minutes away 

 Watch for new cabins coming soon 

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central 
West Virginia, just  two minutes from Stonewall 

Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort 

 • Viper Archery • Muzzy • G5 • Wildlife Research • Merrell
Code Blue • Carbon Express • Hunters Specialties • Summit • Rage

Ammunition • Guns (Ordered) • Full Line Archery
 LIVE BAIT - Goldfish • Shiners • Minnows • Nightcrawlers • More

Bass - Musky - Trout - Panfi sh Lures
Powell Rods • Jackall Lures • Skeet Reese Rods • Zoom • Warrior

War Eagle • Yamamoto • Trokar Hooks • Robo Worm • Seaguar Line

PSE
BOWTECH

Parker

Mon - Fri 10-8
Sat 10-6

Closed Sun

NEW INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE - LEAGUES FORMING NOW    
Rt. 14 - (North of Vienna) BOAZ, WV  304-375-2070

Drinks Snacks www.madsportinggoods.com
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NEW LOCATION

RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Beverages

Snack Items
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco

“Get Ready For Bow Season At Our NEW Location”
PSE & MARTIN Bows • Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Allen Broadheads
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders

Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane  Exchange

 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

North Mountain Vacation Rentals
Located Off Rt.28/55 on Smokehole Rd.

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   304-257-5411
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.com

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.comwww.northmountainrentals.com

Hunters and
Fishermen 
Welcome.

Braxton Cooper took a cow elk at 
Double “D” Ranch.  Photo courtesy 
of Bowlistic Archery in Chelyan.

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing & Hunting

Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room - Playground
Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

MAIL OR EMAIL
BIG FISH PHOTOS
FORM ON PAGE 38

Jimmy Wilson hooked a 5 pound-
river smallmouth. Photo courtesy of 
Hess Fish & Tackle in Harrisville.

www.tristatateccw.com

(304)389-5598
3324 US Rt. 60 Huntington, WV 25705

ADVANCED HANDGUN & SHOTGUN

RELOADING
CONCEAL CARRY CLASSES



CARDINAL
PAWNBROKERS • SPORTING GOODS

1221 S. EISENHOWER DRIVE
B E C K L E Y,  W V
304-253-7357

“Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selections”

  Archer y  Pro  Shop

Bow Tuning • Custom Arrows • Accessories

MORRELL Targets
Georgia Boots - Case Knives

• Guns  •  Ammo  • Scopes
• Fishing Tackle  
 Game Cameras

“We Trade Guns”

Mathews  Bowtech  Parker  
Diamond  Mission
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WHEELER’S SPORTS
Elkins, WV - (304) 636-3430

Looking For Hard To Find Guns?

Open 6:30 am Closed Wed.
ON RT. 33 EAST

Over 1,400 Guns In Stock

Huge
Selection
Of Ammo
In Stock

PRICE GOOD WHILE 
SUPPLIES LAST

Daniel Miller brought in a nice 
buck with a bow from Wyoming 
County.  Photo courtesy of Cardinal 
Pawnbrokers in Beckley.

Meet The Judge
Taurus 45/410

As Low As

$49900

30 in stock

Adverttise - W. Va. Sportsman
Details On Page 3



FEDERAL VALLEY
PHEASANT FARM
16171 E. KASLER CR. ROAD

Amesville, Ohio 45711
HUNTING PRESERVE

Season Open
Sept. 1

For Questions and
Reservations

Call: 740-448-6747
Gene and Roseanna Hines

Ask The Pro: Mike Wurm

continue to the next page
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PAWN
JIM’S GUN SHOP

RT #6 BOX 248
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-1037
FISHING TACKLE  CAMPING SUPPLIES

ARCHERY  TRAPPING SUPPLIES

Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportsman
Distributed & Also Free

