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  Jeremy Woods, from Cool 
Ridge,  had bow success with 
this 10 point.  It grosssed 151 on 
the Pope & Young scoring sytem.  
The buck was taken in Wyoming 
County. 
  Early warmer weather has 
helped in early fishing success.  
Email your pics of your 2012 
fish.  Form is on page 38.
 This magazine is online each 
month : www.wvasportsman.net  
Back issues are there too. 

Cover Photo

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Upcoming

Bass Tournaments For 2012

Name__________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ ST______

Zip_________________ email______________________________

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

Clip & Mail To:
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

    email:
    wvsport@live.com
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Promote Your Business Statewide
 Advertise Special Sales and Events

Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

ALSO ON THE 
INTERNET

In Business
21 YEARS



MOUNTAINEER TACKLE

 Specializing In Bass
               Catching Equipment

Zoom - Berkley - Bandit
Mad Man - Suddeth - Senko

LIVE BAIT

   5010 Emerson Av.
      PARKERSBURG, WV

      304-422-6990

Large Selection Of
Musky Tackle & Rods

9AM to 6PM Mon to Saturday

Closeouts On
1999 Models

Archery • Hunting Supplies
• Large Selection Of Musky
  and Catfish Baits
• Cold Beer • Ice • Snacks
• Hunting Supplies • Ammo

Bait and
Carry OutJARRETT 'SJARRETT 'S

LIVE BAIT
Corner of Rt. 5 & 53
Elizabeth, WV
304-275-3574
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BOWTECH
DIAMOND
ALPINE

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

www.bow-listicarchery.com

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES

YOUTH BOWS•CUSTOM ARROWS
15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV
304-595-2699
Mon Tue Thu Fri 11 - 8

Wed 11 - 5
Sat. 9AM to 2PM

BOOKING WILD BOAR HUNTS
 Game Checking Station

BARNETT
EXCALIBER

CROSSBOWS

Marines Have Landed

FEDERAL VALLEY
PHEASANT FARM
16171 E. KASLER CR. ROAD

Amesville, Ohio 45711
HUNTING PRESERVE

Season Open
Sept. 1

For Questions and
Reservations

Call: 740-448-6747
Gene and Roseanna Hines

Michelle Weekley shot a big buck.  
Photo courtesy Of Crossroads General 
Store near Newark.

HUNTING LAND
  100 Acres
         Taylor County
       $80,000

Trout Stream • Road Frontage
304-457-1869

   One of  the most interesting thing 
that happened while my wife, Bet-
ty, and I owned Elk Springs was 
when the 2nd Recon Marines came 
to Randolph County for exercises.  
This was in August, 1991.
  At the time, Valley Fork Road 
leading to Elk Springs was all 
gravel.  As was Dry Branch Road 
from Elk Springs to Mace on US 
Rte. 219.
   One day there was this enor-
mous dust cloud and deep rum-
bling noises coming down towards 
our country store.  We watched in 
fascination as dozens of military 
vehicles and armory slowly passed 
our store and headed towards Mace 
on Dry Branch Road.  We didn’t 
have a clue where they were going 
as there had not been anything in 
the papers, nor TV nor radio, about 

any military maneuvers happening 
in our area.  It took hours for the 
dust to clear.
  The next day several customers 
came in with information on what 
was going on.  After sifting through 
many false rumors we were finally 
able to ascertain as fact that it was 
the 2nd Marine Recon and they 
were here for two weeks of train-
ing.  And that they were bivouacked 
on Elk Mountain, about five miles 
down the road from us.
  Over the next few days we for-
got about them.  Then one morn-
ing bright and early a young man 
dressed in camo fatigues came in 
the store.  He was rubbing his hands 
together and said, “Dang it’s cold!  
Do you guys have any coffee?”
  We always had the coffee pot on 

at Elk Springs and it was free to the 
public.  The young Marine prompt-
ly wolfed down about three cups 
in succession.  He finally warmed 
up standing next to the pot-bellied 
stove.
  We asked if he was part of the re-
con team camped up on Elk Moun-
tain?  He replied, “Yes, but if any-
one from my company comes in 
- - you never saw me!”
    He went on to tell us the two-
week exercise was strictly survival 
training.  His company had no tents 
or sleeping bags.  They had to live 
off the land and no fires were al-
lowed.  This was the first hot cup 

continue to the next page



~ WANTED ~
Game Photos From 2011

Send In Your Photo Of
Deer (bucks), Bear or Other Game

Animals Taken During The 2011 Season.

Either Mail in Or E-Mail
To This Magazine.
W.Va. Sportsman

P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV  26105

wvasport@gmail.com

Name______________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

City_______________________________________________

State_____________   Zip_____________________________

Animal____________________________    Deer Points_____

County_______________________________Gun___Bow___ PHOTOS WILL
BE RETURNED

Have your photo published
in this magazine this year.

Clip out and Mail In

No DOES
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West Virginia
Guns & Pawn

YOUR TACTICAL WEAPONS HEADQUARTERS!
Lots Of New Long Guns, Pistols, Ammo & Accessories In Stock

Several Items For Sale In The Pawn Area

Large Knife Selection
Sog • Kershaw • Gerber

• AR-15 • AK47 • Mini-14 • Tactical Shotguns
We Have Bulk Ammo

• 7.62x39mm • .223 • 9mm • 40 S&W • .45 ACP

304-514-2113    120 Academy Dr.    RIPLEY, WV

Open: Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm
 Old Heck’s Plaza • On The Rd. To Walmart

WE SHIP UPS PACKAGES

Craig Booher, from Ona, shot a 
nice 9 point buck.

Now Buying GOLD
Slide Fire Stocks
For AR’s & AK’s

of coffee he had had since they ar-
rived.
  He also said it had frosted every 
night on Elk Mountain since they 
had been here.  He asked, “Is it al-
ways this cold here in August?”
  It was his first time in West Vir-
ginia.  We told him that were hav-
ing a somewhat rare high-pressure 
system and that we were about a 
month early for frosts up high in 
the mountains.  He asked about 
our business here and we gave him 
some snacks as they were not al-
lowed to carry money during sur-
vival training.  He left very grate-
ful.
  The next morning another Marine 
came in freezing to death.  He said, 
“My buddy swore me to secrecy - - 
but said you guys had hot coffee.”  
He, too, gulped it down standing 
next to the stove.
  He told us all his buddies were 
freezing.  They had to sleep on the 
ground with nothing but summer 
clothing.  They were not allowed 
to sleep in or under any of the ve-

hicles.  Nothing hot to eat or drink 
- - just cold C-rations.  Called them 
RTE’s (Ready to Eat).
  To get to the store he had to walk 
about five miles down the gravel 
road leading from Dry Branch Rd. 
to the top of the Elk Strip (about 
4500 ft. altitude).  He then had 
to walk about five miles on Dry 
Branch to get to Elk Springs.
  After warming his buns, he said, 
“My buddy told me you raise trout 
here.”  We gave him a quick synop-

continue to the next page
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Amanda Lamb, from Glenville, 
shot a nice 10 point in Wirt Co. 

Ohio Valley

March 10 & 11
Washington County

Fairgrounds

MARIETTA, OHIO
10am to 9pm Sat.
11am to 6pm Sun.

Hunting & Fishing
Log Cabin Dealer

Outfitters
Travel Destinations

ATV & UTV
Boats

Campers

MAGNUM WHITETAILS
• Giant Buck Display
• Deer Scoring 1pm to 5pm
      FACE PAINTING
PANNING FOR MINERALS

$4 Admission
Under 16 FREE

continue to the next page

3-D Long Range Elk Shoot
• Bring Your Bow - Noon to 4 Each Day

sis of our business.
  He asked, “Is there anyway you 
guys could give me a trout?  I can’t 
pay you now, but I could mail you 
a check later.” I laughed and said, 
“Here take this rod and reel and go 
down to the pond and catch you 
a couple - - on the house.  It’s the 
least we can do for you guys that 
keep us safe.”  I gave him a con-
tainer of worms and a stringer.
   A few minutes later he came back 
with two nice sized rainbows.  He 
asked us for some matches so he 
could hide in the woods and cook 
them over an open fire.  He had a 
knife to gut and clean them.
   He thanked us profusely and 
asked if we lived close by.  We told 
him just up Valley Fork Road a 
bit.  He asked if we had curtains or 
shades on all of our windows.  We 
answered in the negative.
   He informed us, since we had 
been so nice to him, that part of 
their survival training was night 

exercises.  They would spread out 
in all directions of Elk Mountain 
and spy on the locals.  And they 
would write up a critique of every-
thing they observed on the next day 
and give to their platoon sergeant, 
who would pass the reports on up 
the line after he had read them.  He 
said that his buddies delighted in 
catching adults in comprising po-
sitions - - military humor with a 
spicy write-up!
  He emphasized not to look for 
them cause we’d never see them.  
He laughed, “Even though one of 
our guys made a little too much 
noise a couple nights ago and just 
about got shot by a local for his 
sloppiness.  The Marine was com-
pelled to write this up in his report.  
His sergeant wasn’t a bit happy 
with him.
  From the directions where the 
Marine described the happening, 
I figured it was Mingo Flats and 
probably my buddy, Andy Sharp, 

was the one holding the shotgun.  
Andy was not one to mess with 
and the soldier was lucky he didn’t 
come away with his butt riddled 
with buckshot!
  That evening when we got home, 
we covered all our windows with 
dark sheets!
  Well, it seems the secret was out - 
- the 2nd Recon Marines had found 
a place to get hot coffee and fresh 
trout.  Over the next 8-10 days we 
had several visitors.   
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www.wvasportsman.netLarry Vucelich hunted in Ohio for 
this 8 point buck.
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and a road close by for grit.
  Early in the season, you will find 
the birds in family groups or cov-
eys. As season and winter prog-
ress, the groups break up and you 
will find birds mostly in singles 

Ryan Mitchell shot a 9 point in 
Ritchie County.

and pairs. Early season birds hold 
pretty tightly here where I hunt, but 
I’ve been told it isn’t like that ev-
erywhere.
  Ruffed grouse have a daily rou-
tine, so you can pattern them. They 
normally get up late and fly into a 
feeding area or along a road to pick 
gravel. Then it’s off to loafing and 
dusting the afternoon away. In the 
evening, they will go back to feed-
ing, and usually roost around the 
same area.
  Before season, I drive roads look-
ing for new spots an checking old 
ones. Early in the morning or late 
in the evening, you can find grouse 
in the roads picking gravel. I mark 
these spots and come back during 
season to hunt the areas around 
them. Even if I hunt an area but 

www.wvasportsman.net

don’t find birds, I’ll come back a 
different time to check again if ev-
erything the grouse need is there.
  When hunting grouse, I use a dog 
that has a really good nose and 
hunts from close to medium range. 
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MARIETTA POLARIS
27425 St. Rt. 7

MARIETTA, OHIO
www.mariettapolaris.com

740-374-5766

Bass Pro Shop
• Fishing Tackle

During the second and last week 
of training, it seemed every day 
a new Marine would come in the 
store.  They were all different than 
the ones before.  I guess they fig-
ured if they were successful once 
without being caught by a superior 
officer, they didn’t want to push the 
envelope.
 In almost every case they 
stopped by early in the morning.  
Hot coffee and the pot-bellied 
stove were on their minds.  It was 
still frosting on Elk Mountain.  And 
each time a new one left it was al-
ways the same departing remarks:  
“You never saw me.”
 Fresh trout were always on 
their minds, too.  Some Marines 
were in a hurry, in case someone 
caught them at the store.  For them 
we would net a couple trout and 
send them on their way with snacks 
and matches.

