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Two Lakes - 4 Acres & 1 Acre
• Gravel road around the lakes - no mud

• Clean with indoor restrooms
• Restaurant eith full breakfast,

lunch and dinner menu
• Indoor adult gameroom

• All open 24 hours a day all week
You Will Love Our Food

100% Payback Tournament Every
Friday & Saturday 8PM to 1AM

Cash Jackpot Fish   Night Tournaments

$1,000 Plus Weekly Jackpots
One of the best stocked BIG CATFISH lakes
anywhere.  Good lights for night fi shing with

over 40,000 pounds of big blue and fl athead catfi sh.

C A T F I S H  F O R
S T O C K I N G

Blue • Flathead &
Wild Channel Catfi sh.

Have your lake or pond
stocked from our haul truck.
Wild channel catfi sh prices
vary on hauling distance.
Great prices are available

on blues and fl atheads.
For details call:

740-867-6330

Only $12 for two rods
• Includes you on regular tags and jackpots

• Stocking 2,500 pounds of farm raised 
catfi sh each week.

• No limit on your catch on fi sh under 10 pounds.
Located on County Road 32

1 1/2 miles off Route 7

CHESAPEAKE, OHIO
Just Across The River From Huntington

740-867-3474

BUILT UP TAGS WORTH $500 EACH LAKE

Sept. 2006 ~ Page 2

THE BIG CATFISH ARE BITING!

SKY LAKESSKY LAKES
Two Lakes - 4 Acres & 1 Acre
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  The New River is renowned for 
lots of feisty smallmouth.  Occa-
sionally large musky are reeled 
in as well.
   A 49 inch musky was landed by 
Rusty Smith from Sophia.  His 
large fish weighed 25 pounds.  He 
was on a float trip at the time.
    Fishing all over the state has 
been excellent this season.  Good 
spawning conditions in the past 
years springs has helped.   
   The magazine is now on the in-
ternet. www.wvasportsman.net

Cover Photo

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Upcoming

Bass Tournaments For 2007

Name__________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ ST______

Zip_________________ email______________________________

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

Clip & Mail To:
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

email:
wvsport@wiref i re .
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Promote Your Business Statewide
 Advertise Special Sales and Events

Reach Thousands of Potential Customers



Rt. 33 East
Elkins, WV 26241

636-7878

Open 24 Hours        WV  Hats - Shirts - Souvenirs
LIVE BAIT

Legal Beverages
Snacks • Deli Sandwiches

Hunting & Fishing  Supplies
Ammunition • Game Check Chevron

Gas

MOUNTAIN BOY
TURKEY CALLS

DOUBLE  AA  ROUNDUP

"Business Goes Where Invited -
Stays Where Appreciated"

Colonial Hotel - Motel
Hunters & Fishermen

Welcome
TV & AC                      Free Parking
                                  Center of City304-472-3000

Dalton Cutright, owner

24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Lazy Acres Mart

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

            1/2 Mile from
  Audra State Park in WV
  304-472-4279 LIVE BAIT
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Stony Run Road
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-1588
We Accept Major Credit Cards
But • Sell • Trade

����������
Gun & Pawn

White’s Narcotic
And Detector Dogs

School For Dogs

870 DIVIDE RIDGE
KENNA,WV

304-372-5988
Pro Dog Trainers Course

Dog Training
Seminars - Competitions
www.whitesschoolfordogs.com

WV’s Finest

Brown - Itʼs Down
By Todd Zickafoose

ZZʼsTruck
Accessories

Pickup, Van & SUV
Accessories

Rt. 33 East Of
Buckhannon, WV
At Childers Run Road

304-472-6445

Accessory Painting
And Installation

   Once the state of West Virginia 
opened the first two weeks of buck 
season into a season of harvesting 
either a buck or doe, the season 
became known as “Brown Itʼs 
Down” season by many hunters.  
Unfortunately, with the first two 
weeks of hunting season now being 
the “Brown Itʼs Down” season, too 
many deer are being harvested and 
too many of those deer are young 
bucks being checked in as anterless 
deer, which undoubtedly is a large 
reason why the buck harvest is down 
during the season.
   The preliminary data that the 
Department of Natural Resources 
has collected shows that the 2005 
harvest was down twelve percent 
from the 2004 harvest.  The 2004 
buck season produced 63,873 deer 
as opposed to the 56,347 deer that 
were harvested during 2005.  Hunt-
ers with the proper stamps and 
licenses could also participate in the 
concurrent antlerless deer hunting 
opportunities during the two-week 
buck hunting season in 4l counties, 

or portions thereof.  In this early 
portion of the 2005 antlerless deer 
hunting season, 27,790 deer were 
harvested as opposed to the 2004 
season harvest of 44,297 deer.  This 
represented a 37 percent decline 
during the early antlerless deer hunt-
ing season.  
   This decline in the number of 
bucks harvested during the two-
week buck season has been cred-
ited to a number of things, such as 
poor mast in the woods and a large 
number of winter kill, whereas the 
decline in the number of antlerless 
deer harvested was reported to be a 
direct result of more conservative 
deer hunting regulations, along with 
there being fewer counties that were 
open to antleress deer hunting
   The Department of Natural Re-
sources also credits the fact that 
there was a reduced bag limit in 
many areas.  The DNR claims that 
the decline in this yearʼs buck kill 
is a result of their efforts to reduce 

continue to the next page

Marty Spurlock, from Ashton,  
bagged this big 8 point last year.



Glady Fork Archery

I-79  to Exit 96, Left 3.7 Miles
WESTON, WV    269-6292
Mon.- Fri.-Sat 10-5  Tues. Wed. Thu. 3-9

Near Stonewall Jackson Lake

Custom Made Arrows
Bow Tuning•Morell Targets

 Stands • Accessories

Hoyt  - McPherson - BowTech - Bear Jennings
 Pearson       In Stock Recurves

We Accept Major Credit Cards

27 Yrs. Experience

Game Heads     Life Size Mounts
     Rugs                  Novelties
   Turkeys         European Mounts

“Quality Work
At A

Reasonable
Rate”

304-884-6561

JANE LEW,WV
eMail   toms_ taxidermy@msn.com

Family Fishing & Camping

Rt. 50 Between Bridgeport & Grafton
304-265-1000 Rt. 2 Box 290 Grafton, WV 26354

OPEN
7 Days A Week

Catfish - Bass - Trout - Bluegill
Camping Daily or Year Round

~ We Now Have Hybrid Striped Bass ~
Cabin & Camper

Rentals

4 Ponds

FLINTLOCK'S
Sporting Goods

Guns • Ammo • Knives • Kids Camo
Berkley Power Bait • Casto Flies
Super Dupers • Trout Magnets

WV Gifts                        Live Plants

Kingwood Plaza
Kingwood, WV

304-329-2377

OVER 400 GUNS IN STOCK

• Muzzleloaders • Parker Bows
• Archery Supplies
• Used Bows
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This 6 point was shot by Mike 
Mueller .  Photo courtesy of Ridge Run-
ner Productions in Wood County.

 of deer in regions of the state that 
are considered to be over-populated, 
according to their White-Tailed 
Deer Operational Plan.
   In this hunterʼs opinion, it is plain 
to see that the real reason the num-
ber of deer harvested statewide is 
decreasing  is that we do not have 
the deer.  The reason we do not have 
the deer is that people are killing 
too many, along with some of the 
reasons that the DNR states.  Even 
with this year s̓ “reduced” bag limit, 
a hunter could kill approximately 
eight deer.  With this early season 
antlerless hunt coinciding with the 
buck season, a lot of young bucks 
and button bucks are getting shot 
because they are being mistaken 
for antlerless deer.  Therefore, at the 
current rate, the stateʼs deer popu-
lation could very well be down to 
nothing in just a number of years. 
   It is apparent to this hunter that 
we need to go back to separating 
antlerless and antlered hunting sea-
son, as well as reduce the amount of 
antlerless deer a hunter may harvest.  
Antlerless season might even be 
suspended for a year or two, in or-
der to give the population a chance 
to rebuild in some areas; however, 
it has been apparent to me that the 

chances for separating antlerless 
and antlered season during the first 
two-weeks of hunting season are not 
very good, according to a DNR of-
ficer.  One of the main reasons is the 
revenue the state collects from out-
of-state hunters who come to West 
Virginia to hunt.  The main reason 
the state runs these seasons together 
is that if an out-of-state hunter  does 
not kill a buck at first,  he can at least 
kill a doe before having to leave.  
As long as the out-of-state hunter is 
able to obtain meat for his freezer, 
that hunter will continue to return to 
West Virginia to hunt, which means 
more money for the state.
   Another reason, according to the 
DNR preliminary data for the 2005 
season, is that deer populations ex-
ceeded management objectives in 
seven counties.  
   According to Frank Jezioro, the 
director of the Division of Natural 
Resources, the stateʼs deer man-
agement program is designed to be 
responsive to the changing popula-
tion conditions and can be adjusted 
annually to regulate the number of 
deer harvested.  Henceforth, the  
Brown Itʼs Down” season will re-
main in effect until the DNR feels 
that the state has the proper number  

of deer.
Editors Note:  High gasoline prices 
may also have had an adverse ef-
fect on hunting hours last season.



Twin Lakes Camper Sales

12,000 Lb. Hitches
As Low As $99

Rt. 33 East of Weston
Turn Left  Exit 99 - I-79

WESTON,WV      304-269-3357

New Campers In Stock

Sandpiper
Wildwood
Rockwood

Century
Toppers

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road
Buckhannon, WV

(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)
Gasoline

Diesel
Kerosene

WV Lottery & Powerball

Gas

Fishing Supplies
    Knives - Novelty Items

M-S 6am-12pm   Sun 8am-10pm
          304-472-5132

Live
Bait
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Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19  Walkersville, WV

Camp Sites - Full Hook-Ups
Chalets - Call For Reservations

Easy Access to Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lake

304-452-8870
AMMO
LIVE BAIT
GAME CHECKING
FISHING SUPPLIES
BLACKPOWDER SUPPLIES

6am to 10pm M-Thur
6am to 11pm Sat
9am to 10pm Sun

Gas
Eat-In or Carry Out Food - Pizza

Hoagies-Subs-Burgers-Beverages - More
eMail:  trilakesbp@yahoo.com

304-452-8870304-452-8870

An unusual big head carp was 
caught at the Hannibal Dam.  Pho-
to courtesy of J & R Sporting Goods in 
Shinnston.