On The Internet
Details On Page 3

GLADY FORK ARCHERY
Bowtech • Diamond • Hoyt • Alpine

Bowtuning - Custom Arrows – Accessories
Guns • Ammo – Scopes – Targets

28 Yaers
Experience

Visa  
Mastercard  
Discover 
Accepted

2539 Glady Fork Road
3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Turn Left

WESTON, WV    304-269-6292

Mon-Fri-Sat
10-5

Tue-Wed-Thur
3-9

Q: Since turning pro, what fish-
ing-related question have you been 
asked most often? How do you typ-
ically respond?
- OperationBass.com staff, Conn.
A: The one question that seems 
to come up most often is: ?How 
do you approach all the different 
lakes and new locations and still 
catch fish?? This question often 
is asked by individuals who have 
fished most of the time on one lake 
and are now faced with traveling to 
other bodies of water.
  The best answer I can think of 
is to try to first reduce the size of 
this new body of water so that you 
can cover a smaller area. Look at a 
map of the lake or river and choose 
a single creek arm or bay or maybe 

Randy Weaver caught a nice cat-
fish at this pay-lake.  Photo courtesy 
of Family Fishing in Grafton.

a bend of river or area of main bank 
to begin your trip. Being intimi-
dated by the sheer size of some of 
these lakes is easy to understand.
  Next, after remembering the time 
of year, type of water (lake, river, 
etc.) and weather, approach the 
general location of fish according-
ly. Try to fit the area to the style or 
kind of fishing that you like to do. 
You will be more confident and re-
ceptive to the information you dis-
cover as well as what is going on 
with the body of water in general.
  And finally, take the information 
learned from that small segment of 
the lake (or river) and, looking at 
the maps, find other sections with 
the same characteristics and apply 
what you learned from the first area 
to the new area. Hopefully, a pat-
tern will emerge. If not, remember 
that eliminating stretches of water 
can also be very helpful for your 
future fishing experience.
Q: I’m overwhelmed with the num-
ber of spinnerbaits available on the 
market. What do the different sizes 
do differently and when should I 
use one over another?
- J. Fickbohm, Clearwater, Fla.
A: In regard to spinnerbaits, gen-
erally try to match the size of the 
spinnerbait, especially the blades, 
to the size of the baitfish. The 
blades present the flash and vibra-
tion to the fish and are usually the 
first the fish sees and relates to. 
   The three main styles - Colora-

do, Indiana and willow leaf - each 
have distinct vibrations and flash. 
Colorado and Indiana styles give 
the most vibration while the wil-
low leaf presents the most flash. 
Colorado and Indiana blades are 
better used under conditions when 
the water is off-colored and stained 
or muddy. The willow leaf is better 
in clear water.
  The different weights of a spin-



#2 Walnut St.
Belpre, Ohio
740-423-6541

Factory Authorized
Full Line Dealer

1-877-HEY-DAVE

Smoker Craft
171 Pro Bass

Complete Rig 17’10”
Boat, Mercury 9.9 HP EL

Trailer, Trolling Motor
Fish Finder • Mooring Cover

Batteries & More
Includes Freight & Pre

READY TO FISH PRICE

$11,989

PONTOON & PLEASURE BOATS

CERTIFIED
Mercury

Service Center
“If you bought it here 

FINE. If not FINE also.”

A nice golden trout was brought in.  
Photo courtesy of PC Bait in Hinton.

bait not only relate to the size of 
the lure but also relate to how deep 
you need the lure to get down in 
the water. The smaller sizes, one-
eighth and one-quarter ounce, are 
better suited for shallow water or 
for situations where the baitfish 
are small. The larger lures, three-
eighths, one-half and three-quarter 
ounce, are for larger applications 
such as deeper water presentation 
and larger baitfish.
  Spinnerbaits can be very effective 
from the surface to very deep wa-
ter to fishing on the extreme bot-
tom. The three-eighth and one-half 
ounce sizes are probably the most 
common because of the size and 
ease of casting. One thing to re-
member when fishing the spinner-
bait is to vary the retrieve until the 
fish tell you which one is the right 
retrieve. A cast around any type of 
cover is usually better.
Q: I’ve been fishing southern Cali-
fornia waters for several years 
without much luck. There’s plenty 
of vegetation, but not much struc-
ture. What can I do?
- Chris Baade, Rancho Santa Fe, 
Calif.A: It’s important to remem-
ber that vegetation, oftentimes, is 
the structure that bass are relating 
to. Many lakes and rivers through-