Barbara Miller Realty, LLC.

29 E. Main St.
Glenville, WV 26351

304-462-7005
barbaramillerrealty.com

Gilmer County - Collins Run - 101.25 acres with cabin. Very private, secluded 
cabin with all the comforts of home. Cabin has vinyl siding and a tin roof. Open 
floor plan for kitchen, dining, and living room. One bedroom is on the main floor. 
The second bedroom is in the loft area. There is a bathroom with a laundry room 
on the main floor. There are many handcrafted features - the vanity and kitchen 
sink cabinet are made from 1902 barn wood. There is a drilled water well and 
private septic. The cabin is heated by propane and wood heat but it also wired 
for electric heat. There are three outbuildings. Access is by gravel county road. 
This would be a great hunting tract but could also be used as a family recreational 
property.

101.2 Acres
Cabin/Outbuildings

$159,900 Ideal For Hunters

    Others would rather catch their 
own at our pay (free for them) pond.  
The one thing I remember above all 
else is these were the most polite 
young men I’d ever been around.  

Betty concurs.  We talked about 
their home towns and many other 
things.  Their life in the Marines 
and their sense of patriotism.  I re-
member one young Marine was a 
minor league pitcher with the Pitts-
burgh Pirates organization.

continue to the next page



• Off the Ohio River
• Dock Your Boat While You Shop

• In The Dana Backwater
Browning Rods & Reels

BACKWATER BAIT
  Just South of

Newport, Ohio on Rt. 7

740-473-BAIT

Yo-Zuri
Smallie Beavers

Venom
Senko - Kinami

Garrett Magnum Tubes
Spro Crankbaits & More!

Numerous Tube Colors

100 Count Bags Of Berkley Power Worms 4" & 7"
St. Croix Rods

Catfish Rods & Supplies

Zoom - Yum
Quantum - Okuma

Boogerman - Bandits
Catch 'Em Spinnerbaits

Owner - Gamakatsu
Rods & Reels

Custom Plastics
Jigs & Trailers
Dipping Dye
Do-It Molds
 Splash-its

Snacks & Beverages

In Stock
Year-Round

LIVE
BAIT
Minnows - Shiners

Meal & Wax Worms
 Nightcrawlers

Goldfish

Wave Worms • Slider
Smallie Beavers

Venom • Cabin Creek
Senko • Kinami

Jones Musky Baits
Crane Musky Baits

R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

GUNS - ACCESSORIES
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5PM
Sat 10AM to 2PM

STOP BY & CHECK US OUT!
HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

304-275-1112
901 Court St..

ELIZABETH,WV
30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE

NEW G-5 Prime Bows
QUEST BOWS - From G5

PARKER     G5
EASTON • CARBON EXPRESS ARROWS

Parker & Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV   304-375-2434www.crookedcreekarchery.com

Open 7 Days A Week
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Robbie Gillispie landed an 8 pound 
walleye at Summersville Lake.

   He was soon to be discharged and 
planned on pursuing his dream of 
playing in the majors.  He promised 
to write me when he was brought 
up so I could follow his career.  I 
gave him a business card with my 
phone number and address.
Towards the end of their training a 
military jeep pulled up in our park-
ing lot.  Two non-commissioned 
officers (Sergeants.) came in the 
store.  This was the first time one 
of their vehicles had showed up.
   The same questions were always 
asked by new Marines in the store:  
“Whew!  Is it always this cold 
around here in August?”  We smil-
ingly gave them the same answers 
as the others.
   One of the Sgt.’s said, “I under-

continue to page 13

stand you guys raise some mighty 
tasty trout here?”  He was smiling 
which was a relief.  He went on, 
“Our company commander is on 
his way down here and wants to 
talk to you two.”
   “Uh oh - - we’re in trouble,” we 
thought!
  About that time another jeep 
pulled up.  A lean Marine officer 
got out and came inside the store.  
He introduced himself and his two 

Sergeants and we introduced our-
selves to them.
   The company commander smiled 
and said, “Well, we finally figured 
out what my troops have been sur-
viving on.  Fresh trout, hot coffee 
and snacks!
   “They kept their trips down here a 
secret for a long time.  Swore each 
other to secrecy.
  “Finally one of my Sergeants 



* Areas Largest Stock Of Ammo

* Over 1,400 New Guns in Stock
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E                 D                     L                    PEVERY DAY PRICELOW

OPEN 6:30 AM  Closed Wed & Sun

196 US 33 East,  ELKINS, WV
(304) 636-3430

SPORTING
GOODS

* Over 1,400 New

All New
“AXIS” Rifl es

All AXIS Come With
3x9 Scopes

All Calibers In Stock

Black  $29900
    Camo  $35900

    Stainless   $37900

Coal Miners Tribute Edition H004CM Golden Boy

$74900

We Stock All Henry’s Currently Being Made

New
Vanguard Series #2

Now In Stock

Match Grade, Adj. Trigger, 3 Pos. Safety
Sub-MOA, New Stock, 24” BBL, Blued Finish

240 WBY Mag  ~ $54900

SR 22

FRONT: Ramp 1 Dot    REAR:  Adj 2 DOT

HI POINT PISTOLS

$18900

CAL     MAG     BBL
22LR     10 + 1      3.5”

9mm  
American

Made

Includes
Holster & Gun Case

Box Magazine
22” Barrel

7 in Stock

NEW!!

for 2012

$32900



RIFLES•SHOTGUNS
PISTOLS•AMMO

BOWS
ARCHERY SUPPLIES

OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY • SELL
TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfi sh & More

We Do Gun Transfers
Large Selection

LIVE
BAIT

GAME CHECKING
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK

March  2012 ~ Page 10

Jim Sotts recently landed a 26 and 
27 inch walleye at the Belleville 
Dam.  He was using a hand tied 
hair jig he bought at Old & New 
Sports.  Photo courtesy of Old & New 
Sports in Ravenswood.

DODD’S SPORTING GOODS
103 North Maple St.

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

90 Day
Lay-Away
20% Down

Looking For Hunting Equipment?
Dodd’s Sporting Goods Features

Quality New And Used Guns.

Weatherby • Browning • Kimber • Cooper
 Ruger • Remington • Winchester

Thompson Center • Glock • Springfi eld 
 S&W • Walther • Taurus & More

Archery Supplies
Bowtech • Refl ex • Crossbows

Custom Arrows & Tuning
Easton Arrows

Champion Safes
Fishing Tackle

Rods • Reels & More
Buy • Sell • Trade • Pawn

We Accept Major Credit Cards

Reloading Supplies • Scopes • Holsters
Large Selection of .22 Ammo • Knives

11-6 Mon to Sat

www.doddssportinggoods.com

HI POINT PISTOLS
.380 $119  9MM $159

.40 & .45 $169

www.wvasportsman.net

New Fishing Tackle In Stock!



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline
 • Food & More

• Fishing Tackle • Musky Lures

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5am-8pm Fr

7am-8pm Sat
7am-5pm Sun

Financing Available On Items Over $200
•Long Guns • Safes  90 Days Same As Cash

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
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Safe
Showroom

NEW 
STORE

     
    


 

 
     

     
   
     
    
  

 
 

    
     
       
 
     
   

    

Greg Lieving had success with 
htis 10 point buck.  Photo courtesy of 
Crossroads General Store near Newark.

Tim Long brought in a nice buck.  
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain Sport-
ing Goods in Elkins.

Mail or Email your BIG BUCK photos.  Form is on page 5.  If you have sent one in and it is 
not in this issue, there will be buck photos for the next month.  We appreciate all of the 

photos sent in!  2011 was an outstanding year for HUGE RACKS in WV.

Darrel Ballengee shot  this 11 point 
point buck.  Photo courtesy of Cross-
roads General Store near Newark.



 FISHING SEASON
STARTS AT JERRY’S

Largest Area Selection of 
MATHEWS - HOYT

PSE - PARKER BOWS
         Lots Of Fishing Tackle

Numerous Bows
And Accessories

Over 1,000 Firearms
Shotguns - Rifles - Pistols

10 - 20 - 30 Yard
Indoor Archery Range

Pistol & Rifle
Indoor Gun Range

Complete Line Of Hunting Clothing & Boots
• Scent-lok • ScentBlocker • Under Armour
Carhartt • Columbia • Gamehide • Browning

Mossy Oak • Kings • Georgia & LaCrosse
Womens • Kids and Infant’s Clothing

LAKEWOOD CABINS
Nearby Public Hunting & Fishing
Golf - Biking - Nearby Shopping
 
        • Outside Barbecue Grills
        • Furnished Kitchen
        • Washer & Dryer
        • Peaceful Wooded Area

Between Stonecoal Lake & Stonewall Jackson Lake Resort
 Near Weston, WV

        Reservation Information 304-452-8227

www.TargetJerrys.com

GAME CHECKING STATION - SNACK BAR

TECHNO HUNT INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE
Horner, WV

Georgetown Road - Off  US 33

304-452-8227
6am -9pm DAILY

Flatwoods Outlet Stores
Flatwoods, WV
Exit 67  Off I 79

10am - 9pm Mon - Sat.
Sun.  Noon to 6pm

304-765-5018
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TWO LOCATIONS
Targeting Your Outdoor Needs