FEDERAL VALLEY
PHEASANT FARM
16171 E. KASLER CR. ROAD

Amesville, Ohio 45711
HUNTING PRESERVE

Season Open
Sept. 1

For Questions and
Reservations

Call: 740-448-6747
Gene and Roseanna Hines

Keeping Game Birds Healthy
By Ralph Russell    We hear through the news media 

about Avian Influenza (AI),  or 
“bird flu “, and how it is spreading 
throughout the world.  AI spreads 
quickly from bird-to-bird contact, 
and migratory birds can spread the 
contagious disease over hundreds 
of miles as they travel.  There is not 
much a bird farmer can do about mi-
gratory birds, but you can try to keep 
your birds away from other birds, 
such as other bird farmerʼs flocks.  
Be sure to have any new birds tested 
for Avian influenza before adding 
them to your flock.  
   It is a law in the State of West 
Virginia that all birds imported into 
the state must have an official health 
certificate, signed by a licensed 
veterinarian in the state from which 
they came.  Also, a wildlife impor-

tation permit, from the Division of 
Natural Resources, is required be-
fore birds or eggs are to be shipped.   
If importing eggs or game birds, a 
National Poultry Improvement  Plan 
certificate and an Avian influenza 
(AI) health certificate must also ac-
company this form.  
   Whom do you contact if you 
have sick birds in your flock, and 
they start dying? The main person 
you need to talk to is the state vet, 
Dr. Bill Casto, who can be reached 
through the Department of Agricul-
ture, in Charleston, W. Va, or at the 
WVDA Poultry Health laboratory in 
Moorefield, W. Va.  After you have 
contacted him, he will usually come 
to your location and take samples of 
your birds for testing.  The samples 
will be tested for Avian influenza 
and Exotic Newcastle disease at the 
WVDA Animal Health Diagnostic 
laboratory in Charleston, or at the 
laboratory in Moorefield.
   In most cases, it takes from a few 
days to a week or more to get the re-
sults back.  After you have obtained 
the test results and the state vet has 

determined your birds do not have 
anything contagious, that will be 
about all the help you get.  
   You will then need to find a game 
bird vet or a laboratory that special-
izes in game birds.  It has been my 
experience that finding a game bird 
vet in West Virginia is difficult, al-
though most vets will look at your 
birds and take your case.  Finding 
the cause of your birds being sick 
can result in a lot of time and mon-
ey; therefore,  the faster you can get 
your birds well, the better off you 

continue to the next page



Are you passionate 
about Hunting & Fishing?

Turn your passion into a Part-TIme business
or Full-Time home based business.

For Information Call:
Call Alan Shreves at 

(304) 669-1234
On The Internet At:

www.huntn.biz/4044

THIS DOG CAN HUNT.™

See us for all your
Mad Dog Gear® hunting needs.

www.maddoggear.com

DEALER LOGO
AND TEXT HERE.
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Growler Jacket - Weatherproof/
Breathable. Extremely quiet 
outershell that is lightweight
Elastic cuff & bottom hem.

Streets Ace Hardware
Route 7

MASONTOWN, WV
304-864-5231

HUNTING - FISHING - HARDWARE
GROCERIES - LUMBER

 will be.  The best place to find help 
is at a laboratory that specializes in 
game birds.  The State of West Vir-
ginia has a poultry laboratory that 
can diagnosis your game birds, but 
they donʼt specialize in them.
   Probably one of the best game 
bird laboratories in the country is 
at Penn State University.  If you 
want to get quick results, this is the 
laboratory you need to use.  The 
person you need to contact is Dr. 
Eva Wallner-Pendleton, and she can 
be reached at Penn State by calling 
(8l4) 863-0837 and asking for the 
Animal Diagnostic Lab.
   I have sent samples to this labora-
tory and received the results the next 
day. They also advised me of what 
medicines I should use to treat the 
birds.  This lab will give you quick 
results at a low cost, with the highest 
cost being in shipping the samples 
by overnight express.  I hope this 
information will help you keep 
healthy game birds and get your sick 
birds better.  
   White Oak Game Farm, Ellamore, 
W. Va.    

Kevin Taber (left) harvested this 
Pope and Young archery bear in 
Quebec with Team Buckhorn.  Pho-
to courtesy of Team Buckhorn in Princ-
eton.

www.wvasportsman.net
Now On The Internet

Alyssa George, from Walker, 
caught this trout at Seneca Rocks.

Taylor Foley caught a 29” carp.  
Photo courtesy of Richmond s̓ Store in 
Sandstone.
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payments will be $99. Paying only this amount will not pay off the purchase during this period. Thereafter, the regular Minimum Monthly
Payment and either the Standard Rate 17.9%APR or Default Rate 21.9% APR apply. Minimum Finance Charge $2.00. Certain rules apply
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QuadFair 2006 is the perfect time to get that
Suzuki ATV you have had your eye on! Come
down to your Suzuki dealer and check out
their award-winning line of Sports Utility ATVs!  
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GET A
FREE
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PAWN
JIMʼS GUN SHOP

RT #6 BOX 248
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-1037
FISHING TACKLE  CAMPING SUPPLIES

ARCHERY  TRAPPING SUPPLIES

Largemouth Bass Stocked In Woodrum Lake
    The Division of Natural Resourc-
es stocked more than 5,000 large-
mouth bass fingerlings into Woo-
drum Lake during the last week 
of July, according to Bret Preston, 
Assistant Chief of the Wildlife 
Resources Section. The bass that 
Woodrum Lake received ranged in 
size from two to six inches.
 The Jackson County lake was 
drained completely in 2005 as the 
result of damage done to a lower 
gate during a routine inspection. 
During the following winter the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture re-
paired the gate and the lake began 
to fill in late March. It currently 
needs about four additional feet of 
water to be completely full.
  “So far this year Woodrum has re-
ceived bluegill, fat head minnows 
and largemouth bass,” Preston 
said. “Other species that will be in-
troduced include muskie and chan-
nel catfish, which may be stocked 
this fall.”
  While the lake was dry the DNR, 

with assistance from Muskies Inc. 
and B.A.S.S. members, took sever-
al steps to jump-start the develop-
ing fishery. “Last fall, approximate-
ly 6,000 pounds of winter wheat 
seed, purchased by the NRCS, was 
planted along several sites within 
the dry lakebed,” Preston said. 
“During March, aquatic vegetation 
was also planted.”
 Hundreds of soft stem bulrush, 
sago pondweed, and arrowhead 
plants were introduce in two areas. 

To minimize loss of the develop-
ing plants, fences were constructed 
around the planted areas. “These 
sites are located in two upper areas 
of Woodrum Lake and it is hoped 
that these plants will supply seed 
sources for other areas within the 
lake. Anglers should note that be-
cause of the low water, only small 
boats can be launched at the boat 
ramp. Woodrum Lake is located in 
southern Jackson County approxi-
mately five miles east of Kenna.

Send In Your Big 
Fish Photos For 

2006.
Details & Form Are 

On Page 18 Of 
This Issue
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WHEELER’S SPORTS
Elkins, WV - (304) 636-3430

Looking For Hard To Find Guns & Ammo?
Come To Wheelers! Area s̓ Largest Stock

Of Guns & Ammo

Large Selection Of Thompsonʼs Center Arms Encore
Rifles, Muzzleloaders & Pistols

Over 200
Extra Barrels

In Stock

State Record 
Bowfin Caught
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  A state record bowfin was caught 
by Matt Stender of Barboursville, 
according to Frank Jezioro, Direc-
tor of the Division of Natural Re-
sources. Stender caught the 28.43-
inch, 9-pound, 4-ounce fish from 
the backwater areas of the Ohio at 
Green Bottom Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Cabell County on 
July 5, 2006 using fresh shad for 
bait. Stenderʼs catch establishes 
a new West Virginia record for 
weight. The previous weight record 
for bowfin was a 7.66-pound fish 
caught by Carl A. Jaegar, III from a 
pond in Berkeley County. The pre-
vious length record of 32.25 inches 
caught by Donald E. Newcomb, 
III still stands as the West Virginia 
bowfin length record.
  “The backwater areas of the Ohio 

at Green Bottom, major embay-
ments, and major tributaries of the 
Ohio are all good spots to try for 
bowfin during the late spring and 
summer,” according to Jeff Hans-
barger, Assistant District Fisheries 
Biologist.
 Anglers who believe that they 

have caught a state record fish 
should check the record listing in 
the 2006 Fishing Regulations bro-
chure. The brochure also outlines 
the procedure to follow for report-
ing their catch. This information 
is also available online at www.
wvdnr.gov.
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Gold Tip Carbon 

Aluminum 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-592-1302
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

BIG BUCK CONTEST

�������������
����������������������

����������������������������
Full Selection Of Hunting Accessories

We Book Hunts
Spring Black Bear-Deer-Elk-Caribou

All Forms Of

TAXIDERMYOff Of 460  Halls Ridge Road
1/4 Mile East Of WalMart

PRINCETON, WV
304-431-2825

TROPHY HUNTS
Texas - Nebraska - Wyoming - Canada
Very High Success Rate

www.goldenruleoutfitters.com

������������
Hunt Now Pay Later

Major Credit Cards Accepted

A 24 pound flathead catfish was 
caught by Josh Murray.  Photo 
courtesy of Starcher s̓ Sport Shop in 
Lubeck.

Steve House, from Elkins, caught 
a 6 pound, 2 oz. largemouth bass.

Deer - Exotics - Bear - Moose - Elk
Turkey - Hogs - Antelope - Varmints
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Very High Success Rate

www.goldenruleoutfitters.com

������������
Hunt Now Pay Later

Major Credit Cards Accepted

A 24 pound flathead catfish was 
caught by Josh Murray.  Photo 
courtesy of Starcher s̓ Sport Shop in 
Lubeck.

Steve House, from Elkins, caught 
a 6 pound, 2 oz. largemouth bass.

Deer - Exotics - Bear - Moose - Elk
Turkey - Hogs - Antelope - Varmints

New 
Ross Bows

WHEELER’S SPORTS
Elkins, WV - (304) 636-3430

Looking For Hard To Find Guns & Ammo?
Come To Wheelers! Area s̓ Largest Stock

Of Guns & Ammo

Large Selection Of Thompsonʼs Center Arms Encore
Rifles, Muzzleloaders & Pistols

Over 200
Extra Barrels

In Stock

Over
1,200 Guns

In Stock

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS
Gold Tip Carbon 

Aluminum 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-592-1302
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

BIG BUCK CONTEST
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A West Virginia state record long-
nose gar was caught by Mr. Shelby 
Searls of Henderson , according to 
the Division of Natural Resources. 
Searls caught the 52.25-inch, 16.42-
pound fish from the Kanawha Riv-
er in Mason County on August 20, 
2006 , using a creek chub for bait. 
Searls  ̓catch establishes a new West 
Virginia record for length. The pre-
vious length record for longnose 
gar was a 50.63-inch fish caught 
by Brian Klug from Fish Creek in 
2003. The current weight record 
for longnose gar still stands at 
19.08-pounds (50.5-inch), caught 
by Michael Shan Casey. Caseyʼs 
fish was caught in 1993, also from 

the Kanawha River .
  “Most large waterbodies in the 
state contain longnose gar popu-
lations. The Kanawha, the Ohio 
and the backwater areas associated 
with these large rivers are great 
places to start when attempting 
to catch a large gar,” according to 
Zack Brown , District Fisheries Bi-
ologist.
 Anglers who believe that they 

have caught a state record fish 
should check the record listing in 
the 2006 Fishing Regulations bro-
chure. The brochure also outlines 
the procedure to follow for report-
ing their catch. This information 
is also available online at www.
wvdnr.gov.

State Record Gar

New state record gar caught by 
Shelby Searls of Henderson.

Bud and Alex Kocher, from Belpre, 
Ohio, had recent success with two 
nice black bear taken in Ontario.



Hillbilly Haven Log Cabin Rentals

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
304-269-3459 or 1-866-652-3379 

email: info@hillbillyhavenwv.com
website: www.hillbillyhavenwv.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interstate 79, Exit 91,

one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit website for rates, additional

information and policies.  A 50% deposit is
required for reservations.  Credit cards are
accepted.  Call for rates starting at $75.00

Situated on 47 wooded acres one minute off I-79 Exit 91 and two
minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

•  Newly built cabins are exceptionally clean
   and beautifully decorated to be your home
   away from home
•  Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
   safe environment
•  Standard cabin sleep four comfortably 
   with full bed and two twin beds
•  Deluxe cabins sleep six comfortably with
   queen bed and two full beds, whirlpool
   tub, dishwasher, washer and dryer
•  Satellite TV and VCR with movie 
   collection
•  Fully equipped kitchen with dishes, pots
   and pans, refrigerator, microwave, toaster
  and coffee maker

•  Gas log fireplace and air conditioner
•  Full bath with shower
• All linens and many other amenities 
  provided
•  Picnic table, fire ring and gas grill outside
•  Stocked pond, playground & horseshoe pit
•  Open 365 days a year 
•  Convenience store onsite
•  Stonewall Resort,  Arnold Palmer
   Signature Golf Course, and
   Stonewall Jackson Lake & water recreation
   two minutes away.