continue to the next page

out the country probably could use 
a little more vegetation; however, 
lakes with too much vegetation can 
also present some problems for an-
glers. 
  When fishing vegetation, or any 
type of structure, always watch for 
anything different or irregular. This 
could be a change of grass type, a 
point of vegetation, an open hole in 
the grass or especially an isolated 
clump or mass. It is usually these 
irregularities where the bass locate 
to ambush their prey. A point com-
prised of grass can be every bit as 
effective as a land point or point of 
rocks. Also take notice where two 
types of vegetation come together 
or a log or rock is situated within a 
grass bed. Both can be very effec-
tive areas.
  Lures and presentations should 
be of the shallow variety. Topwa-
ter lures can be very effective in 
this situation. However, the easiest 
lure and one of the most reliable is 
probably the plastic worm. Texas-

rigged fishing works well here also 
because the components are ex-
tremely versatile in both color and 
use. Weedless spoons and spin-
nerbaits can be utilized to cover a 
lot of territory. Soft-body jerkbaits 
also can present a different profile 
to the fish.
  Remember, always pay close at-
tention to detail with each fish you 
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"Business Goes Where Invited -
Stays Where Appreciated"

Colonial Hotel - Motel
Hunters & Fishermen

Welcome
TV & AC                      Free Parking
                                  Center of City304-472-3000

Dalton Cutright, owner

24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Lazy Acres Mart

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

            1/2 Mile from
  Audra State Park in WV
  304-472-4279 LIVE BAIT
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Elkins
Motor
Lodge

Harrison Av.
ELKINS, WV

(304)
636-1400

HUNTERS WELCOME
 1863 TAVERN

Toll Free
877-636-1863

SWAROVSKI
ScopesT&T GUN SHOP

GUNS • AMMO • ACCESSORIES
Reloading Supplies - Powder - Primers - Bullets - Dies & More

KOWA
Optimed Spotting Scopes

Jolynne Addition
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-AMMO

Mike Vanripper went to Santee 
Cooper for this 38 pound blue cat-
fish.  Photo courtesy of Cheat Trips in 
Independence.

HUNTERS
and

FISHERMEN
WELCOME

• HBO
• 70 ROOMS
• COFEE & HOT BREAKFAST
• MICROWAVE & REFRIGERATOR
  AVAILABLE
NEARBY HUNTING & FISHING AT 
STONECOAL AND STONEWALL 

JACKSON LAKES

 2906 US Hwy 33 East
WESTON, WV
(304) 269-7000

FREE ELECTRIC HOOK-UPS
FOR BASS BOATS

866-301-7016
Toll Free

catch and apply what you learn to 
catch another. When fishing veg-
etation, note exactly what type of 
vegetation, depth, location, point 
or hole, etc. and find other situa-
tions like that to catch other bass.
Q: I’ve been an avid bass angler 

for years and have become quite 
skilled at it. I’m thinking of hitting 
the tournament trail. What advice 
can you give me to make this tran-
sition?
- Bryan Sweet, Fairmont, Minn.

A: With professional bass fishing 
becoming more and more notice-
able and visible on television and 
in other media, many individuals 
are beginning to think about tourna-
ments. Making the transition from 
recreational fishing to tournaments 
can be very exciting and rewarding 
or very frustrating and costly.
  If you are just beginning to fish 
tournaments, proceed in steps by 
first fishing local or weekly four-
hour tournaments or their equiva-
lent. Get a feel for fishing for a 
prescribed time and work on con-
centration and focus. There are 
many good team tournament se-
ries out there and pairing up with a 
friend with tournament experience 
helps a lot.
  Proceed from the smaller tourna-
ments to a more organized tourna-
ment trail, either draw or pro-am, 
with a championship at the end of 

the season so you can get used to 
accruing points and fishing more 
consistently. What should be hap-
pening now is that you will begin 
to gain more exposure to different 
types of water. Remember, fishing 
tournaments does not mean that 
you know it all. Keep learning ev-
ery time you are on the water and 
also learn from every partner.
However, if you choose to begin 
fishing tournaments, do not forget 
to come up with a plan and a set of 
goals. This gives you a focus and 
a measuring stick for your success. 
And, one last thought: Always 
think positive, have confidence and 
believe in yourself. 