Huge Ammo Selection

LARGE SELECTIONS OF RODS • REELS • TACKLE

Huge Selection Of Trout Supplies
Rods - Reels - Lures For All Species Of WV Fish

Full
Selection Of

LIVE BAIT
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STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

GAME CHECKING
Gas - Tires - Groceries - Hardware

Over 50 Years 
In Business

SEARS 
EXXON

Gene Taylor, from Bim, shot a 
black bear.  

continue to the next page

GUNS
• Now
Ordering
• New 
Shipment
Arriving

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

NEW
LOCATION

Hunting & Fishing Supplies
Camo Cothing - Tree Stands - Ammo

Rods & Reels • Daiwa • Quantum • Pfl ueger
Archery • APA • Barnett • Martin • Bear

Camping Equipment

GAME
CHECKING

2 Miles North Of Rt. 60
3069 Millers Ridge Rd.

Off Of Rt. 19
HICO, WV

Former Songer Whitewater Building

(304) 658-4600Mon - Sat 9am to 7pm
Sunday 1pm to 6pm

.380 Cobra Pistol
$150

caught wind of this conspiracy and 
they all fessed up!
  “Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, I can’t tell 
you how much I appreciate how 
welcome you have treated my Ma-
rines!  They love you guys!
  “When this trip was planned 
months ago, we knew we wanted to 
train in a remote area - - but we an-
ticipated warm weather conditions 
in August!  Is it always this cold 
here is August? (We answered).  
Under the unforeseen circumstanc-
es I can’t fault my men for their 
actions here.  In my estimation 
they were surviving.  Personally, 
I couldn’t understand why most 
of them weren’t losing weight (he 
belly laughed)!  Now I know!
  “This couldn’t have been done 
without the Wilson’s generosity!  
My men and I thank you for that!
  “We are pulling out day after to-
morrow.  Tomorrow night we are 
having an end of training dinner 
party on the Elk.”
  He went on to say he wanted to 
order X amount of fi sh, all the beer 
in our coolers, candy bars, pop, 
snacks and cigarettes.
    The company commander marked 

everything up on an offi cial requi-
sition form and said we’d be paid 
just as soon as they returned to gar-

rison.
  We seined the trout and stuffed 



3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Game Checking
Station

Located On Larkmead Rd
Parkersburg, WV    304-863-6962

Parker

BOONE’S BOW SHOPBOONE’S BOW SHOP
•Archery Shoots

•Leagues
•Group

Discounts
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BEAR

Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selection Of

New and Used Guns

Franchi
Benelli

Glock
Kimber

Gold - Platinum - Silver - Jewelry - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Safes - And More!

Leupold - Zeiss Scopes

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             Lay-Aways Available

Two Locations To Serve Your Needs
515 Division St.

Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7298

3408 Dudley Av. 
Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7296

3410 Emerson Av.

Now Handling
Reloading 
Supplies

in garbage bags.  We practically 
cleaned the store out and loaded 
both jeeps.  They had to call for 
another vehicle as everything 
wouldn’t fi t in the two jeeps!
   As they were getting ready to pull 
out, I said, “Sir, may I see the req-
uisition form?”
   I had already discussed this with 
Betty and she agreed.  The offi cer 
handed me the form and with a 
Sharpie pen I X’ed out all the trout 
(well over 100 averaging over 2 
pounds)!
   With a big smile, Betty said, “Din-
ner is on us!”
  I followed with, “This is what 
we think of YOUR and OUR Ma-
rines!”
   They were very grateful! 
   The day the 2nd Marine Recon 
left, we heard the rumble coming 
down the road and saw the dust as 
they got closer.
   All the vehicles stopped in the 
road by the store.  All the marines 
got out of their vehicles and sur-
rounded the store.  The company 
commander approached the porch 
carrying a folded 2nd Recon fl ag! 
He made a speech thanking us and 
unfolded the fl ag.  It contained the 
signatures of every Marine pres-
ent.
   Before leaving he said in a loud 
voice, “THREE CHEERS FOR 
THE WILSON’S!”  Hip Hip Hor-
ray!  Hip Hip Horray!  Hip Hip 
Horray!  They bellowed!

   I’ve never had a fuzzy feeling like 
that in my life!  Never will!
   I know we both had tears roll-

ing down our faces as they pulled 
away.
                   Story by Jim Wilson

Heather and Greg Grant both scored nice deer on the same day in Wood.
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Wayne Harper shot a 13 point buck.  
Photo courtesy of Reese’s Country Store 
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Rt. 2  South of  St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

2011 Boats Now In Stock
Great Selection Of Used Bass Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

G 3 Boats

������������������������

•G 3 Aluminum

Ranger Boats
5 Star Dealer

Top 100

#1 In District Total Horse Power Dealer

after you verify that it is unloaded 
and the cylinder or action is open. 
Take a gun from someone only af-
ter you verify that it is unloaded 
and the cylinder or action is open.
  Guns, alcohol and drugs don’t 
mix. Alcohol and drugs can nega-
tively affect judgment as well as 
physical coordination. Alcohol 
and any other substance likely to 
impair normal mental or physical 
functions should not be used before 
or while handling guns. Avoid han-
dling and using your gun when you 
are taking medications that cause 
drowsiness or include a warning to 
not operate machinery while taking 

  The loud noise from a fi red gun 
can cause hearing damage, and 
the debris and hot gas that is often 
emitted can result in eye injury. Al-
ways wear ear and eye protection 

GUNS AND CHILDREN--HAND-
GUN OWNER RESPONSIBILI-

Summary of Safe Storage Laws 

  You may be guilty of a misde-
meanor or a felony if you keep a 
loaded fi rearm within any prem-
ises that are under your custody or 
control and a child under 18 years 

Nov. 24 – Dec. 11 and Dec. 29 – 
31. Bag limits vary among counties 
and will be one, two or four antler-
less deer. Hunters may take only 
one deer per day; therefore, a buck 
and an antlerless deer may not be 

  Black bear seasons have been 
expanded with 10 counties open 
Nov. 22 – Dec. 4 during the buck 
season and concurrent antlerless 
deer season. A hunter may bag one 
bear and one deer on the same day 
during the concurrent seasons in 
those counties. See the 2010-2011 
Hunting and Trapping Regulations    

  All deer must be field tagged and 
checked in within 72 hours of the 
time of kill or within 24 hours of 
the close of the season, whichever 
comes first. Additional deer may 
not be taken until all previously 
taken deer have been checked. 

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. – 
The West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources Wildlife Resources 
Section is requesting original wild-
life art for the 2012 edition of the 
award-winning WVDNR Wildlife 
Calendar, according to WVDNR 
Wildlife Resources Section Chief 
Curtis I. Taylor. The deadline for 
submission of artwork is Febru-
ary 15, 2011.  A high resolution 
electronic image or a 35-mm color 
slide of each entry must be submit-
ted by this date.  Artists may send 
in multiple entries.
  “This is our 27th calendar and it 
offers a wonderful opportunity for 
artists to feature their work.  Be-
sides distribution in West Virginia, 
our calendars are enjoyed by peo-
ple all over the United States and 
are sent to several countries around 
the world,” said Taylor.
  Artists are encouraged to submit 
paintings of a wide variety of wild-
life topics. These may depict popu-
lar game and fish species or feature 
the state’s diverse array of wildlife. 
Paintings depicting lesser-known 
animals such as snakes, frogs, tur-

WV DNR Seeks Paintings For 2012 Calendar

Brandon Plumley caught a 19 1/2 
“ New River smallmouth in Feb.  
Photo courtesy of PC Bait & Tackle in 
Hinton.

tles, salamanders, bats, songbirds, 
small mammals as well as nongame 
fish are also encouraged. 
   Artists are reminded that the cal-
endar format is horizontal with 
measurements of 14 inches by 11 
inches and should keep this ratio 
in mind when creating paintings. 
Paintings not chosen in previous 

years may be resubmitted.  “Just 
because the artwork is not select-
ed one year doesn’t mean it will 
not be selected in the future,” said 
Taylor.  “Often, there are several 
submissions of a particular species 
and only one can be used in a given 
year.”

continue to the next page
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Mike Shrader hooked a 6 pound, 
3 oz. smallmouth.  Photo courtesy of 
Three Rivers Edge in Hinton.

Lane Wins Bassmaster Classic

2012

SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER CITY, 
La. — “Go, Chris Lane!”
  As he stepped off the 2012 Bass-
master Classic stage on Sunday, 
Bobby Lane bellowed his brother’s 
name. Bobby had just been knocked 
out of contention. He knew Chris 
still had a good chance.
  More than good. Chris Lane of 
Guntersville, Ala., won the Bass-
master Classic Sunday by more 
than 3 pounds, fending off hard-
charging Greg Vinson. Lane’s 
victory was his second Bassmas-
ter tournament title of 2012. Each 
came with a qualification for the 
2013 Classic.
  Lane brought 51 pounds, 6 ounces 
to the scales over three days to claim 
the 2012 crown of professional bass 
fishing and the $500,000 first-place 
prize. It was his first Classic win.
  Vinson, of Wetumpka, Ala., had 
a 47-15 total. Finishing third was 
first-day leader Keith Poche of Pike 
Road, Ala., with 45-15. Fourth was 
2008 Classic champ Alton Jones of 
Woodway, Texas, whose tourna-
ment total was 45-14. Ott DeFoe of 
Knoxville, Tenn., shot from 15th to 
finish fifth with 44-14.
  Lane started strong and stayed 
strong in the Red River competi-
tion that pitted 49 of the world’s 
best anglers against each other. 

Lane was sixth after the first day 
— tied at 16-4 with brother Bobby 
— then moved up into the lead af-
ter the second day with a 1-pound 
lead over Vinson, who continued to 
chase Lane into the final round.
  Lane said he was exhausted as he 
waited in the wings for his turn at 
the scales on the Classic stage at 

the CenturyLink Center in Bossier 
City.
  “I’m ready to weigh these fish 
right now to see if I’ve won my first 
Bassmaster Classic,” Lane said. “I 
put everything on the line today. I 
felt I fished flawlessly today. I left 
everything I had to give on the wa-

ontinue to the next page
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loan

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON

DO YOU SUPPORT CROSSBOWS IN WV?

www.wvcrossbowhunters.com

The West Virginia Crossbow Hunters
Association believes that all hunters
have the right to choose to hunt with

a crossbow, compound bow or a
longbow during archery season.

Visit our website and join for FREE.
A petition can be signed also.