22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV 
26201

(304) 472-4100

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

17 Years Experience

304-473-0752

New Location
Hall Run Rd.

Buckhannon, WV
 Accepting Major Credit Cards

Full Time/Award Winning  Master 
Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap

Canadian Wilderness
Fly-In Fishing

Barrington 
Wilderness Camp
• Modern Cottages

For Booking
And Information

304-682-4093

Trophy Pike - Walleye
The Only Camp With 
Access To 14 Lakes
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7 Cabins 

Tom Berga landed a nice walleye 
and a steelhead at Lake Erie.  Photo 
courtesy of Backwater Bait in Newport, 
Ohio.

A huge 43.6 pound flathead was 
caught in the Kanawha River by 
Steve Boswell. Photo courtesy of 
Amish Country Store in Marmet.

Steve and Aaron Dickens have a 12 
3/4 pound catfish..  Photo courtesy of 
Three Rivers Edge in Hinton.

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman



Middle Mountain Sporting Goods 
On The 5 Lane  ELKINS, WV

304-636-5569  

Ammo
Fishing Supplies

Live Bait - Year Round
Black Powder Supplies

Bow Tuning On All Models
Full Line Of Outdoor Clothing

Custom Strings & Arrows Including Gold Tips

9-9 MON - SAT
12-6 SUN

Major Credit Cards AcceptedNOW SELLING GUNS

Gun Pawn

DOG SUPPLIES

Fishing Supplies - Largest Live Bait Store In Area

Sexton
Brothers
Dog FoodWILDLIFE TRACKING SYSTEMS

Archery 
Equipment

Martin Bows & Accessories

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane  Exchange

 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM
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Johnny’s
Outdoor World

Tournament Tackle For
Bass Fishermen

• Senkos • Zoom • Bandit
• Bomber • Rods & Reels

Just North Of Vienna
Rt. 14 North
BOAZ, WV

304-375-2070

Advertise in the 

W. Va. Sportsman 
Place Your 
Ad NOW.

Details Are On Page 3

St. Croix Rods

DEER PROCESSING

FISH          TACKLE
HESS Live Bait and Tackle

Minnows - Nightcrawlers - Wax Worms

Local Area Gifts • Maps • Patches • Apparel
Freshwater Fishing Supplies - Marine Electronics

Senko - Case Plastics - Spike-It - Bandit - Jumbo Bait
Bass Pro Brand Products - Gift Cards 

 135 Rods • 50 Reels • Berkley Baits • Mustad Hooks
Open 7 Days  Mon. to Fri. 8AM to 8PM  Sat. 6AM to 8PM   Sun. 6AM to 4PM

Located On Rt. 16 
South Of Ellenboro, WV

304-869-3311
  www.hessfishandtackle.com   Lake Conditions

AND

HUGE SELECTION NEAR NORTH BEND LAKE

Two speckled sea trout were caught 
by Tom Berga.  Photo courtesy of Back-
water Bait in Newport, Ohio

A 20 pound flathead was reeled in 
by Josh Murray.  Photo courtesy of 
Starcher s̓ Sports Shop in Lubeck.

Clarence Richardson  took this 
spring bear in Quebec. Photo cour-
tesy of Team Buckhorn in Princeton.

Enjoy West Virginia - Take A Trip To Numerous Locations in 2006

www.wvasportsman.net
Now On The Internet



The Source For....
---- Log Homes
---- Log Siding
---- 2 x 6 T & G Spruce
---- 1 x 6 T & G White Pine
---- Log Screws & PVC Foam Tape
---- 6 x 6 White Pine Posts & Beams
---- 3 x 6 White Pine Floor Joists Ceiling Joists & Rafters

A return to nature's beauty at Low, Low Cost
All logs are cut and processed in Ireland, West Virginia

Mill Direct Prices
Free Delivery
Custom Kits

Call or Write for our Catalog
Builder Inquiries Welcomed
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100% Owned, Operated And
Manufactured In West Virginia

49 Big Run Road - Ireland, WV 26376
Phone: 304-452-8228 • 800-553-3006  Fax 304-452-8113

www.mountainstateloghomes.com

MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES

NEED YOUR LOG OR WOOD STRUCTURE CLEANED?
Ask Us About Our Wood Cleaning Services

304-452-8228
800-553-3006

Call For
Details:

  •Corn Cob Blasting  • Chinking 
 • Wood Preservation Application

A wild boar was bagged at the Big 
Hawks Lodge in Know City, Tex-
as by C.J. Lester.  Photo courtesy of 
Mountain State Machine and Gun in La-
valette.

Mike Murray trapped a 38 pound 
beaver.  Photo courtesy of Crossroads 
General Store near Newark.

A 10 pound hybrid striped bass was 
landed by Justin Beeler.  Photo cour-
tesy of Shaffer's Sports Shop in Lubeck.

New Location
Coming Soon To 

Jane Lew, WV



THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MARTIN • REFLEX • BOWTECH

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

“Home of The World Champions”

304-622-8440 Open 5PM to 9PM M-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

THIS DOG CAN HUNT.™

See us for all your
Mad Dog Gear® hunting needs.

www.maddoggear.com

DEALER LOGO
AND TEXT HERE.Fleece Shirt

$32.95

Jerry’s Sporting Goods
Near Stonecoal Lake

Georgetown Road
Horner, WV

304-452-8227
Guns - Ammo - Live Bait - Archery - Indoor Gun & Archery Ranges

  I’d always considered myself a 
fair to middling’ fisherman.  I’d 
usually either hold my own or catch 
the most.  Then, I went fishing with 
Clarence!  
    Clarence had been a tournament 
fisherman a few years back and 
he had done pretty well.  He had a 
beautiful Ranger bass boat, as good 
as they come.  It was stocked with 
what I called Wal-Mart’s fishing 
section.  A worm, a grub, a tube 
of every length, color  and brand.  
I was astounded at the variety of 
baits that could be housed in this 
futuristic aquatic transportation.  
225 horses propelled this grand 
machine with a console  that rivaled 

Fishing With Clarence
By J. R. Sarrett

Two nice hybrid striped bass were 
caught by Bob Caudill from Princ-
eton.

the Enterprise.  I was used to my 
modest little Bass Tracker that had 
been a trusty but humble friend 
over the years so this ride at what 
felt like Mach 1 on the Kanawha 
River was eye opening!
   I thought to myself, “All this 
gear must be compensating for 
something.  Maybe it’s the inability 

to catch fish!”  It had been a while 
since I’d fished the Kanawha but 
from my memory, which tends to 
embellish when it turns to fishing, 
I had done pretty well.  Smallies, 
my favorite, spots, largemouth and 
occasionally a striper had visited my 

continue to the next page
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WVʼS Oldest TRACKER MARINE Dealer
Is Now A New RANGER BOAT Dealer

MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North

Sutton,wv
Phone:  (304) 765-7325   (800) 640-7329
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 my little Bass Tracker to be returned 
no worse for the wear.  I thought, 
“Maybe I can teach this “TV fish-
erman” a thing or two about this 
game!”
   We started the day early right in 
the middle of Charleston which in 
my way of thinking is some of the 
best fishing on the river.  I tied on my 
favorite grub for smallies and Clar-
ence started with a tube so big that 
it resembled a shredded inner tube.  
I thought, “Well, it looks like I may 
have been right.  No self-respecting 
smallmouth bass would ever con-
sider eating that wad of plastic!”  
  One of the worst tasting substances 
on the face of the Earth is Crow!  
And I ate a lot of it that day.  The 
man was a magician with a rod 
and reel.  He caught bass, all three 
species on baits that I would have 
never used for carp.  When we ex-
perienced a short lull in the action, 
he slid a chunk of plastic on his hook 
that looked like a wad of bad bubble 
gum that had been stuck under the 
table for a year.  I thought, “This is 
it!  Heʼs finally cracked!”  This un-
holy conglomeration was cast next 
to a willow that I had been pound-
ing with my grubs and “Wham” 
here he comes with a good keeper 
largemouth! 
 The only dish that goes with crow 

Danny Frazier hooked a 5 pound, 2 
oz. smallmoouth bass.  Photo cour-
tesy of Three River s̓ Edge in Hinton.

Young Patrick Gordon caught his 
1st catfish.  Photo courtesy of Jarrett s̓ 
Bait in Elizabeth.

is humble pie and on that day I 
overate!  Still, it was one of the best 
days I had ever had on the water.  
You see, Clarence is probably the 
biggest-hearted guy Iʼve ever fished 
with.  He is a big man, one that you 
wouldnʼt want to make angry, but 

his personality spells “Teddy Bear”.  
There isnʼt a selfish bone in his body 
and would probably give you his 
shirt if you asked him.  
   I have several  good tales of my 
other adventures with Clarence not 
to mention his Boone county jokes, 
where I hail from and kind of proud 

continue to the next page

Suzuki
Honda

Yamaha 
ATVʼs



KILE'S GROCERY TROUT
FISHING

SUPPLIESGUNS - AMMO - CLOTHING
FISHING TACKLE - GROCERIES

Located on Rt. 220
UPPER TRACT, WV

304-358-7321
"Get ready for
fall hunting &
trout season"

T&T Gun Shop

472-AMMO

Jolynne Addition
(off the Tallmansville Road)
Buckhannon, WV
Guns • Ammo •Accessories

TURKEY  HUNTING SUPPLIES
4-8  Tu&Th

12-6 Sat
ON THE 5 - LANE

ELKINS, WV

• Bow Repair
• 70  ̓Practice Range

• Complete Archery Shop
• Custom Made Arrows & Repair

• Fishing/Trapping Supplies - Live Bait

304-636-9001

Whose Got Your Next Bow?
HUNTERʼS HAVEN

NOW STOCKING HOYT
BOWTECH
PARKER
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• 18 Fully Equipped Log Cabins
• 2 Motels - Indoor Heated Pool
• Log Cabins With Fireplace
• Horseback Ride To Senaca Rocks
• Indian Village With Tee Pees
• General Store With Food & More
• Campgrounds With Hook-Ups
• Restaurant - Great Meals

800-772-8342
304-567-2352

Seneca Rocks, WV
http:/wvoutdoors.com/yokums

 of it.  Clarence is an ex-coal miner 
from McDowell County so the barbs 
fly from one end of the boat to the 
other.  Good-natured kidding is a 
prerequisite for fishing with Clar-
ence so one must be ready for a lot 
of laughing as well as a good time 
with the fishing.
   Clarence once told me after I 
refused to unpack one of his nice 
rain ponchos during a downpour 
that he had known chickens smarter 
than me.  I laughed so hard that the 
rain didnʼt even matter.  Anyway, 
those darn ponchos are harder than 
road maps to get folded back right.  
Maybe he does know some smart 
chickens!

Amos Hicks hooked a nice small-
mouth.  Photo courtesy of Richmond s̓ 
Store in Sandstone.