Twin Lakes Camper Sales

12,000 Lb. Hitches
As Low As $99

Rt. 33 East of Weston
Turn Left  Exit 99 - I-79

WESTON,WV      304-269-3357

New Campers In Stock

Sandpiper
Wildwood
Rockwood

Century
Toppers

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road
Buckhannon, WV

(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)
Gasoline

Diesel
Kerosene

WV Lottery & Powerball

Gas

Fishing Supplies
    Knives - Novelty Items

M-S 6am-12pm   Sun 8am-10pm
          304-472-5132

Live
Bait

Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19  Walkersville

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

Ammo
Live Bait
Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups
Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza

Hoagies - Subs - Burgers 
 Beverages - More 6am to 10pm Mon - Sat

9am to 9pm Sun

GAS

304-452-8870
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Randy Timmons, from Harrisville, 
hooked a 45” musky. 

BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN
NEW & USED GUNS - MORE

BUCKHANNON, WV
304-472-1177

  Introducing young people to the 
game of golf and maintaining in-
terest as a lifetime outdoor activity 
is the focus of a new “Youth With 
Drive” program starting this spring 
at Pipestem Resort State Park. 
Qualifying youth participants will 
get a 50 percent discount on greens 
fees.
   “Golfers aged 16 or younger, 
when accompanied by a paying 
adult, will automatically get this 
half-off greens fee rate at both our 
Short Course and Championship 
Course throughout the golf sea-
son,” Pipestem golf professional 
Phil Weichman said.  
  Youth participants also receive a 

Youth With Drive Program

Jesse Yates caught a large drum.  
Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Eliza-
beth.

20 percent discount on Pipestem 
Pro Shop merchandise as well as 
food service at Mulligan’s Restau-
rant after presenting a golf receipt 
on the golf play date when accom-
panied by a paying adult. “Youth 
With Drive” does not require an 
overnight stay.
  Weichman also offers “Youth 
With Drive” golf clinics. The clin-
ics are scheduled every Friday 
from June 18 through July 16 at 
9 a.m. for youth when accompa-
nied by an adult. “Sometimes a 
little advice about technique, golf 
rules and etiquette and general play 
helps youngsters enjoy the game 
more,” said Weichman.  The clin-
ics are open to any youth interested 
in learning golf and last about 45 
minutes.
   Junior Season Passes also are of-
fered at Pipestem Resort. “Junior 
passes are very reasonably priced 
and allow young men and women 
an affordable opportunity to learn 
the game of golf without breaking 
a parent’s wallet,” Weichman said. 
Youth passes are $200 and are for 
individuals 18 years of age and 
younger.  Play is unlimited except 

continue to the next page

on weekends and holidays when 
Junior Pass holder play is open af-
ter 2:30 p.m. 
   “Winter snows have rewarded 
us with early greening and the turf 
grasses are in great shape,” says 
Dave Caplinger, park superinten-
dent.  “Our challenge is to encour-
age adults to get the clubs out and 
play golf and, more importantly, to 



The Source For....
---- Log Homes
---- Log Siding
---- 2 x 6 T & G Spruce
---- 1 x 6 T & G White Pine
---- Log Screws & PVC Foam Tape
---- 6 x 6 White Pine Posts & Beams
---- 3 x 6 White Pine Floor Joists Ceiling Joists & Rafters

A return to nature's beauty at Low, Low Cost
All logs are cut and processed in Ireland, West Virginia

Mill Direct Prices
Free Delivery
Custom Kits

Call or Write for our Catalog
Builder Inquiries Welcomed

100% Owned, Operated And
Manufactured In West Virginia

P.O. Box 679 Jane Lew, WV 26378
 304-884-6646 • 800-553-3006  Fax 304-884-6649

www.mountainstateloghomes.com

MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES
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JANE LEW
Location Now Open