Name_________________________________________

City________________________________ St_________

If you are in favor of a WV season for all hunters, sign 
this form and mail - Clip out form - Or sign up online

Mail To: Crossbows  P.O. Box 1714  Parkersburg, WV 26102

Tom Cano (left), from Clarksburg 
shot this great Ohio buck.

HOUSE FOR SALE
3 Bedroom House

Excellent Condition.  Turkey Bone Road 
and Route 15, Monterville.WV

Randolph County.  Less than 1 mile to 
new Elkfork Lake opening in 2012.
5 miles to Elk River at Elk Springs
Resort.  4 miles to 9,000 plus acre

Kumbrabow State Forest.  New roof
and vinyl siding.  4,000 ft. elevation.
Outside dimensions 30x110 ft on 1/4

acre.  $49,900.  Contact Jim or
Betty Wilson.  304-339-6576

bjwilson@frontier.net

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman

Reach Thousands Of Customers
Details on Page 3

continue to the next page

ter.”
  Lane’s catch Sunday was 15 
pounds, 14 ounces, which came 
from two areas of Red River back-
waters. He picked his fi rst stop as 
the Sullivan’s area in Pool 4. With-
out much to show for the decision, 
Lane was on the verge of leaving 
to see if his second stop upriver 
in Pool 5 might hold better bass, 
but his instincts told him to stick 
around a few more minutes. It paid 
off with what proved to be a 6-10, 
his biggest of the day. By the time 
he left Pool 4, he had most of his 
day’s weight.
  “I’ll never again second-guess a 
decision I make when fi shing,” he 
said. “I listened to what my instincts 
told me to do, and it was right.”
  He named two lures for helping 
him to victory. One was a Luck “E” 
Strike G4, a tube with a surprise in-
side. It has a new inner laminate of a 
contrasting chartreuse color (which 
Lane helped design) and the tube’s 
tentacles fl ash alternating colors on 

the fall. His other go-to lure was a 
Gambler Ugly Otter, a three-paddle 
soft plastic. He fl ipped the tube in 
shallow, stained water; he worked 
the Otter slowly in clearer water.
  Vinson, an Elite pro who cel-
ebrated the birth of his fi rst child 
just weeks ago, said he had the 
numbers of small bass but not the 
quality he needed out of the one 
shallow backwater area he stuck to 
all three days.
  “I culled a lot, but only an ounce 
at a time. I needed to be culling 
pounds at a time,” he said.
  Vinson, who brought in 13-7 on 
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WABASH TRADING POST
CHAINSAW ART FIGURES

MUSKY 
LURES

Over 170
Cobb’s Lures
• Jones & More

Custom Made 
Chainsaw
Art Figures

• In Stock & Made 
To Order

101 Front Street
WEST UNION, WV

(304) 873-2319
E-Mail: wabashtradingpost@gmail.com

Hunting & Fishing Supplies
• Rods & Reels (Reel Repair)
• Air Gun Hunting Rifl es (Gunsmith)
• Ammunition  -  Archery Equipment
• Knives - Handmade Knives
• Fishing Tackle - Lures 
• Live Bait  - Consignment Sales

OPEN 9am-6pm Mon - Sat
1pm-6pm Sun

GUNS

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING
* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 

Jayco
2456 Route 21 South

RIPLEY, WV
866-372-1323www.newadventurerv.com

Eddie Ramsey shot a good buck.

on Sunday, said he fi shed cleanly 
and was satisfi ed with his tourna-
ment — no regrets, no errors.
   “I felt I had the area to win but 
it came down to it not giving up 
enough quality bites,” said Vin-
son, who stuck to one area all three 
days.
  Otherwise, the area looked like 
the perfect setup. The fi sh were 
in a wintertime mode under mat-
ted vegetation when he fi rst found 
the spot in practice. By Day One 
of the Classic, the bass had moved 
to nearby stumps, setting up to 
spawn.
  “That made them very aggres-
sive and they were feeding off the 
large amount of baitfi sh in there. I 
caught them really good (17-12),” 
he said.
  By Day Two, the bass has shifted 
into a full spawn, throwing another 
challenge at Vinson to adapt. He 
had to slow down and sight-fi sh. 
Each afternoon, more fi sh moved 
in and his late bite was what he 
looked forward to.
  But on Sunday, the fi sh had not 
yet moved up when Vinson decid-
ed he must leave to ensure he could 
lock back up to Pool 5 and check 
in on time.
  “I didn’t see that new group of fi sh 
coming up until about 12:45, and I 
had to be out of there by no later 
than 1:30. I didn’t have enough 

time to capitalize on those fi sh,” he 
said.
  Vinson’s lure arsenal included a 
NetBait Paca Craw in Cajun craw 
or black shadow colors; a NetBait 
Saltlick in black neon and in wa-
termelon red; and a Bandit 100, a 
1/4-ounce square-bill crankbait in 
chartreuse-black; and a 5/16-ounce 
War Eagle spinnerbait in chartreuse 
and white.
  “I used a trailer hook on it, and 

continue to the next page



  BASS SPORTSMAN 2012 - TEAM TOURNAMENTS
OHIO RIVER TEAM

4/1  Moundsviile
4/22  Moundsville
5/12  St. Marys

5/26  Moundsville
6/16  Moundsville
7/15  Moundsville
7/29  St. Marys

8/12  Moundsville
8/26  Moundsville

9/9  St. Marys

Championship
9/22 & 9/23

10/7  Moundsville
10/21  Moundsville

1st 9 Event
$100 per Team
$10 Big Bass

Championship  
Top 50 Teams
$125 per Team

Burnsville Lake  4/21  $100 per Team  $10 Big Bass

Full Moon Night Tournaments
6/2   7/7   9/1   

All Events $125 per Team  $20 Big Bass
Battle Run Ramp - Summersville Lake

Kings of the Lakes
8/18 & 8/19  Sutton Lake & Burnsville Lake

$125 per Team - Free Big Bass

Entry Forms Will Be Printed Soon

Keith Chapman, from Hurricane, 
shot a nice 10 point Putnam buck.  
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that was important because the fish 
often just swatted at it, they weren’t 
trying to eat it,” he said.
  Poche, fishing his first Classic, 
said he had a surprise at one point 
Sunday: He slipped into the water 
as he reached to lip a 4-pounder.
  “I actually had it for a second, but 
it came unbuttoned and I fell in the 
water after it,” he said. But that was 
early in the day. He boated about 
15 fish all day to build his 16-10 
bag, a showing that put him in con-
tention for the crown up until the 

final minutes.
  Poche fished Sullivan’s area of 
Pool 4, far in the back in a clearwa-
ter pond loaded with stumps, grass 
and fish. He had to run skinny wa-
ter to reach it, kicking mud to clear 
a hump.
  He pinpointed what he felt was his 
downfall.
  “I didn’t execute on Day Two. If I 
had, it would have been lights out, 
game over today,” he said.
  Carhartt Big Bass honors went to 
Poche for his a 6-pound, 13-ounce 

largemouth on Day One. The bo-
nus is $1,000 for largest bass of the 
tournament.
  Defending champ Kevin VanDam 
of Kalamazoo, Mich., finished with 
40-10 in 11th place, pulling up from 
18th place on Saturday.
  “I just had a tough first day as far 
as executing,” VanDam said. “To-
day I caught all the bites I had, so I 
had a better day, but you just can’t 
have a bad day at this level against 
these guys.”
  VanDam is a four-time Classic 
winner who has qualified for 22 
consecutive championships. After 
winning in 2010 and 2011, Van-
Dam had been trying for a record 
third consecutive Classic title.

Young Brock Mitchell, from Roa-
noke, blasted a fine 8 point buck.



#4 Tracker Dealer 
In The USA For 2011

 We are proud to offer our 
 Tracker Boats at the same 
 price as Bass Pro Shops

LARGE SELECTION OF JON BOATS IN STOCK
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• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-269-5813

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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GUN SHOP & HEATED INDOOR RANGE
Over 29 Years Of Service!
Always  On “Target”

NRA
Firearms
Safety

Classes
Home
Of The

“Gun Guys”

3647 Collins Ferry Road
Morgantown,  WV

304-599-1556

MARSTILLER’S
2563 RITTER DRIVE

On Rt. 19
SHADY SPRING, WV

304-763-3109

JBC ARCHERY
INDOOR SHOOTING RANGE

Hoyt • Darton • PSE • Alpine
20 Yard Indoor Range • Ammo
Complete Archery Pro Shop

Arrows - Muzzleloaders - Fishing
10 am to 6pm Mon - Thur & Sat

10am to 5pm Friday

Game
Check

www.wvasportsman.net    It’s FREE

Colin Greathouse, from Walton, 
went to Roane Co. for a 10 point.  

www.jbcarchery.com

BACK ISSUES FROM 2006 ON ARE THERE TOO

Brad (dad) and Gene (son) Taylor show a 10 & 9 point the last day of gun 
season in Lincoln County.
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • T-C Encore • Traditions • CVA • Thompson Center
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A • Liberty 

Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

Mathews • Martin
Bear • PSE • Mission

Whisper Creek

BOW
SHOP

Hunting
Boots

Gun Cases

BUY • TRADE • PAWN

Guns • Pistols • Bows • Knives
Safes • Fishing Rods & Reels

Tackle • Camo Clothing • Scents
Gortex Clothing • Dog Supplies

Trapping • Custom Arrows • More
BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Georgia 

 Browning - Handyman - Irsih Setter - Danner

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Liberty &
Remington Safes

SPORTING 
GOODS

LIVE BAIT
• MINNOWS - WORMS - MORE
• RODS & REELS - TACKLE
    BASS - CATFISH - TROUT
• ARCHERY BOWS • SUPPLIES
• CAMPING EQUIPMENT
• SPORTING GOODS
• HUNTING SUPPLIES

304-872-4141
9AM TO 6PM MON-SAT.

1PM TO 6PM SUN

JOHNSON’S

3003 WEBSTER RD.
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

New & Useed Guns

Free On The Internet - www.wvasportsman.net

Fishing Boats 

Carl Massey brought in a giant 
Calhoun Co. 10 point. Photo courtesy 
of Holbert’s Store in Big. Bend.

Samuel Mills went to Wirt Co. for 
this heavy 8 pointer.  Photo courtesy 
of Holbert’s Store in Big. Bend.

Gary Brown used a gun for this 
quality buck.  Photo courtesy of  Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.
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Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

23 Years Experience

304-473-0752

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

Buckhannon, WV

 Accepting Major Credit Cards

Full Time/Award Winning  Master 
Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap

COME SEE US AT THE BOAT SHOW!
Charleston Civic Center February 17-19

PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

PRICES BELOW INCLUDE: Honda 50 4-STROKE, TRAILER, 
STORAGE COVER, FREIGHT, PREP, AND MUCH MORE!