 West Virginiaʼs 2006-07 water-
fowl seasons will begin Septem-
ber 1 with the opening of the early 
Canada goose season, according to 
Curtis I. Taylor, Chief of the Divi-
sion of Natural Resources  ̓Wildlife 
Resources Section.
   The 2006 September Canada 
goose season will be open state-
wide September 1 through Septem-
ber 16. The daily bag limit is five 
Canada geese and the possession 
limit is 10. Shooting hours are 1/2 
hour before sunrise until sunset. All 
other general waterfowl hunting 
regulations apply to the Septem-
ber season. Hunters must possess 
a federal waterfowl stamp and a 
free Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) registration card in addition 
to their regular hunting license.
   “Canada goose populations re-
main high and production was 
good this year so plenty of birds 

Goose Season Open

continue to the next page
Audrey Neff, from Mt. Nebo, 
caught a 19ʼ” catfish.



THIS DOG CAN HUNT.™

See us for all your
Mad Dog Gear® hunting needs.

www.maddoggear.com

DEALER LOGO
AND TEXT HERE.

Growler Jacket
Weatherproof/Breathable
Elastic Cuffs & Bottom

Sports Unlimited
Great Value Plaza

FRANKLIN, WV
304-358-3265

HUNTING - FISHING 
CLOTHING - TROUT FLIES

should be available,” Taylor ad-
vised. “However, even with large 
numbers of geese, hunting can be 
difficult. Canada geese are very 
wary and will quickly change 
their habits and feeding areas in 
response to hunting pressure 
or crop harvesting. Successful 
hunters scout regularly, main-
tain good relations with numerous 
landowners and adjust their tac-
tics.”
   Finally, waterfowl hunters are re-
minded of two important toll free 
numbers. Federal waterfowl stamps 
may be purchased with a credit 
card by calling 1-800-Stamp24 
(782-6724). Hunters who harvest 
a banded bird may call 1-800-327-
Band (2263) to report the bird and 
find out when and where it was 
banded. Banded birds may also be 
reported online at www.pwrc.usgs.
gov (select bird banding lab)

An Ohio River 30 pound flathead 
was landed by John Murray.  Photo 
courtesy of Starcher s̓ Sport Shop in Lu-
beck.

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman
Details on page 3
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 Young hunters will have two op-
portunities to get an early start on 
the fall hunting seasons in West 
Virginia this September. West 
Virginiaʼs youth waterfowl hunt 
has been set for Saturday, Septem-
ber 23, 2006, and the youth squir-
rel hunt is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 30, 2006, according to 
Curtis I. Taylor, Chief of the Divi-
sion of Natural Resources  ̓Wildlife 
Resources Section.
 “These special youth hunts pro-
vide an excellent opportunity to in-
troduce youngsters to the hunting 
heritage of West Virginians,” said 
Taylor. “The mild days of early fall 
are a great time to be afield with 
young hunters and to pass on to 

Youth Waterfowl & Squirrel Hunts

A 25 3/4” trout was caught by Jeff 
Kelly.  Photo courtesy of Christy s̓ Trad-
ing Post in Mt. Nebo.

them the traditions of safe hunting 
and wildlife conservation.”
   Youth squirrel hunters must be 
less than 15 years of age on the day 
of the hunt. Youth hunters do not 

continue to the next page



West Virginia
Hunting Properties

Wooded Hunting Land
FOR SALE
For Info Call:
330-359-5210

www.wvhuntingland.com
62 Acres - 3BR Home

$89,000

❋ RV & CAMPER RENTALS ❋
KANAWHA VALLEY RV
3230 PENNSYLVANIA AV.

CHARLESTON, WV
304-546 -8975

www.KVRVrentals.com

Motor Homes & Travel Trailers
    Camping Trips
  Family Vacations
Make Your Reservation TODAY

RV Sales of Crossroads RV - Zingers - Sunset Trails
Livin Lite All Aluminum Pop-Ups

www.kanawhavalleyrv.com

need hunting licenses; however, 
they must be accompanied by a 
licensed adult 21 years of age or 
older. The supervising adult may 
not hunt or carry a firearm or bow 
and must remain near enough to 
the youth to render advice and as-
sistance. The daily bag limit for the 
squirrel hunt is the same as during 
the regular season (six).
   Youth who are less than 16 years 
of age on September 23, 2006 may 
participate in the youth waterfowl 
hunt. Youth hunters, age 14 and 
under, are not required to have a 
hunting license. Those who have 
reached their 15th birthday must 
possess a valid state hunting license 
(A, XJ, XXJ or A-L) and HIP regis-
tration card, or be a qualified resi-
dent landowner. The youth must be 
accompanied by a licensed adult at 
least 21 years of age. Landowners 
over 15 years of age are required to 
carry a valid federal duck stamp.
   For additional information, hunt-
ers should check the 2006-2007 
West Virginia Hunting and Trap-
ping Regulations and the 2006-
2007 Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations. These publications 
are available at all license agents, 
DNR offices and the DNRʼs Web 
site at www.wvdnr.gov .
   These youth hunts have been very 
successful over the past years.

THIS DOG CAN HUNT.™

See us for all your
Mad Dog Gear® hunting needs.

www.maddoggear.com

DEALER LOGO
AND TEXT HERE.

Growler Pants
Rain Jacket

Weatherproof/Breathable

Carpenter’s General Store
Route 119

Spencer, WV
304-927-6024

Hunting • Fishing • Convenience
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Ron Midkiff bagged a coyote.  Pho-
to courtesy of Justin s̓ Hunting & Fishing 
in Huntington.

Danny VanMeter caught a 7 pound, 
6 oz. rainbow.  Photo courtesy of Kile s̓ 
Grocery in Upper Tract.
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Cardinal • Blackbird • Eggs • Feather • Drake • Nest • Swallow 

Eagle • Pintail • Mallard • Falcon • Osprey • Migratory • Duck

Loon • Woodcock • Bluejay • Hawk • Crow • Buzzard • Tree

Swan • Beak • Raven • Turkey • Gobble • Caw • Starling • Finch

 Wren • Grouse • Hummingbird • Rail • Vulture • Song • Goose
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It's Always
Hunting Season
✫✫✫ At ✫✫✫

DALE RAY
HUNTING PRESERVE

 WILD BOAR 
     Exotic Sheep • Goats
   Sika Deer • Fallow Deer
 

Whitetail Hunts In 
Season With Bow Or Gun

Tom Belville
2228 Co Rd 66

Proctorville, OH
45669

(740) 886-7060

Large Fish Pictures Wanted

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_______________

Fish______________________ Pound______ Oz____

Clip Out

Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for large fish
 pictures caught in  2006.

E-mail  wvsport.@wirefire.com

Reese's
Country 

Store

GAS
FOOD
AMMO

HUNTING SUPPLIES
GAME CHECKING
MUSKY PLUGS

Breakfast - Lunch - Deli Items

Just Off U.S. Rt. 50
Near Mountwood Park

Deerwalk, WV

304-679-3502
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THIS DOG CAN HUNT.™

See us for all your
Mad Dog Gear® hunting needs.

www.maddoggear.com

DEALER LOGO
AND TEXT HERE.

Hunting
Fishing

Groceries
Game Check
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HOLBERT’S STORE
Rt. 5

Big Bend, WV
304-354-6476

SPORTING 
GOODS

LIVE BAIT
• MINNOWS - WORMS - MORE
• RODS & REELS - TACKLE
    BASS - CATFISH - TROUT
• PAINTBALL SUPPLIES
• CAMPING EQUIPMENT
• SPORTING GOODS
• HUNTING SUPPLIES

304-872-4141
8AM TO 8PM MON-SAT.

1PM TO 6PM SUN

JOHNSON’S

3003 WEBSTER RD.
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

Now Selling Guns

WHITE OAK FARM
ELLAMORE, WV

(304) 472-6207

N.T.I.P. Approved

GAME BIRDS FOR SALE

• RING-NECKED  
   PHEASANTS
• CHUKARS
• QUAIL

Growler Pants
Waterproof/Breathable

$49.99

 As fall colors begin peeking 
through the lush green of summer, 
West Virginia State Parks offers 
late summer travel discounts in 
cabins and cottages, according to 
Group Sales Coordinator Sis Sum-
mers. 
 Seventeen state parks and forests 
offer discounts ranging from 10 
percent to 40 percent off standard 
nightly rentals depending upon the 
area for mid-week rentals from 
September 5-30, 2006.  The dis-
count amounts vary by park.
 This special is only available at 
Beech Fork, Blackwater Falls, 
Bluestone, Cacapon Resort, Ca-
naan Valley Resort, Cass Scenic 
Rail Road, Holly River, Lost River, 

Late Summer 
Cabin Discounts

North Bend, Pipestem Resort, Twin 
Falls Resort, Tygart Lake and Wa-
toga state parks and Cabwaylingo, 
Greenbrier, Kumbrabow and Sen-
eca state forests when requesting 
the mid-week special.
 A minimum two-day rental is re-
quired and reservations are rec-
ommended.  Discounts at specific 

parks or forests are posted online 
at  www.wvstateparks.com, click 
on Packages/Cabin Discounts for 
details or call 1-800-CALL WVA 
and ask for the participating area 
and discount details. For other state 
park and forest discounts and pack-
ages go online at  www.wvstate-
parks.com.

A backwater Ohio River 4 pound, 
5 oz. largemouth was reeled in by 
Keith Davis, from Parkersburg.



and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing

Supplies

304-269-6097

Call For Our Summer
Schedule Of Events

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

• A/C
• TV - VCR
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-269-5813

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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Log Homes 

Please visit our Regional Sales Office and Model Home located on US19, 3 miles north of 
Summersville, WV.  Model Hours are 9am to 5pm, Monday—Saturday 

(304) 872-5299 

Timbers   T&G Paneling  2x6 Spruce decking 
Random Length Logs  Log Screws  Stains & Sealants 

Log Home Supplies 
Call Mountaineer Log Homes, Mill and Engineering for pricing 

(304) 438-5686 
Contractor Discounts will be applied with copy of Contractor License 

Specializing in Northern White Cedar 

wvsportsmansad
page 1 CyanMagentaYellowBlackCyanMagentaYellowBlack

Monday, March 13, 2006 12:22

www.mountaineerloghomeswv.

Now On The Internet  www.wvasportsman.net

Wade Huffman caught a 5 pound 
smallmouoth at Sandstone Falls.  
Photo courtesy of Richmond s̓ Store in 
Sandstone.

Tim Terry and Mike McGuire 
caught a 5 1/2 pound smallmouth 
and a 15 pound catfish.  Photo cour-
tesy of Granpa s̓ General Store in Hinton.



Multi-lane Pistol Range

Large Selection Of
Shotguns - Rifles - Ammo

Dart Indoor Video
• Archery 

• Laser Gun Range Huge Selection Of
Bows & Archery

Equipment
• Custom Made Arrows

10 - 20 or 30 Yard
Indoor Archery Range

Nearby Cabin Rentals
Fully Equipped Hunting & Fishing Store

Live Bait - Large Selection of Musky Lures
New Boots and Clothing Department

Located On Georgetown Road   Off US 33 East of Weston, WV  304-452-8227

OPEN
7 Days A Week
8AM to 10PM

Leagues Now Forming
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Jerryʼs Sporting Goods
• WV s̓ Newest Indoor Archery & Pistol Range

• DART System Video Archery & Laser Gun Range
Now Selling

Lakewood Cabins
Nearby Public Hunting & Fishing

Golf - Horse Riding - Mountain Bike

Boots By Redwing - Danner - Lacross
Second Chance Taxidermy

Located On Georgetown Road Near Jerryʼs
All Types of Game Animals - Fish - Waterfowl 

304- 269-5600

Low Prices On Bows

• Two Log & One Cedar 
  Sided Cabins
• Outside Barbecue Grills
• Furnished Kitchen
• Washer & Dryer
• Peaceful Wooded Area
• Located On 34 Acres
• Outside Fire Pit

Located Between Stonecoal Lake & Stonewall Jackson
Lake Resort Near Weston, WV

For More Info & Reservations:

304-269-2660 or 304-452-8227



888-CAMP-RV-1888-CAMP-RV-1
HUGE SELECTION OF RVs & BOATS IN STOCKHUGE SELECTION OF RVs & BOATS IN STOCK

Mid-Ohio Valley’s Largest Boat & RV Dealer

PONTOON BOATS

98 Starlite Drive, RT. 7 Marietta OH 45750

Authorized Dealer

WE’RE HERE TO GET YOU THEREWE’RE HERE TO GET YOU THERE

USED

BOATS

RVs

Rentals• Campers• Pop-Ups
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www.mariettarv.com
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A 2.61 pound white bass was reeled 
in by Nick Arthur.  Photo courtesy of 
Amish COuntry Store in MArmet..