I -79 Exit 105

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman Magazine
• 19 Years In Business  • Reaching Up To 40,000 Readers Each Month

FREE At Nearly 200 Stores Each Month
Online Each Month For FREE Also

www.wvasportsman.net
Details On Advertising On Page 3

serve as a mentor to a youth and 
promote this healthy lifetime sport. 
What we offer is an affordable and 
enjoyable opportunity for adults, 
parents, guardians, uncles and 
aunts to play golf and to bring a kid 
out to join the fun.”
  Golf and more outdoors opportu-
nities at Pipestem and other state 
parks
  The championship and Par 3 short 
courses at Pipestem challenge the 
most senior of golfers but are also 
forgiving of youth and adults new 
to the game. “Once you’ve played 
either course here at the park, you’ll 
return,” said Weichman.
   Frequent golfers recognize season 
passes as a best rate value.  Season 
passes are available for single play-
ers with add-on options for imme-
diate family members.  Reciprocal 
play at other state parks courses is 
part of the season pass value.
 “In addition to unlimited play at 
Pipestem as a pass holder, season 
passes include two plays at Ca-
capon, Twin Falls and Canaan Val-
ley resort state parks and reduced 
fee play at Stonewall Resort,” 
Weichman explained. 
  In addition to the two golf cours-
es, Pipestem Resort State Park fea-
tures lodges, cabins, campground, 
horseback riding, restaurants, hik-
ing, and fishing. Pipestem is less 
than a two hour drive from Charles-
ton and White Sulphur Springs in 
West Virginia or the Blacksburg, 
Wytheville, Radford and Roanoke 
areas of Virginia. From the Beck-
ley and Bluefield/Princeton areas, 
Pipestem is a short drive.
  For more information about Pipe-
stem Resort State Park, golf and 
other outdoor opportunities, call 
304-466-1800.  More information 
is available by viewing our web-
site.
www.wvstateparks.com.
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It's Always
Hunting Season

✫✫✫ At ✫✫✫

DALE RAY
HUNTING PRESERVE

WILD BOAR
     Exotic Sheep * Goats
   Sika Deer * Fallow Deer

Whitetail Hunts In
Season With Bow Or Gun

Tom Belville
2228 Co Rd 66

Proctorville, OH
45669

(740) 886-7060

Bubba's
Bait Shop

Large Fish Pictures Wanted

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_______________

Fish______________________ Pound______ Oz____

Clip Out

Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for large fish
 pictures caught in 2010.

Just Off U.S. Rt. 50
Near Mountwood Park

Deerwalk, WV

304-679-3502

Reese's
Country

Store

GAS

FOOD

AMMO

HUNTING SUPPLIES

GAME CHECKING

MUSKY PLUGS

Breakfast - Lunch - Deli Items

E-Mail
www.wvsport@wirefire.com
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Gray Quarry

Rustic Stack

Everglade Field

State 
Outline

High Country StoneHigh Country Stone
Broomstraw Ridge Road

500’ Off Rt. 3
Jumping Branch, WV

Mountain Stream
Gray Stack

State Outline
Everglade Field

Rustic Stack
Mountain Stream

Special Blend
High Country Quarry

Specializing In 
Veneer Building 

Stone

304-466-5400

Guns & Pistols Taxidermist

AND
TAXIDERMY

10 - 6
 Mon to Sat

Lay-Away
Available

Over 150 Guns In Stock • New & Used • Buy - Sell - Trade
Glock Armorer • Reloading Supplies • Ammunition In Stock

Full Time Taxidermist - 15 Years Experience
Fish - Turkey - Whitetail Shoulder Mounts - Lifesize Game - Rugs

• .380 Ammo
• Concealed Carry
Classes Available

• Liberty Safes

$20 Off
Taxidermy 

Mount
Bring In Ad

3322 Rt. 60
Across From WalMart
HUNTINGTON,WV

304-521-6888
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