I-64 Exit 8, then 4.5 miles south
Lavalette, West Virginia

 www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
 (304)525-4556

18’ 20’

$194/MO.*

22’

$22,999$22,999$19,999$19,999

24’

 #1 PONTOON DEALER IN WV

*Payments include WV tax & title fees. 
120 Months, 6.99%, 10% down, W.A.C.

$255/MO.*$211/MO.*

$17,485$17,485$16,985$16,985$189/MO.*

Always wear a personal flotation device while 
boating, and read your owner’s manual.

BOATS POWERED BY Honda OUTBOARDS

Jason Ervin, from Tornado, went to Kanawha County for this bow 8 pt.

Hunter McWhorter went to Lewis 
County fo r this 8 pt. - 146 2/8.

Ty Carter, from Raveswood, used a 
bow for this 10 point buck.



THE BOW SHOP
   MATTHEWS • HOYT • DIAMOND • BOWTECH

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

“Home of The World Champions”

304-622-8440 Open 10AM to 9PM M-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

OHIO
HUNTING

PROPERTY

80 ACRES
WASHINGTON COUNTY

Timber - Building Area
City Water

$125,000
304-679 5744 - 304-588-1067

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS
 Gold Tip Carbon 
XX75Aluminum 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-592-1302
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

BIG BUCK CONTEST
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continue to the next page

Full Automatic Gun Now?

20 OR 40 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE

TRIPLE J’S SPORTING GOODS

triplejssportinggoods.com                                                   Email: triplejssg@aol.

(304)756-1489
Bows: Martin • Rytera • Maitland • Winchester
Bow Shop - Archery Supplies - Crossbows

Monday to Saturday 12pm to 8pm

233 Keeling Road - Off Rt. 214
Sumerco, WV 

Courtney Bowles scored her fi rst 
buck in Putnam County.

  I’d like to start by saying that this 
product is going to shock you like 
nothing you have ever seen. I don’t 
know what the future of it will be, 
and I don’t think that anyone does 
at this point. At present it comes 
with an ATF letter saying that it is 
a legal AR-15 accessory, and sev-
eral thousand have been sold. The 
use of “simulated automatic fi re” 
here are my words, not those of the 
manufacturer. There isn’t going to 
be any way to get around what this 
thing does and I think it is best to 
call it what it is.
The Slide Fire is a $369 replace-
ment stock for your AR-15 that 
when used properly, simulates au-

Editors Note:  Recently an adver-
tiser, WV Gun and Pawn in Ripley- 
pg. 5, mentioned he wanted Slide 
Fire stocks in his ad.  Very unusual 
device.

tomatic fi re. Since the invention 
of the semi-automatic rifl e people 
have been learning to do what is 
called “bump fi ring” the gun. You 
hold the gun in a loose way and al-
low it to rock back and forth against 
the trigger fi nger, which simulates 
automatic fi re. It is fun, but it burns 
a lot of ammo without any real abil-
ity to aim at anything.
  The inventor of the Slide Fire, 
Jeremiah Cottle, a US Air Force 
veteran of three confl icts, took the 
bump fi re concept and eliminat-
ed all of the variables that makes 
bump fi ring impractical. The result 
is a product that bump fi res per-
fectly, is completely controllable, 
every time, with no special train-
ing. There are no permanent modi-
fi cations to the gun and installation 
of the Slide Fire does not impair 
function of the rifl e at all.
  “The Slide Fire simply allows you 
to shoot as fast as you want to,” ex-
plains Mr. Cottle. “ You can shoot 
one round, 2 rounds, 3 rounds, 15 
rounds or a full magazine. It isn’t 



MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North

Sutton,wv
Phone:  (304) 765-7325   (800) 640-7329

Suzuki
Honda

Yamaha 
Can-Am

ATV’s                    Motorcycles            

Rt. 33 East
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com
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IT’S BOAT SEASON AT MID-STATE MARINA

G3
Aluminum

Aaron Hurd, from Akron, got a nice 
10 point in Calhoun County.

continue to the next page

SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
OVER 39 YEARS
 EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV
ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

governed by a mechanical auto-
sear. There are no moving parts in 
the Slide Fire and no springs. You 
hold your fi nger on the trigger rest 
and push forward to fi re the gun. 
It is not automatic. Nothing is au-
tomatic. You actively fi re every 
round, and if you stop pushing for-
ward or you take your fi nger off the 
trigger the gun stops fi ring. It just 
helps you fi re the gun in semi-au-
tomatic very fast. You don’t need 
an auto-sear. You can fi re the gun 
yourself as fast as you want. ”
  If you have been around these 
parts a while you may remember 
another bump fi re device that came 
onto the market in 2005, and that it 
too had at ATF letter when it fi rst 
shipped. Several months down the 
road the ATF rescinded their letter 
and banned the device, which was 
called the Akins Accelerator. The 

customer list of the company was 
taken by ATF and every purchaser 
had to send back the springs from 
the device along with an affi davit 
that it was no longer working or 
something. I never got one and I 
don’t know about the operation of 
it and how it worked. But I do know 
that it was for the Ruger 10/22, not 
for an AR-15. I asked Mr. Cottle 
about his device and if he thought 
the same thing was going to hap-
pen to the Slide Fire that happened 
to the Akins Accelerator.
  “I don’t think so,” he said, “but 
you never know. “ The major dif-
ference in the actual time-line of 
the invention is that Akins never 
sent the ATF the actual product that 
was sold to the public. The one he 
submitted was on a different gun 
at the time and it didn’t work very 
well. When the ATF later tested the 
consumer device it wasn’t the same 
thing that they had issued their let-
ter on, and it worked really well, so 
they felt they had a perfect right to 
ban it outright, despite the letter. 
With the Slide Fire I sent them an 
early prototype, got the go-ahead 
from them, then sent the complet-
ed product when it was ready for 
the consumer market. They tested 
the actual stock that you buy and 
that is what they issued the letter 

on. There are no loopholes here. 
We followed the rules. If the ATF 
wants to now come and ban the 
Slide Fire, they basically have to 
modify the defi nition of a machine-
gun. The Slide Fire is simply a high 
quality 33% glass nylon AR stock 
with no moving parts, period. The 
only thing fi ring the gun is you. 
Nobody can predict what the ATF 
is going to do about anything, but 
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Hillbilly Hunting Beagles
AKC Pups & Hunting Dogs

Garmin GPS • Diamond Deluxe • Tri-Tronics 
King • Easy Loader • Vinyl Flooring Wire For Kennels
David Dewees (304) 545-3820  Curt Casto (304) 988-0482

2178 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV  25248

New Building Tin
3’ x 8’ - $12 per Sheet
3’ x 10’ - $14.25 per Sheet
3’ x 12’ - $16.75 per Sheet

26
Ga.

All Types of New & Used Steel
Square Tubing & Pipes

Plywood
3/4 - $23
1/2 - $16

O.S.B.
3/4 - $22
5/8 - $19

T-111
5/8 - $26

Luan - $9.25
2x4 2x6 2x8 2x10 All Sizes

Stocking Treated Lumber
Prices Subject To Change

We Buy Ginseng
Copper • Brass • Iron

& Other Metals

RRHAMCO
Rt. 2 Box 484
Grafton, WV 304-265-0026

Rubber Roofing Cut To Size
12’ - $17  10’- $14  8’ - $12

WE BUY SCRAP METAL

ADVERTISE
• LOW RATES

• OVER THREE MILLION PRINTED
• DISTRIBUTED TO OVER 200 LOCATIONS 

EACH MONTH

OWNED & OPERATED IN WV

 W. Va Sportsman
     Details On Page 3

Reach Interested Customers

www.wvasportsman.net  Free Online  Back Issues To 2006

continue to the next page

from our side we have done every-
thing by the book. ”
  All we can do from here out is 
wish Mr. Cottle the best with his in-
vention, and hope that the ATF lets 
us keep our cool toy. The inven-
tion came in the aftermath of three 
life saving brain surgeries after Mr. 
Cottle was injured in action dur-
ing Operation Enduring Freedom. 
Forced to take some time off from 
life to recover he found himself 
back where his grandparents grew 
up, and with time to go shooting. 
The idea came from Divine Inspi-
ration says Mr. Cottle, and he had 
a working prototype within two 
hours. Two years and 8 revisions 
made with rapid prototyping and 
the commercial version of the Slide 
Fire became a reality. It was offi-
cially released earlier this year.
Just How Good Is It?
  This is the million dollar question 
of course, and the answer is more 
detailed that you might imagine. 
That is our resident US Army Snip-
er Ben Becker in the video, and it 
took him about 2 magazines to get 

the gun to run as quickly as you see 
there. The secret is that you have 
keep your finger on that rest that 
is on the other side of the trigger 
guard. Then you simply push the 
forend forward. The push motion 
becomes your trigger and as above, 
that push can be one shot to a whole 
magazine with complete control. 
It’s like push, puuush, puuuuuush, 
puush puush, puuuuuush and the 
rounds grind out. When you first 
try it, concentrate on the finger and 
keeping it down on the rest, as you 
see in the pictures.
  Muzzle climb and accuracy are 
surprisingly manageable. Mr. Cot-
tle claims that it is because of the 

The Slide Fire stock is pictured be-
low the gun.

1⁄2 inch of travel in the stock. It 
does absorb some recoil, but the 
thinking is that the body naturally 
adjusts to the muzzle climb because 
of the time involved in the travel 
as well. It sounds like marketing 
bunk, but Ben and I recently shot 
a good deal of full auto weapons 
at range day before SHOT show 
and we both found that the Slide 



PC BAIT & TACKLE

PC Bait & Tackle  304-466-1444

L
I
V
E

B
A
I
T

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

Archery Bows & Supplies • Musky Tackle • Marine Products

250 Greenbrier Drive - HINTON, WV
Greenbrier Chalets

On The Greenbrier River
www.greenbriercabins.com

304-466-3536

Pipestem Country Campgounds
On Rt. 20

www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-9121
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TROPHY BUCK DISPLAY - BOOKING FOR SHOWS NOW
• EUROPEAN SKULL CLEANING
   WITH DERMESTID BEETLES
• FULL TIME AWARD WINNING
  TAXIDERMIST
• FULL LINE OF TAXIDERMY
• FISH-MAMMALS-AFRICAN
  DEER - BEAR & MORE

ELLIOT MILLIONE
FAIRMONT, WV

H- 304-363-5247
C- 304-365-0780

zippywild0780@yahoo.com

WOODS & WATER TAXIDERMY Deer Shoulder Mount $350

continue to the next page

Richard Smith took an 8 point.  
Photo courtesy of Holbert’s Store in Big 
Bend.