A 15 pound carp was landed at  by 
Tyler Lucas.  Photo courtesy of Three 
Rivers Edge in Hinton.

Alyssa Flach caught a 6 pound rain-
bow trout.  Photo courtesy of Christy s̓ 
Trading Post in Mt. Nebo.

This Magazine Is Now On The Internet Each Month    www.wvasportsman.net



Hot Bluing • Creakote • Trigger Jobs • Muzzle Breaks 
 General Repair • Custom Guns Built • Full Machine Shop

 Obsolete Parts Made - 28 Years Experience
 Firearms & Bows Ordered 10% Over Cost

 Customers Needing Repairs -  Call For Shipping Instructions

MOUNTAINSTATE MACHINE & GUN
5173 Moore Rd. - Lavalette, WV  -  304-523-5455GUNSMITH

THIS DOG CAN HUNT.™

See us for all your
Mad Dog Gear® hunting needs.

www.maddoggear.com

DEALER LOGO
AND TEXT HERE.

Growler Jacket
Weatherproof/Breathable
Elastic Cuffs & Bottom

Drawstring Hood

TRADING POST
MacCorkle Ave.

MARMET, WV
304-949-5741

Hunting • Fishing • Clothing

 The September 1 st opening of 
mourning dove season marks the 
beginning of traditional fall hunt-
ing for many West Virginia hunt-
ers, according to Curtis Taylor, 
Chief of the Division of Natural 
Resources Wildlife Resources Sec-
tion. The 2006 season will open at 
12:00 noon on September 1 and 
the first of three segments will 
continue through October 7. The 
two remaining segments are Oc-
tober 23 through November 4 and 
December 18 through January 6, 
2007. Shooting hours, after the first 
day, are from one-half hour before 
sunrise until sunset. The daily bag 
limit is 12 with a possession limit 
of 24.
   “Mourning dove seasons are set 
to maximize hunting opportunity 
in relation to other hunting sea-
sons,” Taylor said. “The bulk of 
the season is in September when 

Mourning Dove 
Season Open

few other hunting seasons are open 
and the second and third segments 
target late crop harvests and the 
Christmas/New Year holiday pe-
riod respectively.”
   “A recently-harvested grain field 
with a dead snag for perching and a 
water source nearby is an ideal set-
ting for a good hunt,” according to 
Taylor. Scouting and obtaining per-
mission from landowners before 
opening day increases the odds of 
a successful hunt.

A 37 pound flathead was reeled in 
at Bluestone Lake.  Photo courtesy of 
Bluestone Marina on the lake.

continue to the next page

Bubby and Matt Stoddard are 
shown with a 6 pound, 4 oz. smal-
lie.  Photo courtesy of Three Rivers Edge 
in Hinton.
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WANTED: OLD FISHING LURES
MADE

BEFORE
1960

• FOR LARGE PERSONAL COLLECTION
Contact:   Galen “Grumpy” Ash

Rt. 2 Box 353   Salem, WV    26426

304-782-2324
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#2 Walnut St.
Belpre, Ohio
740-423-6541

Factory Authorized
Full Line Dealer

Aluminum Boats With Stretch Technology

2005 Sylvan Sport Troller 14’
Merc 9.9 4ST. Elect. Start

Trailer & Cover
$7,529

2005 Sylvan Explorer
Merc 9.9 El. 4ST

Trolling Mtr. - Trailer - Cover - Finder
$10,490

2005 Sylvan Avenger 17’
Merc 75 4St

Cover - Trailer - Finder - Trolling Mtr
$16,900

 Factory Warranty
To April 2007

$1,549

As Low As           9.9HP

1-877-HEY-DAVE

Yacht Club B169 Trailer
Adjustable To 16ʼ - Galvanized - 12” Tires

$659.00

15HP Kit (converts 9.9)
$307.50 Installed

 Federal regulations require all li-
censed dove hunters (including 
lifetime and senior citizens) to reg-
ister with the National Migratory 
Bird Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) and carry proof of registra-
tion while hunting. HIP registration 
is free and available from DNR of-
fices and all hunting license outlets. 
Hunters may not hunt migratory 
birds with a shotgun capable of 
holding more than three shells un-
less the shotgun is “plugged” with 
a one-piece filler which cannot be 
removed without disassembling 
the gun.
   Several hundred doves are banded 
with leg bands each year for moni-
toring and research. If you harvest 
a banded bird you can report it 
by calling1-800-327-band (2263) 
or online at  www.pwrc.usgs.gov 
(select bird banding lab). Hunters 
may keep the band and will receive 
a certificate of appreciation that in-
cludes the banding information for 
the bird.
 More complete information will 
be available in the 2006-2007 West 
Virginia Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations. The regulations will 
be available from DNR offices, li-
cense agents and the DNR website  
www.wvdnr.gov in late August.

The tailwaters at Summersville 
Dam were recently stocked with 
brood trout.  Ben Treadway caught 
a 7 pounder.  Photo courtesy of Chris-
ty s̓ Trading Post in Mt. Nebo.

Fall Fishing
By David Payne  Autumn is approaching. Soon, 

the leaves will be turning and the 
bucks will be preparing themselves 
for the rut and most West Virgin-
ians will be putting away their fish-
ing rods for the winter. 
  They donʼt know what theyʼre 
missing.
   Itʼs been a grueling summer and 
there is no reason to stop fish-
ing now because the best is yet to 
come. 
Autumn offers the same ideal wa-

ter temperatures that makes spring 
fishing so rewarding, but with vo-
raciously-eating fish that are fatten-
ing themselves for winter, not with 
fat stores drained by winter and 
spent by the rigors of the spawn. 
   Something as simple as a stream 
thermometer can give an angler a 
good idea of what to expect and 
what species to target as the wa-
ter cools. Smaller streams, such 

continue to the next page



3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Game Checking
Station

Located On Larkmead Rd
Parkersburg, WV    304-863-6962

Parker

BOONEʼS BOW SHOPBOONEʼS BOW SHOP
•Archery Shoots

•Leagues
•Group

Discounts

SAVE

Rt. 10
Huntington, WV

736-4276

Marine & Tackle Sales
4231 Hughes Branch Road
Huntington, WV

(304) 736-4276
~ Now Ordering Guns ~

Rocky Boots
Huge Selection
Of Fishing Tackle
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as Middle Island Creek, will cool 
faster than medium-volume rivers 
such as the Elk River, which itself 
cools more quickly than big waters 
like the Ohio and Potomac rivers. 
   The rate at which water cools is 
much less drastic and more uni-
form than the ever-cooling fl uctua-
tions in the air. Water temperature 
is affected less by how cold the air 
is than how long it is cool. 
As summer fades and autumn wax-
es, fi sh become more active and 
as the water nears a species opti-
mum temperature, the same tem-
perature at which they spawned in 
the spring, the fi sh begin an eating 
binge that gets them ready for win-
ter holding. 
Black bass are among the fi rst to 
prepare, as their optimum temper-
ature is around 70 degrees. Dur-
ing late summer, they feed mostly 
at night or in the evenings, but as 
water temperature cools, they fi ll 

themselves with forage fi sh earlier 
in the day.
  Musky tend to like water around 
60 degrees  and walleye fi shing re-
ally picks up when the water ap-
proaches 50 degrees. 
  Typically, the water will remain 
relatively warm for several weeks 
after the fi rst wintry weather and 
my experience has been that fi sh-
ing doesnʼt begin to deteriorate un-
til December. Last November, in 
fact, I caught my largest white bass 
ever, a 2.35-pound fi sh caught dur-
ing the fi rst severe cold snap of the 
year. Air temperature was a blistery 
16 degrees. 
  While Jack Frost was nipping at 
my nose, the fi sh was quite com-
fortable in the warm water and 
likely felt rejuvenated. The water 
was around 40 degrees warmer 
than the air and that offered another 
advantage to us both, oxygen-rich 
water. Cold air cools the surface of 
the water and as that water cools, it 
sinks and warm water rises to take 
its place. 
  The down current of cool water 
delivers oxygen-charged water to 
the fi sh, which makes them more 
active and is one of Godʼs ways of 
helping them fatten up for a hard 
winter. 
   Many anglers switch to smaller 
baits as the water cools and fi sh will 
follow forage fi sh and mouths of 
creeks and backwater areas can be 

excellent locations.  Fishing below 
dams or other obstructions can also 
be hot spots as predator fi sh often 
school there as they “pin” forage 
fi sh against the obstructions. 
   While the fi sh are comfortable in 
the cooler temperatures so are we. 
Catching fi sh on a 70-degree day 
with a crisp wind blowing at your 
back is always better than  vainly 
pounding the water with a lure in 
sweltering heat. 



9 to 8 Daily  12:30 to 5 Sun.

PARK CENTER SPORTING GOODS
 Park Center

Rainelle, WV   304-438-5660
BUY * TRADE * PAWN

PSE
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Knives, Lights, Guns, Bows
Boots & Gortex Clothing

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi • EAA • Marlin • Savage

R
ug

er
 • 

G
lo

ck
 • 

B
en

el
li 

• B
er

sa
 • 

Ta
ur

us
 • 

Sp
rin

gf
ie

ld
• S

 &
 W

Franchi • N
EF • H

enry • M
ossberg • R

ouge • B
raztech • Liberty

Deer & Turkey
Hunting Supplies

TC • Kimber • Knight • T-C Encore • Traditions • CVA • Thompson Center
Dealer

Bows & Arrows - Tackle - Trapping
All Types Of Fishing Lures Pelican Boats

Gator 12'
$699.95

Colorado 15'6"
$399.95

Predator 10'3"
$699.95
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STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

GAME CHECKING
HUNTING/FISHING LICENSE
Gas - Tires - Groceries - Hardware

Over 47 Years 
In Business

SEARS 
EXXON

Top Smallmouth Fishing

Experience Top West Virginia Waters For Trophy Smallmouth
Located I-64 & Airport Rd.  Beaver, WV

304-255-2317       Sam Neely, owner      800-WVA-FINS

Fishing in New York, Jack Van 
Slyke caught an unusual carp.  Pho-
to courtesy of J & R Sporting Goods in 
Shinnston.  

continue to the next page

   For one very young, inexperi-
enced, and embarrassed deer hunter, 
it was the night before deer season.  
I was up almost all night, antici-
pating the deer hunt to come.  It 
seemed like the night took forever 
to pass, as I nervously awaited the 
clock to alarm; however,   When 
the clock alarmed, I didnʼt hear it, 
because I was exhausted from the 
night before.  My dad shook me and 
said, “Son, itʼs time to get ready.”  I 
hurriedly got ready, and it was about 
4:30 a.m. when we got all the gear 

An Embarrassed Hunter
By James T. Oakleyloaded and left.  I was only sixteen, 

so my dad told me all the safety les-
sons again on the way to the hunt.  
   My dad walked me to a big oak, 
which we had already picked out; 
then I watched him walk around 

the hill till his light went out.  Ev-
ery little noise in the dark made me 
think of bears, wildcats, and wild 
dogs, as my imagination ran wild.  



North Mountain Vacation Rentals
Located Off Rt.28/55 on Smokehole Rd.

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   304-257-5411
                   866-999-2862

www.northmountainrentals.com

Hunters and
Fishermen Welcome.

Three Cabins.

Parker's Rifle Shop
Liberty Vault Distributor

35/40 In Stock - Lay-away Available
Tri- States Largest Supply

740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70 S. on S.R. 149 - 2.7 Miles

Belmont, Ohio

Hand
Engraving

Custom
Rifles

New
Firearms

Since
1958

Sept. 2006 ~ Page 27

BUY • SELL • TRADE
GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF BASS
CATCHING LURES & TACKLE

304-855-6288

Turkey Hunting Supplies

3203 STH. HILLS MINI MALL
CHAPMANVILLE, WV

Rods  
Reels

• Storm
• Bandits
• Rapala
• Rebel
• Zoom

• Gamakatsu
• Venom
• Gambler
• Slider Worms
• Power Bait

DAVEʼS GUN & PAWN

Large Selection Of Cabin Creek

Only 5, Kenneth Satterfield caught 
a bass.  Photo courtesy of Backwater 
Bait in Newport, Ohio.

I was very afraid.  When it started 
getting daylight, I could see move-
ment, but I sat very still.  I could see 
a deer but couldnʼt tell what kind.  
I cocked my gun and waited to see 
what kind it was.  After seeing that 
it was a doe, I sat with my gun butt 
between my legs, with the barrel 
pointing skyward.  I watched the 
doe feed out of sight and waited, but 
nothing followed.  
   The sun came out, hitting me all 
over, and it felt so good that I soon 
drifted off to sleep.  I was awakened 
by the loud thunder of a gunshot.  I 
sat very still, looking and listening, 
but there was nothing.  After sitting 
for a while, I got tired and decided 
to leave.  I broke my single shotgun 
down and got scared, because I was 

the one who had fired the shot.  I 
didnʼt know what to do.  What was 
I going to tell my dad?  Was I go-
ing to make up a story and tell him 
that I had shot at a deer?  Then I 
thought about the little doe.  Would 
Dad have known that the little doe 
was all I had seen, and I shot at it?  
It was illegal to kill does.  I was in 
a pickle!  I decided to tell the truth, 
even if it meant getting a whipping 
or having hunting privileges taken 
from me.
   I went toward the truck and met 
my dad standing there.  With tears in 
my eyes - and afraid - I told my dad 
what had happened.  He looked at 
me, smiling, and said, “I guess you 
will have to hunt with me a little 
while longer.”   
   

 

 

   Capture the beauty of nature at 
Twin Falls Resort State Park, lo-
cated southwest of Beckley, during 
the Fall Photography Workshop 
September 22 - 24, 2006.
   “Those who enjoy digital or film 
cameras will find this weekend 
event to be exactly what they are 
looking for,” says Randy Murphy, 
activities coordinator at Twin Falls 
Resort State Park. “The workshop 
agenda will cover an array of top-
ics from equipment and composi-
tion to photography, natural light, 
people, action photography, digital 

Photography 
Workshop

At Twin Falls

continue to the next page



SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
OVER 39 YEARS
 EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV
ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE
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All Types Of Outboard Motor Service
Sterndrive • Volvo Penta Service

Repairs & Accessories������������������

���������� 304-949-6522

J & S Marine

Odyssey Pontoon                 Dealer Of Evinrude & Johnson

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING
* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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  Capture the beauty of nature at 
Twin Falls Resort State Park, lo-
cated southwest of Beckley, during 
the Fall Photography Workshop 
September 22 - 24, 2006.
  “Those who enjoy digital or film 
cameras will find this weekend 
event to be exactly what they are 
looking for,” says Randy Murphy, 
activities coordinator at Twin Falls 
Resort State Park. “The workshop 
agenda will cover an array of top-
ics from equipment and composi-
tion to photography, natural light, 
people, action photography, digital 
imaging and computer software 
use.”
 David Fattaleh, photography 
manager for the Department of 
Commerce Communications Divi-
sion, will lecture and conduct field 
trips. Andy Ferguson, information 
systems coordinator for the West 
Virginia Division of Tourism, will 
share his extensive knowledge of 
visual production for this fun and 
educational workshop. All partici-
pants are encouraged to bring their 
own cameras and equipment.
 The Fall Photography Workshop 
package includes a variety of ac-
commodation choices. The pack-
age price of $158 for one person 
includes two nights of lodging, 
workshop fee, full lunch on Satur-
day and Sunday and break refresh-
ments. The workshop only price 
of $70 includes workshop fee, full 

lunch on Saturday and Sunday and 
break refreshments. Cabin rates 
and other package prices are avail-
able. Advanced reservations are re-
quired.
  “The Fall Photography Workshop 
is the perfect time to learn new 
skills and hone old ones,” Murphy 
says. “With 4,000 acres, Twin Falls 
provides the perfect background 
for these skills.”
   For more information or reserva-
tions, please call Twin Falls Resort 
State Park at (304) 294-4000 or 1-
800-CALL WVA and ask for Twin 
Falls.

Steve Hoffman, from South 
Charleston, caught two nice trout.

Support The DNR
Report Game Violators

Josh Smith, from Alum Creek, 
caught a 24 pound flathead.

Winterize Your Boat

Place Your Ad For
Hunting Season.

Details On Page 3
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Springhill Rod & Gun
4901 MacCorkle Ave.

South Charlestron, WV
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   Nationally-recognized predator 
hunter Tom Bechdel of Cambridge 
Springs, Pennsylvania, will return 
for the ninth year to present his 
popular coyote hunting seminars 
during the  2006 West Virginia 
Celebration of National Hunting 
and Fishing Days, to be held at  
Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park 
in Lewis County (Interstate 79 exit 
91) September 23 and 24.
   “There is a lot of interest in coyote 
hunting in West Virginia,” Bechdel 
said. “Iʼll typically have more than 
500 people in attendance at my 
seminars to learn what it takes to 
become successful. However, my 
seminars are a little different; I try 
to educate hunters on the life of a 
coyote, how to find them, how and 
when to call them, how to use elec-
tric and mouth calls, and how to 
use decoys. I cover all 12 months 
of the coyoteʼs life, what he does, 
how he does it, and why. I will ex-
plain the different color phases of 

Coyote Seminar To Be Held At Celebration
the Eastern coyote as compared to 
a Western coyote. This will be time 
well spent to learn of your new 
neighbor.”
    National Hunting and Fishing 
Days is sponsored by the West 
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources and the West Virginia 
Wildlife Federation and is like no 
other event, with hands-on learn-
ing opportunities for youngsters 
and families in the area of wildlife 
and outdoor recreation.    Nearly 
20,000 wildlife enthusiasts will be 

in attendance to try their hand at 
everything from archery, shooting, 
fly-fishing, and kids fishing derby, 
to list only a few. In addition, at-
tendees will also have opportuni-
ties to sit in on several other wild-
life demonstrations or visit one of 
the hundred-plus vendors on hand. 
Admission is $3 for adults, $1 for 
children under age 15, and children 
3 and under free. For more infor-
mation call (304) 558-2771, or visit 
the DNRʼs website at www.wvdnr.
gov/hunting/nathuntfish.shtm .

Young Austin Rudisill caught a 
nice catfish.  Photo courtesy of Water-
front Sporting Goods in Alderson.
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Wrightʼs Riverside Marine
Rt. 2  South of  St. Marys, WV

304-684-2850
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2006 Boats Now In Stock
Great Selection Of Used Bass Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

G3 ALUMINUM
BASS BOATS

Big Buck Contest Begins With Archery Season
 The West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources, the West Virginia 
Izaak Walton League and the West 
Virginia Bowhunters Association 
are again sponsoring the Big Buck 
Contest for deer taken between Oc-
tober 14 and December 31, 2006. 
During this time, any hunter who 
bags a deer in West Virginia with 
antlers having eight or more points, 
a 26-inch beam length, and points 
that are more than eight inches long 
may have a winning buck. Antlers 
will be measured according to the 
official scoring system for North 
American big game animals, estab-
lished by the Boone and Crockett 
Club for gun hunters and the Pope 
and Young Club for bowhunters.
 Plaques will be awarded to four 
overall first place winners in gun 
typical and non-typical and bow 
typical and non-typical classes at 
the National Hunting and Fishing 
Day Celebration held at Stonewall 
Jackson State Park in Lewis County 
September 23-24, 2007. Gun hunt-
ers whose bucks score more than 
140 points typical or 165 non-typi-
cal will receive certificates com-
memorating the entry of their buck 
into the WV Big Buck Contest Re-
cord Keeping Program. Bowhunt-
ers whose bucks score more than 
125 points typical or 155 non-typi-
cal will also receive certificates. 
There were 51 new entries into the 
Big Buck Records last year that 
were taken during the 2004 season. 
The season total showed 10 taken 
by gun hunters and 41 by bowhunt-
ers. Bucks taken in previous years 
may still be scored for a certificate 
(if it meets the minimum score) and 
entry into the records.
  Hunters wishing to have their 
deer scored for this contest should 
contact the closest Official Mea-

surer through any DNR Wildlife 
District Office; phone numbers and 
addresses are listed in the “2006-
2007 West Virginia Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations Summary.” 
Appointments must be made for 
scoring trophies. Many hunters 
have their deer scored by Official 

Measurers during the WV Hunt-
ing and Fishing Show, held at the 
Charleston Civic Center in late 
January. Hunters will be required 
to read and sign a Fair Chase Af-
fidavit. The hunter must bring the 
official Game Check Tag with the 
antlers to be measured.



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

newark, wv
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline
 • Food & More

• Fishing Tackle • Musky Lures

Open At 5am-9pm M-Th
5am-10pm Fr

7am-10pm Sat
7am-9pm Sun

Financing Available On Items Over $200
•Long Guns • Safes  90 Days Same As Cash

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered

Thereʼs Fast Food,
Then Thereʼs KFC

ELKINS
WESTON
BUCKHANNON
WELCH

636-1110
269-2712
472-4288
436-6722

Discover-Master Card-Visa-American Express-Debit Cards
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Hawg-Master Charters
10183 Millers Road • Lyndonville, NY 14098

Fully Licensed and Insured

     
        

Niagara River
Winter & Spring

Steelhead • Brown Trout • Lake Trout
      Summer
  Smallmouth Bass 
                    Fall

Salmon • Steelhead • Bass • Musky
$270 - 2 person  $370 - 3 Person 7/hrs.

Lake Ontario
Summer

Trout • Salmon
Fully Equipped 30’ Sportfisherman

$500 4 person/8 hours
$600 6 person/8 hours

Fishing 12 Months A Year
“We Clean Your Catch”

www.hawgmastercharters.com

All Tackle
And Bait
Supplied

TROUT  SALMON
BASS  MUSKY
STEELHEAD

Call For Info:
800-464-0103

Danny Gill hooked a 5 pound. 2 oz. 
largemouth.  Photo courtesy of Three 
Rivers Edge in Hinton.

David Hobbs reeled in a 5 1/4 
pound rainbow trout.  Photo courtesy 
of Kile s̓ Grocery in Upper Tract.

Dannie Warden landed a nice hy-
brid striped bass at Kanawha Falls.