Fire on an AR was at least twice as 
manageable as a full-auto SCAR, 
and even the KRISS.
Function and Durability
   As you can see from the pictures, 
the Slide Fire slides onto your stan-
dard M4 sliding butt-stock, over 
the tube that is already on the gun. 
The company suggests that Mil-
Spec tubes are best because the 
stock will click into the 5th detent, 
whereas on many consumer ARs it 
will go into the 6th, which makes it 
feel not as tight. I forgot to check 
which detent it fell into on our 
STAG Arms AR-15 on which we 
tested. Also, some consumer ARs, 
most notably Bushmasters, do not 
have standard thickness tubes and 
they can fit tight, impairing func-
tion. Slide Fire Solutions sells re-
placement Mil-Spec tubes on their 
website that will fit any AR for only 
an extra $24.95. And it comes with 
the special wrench you need.
   If you have an AR with an A2 type 
stock, the ones that look like regu-
lar rifle stocks and are not adjust-
able, Slide Fire will soon be selling 
a kit to convert your AR to the col-
lapsible tube type with everything 
you need, including wrenches. The 
kit will I believe sell for only about 
$45.
   My first question when I first saw 
the videos on the Slide Fire web-
site was how durable is this thing? 
It is plastic after all, and there is a 
whole lot of shakin’ goin’ on. Mr. 
Cottle assured me that they had 
fired 25,000 rounds with the current 
version with no degradation at all. 
They have also run them over with 
trucks, pried them with bars, and 
they just don’t break. At the time 
of my interview Slide Fire had sold 
about 3,000 units, and to date none 
had come back. The small amount 
of customer service that the devices 
have required were generally about 

people who shot them too much 
without cleaning the guns, and the 
guns jammed. That didn’t happen 
in our STAG. It acted like it was 
built for the speed.
  Lefties, you will be happy to note 
that there is left handed version of 
the Slide Fire, and you will need it 
to fire the device correctly. The fin-
ger rest has to be on the other side 
of the rifle for it to work. STAG is 
the only maker of lefty ARs and we 
had hoped to have some lefty vid-
eo for the article, but the lefty gun 
didn’t get here in time. You’ll have 
to use your imagination.
  You will not need a gunsmith to 
install the SSAR-15 from Slide 
Fire. It comes with a long Allen 

wrench to remove the grip screw 
(our STAG was a flathead) and the 
grip slides right off. The only thing 



P.O. BOX 120
GREENVILLE, WV 24945

Call or Write For Info:

304-832-6635

Spring Gobbler
Hunts Booking Now

14 Acre
Fishing Lake

Lodging Available At
Our Lodge -  With Meals

Trophy Whitetail
Red Stag
Buffalo
Ram
Doe

Hunt Whitetail Deer& Other Game 
September Through April

Now Booking Hunts
At Our Hunting Preserve

Mountain Meadow
Shooting Preserve

14 Acre
Fishing 

Lake
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WILD BOAR 
HUNTS

WILD BOAR 
HUNTS

Spanish Goat
Fallow Deer
Red Stag
Buffalo
Boar
Ram

Wild Boar

$495

www.mountainmeadow.net

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman
Details on page 3

Bobby Mitchell shot a big buck.  
Photo courtesy of Tri Lakes in Walkers-
ville.

you have to be careful with is the 
spring from the safety, which is held 
in by the grip on an AR. When you 
remove the grip the spring comes 
out. The Slide Fire comes with a 
block that goes over this grip hold-
ing rib, and the block holds down 
the safety spring. Then you just lift 
the nib that holds your stock in the 
detent on your AR, slide your stock 
off the back and slide the SSAR-15 
on. It has it’s own lever on the bot-
tom that holds the stock in the de-
tent and when turned will also lock 
the stock stiff.
  We only tested the right handed 
version, and only on a .223/556 
AR. It does work on pistol calibers, 
but it does not work with .22LR 
conversions or uppers. There just 
isn’t enough recoil in the .22LR to 
make the gun work properly.
  So dust off the reloading press 
guys and girls. As it says on the 

Slide Fire Solutions website, this 
product is known to cause uncon-
trollable smiles.

21 Years In Business
• Over 3 Million Printed
• Over 1 Million Miles

Driven 

Rick Hopkins shot a 10 point with 
a muzzleloader.  Photo courtesy of 
Holbert’s Store in Big Bend.
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Parker’s Safe Sales
80 to 90
In Stock

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor

S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes

740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70  S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles

Belmont, Ohio

Murray’s
Lures & Trapping Supplies

304-275-TRAP
www.murrayslures.com

UPS Service Available
Trapping • Lure Scents • Oils • Urine • Traps • Triggers
Baseplates • T-bar Springs • Links • Trapline Supplies
Trap Holders • Trap Bedder • Trap Tags • Snaring Books
Fleshing Tool • Push Pins • Sure Locks • Boots & Clothing
Game Calling Supplies • Assorted Books • Videos and Much More
Hawbaker • Carman’s • Burkhart’s • Sleepy Creek • Duke • Bridger 
    Call or Visit Our Website - Shipments Will Be Sent UPS

RIVERVIEW DOG
SUPPLIES & FEED

• BLAZER
• NITE LITE
• COMPETITION
• DOG BOXES & HOUSES
• ABOVE GROUND KENNELS

• DC 30 & 40 GARMIN

BAGS OF CORN
DOG FEED

DOG SUPPLIES
TRAIL CAMERAS

AMMUNITION
FEED FOR ALL ANIMALS

“Anything for the Houndsman”

1 Mile West of 

Grantsville, WV
304-532-2174
304-354-7014

CHEAT TROUT TRIPS
Guide Trips From Rowlesburgh Up 

& Including The 5 Forks Of The 
Cheat River Through The

Monongalia National Forest

For Info Call:
304-864-3390

Rt 1 Box 113A
Independence, WV

26374

• Catfish Trips

Justin Hutchinson got a big coyote.  
Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Eliza-
beth. 

continue to the next page

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
– The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (DNR) will be 
hosting its 7th Annual West Vir-
ginia State Archery in the Schools 
(AIS) Tournament Saturday, 
March 24, 2012, at the Charleston 
Civic Center. The DNR anticipates 
nearly 800 students from across 
the state will be participating mak-
ing this the largest indoor youth ar-
chery tournament ever held in West 
Virginia.
 The AIS Program is the DNR’s 
largest and fastest growing educa-
tional program, reaching more than 
60,000 students through the partic-
ipation of nearly 300 schools.
 “Since the DNR implemented the 
program in 2004, more than 2,000 
students have participated in six 
state tournaments. Several hun-
dred have qualified and competed 
at the National Tournaments held 
in Louisville, KY.  This year we 

had several students participate in 
the World Tournament in Orlando, 
FL,” according to AIS Program 
Coordinator Krista Snodgrass of 
the DNR Wildlife Resources Sec-
tion. 
 “With the interest in our state 
tournament, we’re encouraging all 
participating schools to start work-
ing with their students now to get 
their registration material in before 
the February 24th deadline,” said 
Snodgrass. “We are encouraging 
all parents, principals and teachers 
to actively support their AIS Pro-
gram and consider coming to this 
year’s tournament. Schools can at-
tend even if they do not have a full 
team of 12 co-ed students; schools 
can still be represented by sending 
students to participate in the Indi-
vidual Division.”
  Schools that have trained AIS in-
structors but have not yet purchased 
archery equipment still have the 

opportunity to participate in the 
tournament. “Certified instructors 
may volunteer to help with the 
tournament,” said Snodgrass. “In 
fact, it provides instructors first-
hand knowledge of what goes on 
at a tournament, which would be of 
great benefit to their school.

           

Archery In The Schools
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TO RENT!
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Rent Me!
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Rent Me for $99

We have the largest fleet of rental boats on the lake - 50 in all! Including Kayaks, Jon 
Boats, Bass Boats, and Pontoon Boats. Available by the hour, half day, full day, or 24 

hours, or monthly. Dry storage and field storage is also available for your boat.
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Carolina King Retreat & Marina
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CARDINAL
PAWNBROKERS • SPORTING GOODS

1221 S. EISENHOWER DRIVE
B E C K L E Y,  W V
304-253-7357

“Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selections”

  Archer y  Pro  Shop

Bow Tuning • Custom Arrows • Accessories

MORRELL Targets
Parker • Carbon Express

Stryker Crossbows
• Guns  •  Ammo  • Scopes

• Fishing Tackle  

“We Trade Guns”

Mathews  Bowtech  Parker  
Diamond  Mission G5 Prime

New Indoor Test
Shooting Range
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Randall Riffle brought in a nice 10 
point buck.  Photo courtesy of Tri-Lakes 
in Walkersville.

Billy Murtha shot a massive 12 
point buck.  Photo courtesy of Cross-
roads General Store near Newark.

Vintage Stone Of WV
www.vintagestonewv.com

Best Price - Best Quality & Better Selections
Guaranteed Installation Of Veneering Stone.

Patio’s, walkways, indoor and outdoor fireplaces,
outdoor kitchens, hardscapes.  We also offer easy to 

install-mortarless rock panel systems.

Building Stone
Veneer

  Favorite Among
  Architects
  Designers

  Home Owners
  Builders

     

Quick Stack
Random Stack
River Bottom
Field Stone
Limestone

Appalachian Cut
Rubble

Classic Stack
And More

Route 3
NIMITZ, WV

304-466-3077

Installations
In WV & Area

FREE ESTIMATES

Sean Cullen took a nice Mason 
County buck.  
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CABIN RENTAL

RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Beverages

Snack Items
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco

“NEW Giant Selection Of Fishing Tackle In Stock”
PSE & MARTIN Bows • Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Allen Broadheads
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders

Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane  Exchange

 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

North Mountain Vacation Rentals
Located Off Rt.28/55 on Smokehole Rd.

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   304-257-5411
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.com

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.comwww.northmountainrentals.com

Hunters and
Fishermen 
Welcome.

Amanda Simmons hooked a big 
Stonewall Jackson Lake bass. 