Advertise In The

W. Va Sportsman
Details On Page 3



CARDINAL
PAWNBROKERS • SPORTING GOODS

AREAS LARGEST
DEALER

1221 S. EISENHOWER DRIVE

BECKLEY, WV
304-253-7357

“Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selections”

A r c h e r y  P r o  S h o p
Mathews    Bowtech
Parker     Diamond

Bow Tuning • Custom Arrows • Accessories

PAWN

MORRELL Targets
Georgia Boots - Hunting & Work

• Guns  •  Ammo  • Scopes
• Fishing Tackle  • Coyote Supplies

“We Trade Guns”

DNR Director Will Host Bird Dog Demonstration
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   Frank Jezioro, Director of the 
West Virginia Division of Natu-
ral Resources, will host a bird dog 
hunting demonstration at the  2006 
West Virginia Celebration of Na-
tional Hunting and Fishing Days, 
to be held at  Stonewall Jackson 
Lake State Park in Lewis County 
(Interstate 79 exit 91) September 
23 and 24.
  “Anyone who knows me or has 
read my books knows that there is 
nothing I enjoy more than hunting, 
especially bird hunting with my 
dogs,” Jezioro said. “How serious 
do I take bird hunting? Letʼs just 
say that I have been very fortunate 
to have been able to pursue my pas-
sion by bird hunting with my dogs 
from the Southern Appalachians to 
Canada. There is nothing I enjoy 
more than watching my dogs work 
a bird, but they didnʼt get there 
overnight. To become successful 
in raising a bird dog takes a lot of 
work and making the right deci-
sions early in the puppyʼs life goes 
a long way toward assuring you a 
very successful hunting partner. 
During my seminar I will provide 
tips and some insight as to what it 
takes to have a good bird dog. As 
a hunter, I would encourage every-
one who has ever been interested 
in getting started in bird hunting, 
or one who just enjoy dogs, to at-

tend.”

 

 National Hunting and Fishing 
Days, sponsored by the West Vir-
ginia Division of Natural Resourc-
es and the West Virginia Wildlife 
Federation, is like no other event 
held with hands-on learning oppor-
tunities for youngsters and families 
in the areas of wildlife and outdoor 
recreation. The objective of the 
event is to educate the non-hunt-
ing/fishing public on the benefits 
of hunting and fishing, as well as 
to how these activities support the 
DNRʼs efforts in wildlife conser-
vation. Nearly 20,000 wildlife en-
thusiasts will be in attendance to 
try their hand at everything from 
archery, shooting, fly-fishing, and 
kids fishing derby, to list only a 
few. In addition, attendees will also 
have the opportunity to sit-in on 
several other wildlife demonstra-

tions, or visit one of the hundred-
plus vendors on hand.
   Admission is $3 for adults, $1 for 
children under the age of 15, and 
children ages 3 and under are free. 
For more information call (304) 
558-2771, or visit the DNRʼs web-
site at www.wvdnr.gov/hunting/na-
thuntfish.shtm .

A nice musky was hooked by young 
Austin Lockhart.  Photo courtesy of 
Jarrett s̓ Bait in Elizabeth.

A 6.29 pound golden trout was 
caught by Jim Perkins.  Photo cour-
tesy of Kile s̓ Grocery in Upper Tract.



MOUNTAINEER TACKLE

 Specializing In Bass
               Catching Equipment

Zoom - Berkley - Bandit
Mad Man - Suddeth - Senko

LIVE BAIT

   5010 Emerson Av.
      PARKERSBURG, WV

      304-422-6990

Large Selection Of
Musky Tackle & Rods

9AM to 6PM Mon to Saturday

Closeouts On
1999 Models

Archery • Hunting Supplies
• Large Selection Of Musky
  and Catfish Baits
• Cold Beer • Ice • Snacks
• Hunting Supplies • Ammo

Bait and
Carry OutJARRETT 'SJARRETT 'S

LIVE BAIT
Corner of Rt. 5 & 53
Elizabeth, WV
304-275-3574

Parsons
One Stop

Game
Check

3-D Archery - 32 Target
Indoor Archery Range

Hunting Supplies

Beverages - Food - Groceries
Buckeye Feed

Rt. 16 North Of
GRANTSVILLE, WV

304-354-6941

New Building Tin
3ʼ x 8ʼ - $12 per Sheet
3ʼ x 10ʼ - $14.25 per Sheet
3ʼ x 12ʼ - $16.75 per Sheet

26
Ga.

All Types of New & Used Steel
Square Tubing & Pipes

Plywood
3/4 - $23
1/2 - $16

O.S.B.
3/4 - $22
5/8 - $19

T-111
5/8 - $26

Luan - $9.25
2x4 2x6 2x8 2x10 All Sizes

Stocking Treated Lumber
Prices Subject To Change

We Buy Ginseng
Copper • Brass • Iron

& Other Metals

RRHAMCO
Rt. 2 Box 484
Grafton, WV 304-265-0026
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BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOSS
BROWNING

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

www.bowlisticarchery.com

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES

YOUTH BOWS•CUSTOM ARROWS
15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV
304-595-2699
MON-FRI 11AM TO 8PM

SATURDAY 3-8

Mike Campbell caught a nice small-
mouth in the Buckhannon River..  

continue to the next page

Catching River Walleyes

OUTDOOR 3-D RANGE

   Tournament schedules force some 
of the best anglers in the world to 
fish throughout the season, regard-
less of conditions. With the ac-
tual dates for the tournaments set 
months in advance, anglers must 
deal with extremes in temperature, 
water clarity and fish activity. For 
many anglers, river systems are a 
favorite destination to begin each 
new season. Wherever walleyes 
may roam, river systems offer a 
predictable pattern as fish travel 
and concentrate to spawn. What 
arenâ€TMt predictable, however, 
are weather and river conditions. 
   Nothing will shut down a hot 
river bite like high runoff and no 
visibility. Four inches of snow or 
rain can muddy the water and liter-
ally shut down the bite for weeks. 
For many river rats, the best way 
to catch walleyes under such con-
ditions is to pack up and fish some-

where else. For the professional 
anglers that follow the tournament 
trail, however, packing up and 
traveling to a better bite isnʼt an 
option. These anglers are forced to 
make adjustments and alter their 
approach. Catching walleyes when 
visibility is reduced to an inch is 
difficult, but certainly not impos-
sible.
   Richard LaCourse of Port Clin-
ton, Ohio, has years of experience 
fishing rivers, including muddy 
ones. Regarding muddy-water 
techniques, LaCourse treats them 
just like any other tough fishing 
situation when the walleyes turn 
finicky, such as a cold front. He 
begins by downsizing his presen-
tation, and then slows everything 
down.
   In a muddy river combined with 
swift current, such as the Detroit 
River at times, LaCourse advocates 
handlining and polelining. “Pulling 
my handline into the current allows 
me to stall a bait while the current 
keeps it working right in front of a 
fish” LaCourse said. “A walleyeʼs 
sight is very limited in dirty water, 
so theyʼre not going to chase a bait 
5 feet. But theyʼll feel the vibration 
of it and bite it out of reaction if iʼs 
right in front of them” 
   The more current there is to work 
the lure, then, the more effective 
handlining can be. “Not rocket sci-
ence, LaCourse said” Itʼs just an 

A rock bass was caught by Nathan 
Spencer.  Photo courtesy of Rick s̓ Taxi-
dermy in Buckhannon.



• Off the Ohio River
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Newport, Ohio on Rt. 7

740-473-BAIT

Yo-Zuri
Smallie Beavers

Venom
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Garrett Magnum Tubes
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100 Count Bags Of Berkley Power Worms 4" & 7"
St. Croix Rods

Catfish Rods & Supplies

Zoom - Yum
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Boogerman - Bandits
Catch 'Em Spinnerbaits
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Custom Plastics
Jigs & Trailers
Dipping Dye
Do-It Molds
 Splash-its

Snacks & Beverages
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Year-Round
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BAIT
Minnows - Shiners

Meal & Wax Worms
 Nightcrawlers

Goldfish

UNCLE TOMʼS LOANS
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

Achery Specialists
Matthews • Parker • PSE

New & Used Guns
Rt. 10 - Cook Parkway

OCEANA, WV
304-682-5002

GAME CHECKING

304-445-2550
Overlooking The Beautiful Greenbrier River

• Live Bait • Licenses • Game Check • Guns & Ammo
Rod and Reel Repair Service   Joy Dog Food

Just a few minutes off I-64 in Alderson, WV
Hours: 9 to 9 Daily 304-445-2551
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Hobie
Sunglasses

effective way of presenting a bait in 
muddy water and heavy current.”
    When it comes to choosing just 
the right offering to twitch and 
pulse at the end of a handline, ex-
perimenting with various crank-
baits once youʼve settled on han-
dlining as your technique is the 
key. Most of the time, in muddy 
water, the brighter colors, such as 
orange, chartreuse and firetiger, 
will produce the best. 
  The tight wobble of a classic Ra-
pala Floating Minnow is often the 
lure of choice for a handlining pre-
sentation, but diving plugs, partic-
ularly shallow-running Shad Raps, 
are also useful for this technique. 
LaCourse progressively downsizes 
his offerings as conditions worsen 
and walleye lips seal a little tighter. 
Fish that were hitting a No. 9 Shad 
Rap might open up more willingly 
for a No. 5 Shad Rap as the water 
gets colder, faster and muddier. 
 Tommy Skarlis of Dorchester, 
Iowa, has spent a considerable 
amount of time slipping the cur-
rent on walleye runs across the 
continent. A seasoned professional 
angler who is one of the most con-
sistent anglers on the Wal-Mart 
FLW Walleye Tour, Skarlis has an 
uncanny ability to scratch out wall-
eyes regardless of conditions.
   Skarlis approaches any river sys-
tem very observantly. His quest 
for finding clean water in a flow 

of chocolate milk even takes place 
on the Internet, in some instances 
right up until he leaves for the des-
tination. 
  “On some river systems, like the 
Detroit River for example,”Skarlis 
explained, “I can go on the Internet 
and look at recent aerial photos to 
try and distinguish if there are pools 
or pockets of cleaner water. Some-

times, one side of the channel might 
be better.”   What Skarlis tries to 
establish immediately is where the 
dirty water is coming from. “If the 
main channel is high from runoff, 
for example, and visibility is poor, 
I look for feeder creeks or some 
other source that might be dumping 
cleaner water into the channel. This 

continue to the next page



ELK RIVER
OUTPOST
Mink Shoals
Exit Off I-79

Charleston, WV

(304) 343-2755

Archery - New & Used Guns
Ammo - LIVE BAIT - License

Game Check - Gun Pawn
Fishing Supplies

Open 9am to 6pm  Mon - Sat

Doddʼs Sporting Goods

103 North Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV

304-869-3200

BowTech - Reflex - Archery Supplies
Kimber - Cooper Arms - Safes - Ammo

Fishing Tackle - Scopes - Knives
Large Selection of Guns • Pistols

12PM to 8PM M-S
1PM to 8PM Sun

BUY-SELL
TRADE-PAWN

Murrayʼs
Lures & Trapping Supplies

304-275-TRAP
www.murrayslures.com

UPS Service Available
Trapping • Lure Scents • Oils • Urine • Traps • Triggers
Baseplates • T-bar Springs • Links • Trapline Supplies
Trap Holders • Trap Bedder • Trap Tags • Snaring Books
Fleshing Tool • Push Pins • Sure Locks • Boots & Clothing
Game Calling Supplies • Assorted Books • Videos and Much More
Hawbaker • Carmanʼs • Burkhartʼs • Sleepy Creek • Duke • Bridger 
    Call or Visit Our Website - Shipments Will Be Sent UPS
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pocket of clean water might afford 
me a small area with better visibil-
ity. If the stained water is coming 
into the main channel from a trib-
utary or from immediate runoff, I 
often try and get above the source, 
upstream where the water is often 
clearer” Skarlis spends much of his 
prefishing time narrowing down 
small pockets of water that offer 
the best visibility when conditions 
get bad.
   Water visibility can often be de-
termined by how soon your jig dis-
appears in the water. In some cases, 
bad visibility might make a 1/2-
ounce jig vanish when lowered a 
couple of inches. Skarlis is actually 
planning on marking the shaft and 
lower unit of his Minn Kota 101 
with a chartreuse ruler for monitor-
ing water clarity more precisely for 
the 2006 season.
 While popular in bass circles, dip-
ping plastics in fish attractant for-
mulas isnʼt as common amongst 
the walleye crowd. Skarlis, howev-
er, insists added scent can make a 
difference under tough river condi-