22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV 
26201

(304) 472-4100
Johnny Nestor trapped some fox 
and a coon.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Randy Williams shot a  12 point.

Doug Cowgill bagged a big buck.  
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain Sport-
ing Goods in Elkins.
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 • Viper Archery • Muzzy • G5 • Wildlife Research • Merrell
Code Blue • Carbon Express • Hunters Specialties • Summit • Rage

Ammunition • Guns (Ordered) • Full Line Archery
  - Nightcrawlers - Meal Worms • More

  Bass - Musky - Trout - Panfish Lures
Powell Rods • Jackall Lures • Skeet Reese Rods • Zoom • Warrior

War Eagle • Yamamoto • Trokar Hooks • Robo Worm • Seaguar Line

PSE
BOWTECH

Parker

Mon - Fri 10-7
Sat 10-6

Closed Sun

NEW INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE - LEAGUES FORMING NOW    
Rt. 14 - (North of Vienna) BOAZ, WV  304-375-2070

Drinks Snacks www.madsportinggoods.com

Young Logan Powell recorded a 5 
point buck harvest near Elizabeth.

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV  26447 
 phone:  304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 

email:  info@hillbillyhavenwv.com 
website:  www.hillbillyhavenwv.com 

First-class vacation cabins conveniently 
located one mile off Interstate 79, Exit 91, 
one mile south on US 19 toward lake 

Call or visit website for rates, additional 
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is 
required for reservations.  Major credit 
cards are accepted. 

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just  
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort 

Hi l l b i l l y  Haven  Log  Ca b in  Ren ta l s 

 Recently built log cabins are exceptionally 
clean and beautifully decorated to be your 
home away from home 

 Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and 
safe environment 

 Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two 
 Four person cabins have full bed 

downstairs and two twin beds in loft 
 Six person cabins have king or queen bed 

and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub, 
dishwasher, and washer and dryer 

 Eight person cabins have four bedrooms, 
two baths, and an eight person hot tub 

 Accessible cabin available 
 Fully equipped kitchen with dishes, 

cookware, refrigerator, microwave, 
toaster, and coffee maker 

 Satellite tv and dvd player 
 Gas log fireplace and air conditioning 
 Full bath with shower  
 Linens and other amenities provided 
 Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked 

ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits 
 Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV 

souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts  
 Open 365 days a year 
 Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and 

Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and 
2,650 acre Stonewall 
Jackson Lake with 
all types of water 
recreation, fishing, 
and hunting, just 
two minutes away 

Rick Posey went to a game ranch 
for this 20 point buck.  Photo courte-
sy of Mr. Clean Bow Shop (now in Willie’s 
store) in Glenville.

MR. CLEAN BOW SHOP
NEW LOCATION

LARGE SELECTION OF FISHING TACKLE STOCKED

Bows - Arrows - Sights - Quivers - Rests - Ammo
        Martin • PSE • Quest Crossbows
       Grocery Items - Hunting Supplies
            395 N. Lewis St. - GLENVILLE, WV  304-462-8688

M-Sat 9-9
Sun 9-5



On Rt. 33 East
Childers Run Road

Buckhannon, WV

ZZ's Truck
Accessories

Pickup - Van - SUV
Accessories

304-472-6445

Accessory
Painting

And Installation

BOW Workshop

continue to the next page
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Complete Convenience Store • Beer • Beverages
Hot Dogs • Snacks & More

“Where You Get Great In-Town Service...Out Of Town”

GAME CHECKING
 ROBERTS RIDGE RD. OFF RT. 2

MOUNDSVILLE, WV

HOLMES MARKET 304-845-0502

DOUBLE “DD” RANCH
ORIGINAL OWNERS HAVE RETURNED

“A Hunting Preserve Unlike All Others”
• Wild Russian Hogs
• Exotic Rams and Goats
• Fallow Deer, Sika Deer, Red Stag & Elk
• African & Asian Species

(740) 596-4711

58501 US Rt 50, McArthur, OH 45651
e-mail Dannie@DDRanch.com
Web Site www.DDRanch.com

Prices include animal, guide & caping.
Lodging, meals and meat processing available.

(740) 596-9013 FAX

DOUBLE “DD” RANCH

Danny Coull, from Parkersburg, 
took a nice 11 point buck.

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
– The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (DNR) will be 
hosting its 7th Annual West Vir-
ginia State Archery in the Schools 
(AIS) Tournament Saturday, 
March 24, 2012, at the Charleston 
Civic Center. The DNR anticipates 
nearly 800 students from across 
the state will be participating mak-
ing this the largest indoor youth ar-
chery tournament ever held in West 
Virginia.
  The AIS Program is the DNR’s 
largest and fastest growing educa-
tional program, reaching more than 
60,000 students through the partic-
ipation of nearly 300 schools.
   “Since the DNR implemented the 
program in 2004, more than 2,000 
students have participated in six 
state tournaments. Several hun-
dred have qualified and competed 
at the National Tournaments held 

in Louisville, KY.  This year we 
had several students participate in 
the World Tournament in Orlando, 
FL,” according to AIS Program 
Coordinator Krista Snodgrass of 
the DNR Wildlife Resources Sec-
tion. 
 “With the interest in our state 
tournament, we’re encouraging all 
participating schools to start work-
ing with their students now to get 
their registration material in before 
the February 24th deadline,” said 
Snodgrass. “We are encouraging 
all parents, principals and teachers 
to actively support their AIS Pro-
gram and consider coming to this 
year’s tournament. Schools can at-
tend even if they do not have a full 
team of 12 co-ed students; schools 
can still be represented by sending 
students to participate in the Indi-
vidual Division.”
  Schools that have trained AIS in-
structors but have not yet purchased 
archery equipment still have the 
opportunity to participate in the 
tournament. “Certified instructors 

may volunteer to help with the 
tournament,” said Snodgrass. “In 
fact, it provides instructors first-
hand knowledge of what goes on 
at a tournament, which would be of 
great benefit to their school. How-
ever, volunteers will need to con-
tact us well in advance.”
   For more information on the 
AIS State Tournament and how to 
get your school involved, visit the 
DNR’s website at www.wvdnr.gov/
archery or contact Krista Snodgrass 
at 304-558-2771.

Steve Flowers, from Parkersburg, 
shot a nice 10 point buck.
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TYGART LAKE
POROPERTY

2 1/2 Miles Waterfront
City Water  Timber

Great Location
Barbour County
$1,300,000

304-457-1869

464 Acres

CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304)
472-1474

GLADY FORK ARCHERY
Elite • Bowtech • Diamond • Hoyt • Alpine

Bowtuning - Custom Arrows – Accessories
Guns • Ammo – Scopes – Targets

30 Years Experience

Visa  
Mastercard  
Discover 
Accepted

2539 Glady Fork Road
3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Turn Left

WESTON, WV    304-269-6292

Mon-Fri-Sat
10-5

Tue-Wed-Thur
3-9

304-445-2550
Overlooking The Beautiful Greenbrier River

• Live Bait • Licenses • Game Check • Guns & Ammo
Rod and Reel Repair Service   Joy Dog Food

Just a few minutes off I-64 in Alderson, WV
Hours: 9 to 9 Daily 304-445-2551

Bass
Pro

Shop

Carhartt
Clothing

ROCKY
BOOTS

Pawn
Service

Waterfront
Sporting Goods

Riverview Motel

PSE ARCHERY

Logan Highley, from Middle-
bourne, got his 1st buck - 8 point.

 FRENCH CREEK, W.Va. – The 
W.Va. Division of Natural Re-
sources Law Enforcement Section 
has moved the District 3 Law En-
forcement office to a more cen-
tral location within the district to 
better serve the public, according 
to WVDNR Director Frank Jezi-
oro.  DNR District 3 covers eight 
counties: Clay, Braxton, Nicholas, 
Pocahontas, Webster, Lewis, Ran-
dolph and Upshur. 
  “For many years, the District 3 
Law Enforcement headquarters 
had been housed in the DNR El-
kins Operation Center, putting it at 

District 3 Office
Moves Location

the far northern end of the district. 
That made it a four-hour round trip 
for members of the sporting public 
from the southern part of the dis-
trict,” Jezioro said. “By moving the 
District 3 Law Enforcement offices 
to French Creek, in offices located 
at the West Virginia Wildlife Cen-
ter, District 3 Law Enforcement and 
Wildlife Section supervisors are in 
adjacent offices where district op-
erations can be better coordinated. 
The sporting public will find this to 
be a more central location within 
the district and may wish to visit 
the Wildlife Center’s live animal 
displays while at the district office 
conducting business.”

  This move became effective on 
Monday, Feb. 6, 2012. The offices 
are located 14 miles south of Buck-
hannon at the intersection of U.S. 
Route 20 and Alexander Road. The 
office number is 304-924-6211. 

Debbie Boggs, from Looeyville, 
shot a Roane County buck.



BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road
Buckhannon, WV

(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)
Gasoline

Diesel
Kerosene

WV Lottery & Powerball

Gas

Fishing Supplies
    Knives - Novelty Items

M-S 6am-12pm   Sun 8am-10pm
          304-472-5132

Live
Bait

Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19  Walkersville

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

Ammo
Live Bait
Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups
Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza

Hoagies - Subs - Burgers 
 Beverages - More 6am to 10pm Mon - Sat

9am to 9pm Sun

GAS

304-452-8870
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BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN
NEW & USED GUNS - MORE

BUCKHANNON, WV
304-472-1177

"Business Goes Where Invited -
Stays Where Appreciated"

Colonial Hotel - Motel
Hunters & Fishermen

Welcome
TV & AC                      Free Parking
                                  Center of City304-472-3000

Dalton Cutright, owner

24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Andy Watson brought in a good 
buck.  Photo courtesy of Tri Lakes in 
Walkersville.