A nice catfish was reeled in by 
Shawn Ramme.  Photo courtesy of 
Jarrett s̓ Bait in Elizabeth.

tions. Skarlis often dips his jig into 
Berkley Walleye Attractant every 
couple of minutes. 
 “Bait, however, isnʼt as crucial” 
Skarlis added,”when you are us-
ing scented plastics”The beauty of 
plastics is that they donʼt tear off 
after a bite as easy and come in the 
shapes and colors needed to catch 
walleyes in dirty water. 
   When bulking up with longer pro-
files, Skarlis also attaches a stinger 
hook to the rear of his bait. Dirty 
water means fishing slow, and to 
slow down in the current, anglers 
are forced to go heavier. But heavi-
er jigs with bulked-up bodies can 
mean short hits so a stinger hook 
can be important. 
  “One extreme or the other is how 
Skarlis described his preferred 
color options. Fluorescent, glow 
and chartreuse are popular choices, 
but many river anglers, Skarlis in-
cluded, experiment with dark color 

options, like purple or black.
 Under such conditions, anglers 
seldom have to worry about wall-
eyes spooking from under the boat, 
and the presentation is kept vertical 
even when targeting shallow fish. 
Some anglers choose to anchor 
and pound the jig in one spot, pick-
ing off fish as they move through. 
Other anglers slip slightly slower 
than the current. Whether you an-
chor or slip, pounding the bottom 
is extremely important. “You donʼt 
want the jig to move horizontally 
very much, but you need to pound 
the jig on the bottom vertically so 
that fish can find you,” Skarlis ex-
plained.
    Another accomplished river an-
gler, Nick Johnson of Elmwood, 
Wis., echoes many of Skarlis  ̓opin-
ions regarding river walleyes dur-
ing high-water/reduced-visibility 
conditions. Johnson, who won the 

continue to the next page
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BP Gasoline     Propane

CALL IN ORDERS - 432-8216
OPEN: 5:30 AM TO 1:00 AM

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

Delicious Pizza, Hoagies, Subs
Burgers & Fries - Beverages

Blacksville  D Mart

On Rt. 7

Blacksville, WV
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THIS DOG CAN HUNT.™

See us for all your
Mad Dog Gear® hunting needs.

www.maddoggear.com

DEALER LOGO
AND TEXT HERE.

Growler Jacket & Pants
Buy Growler Gear & Receive

a FREE Hat

Spark’s Sport Center
400 Wheatland St.

Martinsburg, WV
304-263-2562
Hunting - Fishing

coveted FLW Walleye Tour Angler 
of the Year Title during the 2005 
season, is very proficient on mov-
ing water. 
   Like Skarlis, Johnson has fallen 
in favor of jig and soft-bait combi-
nations for most of his river fish-
ing. Both anglers prefer the Berk-
ley Gulp! and Powerbait bodies for 
added color, scent and profile when 
the visibility is reduced. Both an-
glers also choose color extremes as 
well. Johnson often favors black or 
purple but also experiments with 
brighter colors in glow, chartreuse 
or white, especially when fishing 
shallow. 
 Johnson stresses that he focuses 
his attention on the edges more dur-
ing strong flows that often coincide 
with dirty water. “Usually, really 
strong current will blow the wall-
eyes out of the main channels, but 
you can still usually find saugers 
holding right in the main flow,” 
Johnson explained. 
   When targeting walleyes, espe-
cially bigger fish, Johnson focuses 
on the edges away from the main 
channel and fishes shallow. Of-
ten times, Johnson will find wall-
eyes holding to backwater areas 
that were nothing more than duck 
marshes before the high water. 
Other structural elements Johnson 
looks for are flooded willow stands 
or riprap areas that lead to backwa-
ter. He notes these shallow areas 
away from the main channel often 

offer better visibility and hold ag-
gressive fish feeding on shad, shin-
ers and other baitfish, whether the 
fish are in prespawn or postspawn.
 When targeting river fish in less 
than 6 feet of water, Johnson spends 
a lot of time casting and working the 

jig back to the boat. “Many times, 
fish arenʼt chasing the bait so you 
have to work the bait slowly or you 
wonʼt get bit,” Johnson said. 
 Johnson prefers to cast because 
he believes he can come into con-



R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

GUNS - ACCESSORIES
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Sat 10AM to 5PM
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White Sulphur Springs, WV
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Large Selection
New & Used Guns
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Michael Nutter caught a Little 
Kanawah River flathead catfish re-
cently.  Photo courtesy of JArrett s̓ Bait 
in Elizabeth.

DOUBLE “D” RANCH
ORIGINAL OWNERS HAVE RETURNED

“A Hunting Preserve Unlike All Others”
• Wild Russian Hogs
• Exotic Rams and Goats
• Fallow Deer, Sika Deer, Red Stag & Elk
• African & Asian Species

(740) 596-4711

58501 US Rt 50, McArthur, OH 45651
e-mail Dannie@DDRanch.com
Web Site www.DDRanch.com

Prices include animal, guide & caping.
Lodging, meals and meat processing available.

(740) 596-9013 FAX

DOUBLE “D” RANCH

tact with more fish by work-
ing cross-current and often finds 
walleyes in extremely shallow 
water. “There are times,”Johnson 
explained,”when we are literally 
casting the jig up onto shore and 
bringing it back.”
  When Johnson is forced to work 
with the main channel where flows 
are often at their strongest, he often 
chooses to slowly motor upstream 
or cross-current with three-way rigs 
and stickbaits. “Usually, saugers 
are going to hold in their wintering 
holes no matter how bad the cur-
rent gets and these deep holes will 
often hold male walleyes as well,” 
Johnson said. “It takes an awful 
lot of current to blow saugers out 
of these spots.” In strong current, 
weights that range between 3 and 5 
ounces, sometimes more, are used 
to sink a three-way rig with about 
a 4-foot snell. 
 Johnson stresses that you want 
a long, easy-to-find profile that 
doesnʼt dive too deep when choos-
ing the proper stickbait. Crankbait 
options might include a No. 11 
Original Floating Rapala, Smith-
wick Rattlin  ̓Rogue, Berkley Fren-
zy Firestick Minnow or Salmo 8F 
Perch. By hovering upstream and 
cross-stream with a three-way rig, 
Johnson can actually move much 
slower than slipping downstream 
with a jig, giving the fish more 
time to find the lure. Like casting 
cross-stream, Johnson stresses that 
he can often get his lures in front of 
more fish by slowly cutting across 

the current breaks, moving cross-
stream. This tactic enables him to 
crawl through productive areas at 
a snailʼs pace, putting a vibrating, 
attractive profile in front of the fish 
for longer periods of time. “As the West Virginia Wildlife Re-

sources Sectionʼs Wildlife Diversity 
Program prepares to celebrate its 25 
th anniversary, we are very proud of 
the increase in the number of bald 
eagles nesting in the state over the 
past 25 years,” notes DNR wildlife 
biologist Craig Stihler. The first 
documented bald eagle nest in the 
state was discovered in Hampshire 
County in 1981, the year legislation 
was passed to create the Nongame 
Wildlife Program, the predecessor 
of todayʼs Wildlife Diversity Pro-
gram. Twenty-five years later, 17 
successful nests produced a total of 
32 eaglets.
  Both the number of successful 
nests and the number of young 
fledged are the highest on record. 
In addition, 2006 witnessed the first 
successful nest outside the Potomac 

Record Numer
Of Eagles

continue to the next page
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River drainage. This summer, a nest 
in the Ohio River drainage fledged 
two young eagles.
    In 2001, a pair of eagles nested on 
Blennerhassett Island in the Ohio 
River, but the pair was unsuccess-
ful and did not return to nest the 
following spring. The 2006 eagles  ̓
nests were located in Grant, Hamp-
shire, Hancock, Hardy, Jefferson, 
Mineral, Morgan, and Pendleton 
counties. Two additional nests 
monitored in 2006 were abandoned 
during the nesting season, but bi-
ologists anticipate these birds will 
return to try again in 2007.
   Each spring, Wildlife Resources 
Section biologists monitor known 
nests and search for new nests in 
areas where pairs of adult birds 
are seen during the nesting season. 
Many of the nests they monitor 
were reported by the public. Please 
report eagle nests or pairs of eagles 
observed in late winter and spring 
to: Eagle Report, P.O. Box 67, El-
kins, WV 26241 or call (304) 637-
0245. You can also check out our 
fact sheet on the bald eagle on the 

WVDNR Web site, www.wvdnr.
gov .
   In historic times, eagles may 
have nested in the area that would 
later become West Virginia, but no 
old records of nesting eagles exist. 
The first documented nesting was 
in 1981. A second nest, this one in 
Pendleton County, was not discov-
ered until 1987. Over the years, ad-
ditional eagle pairs have taken up 
residence in the stateʼs Eastern Pan-
handle, but it wasnʼt until 25 years 
later that a nest produced young in 
the Ohio River drainage.
   Weather can play an important 
role in determining the outcome 
of nesting attempts. “This yearʼs 
weather was more favorable than 
in 2005, when three nests were de-
stroyed during an ice storm in early 
April, and only 16 young eagles 
were fledged,” Stihler explained.
   Bald eagles are large birds of prey 
with wingspans of up to seven feet. 
Young eagles are brown or brown 
mottled with white. The birds do 
not attain their characteristic white 
head and tail until they are at least 

four years old. Bald eagles mate for 
life, and both birds (the female is a 
little larger than the male) take part 
in incubating the eggs and feeding 
the young. The eggs hatch after 35 
days and the young remain in the 
nest until they are 10 to 13 weeks 
old. Bald eagle feed largely on fish, 
but will eat other items, even car-
rion, if available.
    The bald eagle was adopted as 
our national symbol in 1782. Over 
the years, eagle numbers declined 
as a result of habitat loss, degrada-
tion of water quality, persecution, 
and, beginning in the 1940s, the 
widespread use of the pesticide 
DDT. In 1969 the bald eagle was 
declared an endangered species in 
the lower 48 states.
    Laws passed to protect eagles, a 
ban on the use of DDT in the early 
1970s, and improving water qual-
ity have allowed eagle populations 
to increase and expand their range. 
In 1995 the status of the bald eagle 
in the lower states was upgraded 
from endangered to threatened. 
Today, both state and federal laws 
protect eagles in West Virginia.

www.wvasportman.net
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This 22 pound snapping turtle was 
brought in by Dayton Knapp from 
Leon.

A 20” largemoouth was reeled in 
by young Cody Gooden from Man-
nington. 

Young Cody Zimmerman caught 
a nice bass.  Photo courtesy of Broken 
Wheel Campground in Weston.
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