Season Overview
by Mark A. Garner  The last week of December is 

always a time of the year when I 
sort of walk around the house in a 
controlled funk.   Since March, the 
weeks have been filled with con-
stant activity from the first fishing 
trip of the year in which I spent the 
day trying to coax lethargic bass to 
take a jerk bait on Sutton lake, to 
the last few minutes of daylight, on 
the last day of muzzle loading sea-
son when I accepted the fact that 
I was not going to fill my tag this 
year!  It was a great year of fishing 
and hunting, and quite truthfully, I 
always feel “lost” for a few weeks 
after hunting season is over.  As I 
was putting away all of my hunt-
ing gear, I reflected upon a excit-
ing hunting season that had several 
close encounter, and hundreds of 
hours enjoying the outdoors.
   My hunting season began in late 
September when I purchased a new 
Bowtech Assassin compound bow 
from Glady Fork Archery.    Due 
to a accident, my left shoulder re-
quired rotator cuff surgery, and af-

ter the lengthy rehab, I found that I 
had difficulty pulling my old CSS 
bow back to full drawl!  I love to 
bowhunt, so I was searching for 
a solution, and that solution was 
a new bow with more let off, and 
a lower pull weight.   The guys at 
Glady Fork put the Bowtech in my 
hand, and after a few shots at their 
range, I was hooked.  The Assas-
sin drew back easily, and the arrow 
speed was amazing!  
  After a few sessions at my home 
range, I was consistently shoot-
ing 2” groups at 25 yards.  What 
amazed me about this bow was 
the arrow flight.   I was able to use 
one pin from close range out to 40 
yards with little drop!    
  As the bow season opened, I was 
eager to see how well the bow re-
sponded in a hunting shot.  During 
the rut, a nice buck gave me the op-
portunity to see just that.   I was in 
the woods a scant 20 minutes when 
I spotted the buck working his way 
towards my stand.  When the buck 
gave me a good angle, I drew and 
placed the pin on his vitals, and 
released.  The Rage broadhead 
preformed as it was designed, and 
the buck ran some ten yards and 
dropped!   Another successful hunt 
was in the books.  
  Over the years, I have processed  
quite a few deer, and to be honest, 
I am not that great of a butcher.   
Here lately, this little issue is not 

longer of concern due to my uncle 
John, a retired electrician started a 
small business called Garners Out-
back, and he does a fantastic job at 

continue to the next page



Lazy Acres Mart

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

            1/2 Mile from
  Audra State Park in WV
  304-472-4279 LIVE BAIT
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SWAROVSKI
ScopesT&T GUN SHOP

GUNS • AMMO • ACCESSORIES
Reloading Supplies - Powder - Primers - Bullets - Dies & More

KOWA
Optimed Spotting Scopes

Jolynne Addition
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-AMMO

UNCLE TOM’S LOANS
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

Achery Specialists
Matthews • Parker • PSE

New & Used Guns
Rt. 10 - Cook Parkway

OCEANA, WV
304-682-5002

GAME CHECKING

Effeciciency • 1 & 2 Bedroom Apts. • Commercial Rentals

Open: 10-5 Tues.-Fri.  9-1 Sat.
Closed on Sunday & Monday

We Buy, Sell
and Trade WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, WV

19 East Main St.
White Sulphur Springs, WV

304-536-3606
Phone

Rt. 60  E. Main St.
Bank1st Traffic

Light

Large Selection
New & Used Guns

Mtn. Gun

continue to the next page

The Leather Shop
- Booth 132 -  

Alligator Jack’s Flea Market
• WIll Custom Fit Full-Grain
Leather Belts, Fanny Packs

Diabetic Socks
FRI - SAT & SUNDAY

www.afleamarketstore.com
41300 Laurel Cliff Rd.
POMEROY, OHIO

Our Rusty Rooster
138 Washington St.

Ravenswood, WV
www.ourrustyrooster.com
Primitives, Used Books

AVON PRODUCTS
Tue-Sat 9am to 6pm

processing all types of wild game.   
This year, I had all my deer pro-
cessed into jerky, and boloney.  His 
daughter, Tammy does the special-
ties, and if you like jerky, I don’t 
think you will be disappointed with 
her work! 
  With bow season done, I set my 
sights on the upcoming gun season.  
With a new gun purchase from 
Jerry’s Sporting Goods in Horner, 
I was eager to see how the Weath-
erly .257 Magnum would handle a 
deer.    Over the past ten years, I al-
ternated between a Winchester 300 
Magnum, and a Remington 7mm 
magnum, and while both guns had 
no problem taking deer , the prob-
lem was that they did too good of 
a job!
  That is the reason for the pur-
chase, and at the range, I was very 
pleased with the flight of the bul-
let.  Based upon what I witnessed 
in shooting the gun, I was optimis-
tic that the caliber would be perfect 
for deer, and antelope sized game.   
Anyway, while I had multiple op-
portunities to connect with nice 
bucks during the two week season, 

in the end, I did not fill a tag!   One 
nice 9 point buck at Stonewall gave 
me two chances to take him, but on 
both cases, the buck just did not 
give me a good shot, so I passed on 
the opportunities.  I’d rather pass 
on a deer than take a chance on 
wounding a animal, hence, he will 
hopefully be there next year.    
  In muzzle loading season, again, 
this was the case!  Over the season, 
I saw three different bucks that I 
would like to have taken,  but as 
luck would have it, I never had a 
clean shot, so once again,  I did not 
punch a tag, but in the end, fate is 
a funny thing.  In my mind, had 
it been in the cards, things might 
have worked out differently, but for 
myself, part of the allure of hunting 
is the experiences you have while 
hunting.  
   At this point in the game, the tak-
ing of an animal, while the goal, is 
not nearly as important to me as the 
actual hunt itself.  One of the best 
times I had this fall was spending 
over an hour stalking two bucks 
that were out in a field at Stone-
wall Jackson.  I spotted the two 

bucks, and worked my way down-
wind, and slowly stalked them step 
by step.  I finally got to within 60 
yards, still out of bow range, but 
close enough to see them blink!  



MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES   

“Your Path To Affordable Log Home Living”    

Why Choose Mountain State Log Homes?  
 Providing Quality Log Home Materials since 1978   
 FREE House Package Delivery in WV and Bordering    

States   
 FREE Unloading at Your Site   
 FREE Quotes and Custom Designing   
 Detail Construction Manual, with Purchase   
 Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices   
 Milled Locally, in Jane Lew, WV 
 

 

 
 

 

JANE LEW MODELS OPEN DAILY 9am-5pm 
800.553.3006  Other Hours by Apt. 304.884.6646  

Located  in the Industrial Park, 1-79 exit 105 
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE! 

D-Logs 6”x 6”,6”x 8”,8”x 8”     
Log Siding 6”, 8” , 12”  
Douglas Fir Beams   

  Dove Tail Log 6”x 12”  
   T/G 1”x 6”, 2”x 6”  
   Cedar Posts and Railing  

PO BOX 679,  208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV  26378 
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com    
or Email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.netOPEN  

 
MILL  

DIRECT 
PRICES! 
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Mark Banks, from Columbia, shot 
a good Mason County buck.

 A squirrel started barking at me, 
and that was all the bucks needed 
to put them on alert, and the gig 
was up.  But what a hunt!  Also, I 
can vividly remember the first buck 
I took when I was 14 years old.  I 
can remember the excitement that 
I felt once I knew that I was going 
to shoot, and the feeling that I had 
after the shot as the deer lay prone 
on the leaves.   That is a day I will 
always cherish.  Also, I usually like 
to end my articles with a uplifting 
piece on a young hunter, or some-
thing that stands out.  Like myself, 
some thirty plus years ago, another 
young hunter harvested his first 
buck this year as his mother sat be-
side him!  
  The hunter was Tre Roach, age 14 
of Harrison County.  Tre took a nice 
8 point buck on the first Tuesday of 
the season, and his mother, Tammy 
watched the entire hunt unfold.  As 
she tells the story, they were sit-
ting in a stand when Tre spotted 
the buck.  They both whispered 
to each other, and his mother said, 
“go ahead and shoot it”! Tre took 
aim, and shot.  The buck dropped, 
and a memory was created.  Great 
job Tre!   Now think about it, how 
many moms would sit in the rain 
for two days to hunt with her son?  
Well, she did, and that is one day 
they will always have fond memo-

ries of!  That is what hunting is all 
about! 
  I hope your hunting season cre-
ated some fond memories.  By the 
looks of the initial DNR reports, 
hunters not only harvested a in-
crease in bucks from the previous 
season, but they also reported that 

the quality of the bucks were better 
as well.  I hope everyone makes it 
though the next several months un-
til the weather gets nicer, but in the 
meantime, maybe I’ll get back into 
grouse hunting, or perhaps rabbit!  
I can assure you that I will be out, 
and about somewhere in the wilds 
of West Virginia.  
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It's Always
Hunting Season
✫✫✫ At ✫✫✫

DALE RAY
HUNTING PRESERVE

 WILD BOAR 
     Exotic Sheep • Goats
   Sika Deer • Fallow Deer
 

Whitetail Hunts In 
Season With Bow Or Gun

Tom Belville
2228 Co Rd 66

Proctorville, OH
45669

(740) 886-7060

Large Fish Pictures Wanted

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_______________

Fish______________________ Pound______ Oz____

Clip Out

Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for large fish
 pictures caught in  2012.

E-mail  wvsport@wirefire.com

Reese's
Country 

Store

GAS
FOOD
AMMO

HUNTING SUPPLIES
GAME CHECKING
MUSKY PLUGS

Breakfast - Lunch - Deli Items

Just Off U.S. Rt. 50
Near Mountwood Park

Deerwalk, WV

304-679-3502
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R
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R
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R
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P
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R
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 Arbogast • Nitro • Torpedo • Jitterbug • Zell • Heddon • Norman

Rapala • Shad • Sammy • Chug • Bug • Skitter • Pop • Rebel

Lucky • Craft • Popper • Buzz • Frog • Crankbait • Top • Knocker

Locust • Splash • Bucktail • Storm • Yozuri • Cotton • Cordell

Bandit • Top • Dollar • Swimbait • Booyah • Smithwick • Bait

E
Z
K
B
U
U
P
B
L
H
C
E
P
W
L
B
Z
H
F
M

YEAR ROUND
Hunting Season
✫✫✫ At ✫✫✫

WV SAFARIS
HUNTING PRESERVE

WILD BOAR
     Exotic Sheep * Goats
     Mouflon * Texas Dall
    Water Buffalo * Jacob
        Aoudad * Oryx

341 LONGVIEW ROAD
EVANS, WV  25241
www.wvsafaris.com

304-532-4514
304-397-4226

Just Off U.S. Rt. 50
Near Mountwood Park

Deerwalk, WV

304-679-3502

Large Fish & Game Pictures Wanted

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_______________

Fish______________________ Pound______ Oz____

Game_______________  Bow __  Gun__  Points_____ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for large fish & game
animal pictures from  2011.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

Reese's
Country

Store

GAS
FOOD
AMMO

HUNTING SUPPLIES
GAME CHECKING
MUSKY PLUGS

Breakfast - Lunch - Deli Items

Feb.  2012 ~ Page 38

NO DOES
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